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A STUDY OF PREMILLENNIALISM

Lesson 1

The Promise To Abraham

Intro:
One of the major premises of premillennial theory is the fact that the promise to

Abraham has not been completely fulfilled. The premillennialist is still looking for a
fulfillment of the promise. Consider these statements by premillennial writers:

1. "The crucial issues in relation to premillennialism are two-fold: (1) Does the Ahrahamic
covenant promise Israel a permanent existence as a nation? IF it does, then the church
is not fulfilling Israel's promises, but rather Israel as a nation has a future yet in
prospect; and (2) Does the Abrahamic covenant promise Israel permanent possession of
the promised land? If it does, then Israel must yet come into possession of the promised
land, for she has never fully possessed it in her history." (The Basis for Premillennial
Faith, Charles C. Ryrie, p. 53-56)

2. ''The Abrahamic covenant required that Israel continue as a nation forever in order to
fulfill the everlasting covenant (Gen. 17:7) and in order to have the land as an
everlasting possession (Gen. 17:8). All the facts... that Israel continues as a nation
forever, is not disinherited, is not supplanted by the church, and that Israel's basic
covenants are dependent upon God's faithfulness alone for fulfillment, combine to
require Israel's restoration after these centuries of dispersion and chastening." (The
Millennial Kingdom, John F. Walvoord, p. 184)

3. "God unconditionally promised Abraham's descendants a literal world-wide kingdom over
which they would rule through their Messiah who would reign on King David's throne."
(The Late Great Planet Earth, Hal Lindsey, p. 176)

What does the Bible really say about the promise to Abraham?

L Notice The Promise.
A Given to Abraham. (Gen. 12:1-3; 13:16; 15:5,18; 17:4-5)

1. The Promise was two-fold:
a. A land given to a nation. (Physical)
b. All nations blessed by Seed. (Spiritual)

2. The Promise was conditional upon Abraham obeying God. (cf. Gen. 26:5)
B. The Promise was renewed to Isaac. (Gen. 26:1-5)
C. It was also renewed to Jacob. (Gen. 28:1-5)

n. This Promise Was Fulfilled Many Years Ago.
A Abraham was made a great nation and given the land that was promised.

1. Jacob took his children into Egypt where they grew into a great nation. (Gen. 46:1-
7; Deut. 10:22)

2. This great nation left Egypt under the leadership of Moses. (Ex. 12:31 ff)
3. The people began to possess the promised land under Joshua's leadership. (Joshua

1: 10-11 ff) ~
4. The promise of' land to a great nation was completely fulfilled. (Joshua 21:43-45)
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5. "But", some object, "they never possessed all the land, from Egypt to the River
Euphrates." (Gen. 15:18)-Notioo, however, what land was possessed by them in
the days of Solomon. (2 Chron. 9:26; 1 Kings 4:21) Israel, therefore, possessed all
of the land that was promised.

6. Others object, "They didn't possess the land always. It was taken away, so it
needed to be fulfilled again. "-But once something is fulfilled, there is no need
for it to be fulfilled again. Also, the promise was conditional upon their obedience,
(Joshua 23:14-16; Deut. 30:15-20)

B. All nations were blessed by His Seed.
1. Christ was the Seed through which all nations would be blessed. (Gal. 3:16)
2. In the Old Testament, only one nation was truly blessed of God. Now all nations

are blessed through Christ.
a. The blessing involves forgiveness of sin and eternal life.
b. It first came to the Jews. (Acts 3:17-26)
c. Then the Gentiles were also blessed-all nations. (Eph. 3:6; Gal. 3:26-29)
d. We can now see how Gentiles also are truly blessed of God. (Eph. 2:11-18)

(1) Condition of Gentiles before obedience to Christ-Alien, Strangers, No
Hope, Without God.

(2) Condition of Gentiles after obedience to Christ-Made Near, Reconciled,
Peace,

All the promises to Abraham have been fulfilled totally.
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A STUDY OF PREMILLENNIALISM

Lesson 2

The Church-Kingdom Of Prophesy

Although Matt. 16:18 is the first time the word "church" is used in the Bible, much is
said about the church before this.
The Old Testament clearly points to the establishment of a -kingdom after the Messiah
came to earth.
What we propose to show is that the kingdom that is foretold in the Old Testament
is fulfilled in the existence of the church today.
The church is made up of those who have been called out of the world into the
kingdom of God. No longer separated from God by sin, but reconciled to Him and
submissive to the rule of Christ, citizens of the kingdom.
The premillennialist is still looking for the kingdom promised in the Old Testament to
come. However, if this kingdom is in existence today, we need not look for another.
By examining a few simple questions concerning the kingdom, I think that we can see
that the kingdom now exists:

L When Was The Kingdom To Be Established?
A "In the days of these kings." (Dan. 2:36-44)

1. Four kingdoms were foretold-Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Greek and Roman.
2. The kingdom of prophesy was to be set up in the days of the fourth kingdom-the

Roman kings.
B. It was to be set up at the time of Christ's ascension into heaven. (Dan. 7:13-14)

- C. It was to be set up "in the last days". (Isaiah 2:2-4; Joel 2:28-32)
D. We see the fulfillment of all this during New Testament times-the first century, AD.

1. The Roman kings (fourth kingdom) was now in power. (Luke 3:1-3, etc.)
2. The kingdom was to come within the lifetime of those living at that time. (Mark

9:1)
3. Christ ascended to heaven at this time. (Acts 1:9)
4. This is the time referred to by the prophets as "the last days." (Acts 2:14-21)
5. The church was established at the time that the prophets said the kingdom would

appear.

II. Who Was To Rule In The Kingdom?
A "Seed of David." (II-Sam. 7:12-16; Ps. 89:3,4)
B. However, we are told that this Seed could not be a physical ruler on a physical throne

on earth. (Jer. 22:28-30)
C. Christ fulfilled the requirements of the seed of David ruling on a spiritual rather than

a physical throne.
1. He was David's Seed. (Matt. 1:1)
2. He has been seated on David's throne. (Acts 2:29-32)
3. Christ never claimed that he would rule in a physical kingdom on earth. (John

18:36; Luke 17:20-21)
4. In fact, Christ would not allow himself to be made a physical king. (John 6:15)

m. Where Was The Kingdom To Be Established?
A In Jerusalem. (Isaiah 2:2-3; Joel 2:32; Micah 4:1-2)
B. The church was established in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. (Acts 1:6 ff; Acts 2)



IV. Who Will Be Subjects In The Kingdom?
A Not Jews only, but "all nations". (Isaiah 2:2-4)
B. Indeed, all nations became subject of Christ after the establishment of the church. (Acts

2:5 ff, 39; Acts 8:4; Acts 10:34-35; etc.)

V. Is The Church The Kingdom Of Prophesy?
A Those in the church at Colosse were said to be in the kingdom. (Col. 1:13)
B. Both have the same ruler-Christ. (Eph. 1:20-23)
C. The church meets all the requirements that we have previously discussed.

1. It was established in "the last days", in the days of the Roman kings.
2. Christ rules over it.
3. It was established in Jerusalem.
4. All nations are subjects of it.

VI. What If The Kingdom Is Not In Existence Now?
A The "new birth" is an impossibility. The new birth puts one into the kingdom. (John

3:5)-There is no kingdom to enter. Therefore, no need to be "born again".
B. We are still in darkness. All men are doomed to remain in darkness since we cannot

escape into the kingdom. (Col. 1:13)
C. Christ failed in his mission. Christ is a failure. (John 18:37)
E. It dethrones Christ. We can no longer confess Christ as Lord (Acts 2:36) or as King

of Kings (1 Tim. 6:15).

Concl:
1. The Scriptures teach that the kingdom is in existence today.
2. There is no need to look for the coming of another kingdom.
3. Each one of us needs to do whatever is neceSsary to enter that kingdom today.
4. Are you in the kingdom?

-
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Lesson 3

The End TImes

1. The events surrounding Christ's second coming and the time-table of these events are
a big part of premillennial theory.

2. We want to look at two key passages used by premillennialists to describe events
surrounding the second coming.

Daniel 9:20-27- "The Seventy Weeks"
A The premillennialist makes the following claims concerning this passage:

1. That the seventy weeks have yet to be fulfilled because events in verse 24 have
yet to come to pass.

2. That according to verse 25, there were 490 literal years from the decree to rebuild
the temple till the coming of Christ.

3. Before Christ could fulfill the final week and build His kingdom, He was cut off
and rejected. Therefore, He had to wait until He could come a second time.

4. The seventieth week is delayed until the Antichrist is able to establish a "covenant
for a week" (v. 27)-thus the seven year tribulation.

5. The Antichrist breaks the covenant in the middle of the week and great tribulation
follows which culminates in the binding of Satan and the final coming of Christ
to set up His kingdom.

B. What does this passage really teach?
1. We propose to show that all of this prophesy has been fulfilled. Therefore, there

is no need. to look for further fulfillment in the form that the premillennialist does.
2. The events described in verse 24 have all been fulfilled:

a. To finish transgression. (Matt. 23:29-39; Heb. 9:15)
b. To make an end of sins. (Heb. 10:11-18)
c. To make reconciliation for iniquity. (Col. 1:12-22)
d. To bring in everlasting righteousness. (Rom. 5:17-21; Matt. 6:33; Rom. 14:17;

2 Cor. 3:7-9)
e. To seal up vision and prophesy. (Matt. 5:17-18; Luke 24:44-48)
f. To anoint the Most Holy. (Matt. 3:16-17; Acts 10:38)

3. A period of seventy weeks is given in this passage. The number 70 just refers to
a complete cycle of time. The 69 weeks mean that when Christ comes that the
prophesy is not- quite fulfilled yet. There is still one period of time left-one week
(a short period of time in contrast to the 69 weeks that preceded it) to finish the
fulfillment of the prophesied events. (To come up with their literal 490 years, the
premillennialists equates one day to one year. Since there are 490 days in 70 weeks,
he gets 490 years. But if he is to take it really literal, there would only be 70
literal weeks, not 490 figurative years.)

4. What happens during the last period of time-the last week? Has it been fulfilled?
(v. 27)
a. A covenant was confirmed with many. (Rom. 9:30-33; 1 Pet. 2:9,10)-Gentiles

included in this covenant-"many" or all nations as opposed to "few" or Jews
only. ("for one week" does not refer to duration of covenant, but pin-points
when the covenant is established-during the seventieth week)

b. Sacrifices ceased during the last week. (Matt. 27:50-51; Heb. 10:11-18)-Christ' s
death ended sacrifices of the old covenant-no longer necessary.



c. Overspreading of abomination and desolation poured out. (Matt. 23::38; Matt.
24:15)-This accomplished in the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus ("the
prince who is to come"-v. 26) in AD. 70.

5. The destruction of Jerusalem marked the end of Daniel's 70th week. All has been
fulfilled.

II. Matthew 24- "The End of the Age"
A The premillennialist takes all of this chapter to describe the events leading up to the

coming of Christ at the end of time and the coming of the tribulation.
B. What does this passage really teach?

1. The 23rd chapter ends with Christ weeping over Jerusalem and her refusal to
repent. (v. 37-39)

2. Chapter 24 opens with Christ telling his disciples of the coming destruction of
Jerusalem. (v. 1-2)

3. Christ's disciples now come wanting to know just when this destruction would take
place. (v. 3)

4. Christ then assures them that certain events would have to occur before Jerusalem
would be destroyed. There would be signs that would occur before this destruction.
All these indeed took place before A.D. 70.
a. False teachers would come. (v. 5,1l,23-26)-(Acts 20:29-30; 2 John 7)
b. Great troubles, persecution, sorrow comes upon God's people. (v. 6-13)-(Acts

8:1-4; etc.)
c. The gospel would be preached to all the world. (v. 14)-(Col. 1:23)
d. Signal of the event would be the Roman army surrounding the city. (v. 15-

16; Luke 21:20-21)-(Secular history tells of this event in AD. 70.)
e. They were warned to flee to escape destruction. (v. 17-22)
f. The signs would be clear. They would know when it came. (v. 27-33)
g. Destruction would happen in the lifetime of those Christ talked to then. (v.

34-35)
5. After answering the question about the destruction of the city, Christ then turned

to the second question that was raised in verse 3 concerning the end of the world
and goes on beginning in verse 36 to describe what will happen "when heaven and
earth passes away".

Concl:
1. These passages talk of things that were fulfilled in the first century A.D.
2. We, therefore, need not look for their fulfillment now or in the future.
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Lesson 4

The Coming Of Christ

Intro:
1. The prominent view of the events surrounding the return of Christ among the

premillennialists is the Rapture Theory.
2. We will examine this theory as well as point out what the Bible really teaches

concerning Christ's return.

I. The Rapture Theory.
A Premillennialists cannot agree on who will be raptured or exactly when it will occur in

relation to the tribulation. There are basically three different rapture theories:
1. Post-tribulation- This theory says that Christ will return only once at the end of

the tribulation. The gospel will be preached to all nations. The Antichrist will come
bringing tribulation and persecution of Christians. Then Christ will come ending
the tribulation and will take His saints with Him before the Battle of Armageddon
takes place.

2. Mid-tribulation-The church will be raptured at the end of the first 3V2 years of
Daniel's 70th week.

3. Pre-tribulation-The church will be removed in its entirety before the tribulation
begins. There will be two comings of Christ. Once to suddenly and secretly take
saints to heaven before the tribulation. At the conclusion of the tribulation, He will
come again to set up His kingdom.

B. The most common view held today is the Pre-tribulation view. Hal Lindsey is the chief
_ proponent of this view in such books as The Late Great Planet Earth.

C. The Scripture that most go to in order to try and prove the Rapture Theory is 1 Thess.
4:13-18.
1. Verse 17 contains the Greek word ''harpazo'' which means "caught up". From this

word the word "rapture" is obtained.
2. From this passage, along with 2 Thess. 2:1 and 1 Cor. 15:51-52, the premillennialist

has devised a theory consisting of a mysterious event. The Lord will supposedly
secretly come down and gather the living saints away with Him. Those left on the
earth (the unsaved) will wonder what happened and where everyone has
disappeared to.

3. Does this passage and others really teach this?
a.- The context of the passage shows that the Thessalonian brethren were

concerned that their brethren and loved ones who had died would miss the
Lord's coming and have no hope. Paul, here, reassures them that the dead will
rise and join those who are alive. The only ones considered here are the
righteous. Nothing is said of the wicked.

b. This passage and others show that Christ's coming will not be a secretive,
mysterious happening. Verse 16 says that He will come "with a shout, with
the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God". Does this sound like
He will come and some not know it? (See also 2 Pet. 3:10)

c. Will His coming be invisible? Not according to 2 Thess. 1:7-"revea1ed from
heaven"; and Rev. 1:7-"every eye shall see Him".

D. The Rapture Theory demands two resurrections.-A resurrection of the righteous at
the rapture and a resurrection of the wicked at the end of the thousand years.
1. The claim is that in 1 Thess. 4, the Lord will come "for" his saints and that

__ according to Jude 14-15, He will come again "with" his saints.



2. However, in 1 Thess. 4, He is coming "with" some saints and "for" some other
saints, all at the same time. (See v. 14 and v. 17)

3. In reality, the Bible only teaches one resurrection. All will be raised at the same
time-wicked and saints. (John 5:28-29; 2 Thess. 1:6-10; Acts 24:15)

II. What Will Happen At His Second Coming?
A There will be an end of preparation.

1. Christ taught that the time would come when the door would be shut. (cf. Matt.
25:1-13)

2. There will be no more time for preparation when the Lord comes.
B. It will be the end of the world. (2 Pet. 3:10)
C. All the dead will be raised to be judged at His coming. (John 5:28-29; Matt. 25:31-46)
D. The kingdom will be delivered up. (1 Cor. 15:23-24)

ConcI:
Realizing what will really happen at Christ's second coming, we must prepare ourselves

now by obeying Him. (2 Pet. 3:11-13)
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A STUDY OF PREMILLENNIALISM
Lesson 5

The Mil1ennialKingdom

1. Now we come to the focal point of premillennialism-the 1000 year reign.
2. The tribulation supposedly ends in the Battle of Armageddon. After the Battle, a

victorious Christ binds Satan for 1000 years and sets up His kingdom of peace.
3. We will first discuss the Battle and then the kingdom.

The Battle or Armageddon.
A The Battle is to take place at the end of Daniel's 70th week, that is at the end of the

seven year tribulation.
B. According to the premillennialist, this Battle is the last great world war. This war will

take place between the followers of God and the servants of Satan. They will literally
fight it out on the battlefield of Armageddon.

C. The premillennialist sees modern nations involved in this Battle because of his view of
Daniel 11:40-45. These nations involve:
1. The King of the North-Soviet Bloc-They will fulfill the century old desire to

possess the Middle East because of its oil.
2. The King of the East-Chinese Communists-An army of 200 million will cross

the Euphrates River, that an angel has dried up, to be on hand at Armageddon.
(Rev. 16:12)

3. The King of the West-Ten Nation Confederacy (European Common Market)- This
is the revived Roman Empire. They band together to withhold food and goods to
Arabs until oil is given them at reasonable prices.

4. The King of the South-Pan-Arabic Bloc-When Israel is restored to land, it
angers Arabs. The Israelites will tear down the Dome of the Rock to rebuild the
temple. T9 lose land and holy place will be more than they can stand. So Arabs
ignite the fuse of Armageddon.

D. Calling the shots in this conflict supposedly are the dragon and the beast of Revelation.
The Antichrist is the big bully of the conflict.

E. What is the Bible really pointing to in Daniel 11:40-45 and Revelation 16:16?
1. The four kings of Daniel 11 refer to the remnants of Alexander the Great's

kingdom, which was divided between His four generals to "the four winds of
heaven" (Dan. 11:4): Selucius (East); Ptolomy (South); Lysimachus (North); and
Cassander (West).

2. Over the next few centuries there was conflict between these factions of the
remnants of the Greek empire, each trying to gain supremacy.

3. Daniel 11:40-45 describes the culmination of these conflicts which brought forth
the fourth great empire, the Roman empire.

4. It is in this setting that salvation would come forth. (See Dan. 12:1-3) Christ indeed
brought forth salvation in the days of this fourth kingdom, the Roman Empire.
(See Dan. 2:44)

5. Revelation 16:16 tells of the culmination of the struggle of Christians with the
Roman government. The book of Revelation chronicles that struggle. The Battle
is not literal, but a place of victory of good over evil. In Old Testament times, the
plains of Meggiddo (Armageddon), was a place where those who please God, such
as Barak, were victorious and those who displeased God, such as Josiah, were
defeated. The early Christians could recognize by the reference to Armageddon that
God would settle the score eventually. If, however, one insists that Armageddon
is literal, then the frogs that direct the Battle must be literal, the dragon and the
beasts must be literal, ete.



6. Armageddon, then, is not a literal Battle but represents the Battle that occurs
whenever good is confronted with evil, or right is confronted with wrong.

7. So the message of Revelation was one of reassurance to the early Christians that
eventually Christ and his followers would be victorious.

II. The Thousand Year Reign.
A It is taught that Christ will come and reign on earth for a literal period of one

thousand years.
1. This idea is obtained from Revelation 20:1-10.
2. What does this passage really teach?

a. In the book of Revelation, three enemies of Christians of the first century are
identified:
(1) The beast-the Roman emperor
(2) The false prophet-religion of emperor worship
(3) The dragon-the devil or Satan, with whom the beast and the false

prophet are allied
b. The beast and the false prophet were overcome by Christ in Revelation 19:19-

20. Now all that remained was for Satan to be overthrown. In Revelation 20:1-
10, John now shows that Satan would be completely overthrown and sets forth
the promise of Christ's ultimate and certain triumph over Satan. Those who
were being persecuted would triumph with Christ. (See Ray Summers, Wortby
Is The Lamb, p. 200-208)

c. The idea of the 1000 year reign or the "millennium" comes from verses 4-6.
Is this a literal thousand years? No! No more than the chain in verse 1 is
literal-{You can't chain a spiritual being with a literal chain.) The thousand
years just refers to completeness or thoroughness. (See-use of "thousand" in
Psalm 50:10; 105:8.)

d. In verses 1-3, we see that Satan would be completely restrained and yielded
unable to deceive the nations into emperor worship.

e. In verses 4-6, we see the complete victory of Christ and His saints. Even
though the saints had given their lives for Christ, they ultimately triumphed
over their persecutors. Their triumph is called "the first resurrection". They
have died in Christ and now the "second death" or eternal punishment has
no power over them. They have overcome completely and will be eternally
rewarded.

f. In verses 7-10, we see the releasing of Satan for a little while (see verse 3
also). We are told that Satan will not give up without a struggle. He will
continue to attempt to deceive the nations, but ultimately, he and his allies
will be completely destroyed.

B. But what about the "kingdom of peace" prophesied about? The premillennialist tells us
that the kingdom will be a thousand years of peaceful existence. The kingdom, therefore,
cannot have come yet, because men have never been able to get along with each other
for more than a few minutes throughout history. We have never had universal peace
as prophesied in Isaiah 2:4 and Isaiah 11:6-9.
1. The church fulfills these requirements-It is a peaceful organization-peaceful in

nature.
a. Its servants do not fight. (John 18:36)
b. Its weapons are not carnal. (2 Cor. 10:4)
c. It members are peaceful in nature. (Rom 14:17-19)

2. The church is for all people, and nations have no identity in it. (Eph. 2:11-17)
3. Christ brought peace to those who enter His kingdom and among those who obey

Him. (cf. Luke 2:14, NASV)



Concl:

C. Therefore, there was never promised a thousand year reign of Christ on earth. Christ
never promised a time when all men would physically be at peace on this earth. Christ's
reign is fulfilled in the church.

Men will continue to twist the scriptures to devise their outlandish beliefs. We must
accept the Bible for what it says and accept the church as God's kingdom and enter into
it.
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