-.{e) Unbelef is disobedience. (John 6: 29,) version are genuine, and.are infallible examples for any io fol-

.'Bel!eve, obey, and live; disbelieve, disobey, and dle. low who seek salvation,
The law of induction into th
V Th;etehsclhc‘zoi‘lq °{ I’I’iy"h‘ﬂ;gy'irme Mysties, the Naturalists, DOW as in Oostrtlnl;lcitliorge; thjck;?f:?:gl _gfc—l_c tllllré:t—tlz :)Z;Q;saavrzg
an e Intellectualists eir systems may be styled, Mys- T
‘ticism, Naturalism, and Intellectualism, from &wllwmvﬁ_iheymgnust o sow ~Nobody. hig any

righ‘t to change the plan, The conversion of the eunuch is about
. 1. Mysticism, as applied to faith, is the doctrine of direct {he sin simplest and clearest account of a New Testament conversion.
spiritual influence. It assumes that man is depraved, Any honest soul can read and understand it.

and utterly unable to come to God, and that his mind 1, The eunuch; his condition; his meed. This man was a great
~ must be illuminated by direct light from God without financier, treasurer of Eihiopia. oubtless he was intelligent,
the preaching of the word of God. well educated, honest. Being a very busy man, he must have

2. Naturalism contends that faith in a supreme being 1s an  been quite sincere, else he woild not have left his work for
intuitive faculty of the mind. That man needs no other weeks to go many hundreds of miles to worship God. The jour-
revelation than the one from within-—ab infra. All ab ney was long, tiresome, expensive. He was consclentlous, wor-
extra revelation is rejected. shiping and sacrificing according ‘to the law. He was devoutly

3. Intellectualism. This is the true PSYChOIOEY Regulated religious, but not 2 Christian. He was a Bible reader, an honest
by the word of God, it gives glory to God and responsi~ searcher for_the truth, but not a Christian. He was in ‘need of
bility to man, It requires use of the intellect in order salyation. “Christ.did-not come to make the World religious, us, but
to hear and believe the word of God. to ma}s& g nght..mhgmusly 7

. {a) Intellect}lallsm receives, as an unalterable truth, the he “eunuch ™15~ 4 firte example to saint and sinner. Many
dictum of Paul, “Faith cometh by hearing” (Rom. church members, with less important positisns, are too busy to

10: 14, 15, 17.) leave their work for a day to worship the Lord, or spend a little

(b) Intellectualism, leading the way, uniting with emo- time studying God's word. Many people are religious but wrong.

" tion and will, is reason hearing God, believing God, They should be honest as the euntch, seek the right way and ac-
and obeying God. cept it.

VI The El'emgmté' of Faith: 2 Agencies in the eunuch’s conversion. (1) As seen in verses

. twenty-six and twenty-—mne, the angel and Holy Spirit appeared
1. These are six., (1) The subject of faith, (2) the object to Philip, not to the eunuch. Th di Ivation k
of faith, (3) the ground of faith, (4) the motive of faith, h e gunte STar Soering SyALon Tnew

nothing of their presence or the part they pla géd They were
(5) the influence of faith, (6) the effect of faith. simply instrumental in bring h d togeth
2. Their combination and re’sult, these are six: (1) the sub- Py smemal n rmgmg preacher and_sipner, together.

L A qeSe " Why not send them to the eunuch? The spreading of the gospel
ject is the believer; (2) the object is the propesition be-  had been placed in.the hands of men (2 Cor. 4: 7), and it is
lieved; (3) testimony is the ground; (4) the motive of God’s will that people be saved through preaching (Rom. 10:~

faith is the desire of life and the fear of death; (5) the 13. 17; 1 Cor., 1: .18, 21), not by miraculous manifestations of
influence of faith is the obedience resulting therefrom; celestial beings. : T '

(6) the result is salvation from danger. L iif(2) Stephen was a great preacher, full of wisdom and the
VIL Ilustration—Israel at Red Sea Saved Bu Faith. (Heb. Spirit. “The apostles had laid hands on him (Acts 6: 6); he per-
11: 29.) - formed many miracles (Acts 8: 13). Philip was dlfferent from

many preachers today. He had been preaching to great crowds
in the city; God sent him to a desclate place to preach to one
. man, Philip did not complain or refuse to go because there
. 8. The testimony afforded by Moses, the ground of thelr w,u14 not be great “érowds to preach to. He did not inquire about
1gith, the pay, or I they had a fine building, or what their social pres-

4 ahe?rd;:;fg of life with the fear of death, the motive of fzz"Tiont be. The Lord recognizes the fact that great good can

; . . be done by preaching to even one person at a time; he preached
3. Thedforward movement, the in;f[uepce of their faith. to one woman through whom many persons were led to believe
8. Salvation from their enemies, the ‘effect of their faith. __em him, (John 4: 39-41.)

1. The Israelites were the subjects of falth—the believers.
2. The God of Israel, his word, the object of their faith.

VIII App!ication. of These Principles: . . ’ (3) Preaching. God's word was the direet agency in the
1. Man, the sinner, is the subject of faith. (Heb, 11: 6)  ‘eunuch’s conversign. In no case of ‘New Testament conversion

9. Christ, the Savior, is the object of faith. (John 20: Was one saved except through the instrumentality of the word.

. 80, 81.) Christ ordained that the word should be preached to save pesple.

3. The testimony of the word of God is the ground of faith, (Mark 1..H__x—~6' 15, 16,) ~Christ, John, Peter, and Paul testify that it

(Acts 10: 43; John 5: 37; 5; 39; Rom, 10: 17.) is through the word that one is made a believer: {(John 17: 20;

. i f spiritual life and life eternal is the motive 20: 30, 81; Acts 15: 7-9; Rom. 10: 13-17.), Tt is through obedlence

4 Egl :acilt?. re of splritual life to the word one is now saved. {(James 1: 21, 22; 1 Pet, 1: 22, 23.)

5. Obedience to CGod’s authority is the influence of faith. No miracles were performed there were no mn‘aculous m™ani-
(Acts 2: 38; Mark 16: 15, 16; Matt. 7: 21; Acts 22: 16; festations to the eunuch in his conversion; hence, since none need-
Gal. 3: 26, 27; Rom. 6: 17.) ed then, none needed now. .

6. Salvation from sin is the effect of faith. Faith, like a 3. Philip’s question; the eunuch’s answer. Philip asked: “Up=

. guardian angel, leads men to repentance, confession, bap~ derstandest thou what thou readest?” How did the eunuch an-

" tism, salvation, progression, and education in righteous- swer? “How can I, except God reveals it to me in a dream? or

; herish g faith which-— the Spirit operates anw__giveg_mg a revelation? or I see a vision? ur

=z mess Let Us cheriah a . hear a stifl, small voice?” None of these, but “How can I, ex-
* “Bears us through this earthly itrife, cept some should guide me” (Vexse.31). His conversion

And triumphs in immortal life. was accomp%:shed entirely through the teaching of a man, with-

(This outline was suggested by a sermon preached by William ouf anything mysterious. 'The eunuch’s answer shc?wed a humblg
J. Barbee in San Antonio, Texas, about 1876. Brother Barbee was  spirit; he was ready and willing fo learn. e did not demand

a graduate of medicine taking the degree of M.D. in 1836.—W.G.J.) God’s word be made to conform to his way of thinking.
4. Philip’s sermon. “Then Philip opened his mouth and be-
gan at the same seripture, and preached unto him Jesus.” Doubt-

less he mentioned other prophecies, told of their fulﬁllment in

Bible Lesson for Sunday, MaEEh 15 1953 Christ, related facts of h%s I‘inr’th life, great works, wonderful
Boy'd.. Heany teachings, death, burial, resurrectmn and c coronation. " PLi 111p

An Example of Coaversion : simply preached the gospel, God’s power to save. (Rom. 1: 1.}

- Text: Actrs 8: 26-40 ‘ The only method God has of drawing souls to him is through

I'ntmductwn The examples of conversion in the book of Acts teaching, their hearing’ ‘and learning. (John 6: 44, 45; 2 Thess,
bear the double stamp of approval by the Holy Spirit. (1) The 2: 14.)
preaching was done by inspired men; hence, if any error in the The sermon included (1) facts to be believed /1 Cor. 131 1-4);
terms lald down by them, it must be charged to the Spirit, not (2} commands to be obeyed; (a) beheve {Acts 18: 31); (&) repent
them. (2) The Inspired historian was directed by the Spirlt to | (Acts 17: 30); (o) confess Christ (Rom. 10: 9, 10); be baptized
select the examples appearing in Acts. These accounts of con~ for remission of sins (Acts 2: 38). (3) Promises to be enJoygd
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1 remission of sins; (b) gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2: 38);

. eternal life (1 John 2: 25; Tit. 1: 2). (4) The threats {o those

o refuse to obey. (2 Thess, 1: 7-10.)

The preachers of that day “determined not to know anything
(1 Cor 2: 2)

you, save Jesus Christ, and him ‘erucified.”

_ Jreal tragedy today that “preachers “have taken away iny
rd, and I know not where they have laid him.” He is eclipsed
h sermons on politics, ethics of philosophy, ete. The greatest
sation in the world today would be the preaching of the sim-
gospel of Christ, even in some churches of Christ.

{ 3® The eunuch’s question; Philip’s answer. ,“What doth hinder
to_be baplized?” Did Philip tell Him They must TeTurh o J6-
alem and get the church to ygte on him first? and that he must
it an acceptable experience? or first be placed under, suspicion

““months? or call upon him to pray, shout, beg, plead, and
"ify at a mourner’s bench? Did Philip say he did not need to
baptized? or that he was wholly passive, and there was nothing
could do? Did he call for God, Christ, and the Spirit to come
VIT and < convert the man? What could they have done if they
{“zome? Only preach the gospel, the terms of pardon, ex-
'y as Philip did, and as was done in every case of conversion
the New Testament (Rom. 1: 16; 1 Cor. 1: 18-21,) Philip

ot ask the man if he “believed_that God for Christ’s sake
i pardoned Bis sing™ His answer coneurs with Mark 16: 16:

. fhat believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” He slmply
fessed faith in Christ, was baptized for the remission of sins.
§-The eunuch’s response o, Philip gwtizisaugr, - He did not cavil.
was Uniike the many today. He did not say: “I am a Jew; I
ieve your story, but if I am baptized, it will reflect on my
ents”™ He did not bother about what the priest would think,
iis family and friends.

He made no excuse he was an honest
1 desiring salvation and was ready to obey.
7. Bagmsm«of*sthe eunyuch. The record says they came unio a
ain water; | “they went inio the water, Pluhp baptiz zed him, and
y came out of the water. Heé was buriéd ih water and thereby
“into Christ. (Rom 6: 8, 4; Gal. 3: 27; Col, 2: 12.) His im-
tintg obedience, as in the case of all other conversions in Acts,
:he importance attached to it.
zume think this meant “Holy Ghost baptism.” No; the eunuch
11 “See,here ] ismpater.” " It was not the Holy Spirit in which
was baptized, but water, which could be seen, Philip was not
Tethodist preacher, or he would have asked how he wanted to
baptized: sprinkled, poured, or immersed. He was not a Bap-
preacher, else he would have taken him back to Jerusalem for
xYote of the church and to get permlssmn to baptlze him. He
: not a Hollngss preacher, for he would have called for three
uitisms: Holy Ghost, fire, and water, while Paul says there is
Y one. (Eph. %7 75.)” In the preachmg of Christ the eunuch
-ned he must be baptized in water. One canng
gt without including the necessity of baptism,
8. What chuich did the eunuch join? He did not join any.
2 dpes 1ot join the Lord’s church. Upon obedience to (od’s
s of pardon, cne is by him added to his chureh. (Acts 2:
47} There is only one body (Eph. 4: 4); the body is the
irch {Col. 1: 18); therefore, only one church to which he could
added. It is the church for which Christ died. (Acts 20: 28;
1. B5: 25.) Christ is the head of it. (Eph. 1: 22, 23.) All the
Sq_ued are in it. To enter Christ is to enter

(Eph. 5: 93, 26.3
church, which is his body. (Gal. 3: 37; 1 Cor. _1,2_“_ 13; Col. 1:
me body of Christ, and he is fhe Saviour
that body, it is necessary for you, sinner friend, to obey the
‘d’s will and enter it to be saved eternally.

9. What-did-Christ-do-for-the eunuch? He did-exaetly. as-he
f)ramlsm“'{hat those who believe on hith, repent.of sins, confess
-and are baptized shall be saved. (Mark 16: 16; Aects 2:
I-Ieb. 5: 8.) Christ can be trusted to keep his promises, (Heh.
5. 8.) or one to refuse to be baptized unless Christ saves
y is fo distrust the Lord.
The eunuch was able to rejoice after obedlence*lmbafﬁ‘hsm. R
sad of a Presbytenan preacher who went to be immersed.
.41 he would refuse to rejoice afterwards. But when he came
from the watery grave he could not restrain himself. Friends,
dy the eunuch’s conversion, do what he did, and the promises
yours.

Hiring Preachers

B. J. Boyp
Employing a preacher is one of the most important duties and

-80n:
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to make a tragic mistake. Most elders are business men, and .
they would not think of hiring a clerk, truck driver, or other em-
ployee without learning something of the applicant’s background,
integrity, dependability, and general fitness for the job; but when
a preacher is needed, some preacher hears of a vacancy, contacts
the elders, tells them he is a gospel preacher, preaches a trial
sermon, which is almost always good, and in which there is never
any reference to his position on any of the troublesome guestions
that are hindering the progress of the church, and he is hired.
Often, after it is too late, the elders learn that they have hired a
troublemaker, who caused a division in the last congregation with
which he worked, a fact which they could easily have known by
the exercise of ordinary diligence and care in checking the record
of the applicant. By the time they are aware of their mistake,
the preacher has already caused friction and discord in the con=-
gregation, and if the elders take action to terminate the preach-
er’s services, frequently there is & division in the congregation.
There is definitely only one solution to the problem. Elders must
be more cautions and careful in selecting a preacher.. Before a
preacher is hired, inquiry should be made of the elders-of the last
two or more congregations with which the applicant labored. If
he was a troublemaker at one place, he is likely to be a trouble-
maker at other places, and tear down in one year what it has
taken several faithful gospel preachers many years fo build up.
When hiring a preacher, a trial sermon is not enough, if elders
are to be sure that they are not getting a wolf in sheep’s clothing. -

The Battle of the Versions

R. C. FosTER
Professor, The Cincinnati Bible Seminary, Cmcmnatl, Ohio

{Continued)

Epiphanius and Irenaeus denounce Aquila for his mistransla-
tion of the messianic passages and lay bare his bitter hatred for
Christianity. About AD. 140, Justin Martyr wrote his famous
Dialogue With Trypho, the account of a debate he had had with
a Jew named Trypho. This was about ten years after the daie
scholars assign to Aquila’s translation. In the Dialogue With
Trypho, Justin argues for many pages over the meaning of almah
and shows conclusively that the Jews in their recent translations
are guilty of deliberate change of the meaning of the word from
“virgin® to “young woman” in order to falsify the Gospel of Mat-
thew and deny the virgin birth. He argues powerfully on the
context of Isa. 7: 14 that God was predicting a stupendous miracle
through this utteranceé of Isaiah, challenging Ahaz {o ask for a
sign in the heaven above or the earth beneath, and that the virgin
birth of the Messiah was predicted in the promised name of the
“Emanuel”’—"“God with us,” even as Matthew declares..
Justin Martyr goes further than this: he charges the Jewish trans-
lators of his time with deliberately mutilating the Hebrew text of
the Old Testament in the messianic passages, omitting key words
which enabled them to conceal or deny fhe messianic conten‘t '
(Dialogue With Trypho, LXXII-LXXIIL)

Irenacus assails Aquila as one of the biiter enemies of the .
Christian religion whose false teaching would destroy the truth
of God.
save us, giving us the token of the virgin. But not as some al-
lege, among those now presuming to expound the scripiure,
(thus): *‘Behold, a young woman shall conceive, and bring forth
a son,’ as Theodotion the Ephesian has interpreted, and Aquila of
Pontus, both Jewish proselytes. The Ebionites, following these,
assert that he was begotten by Joseph; thus destroying, as far as
in them lies, such a marvelous dispensation of God, and setting
aside the testimony of the prophets which proceeded 1rom God >
(Against Heresies, Chapter XX1.) '

Words frequently change their meanings with usage. It is
even possible for a single person to change on a specific occasiony

- the meaning of a word in a significant manner by the change of}

facial expression cr a peculiar lilt of the voice. The raucoug dety-’i__
of the roisterers of the Old West was ‘“When you say that word-—:
smile!” It is all the more possible for a people embittered by
controversy to change the meaning of a word. The unanimity of}
the Jewish lexicons of the Middle Ages and of modern times, 1n~
declaring that almah.means merely a young woman of marriage=
able age without regard as to whether married or unmarried,’
whether respectable or disrephtable, must be considered in the
light of the bitter controversy. The translators do not cite these
lexicons; they go back as far as they can--to Aquila. :

“God, then, was made man, and the Lord did himself : .



