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DANGERS AND PROBLEMS FACING THE CHURCH 

INTRODUCTION 

 1.  Dangers and problems have always faced the church, and always will!  (1)  Paul warned the Ephesian elders about the danger of "grievous wolves" entering in among them    "not sparing the flock" in about A.D. 58 ( Acts 20: 28 - 31).  (2)  Paul urged Timothy to remain in Ephesus to charge some that they "teach no other doctrine" in A.D.    64 ( I Tim. 1:3).  (3)  Certain men came from Judaea to the church in Antioch trying to bind circumcision (Acts 15: 1 - 2).   1.  This question was settled by the Holy Spirit once and for all (Acts 15: 23 - 29).  (4)  Paul warned of the dangers of departures from the faith when he wrote the two letters to Timothy    (I Tim. 4: 1 - 6; II Tim. 4: 2 - 5).  (5)  Paul said when he wrote 2 Thessalonians that the "mystery of lawlessness is already at work" ( 2    Thess. 2:7).  (6)  Peter said in his second general letter that "there will be false teachers among you" ( 2 Pet. 2:1).  (7)  John said, "many false prophets have gone out into the world" (I John 4:1). 2.  In the parable of the wheat and the tares Jesus tells us the origin of all error and denominationalism  (Matt. 13: 24 - 30, 37 - 39). 3.  The children of the Kingdom will have to contend with and oppose the tares (the teachings of men -  Matt. 15:9) until the end of the world. 4.  Every generation of Christians has to contend with error - in and out of the church.  The devil is not  going to stop sowing tares through his agents ( 2 Cor. 11: 13 - 15). 5.  About fifty years after the church was restored on this continent, many congregations began to depart  from the faith over the missionary society.  (1)  In 1849 the first missionary society of national scope was organized.  (2)  In 1919 the United Christian Missionary Society was formed. 6.  The steps that led to the United Christian Missionary Society are as follows:  (1)  "Cooperative Meetings"  (2)  "Organized Cooperation  (3)  "Bible Society"  (4)  The "American Christian Missionary Society  (5)  Many organizations too numerous to list 
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 (6)  The "United Christian Missionary Society" 7.  Departures from the Faith in our day has been one step at a time! 8.  We must meet problems and error head-on; must stop it in the beginning! 9.  Let us now turn to the problems and dangers that we face.  
I.  THE PROBLEM OF INDIFFERENCE 

  
 1.  This is the spirit of the age in which we live, and it is affecting the church; is one of our problems!  2.  "Indifference" means:  "lack of feeling for or against; apathy; lack of sufficient importance (Webster). 

 3.  Many members of the church are indifferent toward the church and its work.  They are indifferent    toward:   (1)  Attendance (Heb. 10:25).   (2)  Bible Study ( 2 Tim. 2:15).   (3)  Personal Work (Acts 8:4).   (4)  Giving ( I Cor. 16:1 - 2).   (5)  Unity ( Eph. 4: 1- 6; I Cor. 1:10; John 17: 20 -21). 
 

II.  LACK OF CONVICTION    1.  This, again, is the spirit of the age in which we live.  2.  This is the age of "tolerance".  3.  One who has convictions is looked upon as some kind of strange person who needs to be avoided.  4.  In the religious world the general attitude is that one religion or denomination is as good as the    other; don't say anything about what is wrong with any other religion!  5.  Many in the church have no real convictions about many things ("conviction" means:  "a strong    belief"; "a doctrine or proposition which one firmly believes -- fixed belief"):   (1)  No conviction on immodest dress; mixed swimming; or lascivious behavior such as dancing and    petting ( I Tim. 2: 9 - 10; Gal. 5:19).   (2)  No conviction against indecent movies -- they are a way of life with many!   (3)  No conviction against vile language; is used by many members of the church (Eph. 4:28)!   (4)  No conviction against social drinking; it is accepted and defended (I Pet. 4:3 "drinking parties"     NKJV). 
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  (5)  No conviction against gambling; many see nothing wrong with it and engage in it.   (6)  Members of the church see nothing wrong with missing worship services in order to engage in     recreational outings -- members are more concerned with having a good time than service to     the Lord (2 Tim. 3:4)!   (7)  No conviction on marriage, divorce and remarriage.   (8)  No conviction about the church being involved in social activity ( I Cor. 11:22).   (9)  No conviction on institutionalism.   (10)  No conviction on church discipline ( 2 Thess. 3:6).   (11)  No conviction against fornication ( I Cor. 6: 18).   (12)  No conviction about the mission of the church:    1.  Preach the gospel to the lost.    2.  Edify the saved.    3.  Help needy saints.  6.  This lack of conviction is also seen on the part of preachers:   (1)  Many preachers today will not take a stand on any controversial issue.   (2)  It is not unusual to hear of some well-known preacher having changed his position from a     Biblical stand to some popular error of today.   (3)  Some preachers who once opposed liberalism are now found to be leaders in promoting     liberalism.  7.  We need people of conviction in the Lord's church today ( 2 Cor. 4:13; Jude 3; Phil. 1:17).   (1)  We need convictions about:    1.  The plan of salvation.    2.  Marriage, divorce and remarriage    3.  Scriptural worship    4.  Morals    5.  Faithfulness    6.  Attendance    7.  Institutionalism    8.  The work of the church    9.  The mission of the church    10.  The organization of the church.    11.  Discipline 



pg. 5 
 

   12.  Evangelism  
III.  THE PROBLEM OF BEING "A SEPARATE PEOPLE" AS GOD WOULD HAVE US  
 BE.    1.  The people of God must be separated from the works of darkness (Eph. 5:11; I Pet. 1: 15 - 16; I    Thess. 4:7).  2.  The line of separation between righteousness and unrighteousness must ever  be observed by God's    people ( 2 Cor. 6: 14 - 7:1).  3.  God's people must be "salt" and "light" (Matt. 5: 13 - 16).  4.  They must not be fashioned according to this world ( Rom. 12:1 - 2).  5.  We are to "show forth the praises" of God in the world ( I Pet. 2: 9 - 10).  6.  God's people have always been a "separate people" in the world:   (1)  Israel dwelled alone:  "The people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the   
   nations" (Num. 23:9).   (2)  "The Lord . . . put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel" (Ex. 11:7).  7.  God's people must not love the world ( I John 2:15 - 17).  8.  God's people today must learn from Israel's compromises with the world ( I Cor. 10:11; 10: 1 -10).  9.  The temptation to compromise with the world, denominationalism, and the enemies of truth is    everywhere.  10.  There is no room for compromise in the New Testament church!   (1)  Gal. 1: 10   (2)  Gal. 2:5   (3)  I Tim. 4:16   (4)  Acts 20:28   (5)  2 Cor. 6: 17 - 18  11.  The church at Pergamos had some who held the doctrine of Balaam (Rev. 2:14).   (1)  This was the doctrine of compromise:    1.  God's people followed the teaching of Balaam, and the anger of the Lord was kindled against      them (Num. 25:3; 31:16; Rev. 2:14).    2.  Twenty-four thousand died because of their sin and compromise (Num. 23:9).   (2)  Those who compromise must repent (Rev. 2:16). 
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  (3)  Compromise will destroy a congregation ( I Cor. 5:6).  
IV.  THE PROBLEM OF PREACHING    1.  There is no more important problem facing the church than the problem of preaching.  2.  The character of the church is determined (and has always been determined) by the character of the    preaching being done.  3.  The Holy Spirit revealed to the apostles and prophets all the truth -- the gospel ( John 16:13; Eph.    3:5).  4.  It was the preaching of the gospel that brought the church into existence on Pentecost ( Acts 2: 4,    41).  5.  The church "continued steadfastly" in the apostle's doctrine (Acts 2: 42).  6.  "It pleased God by the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe". (I Cor. 1:21).  7.  The character of the church cannot be changed unless the character of the teaching is changed.  8.  So many of our problems in the church are rooted in the problem of the wrong kind of preaching.  9.  Nations and institutions of various kinds depend upon various means to accomplish their ends; God    depends on preaching!    (1)  The United States depends a lot on its armed might to keep peace in the world.   (2)  Rome depended upon its armed might to conquer the world.   (3)  The Roman Catholic church has developed a worldly religion with wealth, political power, high     places of power, and a compromise with sin to achieve its growth.   (4)  But, the God of Heaven intends for His work to be accomplished by the "foolishness of the  
   message preached to save those who believe" (I Cor. 1:21; Mark 16:15, 16; Rom. 1:16).  
V.  THE RIGHT ATTITUDE TOWARD PREACHING    1.  Paul took himself seriously as a preacher:   (1)  I Tim. 2:7; I Cor. 9:16   (2)  Acts 20:20, 24, 26 - 27  2.  Paul taught that men who preach must take themselves seriously:   (1)  He told Timothy to "take heed unto thyself" (I Tim. 4:16).    1.  A preacher ought to critically examine his attitude. 
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  (2)  He told him to take heed "unto the doctrine" (I Tim. 4:16).    1.  A preacher needs to ask himself, "What is my attitude toward the truth?" (I Tim. 4:16).    2.  A preacher must not compromise the truth in his heart; if he does, problems will spring up      that will affect many souls!  
VI.  THE SPIRIT OF AMBIGUITY IN PREACHING    1.  Indistinctiveness in preaching.  2.  The spirit of reservation that causes many to fail to put emphasis upon clearly revealed truth.  3.  Preaching that fails to emphasize and underscore the distinctive characteristics that separate the    church from denominationalism; from the world and everything that pertains to it, is the wrong    kind of preaching! 
  (1)  It takes a pretty high grade of courage to do that kind of preaching!  4.  The preacher (or the Christian) must not be terrified nor intimidated by their adversaries (Phil.    1:28).  5.  Preachers must be set for the defense of the gospel (Phil. 1: 17).  6.  The preacher is to "Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with  
  all longsuffering and doctrine." (2 Tim. 4: 2).  7.  The right kind of preacher ought to be an exceptional kind of man; he needs a lot of courage.   (1)  It took courage for Paul, in Athens alone, to dispute with Jews in the synagogue (Acts 17:7);     with men in the marketplace (Acts 17:17); and to address the philosophers (Acts 17: 18 - 19).   (2)  It took courage for Stephen to address the Jewish council (Acts 6: 15; 7: 51 - 54).  
VII.  WE NEED THE MIND (SPIRIT) OF CHRIST IN OUR PREACHING (Phil. 2:5)    1.  Some seem to think that Jesus Christ had only a gentle, sweet spirit that would not oppose nor stand    against anything.   (1)  Our Lord was gentle, sweet, loving and kind on occasions; stern and unyielding on other     occasions -- "the Lion of the tribe of Judah" (Rev. 5:5).  2.  The spirit (mind) of Christ toward error was absolute intolerance !   (1)  Matt. 15: 3 - 14 -- He condemned the doctrines of men.   (2)  Matt. 15: 18 - 20 -- He condemned evil thinking.   (3)  Matt. 23: 23 -- He condemned partial obedience. 
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  (4)  Matt. 7: 15 - 20 -- He condemned false prophets.   (5)  Matt. 16: 6, 12 -- He condemned the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees.  3.  Preachers of the gospel must be absolutely intolerant toward error (Jude 3; Phil. 1:17; Gal. 2:5; I Tim.   6:20).  4.  The preacher who will withhold the truth for fear he will hurt someone in his audience is not worthy   to preach the gospel  (Gal. 1:10)!  
VIII.  THE PROBLEM OF NEUTRALITY IN PREACHING    1.  There is a spirit of neutrality in preaching many times.   (1)  "Loaded" issues come up that any capable preacher who knows the Bible ought to be able to     see.   (2)  The preacher knows what is right, but he also knows that if he takes a stand it will cost him     popularity, friendships, meetings, and he may have to move from his present location.   (3)  His sympathies are with those who are standing for the truth, but he does not have the courage     to stand up and fight himself!    1.  This kind of preacher never takes a stand on any issue until he sees which way the "wind      blows"!    2.  This kind of man will come out right if the pressure goes the right way; he might not come      out at all if the pressure goes the wrong way -- he just tries to stay on neutral ground.  2.  Jesus said a man could not be neutral (Matt. 12:30)!  3.  In time, these "middle-of-the-road" preachers are found on the side of error!  4.  There have always been men who tried to be neutral on the issues that faced God's people:   (1)  The division over the missionary society and instrumental music.   (2)  Pre-millennialism   (3)  Institutionalism   (4)  The sponsoring church   (5)  Marriage and divorce   (6)  Calvinism; grace-unity movement   (7)  Worldliness   (8)  Social drinking  
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IX.  THE PROBLEM OF THE SPIRIT OF NON-CONTROVERSY IN PREACHING    1.  The spirit of non-controversy manifests itself in several ways, some we are going to study.   (1)  Many would over-emphasize the positive and de-emphasize the negative in preaching.    1.  What we need is a proper balance of both positive and negative preaching (teaching).    2.  Both positive and negative preaching is required by the scriptures.     (1)  NEGATIVE:  "Expressing, implying or containing a negation; as a negative answer;       opposed to affirmative; to deny; contradict; to prove false; disprove."          (2)  POSITIVE:  "Definitely or formally laid down or expressed; admitting of no doubt,      definite; decisive; absolute - not relative or comparative; confident; certain - affirmative      - concrete, sure; definitely set; explicitly laid down; admitting of no question or       modification".  3.  Jesus Christ is both positive and negative (Heb. 1:9).  He "loved righteousness, and hated iniquity;" --   "loved righteousness" is positive; "hated iniquity" is negative.  4.  God demanded that Israel "hate the evil, love the good" (Amos 5:15); "hate" is negative and "love" is    positive.  5.  Christians are to "abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good" (Rom. 12:9); "abhor that  
  which is evil" is negative; "cleave to that which is good" is positive.   (1)  There are things to hate and things to love; we must learn to hate what is  to be hated as well as     love what is to be loved.  6.  Jeremiah was commissioned by the God of heaven to do some negative preaching:   (1)  Jer. 1:10:  "See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to  
   pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant". 

   1.  The negatives:  "root out", "pull down", "destroy" and "throw down". 

   2.  The positives:  "to build", "to plant".   (2)  This commission has four (4) negative actions and two (2) positive actions; the negative     precedes the positive.  7.  Paul charged Timothy (and all preachers) to preach the word ( 2 Tim. 4:2).   (1)  What is involved in preaching the word?    1.  "Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and teaching" ( 2 Tim. 4:2).     (1)  Two negatives, one positive.     (2)  The sinner needs to be "reproved" -- convicted of guilt of sin; "rebuked" -- for sinful       conduct. 
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    (3)  Then he needs to be "exhorted" to make the proper changes in obedience.     (4)  There is no need to call one to action until he is aware of his need in life to change.  8.  The New Testament abounds in negatives; many passages require the same thing as the words "thou 
  shalt not" of the Old Testament.   (1)  Heb. 10:25:  "not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together". 

  (2)  I Cor. 7:5:  "Defraud ye not one the other . . . "   (3)  Gal. 6:9:  "And let us not be weary in well doing; . . . "   (4)  Eph. 4:17:  ". . .  walk not as the other Gentiles walk. . . " 

  (5)  Eph. 4:25:  ". . . putting away lying. . . " 

  (6)  Eph. 4:26:  "Be ye angry, and sin not;"   (7)  Eph. 5:3:  "But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among  
   you, as becometh saints;". 

  (8)  Eph. 5:11:  "And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove  
   them." 

  (9)  Eph. 6:4:  ". . . provoke not your children to wrath;".   (10)  Titus 2:11 - 12:  God's grace teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts.   (11)  God's answer to the devil's temptation to do wrong is "NO".  9.  Preaching which avoids the negative fails to impress upon the hearers the whole truth.  10.  Examples of what happens when the negative is minimized:   (1)  When the use of instrumental music in worship is not exposed as being unscriptural, it becomes    a matter of little concern to God's people -- and, in time, many see nothing wrong with it.   (2)  When the use of human organizations to do the work of the church is not exposed, it time many     see nothing wrong with them!   (3)  When divorce for any cause, dancing, petting and drinking are not preached against many will     become involved in these sins.  
X.  THE PROBLEM OF LEADERSHIP    1.  One of the great problems in congregation after congregation is leadership -- the lack of it.  2.  "Leadership" means:  "the ability to lead".  3.  There is the leadership of elders who have the oversight of the church; the leadership of deacons;    teachers; preachers; and individual Christians. 
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  (1)  Personal leadership is shown when an individual Christian reaches out to teach others the     gospel.    1.  Aquila and Priscilla showed leadership in teaching Apollos (Acts 18: 24 - 26).  4.  Many congregations today are without elders to lead them.  5.  There can be no progress without leadership.  6.  Leadership is the key to the spiritual development of the church.  7.  What does it mean to be a leader?   (1)  Leadership is based on desire (I Tim. 3:1).   (2)  Leadership means love for the church and its work ( Rev. 2: 1 - 7).   (3)  Leadership means following Christ (I Pet. 2:21).    1.  Take up your cross daily (Luke 9:23).   (4)  Leadership demands responsibility.    1.  " . . . No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God."     (Luke 9: 62).   (5)  Leadership means being "out front".  One cannot lead well from the "back of the pack".   (6)  Leadership involves sacrifice.    1.  One must be willing to give time, talent and money to the Lord's work.    2.  The work of the church must come first in the leader's life.    (7)  Leadership is a demanding work.   (8)  Leadership demands courage.    1.  God did not give us a spirit of fear (II Tim. 1:7).    2.  A coward will not lead very far in the Lord's work.   (9)  Leadership means hard work (Rev. 2:10).   (10)  Leadership means self-control.    1.  One must control his speech and his life (I Cor. 9:27).  8.  Qualities of a spiritual leader:   (1)  He knows God and His will for his life (John 17:3).   (2)  He seeks the kingdom first; nothing comes before the church (Matt. 6:33).   (3)  He seeks to have the mind of Christ (Phil. 2: 5 - 8).   (4)  He has his mind set on things above (Col. 3: 1 - 2).   (5)  He thinks properly (Phil. 4:8; Prov. 23:7).   (6)  He is a doer of the word (James 1: 22). 
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  (7)  He is a non-conformist (Rom. 12: 1- 2).   (8)  His life is a pattern of good works (I Tim. 4:12).   (9)  He is a producer of spiritual fruits (Gal. 5: 22 - 26).   (10)  He has a gentle and humble spirit in dealing with others ( 2 Tim. 2: 24 - 26).  9.  Leaders must be servants:   (1)  Jesus set the example for us (Matt. 20: 25 - 28).   (2)  Jesus washed the apostle's feet (John 13: 4 - 9).  10.  A leader knows the Lord requires his life be centered on the other person.   (1)  Love one another (John 13:34).   (2)  Prefer one another (Rom. 12:10).   (3)  Edify one another ( Rom. 14:19).   (4)  Bear one another's burdens ( Gal. 6:2).   (5)  Forbearing one another ( Eph. 4:2).   (6)  Be kind one to another (Eph. 4:32).   (7)  Comfort one another ( I Thess. 4:18.   (8)  Pray for one another (James 5:16).   (9)  Consider one another (Heb. 10:24).   (10)  Forgive one another (Col. 3:13).  11.  The qualifications for the overseers of God's people -- the Elders.   (1)  I Tim. 3:1  - 7; Titus 1: 5 - 9  
XI.  THE DANGER OF MODERNISM    1.  Every generation of the church is faced with this problem.  2.  Modernism is just another name for INFIDELITY.  3.  Modernism is not a single system of ideas, but an ATTITUDE toward things divine.  It is found in    varying degrees among men.  It is an irreverence for that which is divine, and puts trust in and    reliance upon human wisdom.   (1)  Modernism exalts "reason" and "experience" as authority for the lives of men and women.  4.  Modernism is not really modern, it is as old as man -- Cain was a modernist (Gen. 4: 1 - 9).  5.  Basic causes of Modernism: 
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  (1)  Many things are done in religion to please men without regard to God's will - "will worship"     (Col. 2:23)   (2)  Many things are done because they appeal to the emotions of man.    1.  Man's emotions have caused him to set aside God's law down through the ages of time.    2.  Man's emotions cause him to set aside God's law to save man.   (3)  Many things are done because they are popular.    1.  Israel wanted a king in order to be popular (I Sam. 8:5).    2.  The chief rulers (John 12: 42 - 43).    3.  Many today disregard God's law because of popularity.   (4)  Many things are done in religion because it seems best from the standpoint of human wisdom (I    Cor. 1: 21 - 31).   (5)  The inordinate desire for that which is new (Acts 17:31).    1.  Many want change and are not concerned to measure the change by the word of God.  6.  Symptoms of Modernism:   (1)  Men seeking to make the religion of Jesus Christ acceptable to the world by deleting those     things which the world finds offensive.    1.  Don't preach the negative.    2.  Don't hold up the moral standard of the Bible.    3.  Don't preach that there  is just one church; de-emphasize the church.   (2)  When men seek to substitute a materialistic gospel of social service for the blood-bought     gospel:    1.  The social gospel is centered in the betterment of man on this earth.    2.  The social gospel concept wants to use the church as a tool to accomplish social purposes.     (1)  Furnish parties, fun and frolic for the young.     (2)  Build "life centers" or "fellowship halls" for all.     (3)  Support schools.     (4)  Support human institutions to do all kinds of benevolence.     (5)  To help with political and social reform.    3.  The gospel of Christ and the social gospel differ in purpose.     (1)  The purpose of the social gospel is improvement of social conditions upon this earth.        The purpose of the gospel of Jesus Christ is the salvation of the souls of men (Rom.1: 16;       Luke 19:10; Mark 16: 15, 16). 
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     (2)  The social gospel concerns itself with disease, poverty, delinquency, government,       international affairs, race relations, economics, politics, and secular education.  The       gospel of Jesus Christ concerns itself with those things concerning the souls of man --       their spiritual welfare and eternal salvation (Rom. 1:16).  7.  Some of the results of Modernism:   (1)  When one is afflicted with modernism he loses his convictions about God's plan of salvation for     lost man.   (2)  He begins to accept human plans, and accepts the idea that God's grace is extended apart from     divine law.   (3)  Sin in the lives of Christians is no longer fought; sin is minimized and overlooked.   (4)  Members influenced by modernism lose zeal and courage to fight the good fight of faith.   (5)  Modernism in its first stages minimizes the authority of the written word of God; in its final     hold on man, it causes him to:    1.  Deny the inspiration of the Bible -- says it is inspired only in the sense that Shakespeare is      inspired.     (1)  The Bible teaches that "all scripture is given by inspiration of God" (II Tim. 3:16; II Pet. 1:       20 - 21).    2.  To deny that Jesus is the son of God -- Modernism denies His deity.     (1)  The Bible teaches that He is the "only begotten of the Father" (John 3:16; Matt. 16:16;       John 1:14).  He is equal with God (Phil. 2:6); and He is God ( John 1:1).    3.  To reject the virgin birth:     (1)  The Bible teaches that He was begotten of God Almighty through the power of the Holy       Spirit and born of the virgin Mary (Luke 1:35; Isa. 7:14; 9:6).     (2)  The Biblical account of His birth describes it as a virgin birth (Gal. 4:4).    4.  To describe the death of Jesus as that of a martyr.     (1)  The Bible teaches that Jesus died voluntarily (John 10:18).     (2)  He gave His life a ransom for many (Matt. 20:28).     (3)  Propitiation for the sins of the whole world ( I John 2:2).     (4) He was a "Lamb slain" from the foundation of the world (Rev. 13:8).     (5)  Without the death of Christ we could not be saved (Matt. 26:28; Heb. 9: 22).    5.  To deny that Jesus arose from the dead.     (1)  Thomas examined the wounds (John 20: 27 - 29).     (2)  Rom. 1: 4     (3)  Paul ( I Cor. 15: 1 - 8; 15: 13 - 20). 
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   6.  To deny the second coming of the Lord.     (1)  Acts 1: 9 - 11     (2)  Rev. 1: 7     (3)  I Thess. 1: 9 - 10     (4)  Titus 2: 13 - 14     (5)  Heb. 9:28    7.  To "join hands" with almost any other "ism", to discredit the Bible and to destroy the       foundations of our faith.     (1)  Modernism and communism     (2)  Modernism and humanism     (3)  Modernism an psychology  8.  Modernism is the arch-enemy of the Bible; of the home; and of our civilization!   (Written by Donald Townsley) 
 


