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The following lessons deal vith Paul's statemert in 2 Timothy
3:1 that "in tre last days perilous times will come." The writer was
not undertaking to enumerate sins which would become prevalent just
before the second coming of Christ. Ye was warring Timothy and all
of us of tte wickedness that would exist throughout tre whole dispen-
sation in which Christians live. It is my conviction that "the last
days" include the age ir wvhieh we now live - the gosnel age. (See
Acts: 2:16,17 and Heb. 1:1,2.)

Vhere the King James Version has "perilovs times," the ’‘merican
Standard has "grievous times." The most literal idea is that of the
New fmericen Stardard, "difficult times." Tre conditions menticned by

tre grostle (2Tim.:3:1-8) make it very difficult for Christians to
remalr faithful to Clrist; but if we recogrize that these thirgs are
detrimertal to our sriritual good, we csn fortify ourselves against

them.,

These are indeed difficult times for the child of God. Young peo-
ple hrave grave difficrlties in securirg an education, finding marriage
partners, and in their gocial relationships generally. Parents face

numerous difficulties in ihe rearing of threir children, That a sort
of "social revelution" has been occurring for some time now is undeni-
able. That it roses serious difficultics for people who strive to go
to heaver shkould he obviecus to all.

In this series we shall cornsidcr some of the conditiors in society
which pose such threats to Crhristiars as to demand some respomse. Ve
shall lock at trese in the light of Mew Testamert teaching and seek to
rrovide scome BIBLE SOTUTICNS for those who are facing "difficult times."

Barney L. Keith
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God.
ken to mankind witl authcrity which must be respected, will make all the differ-
ence in tre world in one's attitude toward other peovrle and toward himself. The
Christian cannot help being concerned about the widespread revolt against God.

THP RFVCTT AGATRST GOD

Nothing is more fundamental than a correct view of, and attitude toward

Relief in the existence of Jehovah, and a firm conviction that He has spo-

I. GOD IS BFING RRCYTD FROM SOCTETY!'S VIT OF TL FROWTS. Our children are grow-

iT.

ing

I
R
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up ir a Godless world, and many arc being destroyed.

. Tn religious matters God is either being denied or disobeyed.

1. Therc is row even a "Churchk of Satan” with several branches over the
United Statcs.
2. Astrology and occult movements are increasing.

In educstional circles God is given little or no respect,

1, Fverything is explained on a naturalistic basis and the hias is strong
against the very idea of the supernatural. (The influerce of John
Dewey and others.)

2. Ir biology, history, scciolegy, literature, psychelogy, ceclogy (and
rearly cvery arca of study) thc texts and rrofessors are slanted
against faith in tte God of the Bible. Tre effects of all of this
are cumnlative.

Tn the political arca, particularly with Commurism, thcre is no room for

God. Witk all of the turmoil, corflict and confusion stirred up in recert
years, orly the Devil Fimself is being served - ccrtainly not Ged.

Tn social 1ife the same lack of corcern for God is evidenced by the mater-
ialism of the day - money possessions, TVINGS, status, ctc., have bccome
gods to many (even to some who claim still to believe in God).

THIS RFJECTTIW OF GCD H/S SIFUYS OWEN RCITOERD BY THE DFPR/VITY OF SCCIVTY.

r
Fe

B.

Faul vividly depicts the process of decay in Homans 1:18-32,

Tris cycle of events has occurred in various ages.- It con be secn among
the ancient Gentiles, the Greeks, the Romans, and evern in modcrr times.
It may very wcll be that the samc sequence is unfoldirg in our ovn
country loday. -

When mer lose faith in Cod and "is werd, treore is neo absolute standasrd to
dctermine what "ought™ to be or "ought not" to be. WNo truec moral stand-
ard can possibly exist for tle atteist or the infidel. If so, what can
it be?
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LESSOA TT-1DIFFICULT TTMES!
Barney Kelth

A CORUPT VIEW OF THE ORIGIN AND JATURE OF MAN

Introduction:

As was pointed out in the preceding lesson, there has been a general move to
repudiate the God of the Bible. OScepticism and outright atheism are not uncommon.
when men reject the idea of a God who exercised His creative power to bring all
things into existence, including man himself, they must form some alternative ex-
planation for the origin and nature of man. Theism and atheism lead in different
directions. Atheism makes of man something quite unlike what the word of God says
he is. The theories of evolution present a perverted view of the nature of man.
Our young people are being brainwashed in many places.

I. WHAT THE BIBLE TEAGHES ABOUT THE ORIGIN AWD JATURE OF JAN.

A. Man is the product of Deity, the Yeffspring" of God (Gen.1,2; Acts 17:26-23).

B. Man is like tne animals in certain respects.

1. Both have physical composition from "the dust of the ground:
(Beel. 3:19,20; Gen. 2:7).
2. Both man and animals are "living souls" (Gen 2:7;.1:30).
a. The "life" in the beasts, etc. (Gen. 1:30) is the word for "a living
-soul."
3. Both have "the breath of life" in them (Gen 2:7; 7:15, 21-23),
4« The bodies of both will return to the dust (E¢cl. 3:19,20).

'C. But man is distinctly UNIQUE and is set apart from the animals.

. 1. God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness....and God
' created man in His own image; in the image of God created de him: male
and female created He them" (Gen. 1:25,27).
2. This is NOT said concerning the animals. Man is, therefore, JO0T just
a more highly developed animal--he is made in the image of the Creator.

D. Paul affirms that God made man and also sustains him (Acts 17:26-28).
E. As ﬁhe creation of God, man is to seek God and to worship Him (Acts 17:27).

F, ﬂaﬁ is a responsible, accountable creature who will face judgment before
God's Son (Acts 17:30,31).

G. The whole duty of man is swmned up in Eccl. 12:13: "FEAR GOD AJD KEEP HIS
COMLIANDITENTS"

II. WHAT EVOLUbeN TEACHES CONCERNING .AN.

A. rfan was not miraculously created, but gradually evolved and developed from
some simple, primitive organism. All forms of life now seen, 1t is clalied,
have thus evolved, botih plants and animals.

B. Contrary to the misleading statements of many "amateur" evolutionists, the
theory DOES claim that man indeed has come from monkey or ape ancestors.
(The leading authroities rebuke some of the lesser lights among them for
trying to conceal from the public this concept...Quotanions from George
Gaylord Simpson, N. G. iuller, etc.)




TII. THFFR IS GRTAT NFFD FOR CHRTSTINS TO BR /RMFD VITH RTASONS FOR BFLITVING
IN GOD. -

f. Unless we ean instill ip the minds of our young peorle a real faith,
based on solid evidence, we will continue to seec many turn from God to
atheism or scepticism. (Think of some valid rcasons for belicving in God.)

B. We must stress to our young people alsc the DIFFICULTIFS and the WRAK-
NTS5FS of athdism,

1. The impossibility of proving tlat God does not exist.

2. The lack of any satisfactory cxplanation of thc origin of life.

3. fttributing all of thre order scen in nature and man to pure chance,
(Consider the marvels of thre cve, car, reart; the process of photo-
synthesis, cte.)

Lk, Itheism makes man 2 mere maching without responsibility for his conduct,
(If atheism is true, Fov docs one c¢xplain mens ability to will, bis
pover of choice, his judgmental decisions about moral questions?)#

5. Vhat has attcism dore to make the vorld better? What motivation can
it offer? Vhat incentives to scrve tte good of humarity? What hope,
cheer of comfort dees it provide when man nceds such?

IV. GOD IS TO BF THR C'NTVR OF QUR LIVTS, THMT NBJRCT OF CUR FATTH AYD LOVE,

!+« Consider such passages as Mh. 22:37; 6:33; Fec. 12:13; 1 Jn, 5:3; cte.

B. Decspite suct tecaching thcre is much idolatry even asmong those vho claim
to be Crristians. Read 2 Tim. 3:1-6 and note the various things peorle
"in tte last days" vill LOVE: money, self, pleasure, cvil,

C. Tspecially in our day are reovrle irvolved in material things, with little
time left for God, the Bible, thc church, or service to the lord. 's
our children sec our absorrtion in materialism, are they learring from us
the importance of God in our lives? Ve may be able to give them cvery
material convenicnce and luvury moncy can buy and scc them 10°T, Trey
need more tran TEINGS.

CONCTUSTON ¢

The attitude one has toward God lies at the root of all of tis actions.
If God is FIRST, all else will be in ordcr. If He is rushed irto the background
of our lives, other things will fill the gap - carccr, sex, good times, wealth,
cte.

"If Jehovah be God, follow Him; if Baal, tren follow him" (1 Kings 18:21).
"vory person must make tle choice. This choicc has to be reaffirmed day after
day as ve docide whom we stall serve. Ve need the same attitude Joshua had so
that we can say, "WE WILL SWRV® JRFCV/HY (Joshua 2)1:15)




"DIFFICULT TIHES™
ey KLeit

THE SEX LEVOLUTICN - - ASSAULT ON i

CRALS

Introduciion:
1. That a ‘“revoluiion®
2. The demand for a2 u
ologists,

w7 morality comes Irom many
theologians and young intellesctuals.

i morals exists no one can doubt.
has evolved which amounts o sexual anarchy, unbridled
sources - geientists,

A “new” morality
lasciviousness.
soci-

3. The danger io our whole social struciture (especially to the family) is ex~
tremely great. Christians should be deeply concerned,
I, THE POLLUTION OF LOFALS IN TUE UNITED STATES IE WIDLCPLEAD.
&. Galacious, pormographic liteérature is published and sold by the tous.
B. Promiscuity and illegitimate birthe have inmcreased alammingly.
S. Gven homosezuality is now being justified uader the 'ew wmorality.”
(Somecne has come up with ithe idea of a for nomosexu
D. Lascivioustess, fornication, adulgery, eUPOSET
slon, vebellion against vules and ilaws 2f thesa
spreac trouble this country is in, with no relisf iz si
. The internal decay of Awerican society pavaliels that o
various ways.
IT. THE "MEW MOCALITY" STRIRES "nn VELRY FOUNDATION OF ZIRNLICAL ETHICE AND AD-
VOCATES A NEU SET oF GGZB?LILMM.
A, £ values the ultimate criteviown of right and wrong is NOT
aw (the _ible), but the individial's owvm personal, subiec-
“Love is exalted above “law.’ The catch phrase “situation
vecomz & cavdinal point ir the deocirine of the new wovalizy.”
t. The “rew morality™ is actuvally just a new spphiﬂ+4c( ed terwm fou
civiousmess, fornication, adultery, aud sodomy vhich are so clea:
woureed and fovbiddern in the woud of God.
III. TLf “Hed 1 QRALITY™ IS LUT ﬂ OF TEE LIAYL DISEAZE - INSYDELITY, LODE OF
TATTH IH TiE CUJBC 'I'I\f 2T E‘G‘U‘r—l‘D IN THE BIZLE,
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C. Some very fine works have beer published in recent years by men of science
to refute the claims of evoluticn. Favents should purchase some of thase
and become familiar with the chief argumenis aud their auswers. ULe concerned
zbout what your ¢hildren are being taught in their biology texis {(and others).

D. It will help your children to now:

o

1. That evolution is NOT a PROVED FACT, but is a TuREORY vhich, iz the very

a8
iature of things, caunot possibly be proved.

(]

2, That the number of reputable anti-evclution spolesmen is multiplying
in the scientific community itseif., Many scienkisis are mow oper:ly op-
posing the theory,

S. That move and more literature is becoming available which champions the
5ible view of man's origin aud nature.

4. That some states are now FORLIDDING science teachers to teach evolutiorn
ApkRad

ES
as THE explanation of the world in which we live, and requiring that
opportunity be given for the creatiouist viewpoint to be set forth.

IXI. IF THEE BI3LE IS THE INSPIRED WORD SF GOD, THE CIILISTIAN CANNOT BELIEVE THE

—

DOCYLINE COF EVOLUTICN.

A. It is absolutely coutrary to the teaching of Gcripture.

B. It either repudiates God altogether (atcheistic evolution) or it perverts
the Lible concept of God's creative wor™ in making mai,

C. It downgrades man who, according to the 3ible, is made in the very image
of God.

D. It "animalizes” man and makes him an irresponsible, helpliess product of
blind chance.

CONCLUSION:

David said, "I am fearfully and wonderfully made® (Psa. 139:14). There are
£oo many things about the wonderful creature calied marn that canrot be explaired
by the evolutionist. Accepting the view of man set forth in the Dible should re-
sult in vesponsible, useful, worthwhile and mverent paople, There is nothing in
evoiution that could make mer this Way.
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IV "DIFFICULT TIMES"

Barnev Keith

SELF-DESTRUCTION THROUGH DRUG ABUSE

Intreduction:

bt

Fomd

N

A
B

l. The problem of drugs abuse is REAL and MENACING; the statistics are
FRICHTENING AND STAGGERING. (David Lawrence called the present crisis
"The Worst Sickness in America History" in an article in 7.5. Fews and
World Report.)

2. The President reported that in seven years juvenile arrests involving
the use of drugs rose by almost 800 per cent (lessare to Congress,
July 1y, 1969).

3. Samples of newspaper articles, magazines, etc. pointing up the wide-
spread problem. (on campuses, in military bases, "rock festivals," etec.)

Li« The Akron, Chio Beacon Journal, in an article by Helen Carringer,report-
ed: "The nation's drug problem is growing sc rapidly that one teen-arer
dies each day from the use of drugs.” (Copied frem "Southeast Sower.™)

5. IE is a mistake to think that nobody in the churches of Christ have been
affected. HNumerous examples.

6. Ve shall examine some reasons why Christians cannot indulge in
"drugging" and be pleasine to God. (Ye are not discussing the taking
of medication prescribed for certain ills or diseases.)

HHY CAN A CHRISTIAN NOT EHGAGE IN DRUG ABUSE

¢ IS AN ILLEGAL ACTIVITY,

If there were no other wrong involved, this would he sufficient to keep
a real Christian from the evil of drug abuse.

No Christian can violate the law of the land without disobeving Bod
(Rom. 13%:1-7)

Penalties may vary from state to state, but the drug traffic is

against the law.

0 ABUSE _:.I,:E EARVFUL 10 GTHE FEALTH (Either physicd ly or mentally).

Some quotations from those in position to kunow.
The Christian cannot knowingly and deliberately abuse his body, for
it is the temple of the Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19, 20).

DRI ABUSE IS FORBIDDEN IN SCRIPTUE.

n
P

In Gal. 5:19-21 Paul lists the works of the flesh which will keep one
out of heaven. Verse 20 mentions "witchcraft" (KJF) or "sorecery" (ASV).
It is clear from the lexicons that the word thus translated means MOIE
than just sorcery.

"Pharmakeia” - according to Thayer's Lexicon, means {a) the use or the
administering of drugs; (b) poisoning; (c) sorcery, magical arts....

According to Souter's Lexicon, the word means "the practice of drugging...
sorcery, witcheraft,"

Earper's Lexicon states that the terms means. "the employment of drugs
for any purpose; sorcery, magic, enchantment."ﬁtﬁr7ﬂmﬂﬂﬁ$f§‘5ﬁ*ﬁtﬂg—“




Yhile it is true that the word can mean sorcery, it is not right to leave
out of its meaning that which is the FIRST definition each time - the
use of drugs. It is not difficult to see why druggins would be included
in the works of the FLESH Ffor that is the very source of motivation for
the practice.

IV. DRUG ARUSE IS YRONG BECATSE IT MAKES IT TMPQSSIRBLE FCR THE PERSCON T4 DO WHAT

——— it bt At i il

A, The teaching of Christ and the practice of that teaching demands the
exercise of a clear mind and a dedicated heart.(Both in obeying the
gospel and in growing spititually the mind, the intellect, is involved.)

B. SOBER Thinking is involved in serving Christ. Hence, whatever may affect
the mind to prevent reasonable, sane, sober action is WRONG. Tn take
into the body that which distorts realitv, confuses ths mind, or removes
one's inhibitions asainst wrong-doinge, or leads to erratic, irrational
behavior is S-I-N.

C. Some passages which show the importance of the mind or heart in serving
God: 1 Pet.1:13; Ph.2:5; Ph, 4:7,8; 2 Tim.1:7; Mat.22:37; Roml?12:2.

V. THE USE CF DRUGS GEMERALLY BRINGS ONE INTO ASSCCIATION "WITH EVIL COMPANIONS.

A. This would have to e true since the peovnle who traffic in drugs are NOT
noted for their piety, spirituality or holiness of life. One who has
become dependent on drugs, "hooked” or addicted, will resort to anything
to satisfy his "need" fgr druges. The exposure to what has become known
as the drug subculture can do the person no good.

B. The word of God warns us against"evil companionships” (1 Cor. 15:3%3).

CONCULSION:

Various things may contribute to the drug problem, but surelv much of the
fault liss in the home. With wverv little parental supervision manv young pecple
are "on their own." Mo authority or discipline is exercised, no concern is mani-
fested about who the child's companions are, where the child is spending his time,
how late he stays out at night, ete, FAMILY LIFE is disintegrating in many in-
stances. Parents who are Christians must assume the responsibilities God places
on them. '"'e cmanot leave our children to the streets to be reared and expect
them to remain free of society's ills.

(Some of the same things sgid about drugs could also be saild about the al-
cohol problem which has been partially obscured with all the concern about drugs.
It would be rather difficult for a child whose parents dring their beer or
whiskey to see what is so wrong lwith marijuana, speed, acid, etec. And it would
be rater ?ifficult for such a parent to try to correect and punish his child for
drug use.




LESSON V. "DIFFICULT TI¥ES"
Barney Keith

A SOLUTICN 0P THOSE "HO FACE "DIFFICULT TINES!

Introduction:

1. It is not surprisine that the Christian faces all sorts of difficulties
in trving to serve God. Since the "whole world lieth in the evil one®
(1 John 5:19), we should expect hardships, temptations and even persecu-
tions. Barly Christians were faced with these (1 Pet. Li:12-19),

2. "e can be sure that God does not demand the impossible of us when e re-
quires faithfulness and perseverance on our part, but rrovides us with
the means of overcoming difficult times (1 Cor. 10:13).

3+ In this final lesson we shall consider a few of the FUNDAMINT:L things
which will carry the Christian through whatever times may come to him.
Without these NO person can endure to the end and be saved. These are
things we must really work on,but if we are willing to pav the price,
the reward is certain. T

VHAT CAM QNE DO ABCUTYDIFRICULT TIFES™?

I. THE CHRISTIAN "ILL TOKZ ON HIS HEART, FOF OUT OF EE AEE THE ISSTES QF LIFE
(Prov. L:23).

As What we all meed in the church is real purnose of heart in cleavine to
the Lord (Acts 11:23).

B. Real enjoyment of the kinpdom of Cod is possible only to the "pure in
hear" (Matt. 5:8),

C. Since the heart is where one's treasure is (¥Mt. 6:21), we must be sure
that the FROPER treasures are the ones we seek (Col. 3:1, 23 Ft. 61494,
rﬁ&ttv 22:37)-

D. If the heart is set on right things, ereat strensth belonrs +o that
one - strength to do rirht and strength to resist wrong.

E. Let us strive for sincerity and real earnestness as members cof the church.

II. TFE CFRISTIAY WILL WIRTURE HIS FAITH, FO IT IS CNLY "BY FAITH" THAT FE CAN
PLEASE GOD.

A. The whole "walk" of the childof God is "by faith, not by sight" {2 Cor.
5:7). Hence, whatever he can do to maintain his faith should concern him.

B. The word of truth is the source of faith, so one must "pive diligence" to
be approved before God by abiding in that truth (2 Tim.2:1,-18).

C. A growing KNOWLEDGE of the insvired scriptures becrmes an increasine
strensth to the Christian, for his everv need is met by the all-sufficient
book (2 Tim. 3:16,17).

D. We need also to impart this kind of faith to our children (P Tim.3:1ly;
1:5). ("hat steps can parents take to instill such faith in their eni Irend)

E. We can never be strong by refusine to study the Bible at home, refusing
to attend the Bible classes provided by the congregation, or refraining
from talking about it %o others.
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III. THE CHRISTIAN T'ILL PROTECT HIS CONSCIENCE, FOR IN THIS WAY HE CAN AVO o
WAKING SEIPWRECK OF HIS FALTE (1 Tim. 1:18-20). e

A, Every Christian needs to strive to maintain a "good conscience" (1 Tim.1.3;
or a "pure conscience"” (2 Tim.1l:3). His conscience will help him by its
warnings, as long as it remains sensitive,

B, "Conscience" is from a word which literally means "joint knowledge.
knowledge along with."

1. Presupposes knowledge of some standard of right and wrong.(We must .
derstand, of course, that there is only one TRUE standard of right «nd
wrong - the word of God. Not all people recognize this.)

2. Presupposes the knowledge one has of his actual conduct
A e ————

Conscience is brought into play when one crmpares what he knows = s
actually doing with what he knows is the will of God. Conscience wi.i’
either approve or disapprove one's actions (Rom.2:1h, 15).

e

C. In order to have a good conscience, then,one must study to know what tic
true standard teaches (John 17:17; Psa. 119:101, 10, 105) and be ecareiu:
to bring his 1life into conformity with the truth.

D. There is preat danger in overriding the cry of one's conscience. A persca
may become "seared," or so hardened in sin as not even to care. This is
a certain guarantee that he will make shipwreck of the faith.

E« We surely cannot crow in our ability to overcome difficult times unless
we keep our consciences sensitive to our sins, and are thus made willin;
to repent and correct ocur lives.

IV. THE CHRISTIAN WILL WATINTAIN COMPLETESTRUST AND CONFIDENCE IN CHRIST, #Ch
E THIS ﬁﬁ ANTO . IO ALL THINGS HE NEEDS TO DO (Ph. 4:13).

A. Note some passages which point to the necessity of remembering Chrisy
2 Tim, 2:8; 1:12; L:17,18; Heb. 12:1,2; 1 Cor. 11:24=30.

B. The promise of victory over sin and Satan is for those who submit thew -
selves to Christ. The Revelation depicts Jesus as the conquering Le-
and assures the faithful Christians that they will share in this vicu-
if they but continue in faith. (Rev.,:9,10; 7:1L-17; 12:10-12; 15:%

C. The Christian's faithful labor will not be in vain (1 Cor.15:58) if =
will not shrink back, but will believe "unto the saving of the soul”

(Hebs10:35=39).
CONCULS ION:

The Lord did not tell us that there would be no difficulties in our wi,
in serving Him. Rather, he admonished us to "count the cost" and to realize the
value of being His diseiples. In reality, the true Christian is the only persoun
Who 1s equipped to endure ANY AND ALL of the difficult times in this life, for
he is the only one who can look with the eye of faith to what is yet to coms
While the unbeliever is filled with fears, frustrations, and doubts, the chil:
of God can be courageous, serene and completely confident. In these "last days”
let us cultivate the things which will give us viectory over the evils we have
studied about. May we all realize that "in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him that loved us" (Rom. 8:37).




