
"GIVE THE PLAN, PREACHER!  GIVE THE PLAN!" Within the last ten years or so I have noticed a trend among gospel preachers that disturbs me to no end!  The trend is to preach sermon after sermon and fail to set forth the plan of salvation!  This trend also disturbs many other people -- I know it does because they talk to me about it.  A preacher comes to preach in a gospel meeting; the members have invited sinners to hear him preach the gospel, but he never tells them what to do to be saved!  God's plan of salvation is so important!  Preacher, why have you quit giving it?  Preachers in apostolic days preached the plan of salvation.  Philip preached Christ (and the plan of salvation is included in preaching Christ) to the Samaritans (Acts 8:5, 12); Simon was taught the plan of salvation (Acts 8: 13); Philip preached the plan to the Eunuch ( Acts 8: 35 - 38); we know the plan of salvation had been preached to the Romans because they had obeyed that plan (Rom. 6:3 - 4, 17), and Paul preached the plan to the Ephesians (Acts 19:1-5).  The inspired writers of the New Testament called member's attention to the first principles of the gospel, reminding them over and over of their conversion and the responsibility that was theirs because they had obeyed these first principles.  The Ephesians were to remember their baptism to "keep the unity of the Spirit" (Eph. 4: 1 - 6) and to preserve purity of life (Eph. 5: 25 - 27).  The Romans were told to remember their baptism to know whose servants they were (Rom. 6: 16 - 22).  The Colossians were to remember their baptism to keep their affections in the right place (Col. 3: 1 - 2), and the Galatians needed to remember their baptism to remind them whose children they were (Gal. 3: 26 - 27).  Brother preacher, we need to preach the plan of salvation to every audience because there could be a lost sinner(s) in that assembly who does not understand what to do to be saved, and this could conceivably be the only opportunity he (she) will ever have to learn what to do to become a Christian.  We need to clear our hands and discharge our responsibility in presenting the Lord's plan of salvation to those who are lost (Mk. 16: 15 - 16).  We also need to give the plan of salvation because there are children in the audience who are growing up and reaching the age of accountability.  We need to keep Christ's plan before their young minds so they can see the importance of obeying it.  When we omit the plan of salvation time after time there is a danger of members of the church becoming  weak concerning the plan.  They may decide it is not that important and that the Lord will save people without their meeting these conditions laid down in His word.  We should preach the plan of salvation so people can see that the Lord's plan is distinct from the plans of denominationalism.  Preachers of the gospel must ever keep before the people how the Lord's church can be recognized from denominationalism by its terms of pardon, its worship, its work, and its organization.  



Preacher, how can you claim to have preached the good news (the gospel) in its fullness to a sinner when you did not explain to him how to appropriate this salvation to his life?  Why preach the crucifixion and the blood of Christ if you are not going to tell sinners how to appropriate His blood to their lives so they can be saved?  Why preach on the grace of God if you are not going to tell sinners how to receive this grace?  So I ask again:  "Preacher, why have you quit giving the plan?"  Have you left it off because you know it so well that you think everyone else does too?  With a little reflecting you will realize that they do not!  Do you leave it off because you think brethren will think you are simple for repeating it so often?  You are not trying to please the brethren (Gal. 1:10), you are trying to please God and help save men from hell!  Do you leave it off because you don't see its importance?  If this be the case, you need to learn its importance!  In any field of learning the fundamentals are always important.  No man or woman can be saved without first understanding and obeying the fundamentals of the gospel (Mark 16: 15, 16; Acts 2: 28; John 3: 1 -5; I Cor. 12:13). So, we say again:  "Preacher, give the plan!"  The salvation of men depends upon their hearing and obeying it!  ~ Donald Townsley   


