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(In the September issue of The Tenunessee Valley Christinn
we gave fo our readers an arfmﬂ by brother Boles on ths same
subject that apppared in the/Gospel Advocate, Nov. 3, 1932.
Those who read that article will remember that brother Boles
emphasized the fact that the New Testament church is a mis-

sionary caurch, That when the church feeds the poor, relieves
the nistressed and preaches the gospel, it is doing missionary
Brother Roles further pointed out that in the New Testa-

in relieving the distressed and in. preaching the gospel. Al-
weugh the church, in many p]aces was poor in this world’s
{O“ﬁ\ it ahounded in zeal and missionary activity. This should
{each us that no church is too weak or too poor to de mlssmnny
wmk it was further declared in this article “that the mission-
ry work of preachmg the gospel as recorded in the New Testa-
mcdu was done by, individual churches acfing independent of,

saints, as I gave order to the churches of Galatia, so alse do ye.
Upon the firsi day of the week let ea¢h one of you lay by him in
store! as he may prosper, that no collections be made when I
come. And when 1 alr‘ive Whomsoever ye shall approve t‘;‘tem

(ol Cor lb 1-3.) _in this we
individual CONZTEegaLion as to how it was fo pruceeu {o ma‘. ¢ iis
collection and fhe distribution that shou;d ue mcdu of it. In
writing fo the church at Rome, Paul said: 7, 1

unto Jerusalem' mivisi«:rmff unto the sai"1 i

contributicn Tl thc ’loor among tue saints that a;e at .fv“"uoa-

lem. Yed it nath beei; their good nleasure and mpu 4epiors

thes ‘e;;tii Ve

thual tiiings, they owe )
in carnal things, When therefore I have accomphsneﬁ this, ang

et o < ¥

each otier, ihere is no example in the New Testament of two

have sealed to taem this fruit, T will so on by vou.unlo Spain

or_more churches y*m;nﬁ fogether their funds for the support

__Strive together with me in your prayers to God for me: fuaf I

oi the gospel. 7 Brotner Boles tnen issues a challenge for such
an example fo be found in the New Testament. Churches co-
operated in relieving the distress during the famine, buf not in
preaching the gospei. In closing, brother Boles points out three
distinet sources from which the gospel preacher received his |
support in New esiament times. (1) From the church thag

senos oul the g*eacuer

Moy, 10, 1632,

lajored. (3) From cLhe; churches”—churches away. {rem the
field of labor. These churches sent duectly to tu man on thg

fielid,
N———

in this issue we are pgiving to our readers anothier article |

(2) £rom the people among _whom _le

nn this subjeet. This article appeared in the Gmpe; ;xL.VO’.‘,ute
it will bear a careful re
piving these articles, we again remind our readers tnat we are.
not giving brother Boles as an authority on this, oy any ethier
Bible subiect, We are giving Lhis article that all may see wha!

_gudly, scholarly men have written ci this subject.. This should

r—nameiy, (1)

Lieip us to study the subject mme thoroughly and also heip us
to arrive at the truth. Jesus saic: “¥Ve shall know the truth and
il truth shall ‘make you free” (John 8: 32). :Other articles
will follow. Pleaze waich for.ihemn. Now read moﬂm Doles’

. ariicle.)

“The study of tae New Testament reveals the fact that

" ehur obas rvaised and f}lstmbmeu Tunds tor twp genaral purposes
ox the osnel ano (2) {0

lelg the poor.
aina independent congregations.

he missionary recel.ved help

“From tne church that sent him out, from those in the field where

Thay pe aelivered irom tnem that are disobedient in Judea, and
that my ministration waicn I have for Jerusalem may be aceevi- »
able {o the saints.”  (Rom. 15: 29-31.) This shows Paul’s zarn-
est desive that the eoniributicn from the Gentiles {o the jewish
Christians would be at to them,; that tney would ap: ore-

ceeptable n
clate the gifts from their Gentile brethra

wrther on this question, Paul said:

(]
Bat

: ,)eaking f1

God, who putieth the same_egm,esjgjzamjgugg_nga,n;_
Titus. Tor he aue'p.’ew indeed our exhortation; bui b

self very earnest, he went forth unto you of his own ac
we imve sent together with him the brother whose praise in Lh’
gospel is spread through all the churches; and not only so, but
who was also appointed by the churches to travel wiih us :i.zz iha
maiter of this grace, which is ministered by us to dhe gi
the Lord, and to siow our readiness . ... Whether any ir
about Titus, he is my partner aud fellow worker to ¥
or our brethren they are the li'essengers of the chwu
are the glory of Christ. Show ye therefors v“tc--
‘face of the churches the pwof of y0u1 )ove and of
on your behall” (2 Cer.
of independent CHUIC: acmmesl wr, h;—.ve
churches acililg UPON iagw own initualive anc lipersd
-ing the poor. oy waon were the visiting ageni
They were not appoinied by a_conventiion of dele
churches in the provivces of Geuiile Christians.
had no conventicn and took uo cocperative action'in ap

and sendiitg (he men 1o carry iae contribution to fhe poor s
il Jerusalem. raill Scilv Licin 10 INaKke up uiie 2:07 L",J.l.niulse

labored, and frora oiher churches; but in all of this work
e Wwas ne.common fuhd ior Luulc‘les no “central cliureh”
i a freasuier i6 receive the tunds irom the sther chuiches,
no general treasury Lo take care ol the tunds, no cail

church to other cnurches to nelp them do the work -which fell. .
in their province (o Go.

\

We hiave an dcooum of the relief of the pocr sainis in New
Testament times. The churcies oi three p;'ovmr‘es under di-
vine oyder contrib: li*u to this work, bul there was Re such err -
sive volleclion 01 aunas made in the Q ostolic age or sending a

DI E‘,a(,h.el intu a desuiule dieiu, NO (,uurcu yli olhe
ci . Taey did not form any o [
union with the other chugcciies. Each church, guided by

struetion from God taat it had, acted upon igs own 111oep9ndent
responsibility. Each church collected its own gift and sent by
“Tlow concerning the "Dll"‘Ct”O-;a for the

its own messengers.

to_promisg 10 4o anyiuning; they had already proiii

blunty ana-have it ready by the iime . that he ar;x"e(..
hiave sent the brethren, that our glorying on your B2
‘be made veid in tiis respect; that; even as I said, ¥2 may be o
pared: lesi by any meaus, if there come with me any 01 Mace-
donia and find you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) should
be put to shame in this eonfidence. I thought it necessary there-
fore to entreat the brethren, that they’would go b beiore unto you,

v be ore-

and make up beforehand your afore-promised - bom;by, that the
samie might be ready ss a matier of bounty, and net of exior-
tion.” (2 Cor. 8: 3-5.) The churches on the first ¢ ot ihe

week, when thev met, took up iheir collection and appeinied

{heir own measeiigers 1o bear their gilt to Jerusalem. Paul
did 1ot appoin: an agent to go among the cfxurc‘:ms to g=ti them

pendent and_iicividual cﬂurcag fo o help iin mmL
T (Continued on Page 4)
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i ’ (Continued from Page 1)
“men sent by Paul were to encourage each church to be ready
" .with'its gift when he .arrived. Neither did any church appoint
‘an agent to go among other churches to get them to promise to
> help in this matter; neither did delegates or representatives
= from all of these churches appoint a man or men to go among
" the churches and solicit them to give to the helping of the poor.
“:-2  All that these men did was to encourage the churches to _be
. “ready and Iullill the promise that had “been _made. Each con-
‘gregation acling in its own independent way made the promise _
“".without solicitation or persuasion or-any outside influence; they
" acted!upon. their own responsibility and made the promise.

L _The example of raising a bounty for the poor as given in
¥ the New Testament is the nearest approach to t ration _
.of churches that we find in the New ; . n ese
‘examples show conclusively that each church exercises ifs own.
, ‘EW%TMMM‘— Thig was for
* 'the relief of the poor saints in Jerusalem and Judea. Even 1
‘these churches cooperated in relieving the poor, as many want
e lacking i of such

fivs _:- % at home. There is no example in the New Testament of two or

~ &% more churches that gg%}geratea in Eavmg' the gosge[ Qreacﬁea.
/7 This fact provess that God di dnot intend for his churches to
> “‘cooperate” in preaching the gospel, as some brethren are try-
/" +ing to get them to do today.
7" A summary /of the teachings of the New Testament gives
... us the following'facts with respect to missionary work. (1)_In
~o. - the New Testament times the churches recommended and sent
-+ ' out preachers of the gos i issi i (Acts 13: 1-3;
- 14:26; 15: 40. e church th. reachers to spare in the
.~ foreign field recommended them, and they went under the rec-
iy WM@@L
. The apostles do not necessarily belong to this class, as they were
sent. out. by. the ‘Lord. ; (2) The preachers who were sent ouf |
_veiurned to the church that sent them and reported the work
.+ "they had done. (Acts 14: 27.) The_missionaries were responsible
Ui iy o to the chureh that.sent them out, and hence reporfed back to it.
V' ~"- "(3). The church to which the missionaries belonged anc ~from
4 -+ which they went looked after their conduct and called them to
w97 aceount for violations or supposed violations of duty. (Acts 11:
SR 118y, 180 1-29.) (4) The, churches communicated directly with
" 1", ‘the preachers which they supported. (Phil. 4: 15-18; 1 Thess.
: " 13 7. 8.) We_should bave these matters and Scriptural examples
[t "clearly in mind, as they are instructive fo us in carrying on the
same kind of work today, We should ever bear in mind that
churchesare to act independently and are not in any way to be
tied by any human method of cooperalion.” '

' “RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH”
; (Continued from Page 3)

Again, in order to rightly divide the word, one must dis-

% tingliish between the blood that seals, the Old Testament and ’
“ i the 'blood that seals the.New Testament. This difference may
~.he seen' from a careful reading of the ninth chapter of Hebrews.
The blood in which God had placed efficacy during the Old
‘. Testament dispensations was the blood of animals. When Christ -
7. died upon the cross, he did away with the power of animal blood
- and- established'an everlasting covenant which is sealed by his
{ .4 ..  precious blood. . When one goes to the Old Testament to find
Cet o authority for what he does in religion today he is exalting the
‘blood of animals above the blood of Christ. The plan of salva-
tion is'recorded in the part of the Bible that is sealed by Christ’s
_ blood and we must go to that part of the Bible to learn what to
do if we wish to be saved by the blood of Christ. So, one of
the ‘first steps in the proper division of God’s werd is to dis-
tinguish between the blood of Christ and the blood of aunimals.
N Another thing that one must do in order to rightly divide
.- God’s word is to allow each book in the New Testament to serve
. the purpose for which it was written. How may I know the pur-
15 .. pose of éach book? This may be determined by the contents of
fioe ~+ _ the book. "The first four books of the New Testament (Matthew,
» i\ Mark, Luke and John) present a record of the birth, life, death,
. burial and resurrection of Christ. These books contain evidence

that Jesus 1S the S0n 0L GOU. L11€ DUUVK UL 23tls PLLotiite W sy
ord of the establishment of the church and of the preaching of
the gospel by the apostles of Christ. It tells how some asked
what they must do to be saved and it records the answer that
was given_ to their question by inspired men.. It records a num-
ber. of cases of conversion. The twenty-one episties, addressed
to churches and individual Christians, give instructions as to
living the Christian life and conducting the work and worship
of the church. The book of Revelation gives words of encour-
agement to lead the Lord’s people to remain stedfast through
trials and gives a glimpse of the joys that await the faithful in
Heaven. If I want to study about the life of Christ, I must not

" go to the book of Genesis or to the book of Exodus in the Old

Testament, but I must go to the first four books of the New
Testament. If I want to learn how people were converted under
the preaching of the apostles, I must not go to the book of
Psalms, but rather to the book of Acts in the New Testament.
When I read a daily newspaper, I recognize the difference in
the contents of the various sections. If I want headline news,
I go to the front page. If I want to read an editorial, I turn to

" the editorial page, because that is the part of the paper in which

editorials are to be found. I would not think of going to the
sport section to read announcements of religious services. Just
so, when I want to learn something about the law of Moses, 1
must turn to the part of the Bible -which gives a record of that

" law. I should expect to find the plan of salvation in the law of

Moses no more than I expect to find an editorial, on the comic
page of a newspaper. It is good to study the Old Testament to
learn the history of mankind and of God’s dealings with him and
{o study the promises and prophecies regarding the Christ which
are fulfilled in the New Testament. But, one is in error when
he thinks that the laws of worship and service that govern men
today are to be found in the Old Testament. Study the Bible
carefully. Let each book serve the purpose natural to its con-
tents and you are “rightly divid‘ing the word of truth.” -

'

- ALLEN 70 LEAVE PINE STREIT

Brother Lindsay Allen and his family will move to Corinth,
Miss., around January 1 where Brother Allen will work with
the Foote Street congregation.

While serving as regular preacher for the Pine Sireet con-
gregation in Florence for the past several years, Brother Allen
has made a definite contribution to the ‘progress of the Cause
of Christ in this area by faithfully proclaiming ths word of God
and by his example of godly living. As he leaves this area, the
editor of The Tennessee Valley Christian- will feel keenly the
loss of his encouragement and sound counsel.” He has rendered
valuable assistance to this publication—serving as staif-writer
during his whole stay in Florence.

Corinth is not so far away but that we hope to continue to
have the benefit of Brother Allen’s encouragement and frequent
articles from his pen. Our good wishes and prayers go wiili
Lim and his family in their new home and new field of labor.

~ POSEY AT WINTFIZLD

Brother Curtis Posey, who for a number of years has doue &
good work with the church at Rogersville, recently moved to
Winfield, Ala,, to work as the regular preacher of the church
there. ~While he was at Rogersville the church there erected a
nice home for the preacher and showed other signs of progress.
They now have plans underway for the construction of a new
meeting house.

We wish for Brother Posey and his family a pleasant and
successful work in the Cause of the Lord at Winfield.

A truth that’s told with bad intent
Beats all the lies you can inveni.—Blake.

!

By nothing do men show their characters more clearly than
by.what they think laughable.—Goethe. .
|

!

I have never in my whole life met a man who really knew
the Bible and rejected it. The difficulty has always been an
unwillingness to give it an honest trial. Our Lord himself says:
“ye will not come %o me, that ye may have life.”—Dr. Howard
A. Kel}y. '




