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“The word of God is preached by churches of
Christ with the conviction that therein is found
the only way from sin to salvation and from
earth to heaven, It practices the unity of all
believers on the basis of God’s Word, and in-
vites all men to come and reason tegether.”

VOLUME 4

AUGUST, 1955

NUMBER 7

Holy:Spirit In Conversion

b o e iy o

Roy J. Hearn

The Holy Spirit has been greatly abused; he_has

been_credited with many things for which he is not

other signs truly did_Jesus in the presence of his dis-

ciples, which are not written in this book: But these
are_written, that ye might believe that Jesys is the _
Christ, the son of God; and that believing ye might

have life through his name, For what purpose did John

responsible, especially with respect to conversion. But
this is a subject about which all should know, since

nobody is converted without the Spirit. It is siran%e

that the subject is shrouded in so much darkness, ob-
scurity and superstition, while the Bible is so clear re-
garding if; in fact, so clear one cannot misunderstand
it without assistance.

The reader will please be informed at the outset
that the church of Christ does believe that if men are
converted that God must do it; we do believe that those
who are converted to Christ must be converted by the
Holy Spirit and the power of God; we do believe that
every conversion comes about by faith; in fact, we
strongly affirm that nobody has been, or can be, con-
verted except by the Holy Spirit and the power of God.

True there is some difference between the theories
some hold and what the Bible teaches on the subject.
There is no difference among us as to the fact that one
must be converted by the Holy Spirit and the power
of God, but there is a difference as to how the con-

version _is _brought about. “To the law and to the

testimony: if they speak not according to this word, 1f

write? “That_ye might believe.” language cannot be
more plainly put. But someone says, “That is historical
faith; | want saving faith.” Read it again and notice
that John says: “These are written that ye might be-
lieve, and believing ye might have life through his
name.” Cerfainly faith that can give life through the
name of Christ is saving faith, none is better, and it
comes from the written Word.

Our next witness is the Apostle Peter, to whom the
keys of the kingdom were committed. [n Acts 15:7 he
said: “Men _and brethren, ve know that a good while
ago God made choice among us that the Gentiles by

is_because there is no light in them”
Therefore, our position must be according to God's
Word, otherwise we are in error on the point. With
this in view let us appeal to the sacred oracles and see
what is taught upon this all-important theme.

Four Witinesses Called

We shall first call upon witnesses to testify as fo
how one gets faith that leads to conversion, “Neither
pray | for these alone, but for them also which shall
believe on me through their word” (John 17:20). But
where did the word the apostles preached come from?
Read John 14:26; 16:12-15 and note that it was to
come from the Holy Spirit, and he spoke through them
on Pentecost (Acts 2:4). Christ prayed for a cerfain
class. Which? Was it for the class that demands and
expects to receive faith direct from heaven without the
instrumentality of the Word? Certainly not, but he

~ prayed for those “whg_shall believe on me ihrough<

my mouth should hear the . spel RE:
lieve.” Could language ke clearer than this that faith

Comes by hearing the gospel that was preached by the
apostles " as the Spirit gave them utterance?” To op-
pose this position is to oppose God.

We call upon the Apostle Paul as our fourth witness:
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God” (Romans 10:17). We are sometimes told
we must pray for faith, and, indeed, find people follow-
ing these instructions, but Paul did not understand or

{Isaiah 8:20). teach it that way. He says (verse 13): “And it shal! come

to pass that whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved;” and then reasons as follows: “How
then shall they call upon him in whom they have not
believed?” If one is praying for faith he does not have
faith; if he does not have faith he cannot call upon one
in whom he does not believe, therefore, one must al-
ready have faith before he can pray. Too, without faith
it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6), hence,
a prayer in order to get faith, is without faith, there-
fore, cannot be pleasing to God. Further Paul argues:
“And how shall they believe in him of whom they have
not heard?"” The implied answer is that one cannot be-
lieve without hearing, and verse 17 plainly states faith
comes by hearing God’s Word. This forever explodes
the theory that one must get faith from above through
prayer, and also that one cannot pray without faith.
How did Paul speak? He spoke as the Spirit gave him

*
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' their w _ang

l nder-
stood: God gives faith by hearin,

_ the Word of
apostles.

Another witness is John 20:30, 31: “And many

utterance, being an inspired apostle.

Faith Comes thru written Word now
We have given the testimony of Christ, the Apostles

{Continued on Page 3)
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{Continued From Page 1) dictated it unto the apostles. Therefore, God converts
John, Peter and Paul that faith comes by the Word of by the Spirit through the written Word which he gave
God, which was delivered by their mouth. The only by the aposiles. God operates through Christ, who op-
difference foday is that we now have the written Word erafes through the Spirit, who operates through The—
which is the same gospel that they preached before the apostles, who operates through the Word (John 16:12-
Word was put in writing. We are now commanded to 15; 2 Thessalonions 2:15; 2 Timothy 2:2). Thus, when
preach the same Word (Galatians 1:6-9; 2 Timothy 2:2; _one obeys the Word he is converted by the Holy Spi.
4:1-4), Thus we have established beyond all doubt that Let us study an example and see howmg—'—"
faith comes by God's Word. One does not have to have  works. On the day of Pentecost (Acts2) the gospel was
a_direct operation or revelation from above to have first preached, by the spirit through the apostles. “When
faith. He needs simply to read and study the Bible and they heard this they were pricked in their hearts” (v. 37).
faith will be produced. If a person will nof accept the Here is the first indication of “heart work” and it was
testimony of these four witnesses given above, we may produced by what the people heard. The Word of God
pronounce him beyond redemption, for he has closed s also the sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6). The old man

his eyes, ears ahd mindTo The fruth. of sin is put o death by being pierced to the heart with
Word Given by the Holy Spirit this sword. It was first wielded by the mouth of the

But what has all this to do with the Holy Spirit in apostles. It made the people cry out: “What shall we
conversion? Just this: it is certain one will never be do?” This agrees with all we have said before. Faith
converted without faith; it is agreed that God gives faith was produced, they were convicted by what they heard
by the Spirit, and now we proceed to show how. As preached by the apostles. This effect was produced by
our first witness we call Peter who cays the gospel was God's speaking by the Spirit through the apostles. By
preached by the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven the words from the mouths of the apostles they were

(1 Peter 1=12), Luke, the writer of Acts says: “They (the _made believers, and the same told them what to do
apostles) . . . began to speak with other tongues as after believing. “Repent and be baptized . . . for the

the Spirit gave them utterance”_(2:4). Third witness is remission of sins.” The process of conversion was be-
Paul who says: Which things we also speak, not in the gun with their hearing and believing and consummated
words which_men’s wisdom teacheth, but which the by their obedience in baptism, by which they were
Holy Ghost teacheth” (1 Corinthians 2:13). Fourth, the Saved and added to the Lord's chruch (Acts 2:38, 41, 47),
Lord commands Christians to hear what the Spirit saith Testimony of the Bible Sufficient

to the churches (Revelation 2:297.

Where do wa Find This gospel that was spoken Friends, how ?Io you know Christ is the Sorl of
by the Spirit who come down from heaven? the lan- God? or ’rha-f there is a h‘c::aven - hell'i YOL: reply: ZBe-
guage that was spoken as the Spirit gave them utter- Ca}:’ - — -QHEL“j | aSk'*” Don’t you have
ance? these words the Holy Spirit speaks? what the g_‘—bfr Iesiipony t‘f?r'” 2 Eiou:eply._No,Ju_e_thmlLthe_
Spirit saith to the churches? We find it on the pages of =>=i3 quite syificient,” and this is frue, but the same

Scripture says “he that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved” (Mark 16:16). Why are not the Scriptures
Spirit just as sufficient in one case as in the other. The same

Now, we have shown that whosoever believes on Bible that tells us a.bou’r heaven tells us hoﬂw to get
the Lord believes through the Word of God, the Scrip- there. If we can believe the fac‘T; of the ?X|§Tence of
tures; that the Scriptures were written by apostles and fGOd’ (i‘hr;stfbl;eave}r: and hell without reve atgf” aparc’ir
other inspired men, as they were directed by the Holy ;om the Bible, why cand \,l:e TDOT _accei:ff G_cl’! s \éVor
Spirit. Therefore, whoever becomes a believer through fhat says we are convgrf.?? ¥ obeylng RIS Wi, ana. not
hearing and studying the Bible is made a believer by demand other revelation?

the Bible, nowhere else. The language and testimony
of the Bible are the language and testimony of the Holy

the Holy Spirit. From this conclusion there can be no If we could stand before Christ’s throne in heaven
escape. i and hear him say “Thy sins be forgiven thee,” how
How Is One Converted by the Spirit? would you know you were pardoned? Your answer:

“Because the Savior said so; that is all the evidence |
need.” In the New Testament Christ promises pardon
upon our oheying certain conditions: faith, repentance,

In the beginning we said nobody is converted ex-
cept by the power of God and the Spirit. But ?

Romans 1:16: “The gospel s the power of God uynic ) T ; :
salvation to every one that believath.” People —~ confession and baptism.” When one complies with these
- B " terms given by Christ he has the Lord’s testimony that

ve.r’red by Th? gapel. bes al.so ] Cormthﬂu_&gM_M. \e is pardoned. What need has he for other testimony?
It is the medium through which God exercises convert- Eriends. ot ith the Bibl
9 ing power. The gospel was given by the Spirit as Ilg Reigs, lerisslag Wi Rl




