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There are but two divinely auth- gave himself for me® (Gal. 2:23).

orized functioning units of the
spiritual body of Christ-——the in-
dividual member and the local con-

gregation, Christ is said +to be
the head over 4all things to the
church which is His bedy (Fph. 1:

23). It follows that He rules as
head ovoer both the individual mem-
bers and the local congregation in
all their respective activities.
The duties of both functioning
units are authorized by the Lord.
He is +the only voice they are to
hear, and that voice is revealed
to us through His written word -
the New Covenant. There and there
onfly can the duties enjoined by
the King upon both individual Chr-
istians and local congregations be
Learned.

" The New Testament reveals that
the duties of individual Christians
embrace many areas of -life -other
than local church responsibilities.
A Christian must be subject to the
will of his Master in everything.

Paul " said, “I am crucified with
Christ; nevertheless I live, yet
not I, %ut Christ liveth in mes;

and the life which I now 1live in
the flesh T live by +the faith of
the Son of God, who loved me and

To live by the faith is to live by
the gospel. When one lives by the
gogpel, Christ lives in him. The
gospel teaches Christiang how %o
properly behave themselves in the
heme. Musbands and wives, and pa-
rents and children are taught their
respective duties in the home, but
the home is not the church and the
church is not the home. They were
established at different times and
for different purposes, and the
duties of one are not the duties
of the other. The fact that I am
a Christian and in the kingdom of
God obligates me to fulfill faith-

fully my duties in the home but
these are not church duties and
the acts performed in fulfilling

them are not church actions, The
gospel * teaches Christians how to
properly cormduct their affairs as
citizens in their relation to the
civil power but their duties in
this area of life are not church
functions. Being a member of the
spiritual body of Christ obligates
me to be subject to the will of my
Master in every relation of life,
whether in civil affairs, home re-
lations, business activities, or
social and recreational functions,

~but my duties in these relations

-



are not church duties or filfilled through church action, Church duty
and church action have to do with the function of the local church as
we have already seen,

Now, what duties and what actions are required of the local church?
These must be established by the authority of Christ and can only be
learned by a study of the teaching of Christ as divinely revealed. If
something cannot be established by- the teaching of Christ, He did not
authorize it; and if He did not authorize it, it does not belong to-His
church. Church duty is that which is required of a church, just as in-
dividual duty is that which is réquired of an irdividual., We have seen
that the only unit in the divine system thdt is capable of functioning
as a church is the local congregation, It follows that only congregat-
ienal responsivilities are church duties, and that church action is
congregational action, Corgregational action is joint or collective
action by the congregation as a whole or such action as is accomplished
through the duly appolnted servants of the congregation.

Actually there are relatively few duties which the Word of God as-
signs local churches to do as churches. Little is said about what is
to be done as a collectivity in coordinated group action., By far the
greater portion of the New Testament deals with what the indivicdual is
to be and do rather than what the local churches as churches are to do,
There are, however, some duties which the Master has assigned local ch-
urches and which require collective action on the part of the local ch-
urch, While these duties require individual participation, the action
is 10 be performed by the individuals as a coordinated group function-
ing together as a whole., The duty is distributive in its requirement
of individual participation but it is executed collectively in fulfill-
ment of a congregational responsibility. Individual participaticn is
required in the performance of all individual responsibilities and in-
dividual participation is required in the performarce of all congregat-
ional, or church, responsibilities, but the fact that individual parti-
cipation is required in both cases does not destroy the distinction be-
tween the +two kinds of action, One is individual and personal while
the other is collective and congregational. . This distinction must ever
be, maintained. ‘ ' C

'~ Furthermore, as it takes the word® of God to establish individual
responsibility, 1t can take nd less than the word of God to establish
congregational responsibility. ~ Now, what duties are erjoined by the
word of God upon the local congregation, or church? May I list those I
have been able to find thus far? ' .

1. An assembly of the saimts (Heb. 10:24-25),
.2+ In such an assenbly the saints are to observe the Lord's Supper



on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7; I Cor. 11:23).

3. They are to sing psalms unto the Lord, and with spiritual songs.
teach and admonish one another (I Cor. 14:23; Eph., 5:19; Col, '3:16).

) h They are Lo pray together for one another and for all men (Acts
12:5; T Time 2:1),

5. They are to preach and attend to the teaching.of God's word
(Acts 20:7; I Cor, 1lj:26).

6. They are to lay by in store on the first day of the week ag
they have been prospered to finance their collective responsibility
(I Cor, 16:1-2}), — - .

7. They are to support the preaching of the gospel (2 Car, 11:8;
Phil. hL:15-16). ‘

8. They are to provide for the fulfillment of the needs of certain
destitute saints (Acts L:3L-35; 2 Cor. 8-~9; Rom. 15:25-31;1 Tim. 5:16).

9. The local church is to exercise discipline against it's ungodly
members (I Cor. 5:1-5; 2 Thess. 3:1-15).

Now brethren, I have not been able to find any other duties. or re-
sponsibilities assigned by the Lord to loczl churches to be carried out
through collective action. Have you? There are many actions which the
individual Christian may engage in that are not divinely authorized for
the local church., Let individuals perform their duties as individuals
and let local churches perform their duties as local churches and do
net try to place the responsibilities of individuals upon the church,
The functions of the church as a2 church do not lnvolve it in political
a¢ticn, social reform, or recreational programs. To turn the thurch
into a kind of socizl club and a recreational gymnasium is a perversion
of the divine pattern and for it there is no excuse, May we all think
on these things. ' ‘ ' -
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