Sermon No. 268

WARNINGS TO CHRISTIANS

A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan on August 16, 1959 @t the
Hillsboro Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee and heard over
radio station WLAC at 8:05 P. M.

The Bible does not teach that once a man becomes a child of God he is
saved eternally. But the scriptures time and again warn us of the possibility of
falling away from the Lord. And we need to study these scriptures for our own good.
It is so easy for us to become careless or to allow the things of the world to claim
our attention and draw us away from the Iord. In I Cor. 10:12, the apostle Paul
said, "Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall." In Hebrews 3:12,
Paul said, "Take heed, brethren, lest haply there shall be in any one of you an evil
heart of unbellef* in falling away from the living God: but exhort one another day
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ceitfulness of sin: for we are become partakers of Christ, if ye hold fast the be-
ginning of our confidence firm unto the end.!

In Luke 10 we read the story of Jesus sending out seventy disciples on one
occasion, and he gave them authority over evil spirits and tread upon serpents, and
they returned and rejoiced because the spirits were supiect unto them. And the Lord
Jesus said, "Rather rejoice that your names are written in heaven." In Rev. 20:15,
we read, MIf any was not found written in the book of life, he was cast into the
lake of fire." 1In Rev. 3:5, in his letter to the church at Sardis, "He that over-
cometh shall thus be arrayed in white garments; and I will in no wise blot his name
out of the book of life." Now these scriptures teach that the Christian, the child
of God, has his name written in the book of life. But the Bible also reaches that
he can become careless and indifferent and be led back into the world, into the ser-
vice of Satan and be lost. In Exodus 32:32-33, we read about Israel sinning against
God in the wilderness. And Moses interceded for the people and asked the Lord to
Biforgive their sin—-and if not, blot me, I pray thee, ouf of thy book." But the JLord
answered, '"Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book.” ‘And
that is true today. We camnot say that such people were always hypocrites, because
the Lord would not make a mistake and enroll a man's name on the Lamb®s book of life
who is a hypocrite. And even the Lord could not rub a man's name out unless it was
first written there. But the Lord is warning us that even after our names have been
written in heaven, we can become careless, we can allow the thlngs of the world to
draw us away and the Lord will blot out our name from his-book. - --- - —-- Sae

In John 15:1-7, Jesus talks about the vine and the branches. And in this
he is also warning of the possibility of Christians falling away from the Lord. ¥I
am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareta
not fruit, he taketh it away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he cleanseth it,
that it may bear more fruit. Already youare clean because of the word which was

spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you, as the branch cannot bear fruit of it-
self, except it abide in the vine; so neither can ve, except ye abide in me. I am
the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same beareth
rwuch fruit; for apart from me he can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is
cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and they gatier them, and cast them into the
fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatso-
ever ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that he
bear much fruit; and so shall ye be my disciples.” Although we are branches in the
true vine, if we do not abide there, if we do not bear fruits to God's glory, we are
as the useless branch, cut off and burned. So the Christian can be severed from the
Lord and he lost.
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him Inow, that he that convereth a sinner from the error of his way shall save a
soul from death, and shall cover a multitude of sins." ©Now all these scriptures
+each us that a man can be restored to the grace of God and the fellowship of the
church, once he falls away from the Lord if he will repent and ask God to forgive
him, Ve should not read these with the idea of being encouraged to do that which
is wrong, but we should read them for the comfort that they give to us.

When a man becomes a Christian through obedience to the gospel, the Bible
teaches that all his past sins. are washed away i the blood of the Lamb.' {Acts 22:
16.) The apostle Peter speaks of them as his old sins. "II Pet. 1:9.) The Lord
never remembers them again. The Bible talks about them as being blotted out. (dc*=
3:19.) Vhen you erase what you have written on a blackboard it is gone and fone
forever. TYou may put something else there that looks like it, but you cannot put
back what you have erased. And so it is when the Lord forgives us. When we are
baptized into Christ, our souls are washed in the blood of the Lamb and he remembers

thsse sins against us no more forever, and if we are lost in the end it will be Lier -

— - — ——cause-of "sif¥ thgtWwe Have committed after we have: become Christians. That we can
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sin after we become Christians we know from the scriptures that we have read., That
is why he put these scriptures in the Bible, to warn us of the danger of being led

back into the world and falling away and being lost. And we read these scriptures

to encourage Christians when they sin to confess their sins and ask God to forgive

them. :

I would emphasize that these scriptures are particularly addressed to the
Christian. The Christian has this privilege but the man who is not a Christian does
not. The man who is a Christian can call upon God as his Father as well as his God,
The man who is not a Christian cannct call upon Ced. as his Father.. He may think of
him as his Creator, but not as his Father. And he cannot approach the throne of God
as a son calling upon his Father asking for mercy and for forgiveness. Furthermore,
the Christian can approach the throne of God through the Lord Jesus Christ who is
his great high priest. (Ileb. 9:24.) No man can approach the court of heaven in his
own name, in the name of another man, or upon the merits of anything that he has done
done of not done. Ve can only approach the throne of God through the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the Lord Jesus is the one high priest at Godfs right hand making inter—
cessions for God's people. (Rom. 8:34.) TWhen the Christian sins, if he sincerely re-
pents of his sins and comes to God through Christ, the Lord Jesus, our high priest
will plea our case in the court of heaven and the Lord promises to forgive us. (Jcln
2:1.) Sometimes a man will say, "lhat is one reason I am not a Christian. I am
Just afraid that I can not hold out." Well, the Lord knows that none of us can live

a perfect life, that we are_all subject_to temptations—every day. ind—he kimows thagt = —

T "we Will stumble along the way and make mistakes and that is why he has provided this
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means for the Christians to be restored. It is a blessed privilege that we ought to
appreciate and think about seriously and one that we ought to take advantage of
often. And that is why we ought to pray, Father, forgive us of our sins."

In Luke 15, we have the beautiful story of the prodigal son. There are
many lessons that might be drawn from this wonderful story, but one particularly that
We are interested in with respect to this lesson, is how the father received the sor.
One of the boys wanted to leave home and he asked the father to give him his portion
of the inheritance and the father granted the request. And then he went off and
spent what he had in riotous living. And finally af¢er he has spent all and Jost all
of his friends, he found himself feeding pigs for a living. And when he began to th

think about himself, no friends, no money, far away from home, just about starved
to death, living in rags and filth, he thought about his father’s house. He said
to himself, "How many hired servants in my father?s house have bread enough...and I
perish here with hungert! I will arose and go to my father, and will say unto him,
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight: I am no more worthy to be
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called thy son: Make me as one of thy hired servants.” But the father saw him far
down the road and ran to meet him. "He put his arms around him and kissed him and
welcomed him home. He commanded that a ring be put on his hand, and shoes on his
feet, indicating that he would be received home as a son and not as a servant. He
killed the fatted calf and made merry because "'this my son was dead, and is alive
again; was lost, and is found." I think that story is intended to teach us how God
will receive us after we allow the devil to lead us away from God, we are allured
back into the world by the things of this life, and we come to realize what a fool
we have played and how we have wasted our opportunities in sin or in the service of
Satan. Vhen we say, "I am going back, aned T will tell Cod that I have sinned
against him." The Lord is simply telling us that he will receive us back. e do
not have to plead with God to get him in a notion to receive us. God is alwavs
ready to receive those who will return to him, ready as the father received his son
back home. '
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Sermon No. 293

~ THE STORY OF NARMAN

A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan on July 17, 1960 at the
Hillsboro Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee and heard
over radio station WIAC at 8:05 P. M.

The apostle Paul tells us that the things written aforetime were written
for our learning. He had reference, of course, to the things that were written in
the 0ld Testament scriptures. Today I want to draw some lessons from an interest-
ing story found in the fifth chapter of Second Kings. In order that it might be
fresh on your minds ss we study together, I am going to read a part of this story.

"Now Naaman, captain of the hosts of the king of Syria, was a great man

with his master, and honorable, becauge by_him Jehovah-had -given-victory untd

~—Syria. -He wasalso a wighty man of valor, but he was a leper. And the Syrians had
gone away in bands, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little
maiden; and she waited on Naaman's wife. And she said unto her mistress, Would
that my Lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria® then would he recover him of
his leprosy. And went in and told his lord saying, Thus and thus saith the maiden
that is of the land of Israel. And the king of Syris szid, Go now, and I will send
a letter unto the king of Israel. And he departed and took with him ten talents of
silver, six thousand pieces of gold, ten changes of re ment. And he brought the
letter to the king of Israel, saying, And now when this letter is come unto thee,
behold, I have sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his
leprosy. And it came to Pass, when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he
rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man does
send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? But consider I bray you, and see how
he seekest a quarrel against me.

"And it was so, when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel
had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent
thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in
Israel. So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariots, and stood at the
door of the house of Elisha. And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go .and
wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou
shall be clean. But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought,
He would surely come out tc me, and stand, dnd call on the name of Jehovah his God,

and wave his hand Qvegwﬁhg_plag§4_and“recover~ihe“leper7~—Are~ﬁot"Abanah“ahd‘Pﬁar-

T par, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash
in them and be clean? So h e turned and went away in a rage. And his servant came
near and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some
great thing wouldest thou nothave done it? How much rather then, when he saith to
thee, Wash, and be clean. Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in the
Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God; and his flesh came again like
unto the flesh of a little child and he was clean." .

There are two or three characters in this story that we want to talk abows
today, The first one is Naaman, captain of the hosts ~Ff the king of Syria. He was
% great man with his master, according to this record, ~n honorable man. And God
had given him victory in battle. He was spoken of as r mighty man of valor. But
~ hé was a leper. And because of this he suffered humiliation and Perhaps to some
' degree loss of prestige among his fellowmen. All of the honors that had been be-
stowed upon him meant very little to him. For what value are all of these honors
so long as he is cursed with the deadly disease of leprosy? The story reminds us
of an artist who might paint a beautiful Picture, a masterpiece, and then by one
stroke of the brush across the face of the Picture destroy it. And the story is so
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often repeated among us today. Sometimes people will speak of a certain man, de-
scribe him in glowing terms as a good citizen, one who is interested in the civic
affairs in his community, perhaps a great soldier, a man of wealth and honor, a
successful business man, but he is not a Christian. For as Naaman's body was cur-
sed with leprosy, so this man;s soul is cursed with ¢ :leadly disease. 8in is a mom
devastating disease, brings more shame and dishonor zzd disgrace than leprosy ever
did.

Now the seCond character is the little Jewish maiden. She was a captive
out of the land of Israel and she served in the house of Naaman and waited on Naa-
man's wife. One day she made the remark, "Would that my lord were with the prophet
+het is in Samaria! then would he recover.. him of his leprosy."” This little girl
ran doubtless been reared by a father and mother who feared God. She knew about t
the man of God in Israel; she believed he could heal Naaman, Purthermore, she did
not show resentment against her enemy who had taken her from her father's house and
from her native land and madé her serve as_a_slave—in-his-home. "I think we can séj
that her homé training is now Teflected in her life. It is interesting how often
we read about young people in the Bible like this little Jewish maiden whose name
is not given. There was - little Joseph and Daniel, David and Samuel, Mariam and
others--bright shining stars on the pages of God's word. It should be of a great
deal of interest to all-young people and boys and girls to know that God will recog-
nize your service and your faithfulness as well as those who are much older than
you. Fathers and mothers also should know that the training in the home will be
early reflected in the lives of these sons and daughters. This little maiden had
doubtless come from a good home, a home that loved and feared God. She was some-
what like Joseph who had been stOlen from his home and was made to serve as a slave
in the house of Potiphar and then later he served a term in prison before he became
the great man in Egypt. Bubt wherever Joseph found himself, regardless of the cir-
cumstances, he always made the most of 1t and he served God regardless of the cir-
cumstances. While he was a servant in Potiphar's house he was so faithful until he
knew more about Potiphar's house than Potiphar d4id himself. When he was thrown in
prison he made such a good prisoner until the Jailor practically turned the jail
over to- Joseph. I think that 1s a wonderful lesson {~r all of us, that we should
always remember to serve the Lord and do what is ri;.. and serve him to the very
best of our ability regardless of the circumstances in which we might find oursel-:
ves, 8o this little Jewish maideén, far away from home, in a strange land among
strange people, a people who had stolen her from her father's house and perhaps had
destroyed her father's house, did not show resentment, but she was anxious to do
what she could to help Naaman be recovered of his 1eprosy. And.so she told him

. e — — -+ —

The next character that immediately comes upon the scene is the king of
Samaria. For some reason Naaman was sent to the king of Samaria. The king thought
that the king of Syria was seeking to start a war with him and so he asked, "Am I
God, to kill and make alive?" Implying he could to that as quickly as he could heal
a man of leprosy. The mistake here was that Naaman was sent to the wrong authority.
The little maiden did not say that the king of Samaria could heal Naaman of his
ieprosy; she said the prophet of God in Bamaria could heal him of his leprosy. Naa--
man simply went to the wrong place to get healed., But the same mistake is made by
people today. They go to the wrong authority. People who are trying to learn what
they must do to become Christians, how to serve God and to go to heaven when they
die, go to the wrong authority. Sometimes they go to the law of Mgses to find the
answer and, of course, it is not there. GSometimes they go to the creeds of men,
but of course, the answer is not found there. These, like the king of Samaria, can-
not heal or make alive. And as he could not heal Naaman of his leprosy, so these
authorities cannot save a soul from sin. Only the Lord Jesus Christ can save our
souls. Let us go to him and to him alone for the correct answer.
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The king should have known about the propire. in Israel. From the very
beginning of the history of Israel, God had intended tihat the king should know the
law of God and that he should rule his people according to the law of God. But
these kings had long ago forgotten the Lord and they had long ago forgotten the
law of the Lord and the people now worshipped idols. It is unfortunate for any
people when the rulers of the land are godless men, men who do not fear God, and
men who through selfish interests practice deceitful tactics and encourage others
L0 4o so. Solomon said, "Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to
any people.

About this time Elisha sent word to the king of Samaria and said, "Where-
fore hast thou rent thy clothes, let him come now to me and he shall know that
there is a prophet in Israel. So Naaman came with his horses and his chariots and
stood at the door of the house of Elisha, and Elisha sent a message unto him saying,
Go wash in the Jordan seven times and thy flesh shall come unto thee and_thou shall-———-—
be clean. But Naaman was-wroth and went-away aund said, Bebold I thought he would
surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of Jehovah his God and wave
his hand over the place and recover the lepér. Are not the rivers of Damascus bet-
ter than all the waters of Israel, may I not wash in them and be cleansed? But his
servant said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing wouldest
thou not have done it? How much rather than to wash and be clean?' And he went
down and dipped himself seven times and he was healed of his leprosy. Naaman re-
minds us af a great many people today. People who from this source and that source
pick up a little here and yonder and then come to conclude that the way they should
be saved is this way or that way. And when they read from God's word the terms of
salvation as laid down in the gospel, they, like Naaman, sometimes go away angry.
Naaman was willing to take his leprosy back home because the man did notheal him
like he thought he ought to be healed. He, no doubt, -n the way to the prophet's
house thought a great deal about what was going to Lazpen, but the prophet did not
s0 much as come out of the house and honor him., The urophet simply sent a servant
out and said, "Go down to the river Jordan and dip seven times and you will be heal-
ed." And Naaman said, "Surely I thought he would come out and wave his hand over
the place and call upon his God and heal the leprosy.” And you know, that is the
trouble with so many people today. They do not read the Bible as they ought to, amd
they come to the conclusion that this is the way God is going to save their souls.
tnd when they find oubt what the Bible teaches on a subject they get angry and act
as though they had rather take thelr sins and go on to hell rather than to do what
God has commanded. It is not a matter of attracting attention to the public in what
we do in serving God; it is not a matter of how big we are or how little we are in
__the eyes of the-people;—-it- is—simply s matter—of doilig what @ad tells us to do, and
if God tells us to stand on our heads, if that will take us to heaven, then we
ought to do our best to obey the Iord.

Naaman also reminds us of some people who ridicule the idea of being bap-
tized for the remission of sins. They tell us thet it is not necessary to be bap-
tized, that a man can go to heaven and never be baptized, although the Lord command-
ed us to be baptized for the remission of sins. (Acts 2:38) But Naaman had to dip
seven times in the river to be cleansed of his leprosy. He never would have been
cleansed had he refused to obey the commands of the prophet, 'And if the Lord would
not heal this man of his leprosy in his dosobedience, why do men think God will
save a soul when he refuses to obey God today? I do not know how far Naaman had to
go before he came to the Jordan river in order to dip seven times, but I do know
that he made the Jjourney and dipped himself seven times before he was healed. UNot
because there was any virtue in the water in the Jordan, but because God had offer-
ed him cleansing on this condition. Just as Naaman had to meet God's condition in
order to be cleansed, so people today must meet his ci-dition to be baptized after
they have believed on the Lord and repented of their - ins, if they wish to be for-
given of their sins and to be saved eternally.



P

},

Sermon No, 269

THE CHURCH: THE KINGDOM AND THE BODY OF CHRIST

A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan on September 6, 1959 at the
Hillsboro Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee and heard over
radio station WLAC at 8:05 P, M,

The Bible teaches that the Lord Jesus built his church, (Matt. 16: 18) purhased it
with his blood, died for it and is the Savior of his church. (Eph. 5: 22, 23)., In
the Bible it is sometimes called the body of Christ, sometimes the kingdom of heave.,
or the kingdom of God, sometimes the house of God and the temple of God. Someone
alght ask, "How can the church be all of these things at the same time?n tiell,
sometimes we call a man a white man and also at the Same time an American and a_

farmer. ~When we speak of Tis race we call Him & widly man, when we talk about his

nationality we call him an American, and with reference to his vocation he is a
farmer. And so it is witn the church. When the Bible speaks of the church as s

~government it is callegd the kingdom of heaven or the kingdom of God; with reference

to organization and unity it is called the body of Christ. When the Bible speaks

of the church as a habitation of God in the Spirit, it is called the temple of God,
and with reference to their relationship to the world, God's people are simply called
the church.

Now we cannot speak of all of these in one lesson, but this morming we do
want to speak of two or three &f these features of the church., In Matt. 16: 18,
Jesus said, "Upon this rock I will build my church; w~d the gates of Hades shall not
prevail against it, I will give unto thee the keys o the kingdom of heaven." Here
the Lord uses the phrase "the kingdom of heaven! and the word "church! interchangably.
In other words, he is telling us that the church is tie kingdom and the kingdom of
heaven is the church. Furthermore, we know that they are the same because they have
the same laws of induction. The same thing theat will put a man in the church will
also put him into the kingdom of heaven., The same laws that will put a man into the
kingdom will also put him into the church of the Lord Jesus. In the statement we
h:ave read Jesus promised the keys of the kingdom to his apostles and on the day of

some of the reasons why we know that the church is the kingdom and the kingdom is

But the kingdom of heaven is g monarchy wherein the King rules Supreme,
He is the Judge and the Lawgiver. Christ is the king of the kingdom of heaven.
He is our lawgiver; he will be our Judge in the judgment day. The Bible teaches
that the Lord Jesus is reigning now and that he will deliver the kingdom to the
Father when he returns. In I Cor, 15: 2L, Paul said, "But then cometh the end,when
he shall deliver up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have abol-
ished all rule and all authority and power. For he must reign, til he hath put all
enemies under his feet. And the last enemy that shall be abolished is death,"

The church, then is not a democracy wherein the people make their laws
nd govérn themselves., Our state and national governw ats are representative: forms
of government and yet we call them democracy. But we slect men to represent us in
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the government, and this they do, at least sometimes. But the church of the Lord
Jesus is not a democracy. But some churches are conducted as though they were
democracies. They make their own creeds and they revise them as often and when

they think wise and best to do so according to the majority. But vobting on an issue
cannot make it right or make it wrong. If a thing is right it is right before they
begin to vote on it; if it is wrong it is still wrong when they get through voting.
In Col. 3: 17, Paul said, "Whatsoever ye do, in word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giwing thanks to God the Father through him." Paul is saying that
whatever we do in worship and service to God shouls be done by the authority of the
Lord Jesus Christ. He is our king, he rules supreme in his kingdom, and he is our
lawgiver. Paul said, "Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teach-
ing, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness; that tle
man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work.!

The church is also called the body of Christ, Not his physical body, of
course, but’ the church is like his physical body. C.udst is the head of the body,
the church. Paul-tells-us-this in-Goln 1z 18+—hs bhe-body-is under the control-of— ———
the head, so the church is under the rule of the Lord Jesus Christ. The hands and
the feet do not each morning hold a conference and decide which way it will go or
what they will do during the day. But the head directs the movements and the actions
of the members of the body. Sometimes disease strikes the body and a member or mem-
bers are paralyzed. This is also true with reference to some members of the church.
Sin, as a disease, will destroy our relationship with the Lord. And when members arc
so severed from the Lord they become unruly and rebel against the authority of the
Lord Jesus. Like a paralyzed member, they are no longer under the control of the
Lord Jesus, but they run aimlessly, disregarding the word of God. Furthermore, as
every member of the physical body responds in sympathy to one another, so it is in
the church. You might strike your thumb with a hammer, and immediately every mem-
ber of the body will respond in sympathy. Drop a heavy article upon one foot, mash
it sorely, and the other foot will immediately assume the whole lodad in carryling
the body. So should it be in the church. Christians, we are told, should weep with
those who weep and rejoice with those who rejoice. Even the proud eyes look down
upon the humble feet and are glad when you put on a new pair of shoes. And so in
the church the fortunate rejoice when others are blessed., There should be no envy
or jealousy because one rides in a bigger automobile than another or lives in a bei-
ter house than enother, but rather, let us rejoice. Neither should some feel that
they are better than others and with a somewhat snobbish attitude lock down upon
the less fortunate.

Furthermore, in the body, to each member a task is given. We do not walk =~
with our hands, but with out feet. The liver camnot perform the duty of the heart,
neither can the heart perform the duty of the liver. The eye cannot see for the ear
and the ear cannot smell for the nose. But to each member God has given a task, end
it is that way in the church. But sometimes we feel that our talents or our apbili-
ties are so small and insignificant that we are not worth much to the church. But
God wants every member to perform his duty well, And if every member of the body
of Christ will perform his duty well, then God's work will be done. There are some
people preaching today who should be plowing, and there are some who are plowing
who should be preaching. God has blessed certain ones with talents to preach his
word or to carry on hiw work in certain fields, but instead of using that talent
they are doing something else. And then the Lord has also blessed some men to do
other works of the church, who are not particularly fitted to be preachers or to do
visiting, etc., and they are trying to do what they are not fitted to do. What I
am trying to say is that the Lord is teaching that every man has his particular
place in the body of Christ. As the feet have their task, as the hands have theirs,
so each member of the body of Christ is blessed with a task to do and given ability
to do it. '
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Furthermore, the church, or God's people, are called simply the church,
This word literally means "called out!. It has reference to the relationship of the
Christian to the world. God's people, therefore, are a called out people. They have
by the gospel been called out of the world into the kingdom of God. Now the world,
as it is used in the Bible in this respect, has reference to that part of the human
race that is under the dominion of Satan, The Bible also calls Satan the prince of
the world. Jesus said to his apostles (John 15: 18), "If the world hateth you, ye
know it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love
its own; but because ye are not of the world, therefore the world hateth you." Now
when he used the world world here, he had in mind exactly the same as when he said
in John 3:16, "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life."” He was not
talking about the earth: the ground, the rocks, the trees, the rivers, when he used
the word world, but he was talking about that part of the human race that was follow-
ing after Satan and in bondage to sin, The Lord loved men who were in sin, loved
them so much that he gave his Son to die that they might be saved. And now he calls

——- his -people who have been-called out-of-Satan's-kingdom-or-called -out.of the world;—-—m-——r —

the church, On the night that he was betrayed, he said, "I have given them thy word;
and the world hateth them, because they are not of tl» world, even as I am not of the
world." (John 17: 14). James said, "Ye adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship
of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore snall be a friend of the world
meketh himself an enemy of God." (James L: 4). And so the Lord is not only drawing
that very clear distinction between his people and the people who serve Satan, but

he is teaching us that we cannot be a friend of the world during the week and then
serve God faithfully on the Lord's day. There must be a strong, clear, distinct

line between God's people and those who serve Satan. Peter said, "But yetare an
elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possessions,
that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into
his marvelous light : who in times past were no.people, but now are the people of God:
who had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy." (I Pet. 2: 9- 10). Now

you see, God's people are "a called out people!', separated from the world, called

out of Satan's kingdom into the Lord's kingdom. John put it this way, in I John 2:15,
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust
of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the vainglory of life, is not of the Father
but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust the eof : but he that
doeth the will of God abideth forever."! The apostle Paul also draws a very clear
distinction between God's people and those who serve Satan in II Cor., 6: 14, "Be ye

~—-+-not_unequally yoked with unbelievers.: for whab fellowship hath righteousness with

iniquity ? or what communion have light with darkness ? And what concord have Christ™ —
with Belial ? or what portion hath a believer with an unbeliever ? And what agree-
ment hath a temple of God with idols ? for we are the temple of the living God: and
even as God said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them? and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people. Wherefore, Come ye out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; and I will receive you, and
will be to you a Father and ye shall be to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord
almighty." Now you see the distinction the Bible drars between God&s people and
children of Satan. Now you understand why he calls ilem the church. They are peo-
ple who have been called out of Satan's service into the service of Ged; called out
of Satan's kingdom, into the kingdom of God. That is why the Lord wants us to live
clean, righteous, upright lives and keep ourselves "unspotted from the world".

Now the Bible also teaches that we are called by the gospel, to come out
of the world into the kingdom of Christ. You know the Lord Jesus gave the charge to
s disciples to go preach the gospel to all the world, to every creature; and as
they went forth preaching the gospel to people who were in bondage to Satan and sin,
and as they told the people about Almighty God and his wonderful love for them; told




-
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—-saved; we mean that you must-hear the gospel.and.come out of the world and separate
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vtz p2ople about the Lord Jesus Christ who died that they might live; told the peo- .
wle about salvation that God'!'s grace had provided; told them about heaven and warned
them about hell, they came to understand that it is better to serve God and the Lord
Jesus Christ then to serwe the devil. ""For the wages of sin is death; but the free
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord". (Rom. 6: 23.) Those who wers
thus convicted, resolved in their minds to turn away from Satan and to come out of

the world and enter into the service of God. Therefore, they repented of their sins
and acknowledged their new Lord and master. They are not ashamed to confess the

name of Jesus and thereby, take their oath of allegience to their new Lord and mas-
ter. And then the Bible says that they were baptized into Christ, Jesus said, "He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be
gondemned." Paul tells us in Gal. 3: 26-27, "ye are all sons of God, through faith

in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Chiist.®
In that way a man is translated from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of the
Son of his love, "Col, 1: 12.) When the apostles talked about the church of the

Lord Jesus as the kingdom of God, as the body of Christ, as the temple of God, the
house of God™ and soom; they are talking about™@ diviné imstitution. ~They are mot™
talking about teligious organizations that men might call churches, that men have
founded and that are ruled and controlled by men. Bubt they are talking about God's
kingdom, God's family, a divine institution, heaven~born and blood-bought. These
are God's people. Now this is what we mean when we s.eazk of the church.

Sometimes people misunderstand my brethren when we say that you must be a
member of the church of the Lord Jesus to be saved. Sometimes they say "You are
narrowminded and you are selfish, and you think no one is going to heaven except
those who are members of the church of Christ." Well, of course, that is true, but
we do not mean what they think we mean ordinarily. We do not have in mind a denom’.-
nation but the Kingdom of God, the family of God, the body of Christ. Men do nat
have to be members of a denomination to go to heaven. In the early days Paul and
Peter, John and James, and all the apostles and the early Christians, did not join
denominations. But they were children of God, they were members of God's church ant
they were citizens of the kingdom of heaven. A man today can be a member of the
church of the Lord Jesus, the kingdom of heaven; be a child of God, do all that God
wants him to do and go to heaven when he dies, and never join a denomlnatlon. He
simply renders obedience to the gospel of Christ and becomes a Christian, a child of
God, a citizen of his kingdom, and a member of the body of Christ, If people in
New Testament days could do that, why cannot they do the same today? So, when we
talk about the church and say you must be a member of the church of the Lord to be

yourself from sin and Satan and enter into the kingdom of God or else you cannot be
saved. Now that is what we are talking about. When we say that you must be a mem~
ber of the church of Christ to be saved, we slnply'mean that you must be a child of
God, a member of God's family, which Paul says is the church. You cannot remain all
of your life a child of Satan and go to heaven when you die. But you must come out
of the world and become a citizen of God's kingdom, which is his church, if you
would be saved. But this is not a denomination.
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Sermon No. 267

THE CHURCH THRT JESUS BUILT

A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan on July 26, 1959 at the
Hillsbaro Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee and heard
over radio station WLAC at 8:05 P. M.

My subject today is ""The Church that Jesus Built." In Matthew 16:18
Jesus said, MUpon this rock I will built my church; and the gates of Hades shall
not prevail against it." In Acts 20:28 the apostle Raul said to the elders at
Ephesus, "Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Iloly Spirit
has made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord which he purchased with his
own blood.”™ We are not talking about a denomination that Jesus built, because Je-
sus did not build a denomination or demominations. The church that Jesus built is
revealed in the New Testament. Sometimes people will ask, "But how may I know that
I am a member of the church that Jesus built?" Well, the Lord gave us a pattern of
his _church in_the New_Testament.. -As he gave Noah- instructions in building the-arlsy
and as he gave Moses instruction in building the tabernacle in the wilderness, and
warned him to build the tabernacle according to the pattern, so he has given us a
pattern of the church in the New Testament. And the Lord wants us to follow that
pattern as he wanted Noah to follow the instruction in building the ark and as he
warned Moses to build the tabernacle in the wilderness. Ve are not interested in
just any kind of religious organization; we are not even interested in religious
organizations that might be similar to the church that Jesus built. But we are in-
terested in his church only. A horse and a cow are similar in many respects, but
they are far from being identical. There are amny religious organizations in the
world that might be in many respects similar to the church that Jesus built, but we
are interested only in the church that Jesus built.

The Lord's church is spoken of in two senses in the New Testament: (1) In
the general, or universal sense, and (2) in the local sense. When Jesus said in
Matt. 16:18, "Upon this rock I will build my church,™ he included all of Godfs peo-
ple in all of the world, and here the church is spoken of in the universal or gen-
eral sense. When Paul addressed the church in Corinth and spoke of it as'the
church of God in Corinth,” he included all, but only God®s people in that locality,
in the city of Corinth. And so the church in the New Testament in the general
sense, included all of God's people all over the world, and the church in a local
sense included all of God's people in a given locality. We do not read of a univer-

of the church revealed in the New Testament is the local congregation., Of this we
shall speak a little later.

The creed of the church that Jesus built is God's word only. Paul said in

IT Timothy 3:16-17, "Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teach-
ing, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness: that
the man of Cod may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work." In

I Peter 4:11, Peter said, "If any man speaketh, speaking as it were oracles of God.!

That is, if any man would teach or preach God®s word, let him speak as God's word
speaks. The creeds of men are but their opinions about the Bible. No man will be
Judged by human creeds on the judgment day. Why should any man want to serve God
by human creeds today when he knows that he is not going to be judged by those
creeds in the judgement day? God's word alone was sufficient in the first century
and it is all-sufficient today.
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The church that Jesus built is called sometimes, in the New Testament,
the clmurch of Cod, churches of Christ, the kingdom of God, the kingdom of heaven,
the house of God, the temple of God, and so on. But these are not proper names
of the church; they are but descriptuve terms suggesting ownership or some feature
of the kingdom of God, Strictly speaking, God did not give a name to his church.
But we speak of it today as the church of the Lord, the church of God, the church
of Christ, as does the New Testament. Sometimes people refer to the church as the
Christian Church. But this is not a proper name found in the New Testament. The
term means that it is not a pagan church; it is not a Jewish church; but that it
is Christian. Let us therefore speak of the church as the church of God, the
church of Christ, kingdom of heaven, house of God, and so on.

The members of the church that Jesus built were sometimes called discip-
les, sometimes called saints, sometimes brethren, sometimes Christians. They vwere
called disciples because they were students of God's word; they were called breth-
ren because they were members of the family of God, which is the church of God,
They were called saints with reference to their godly, devout character; they were
e ~——called Christians—as—foliowerS'and“belieVETS"ihjfh@‘Ld?d‘Je§ﬁs Christ. Peter tells
| us, "Let none of you suffer as a murderer, or a thies, or an evil-doer, or a med---
dler in other menf?s matters: but if any suffer as a coristian, let him not be
ashamed; but let him glorify God is this name." (I Peter 4:15.)

As to t he organization of the church that Jesus built, there is no nation-
al or international organization revealed in the New Testament. The only organiza-
tion revealed in the New Testament is of the local church. Jesus is the head of
the church. In Colossians 1:18, Paul said, "ind he is the head of the body, the
church." In Ephesians 1:22-23, Paul said, "and he put all things in subjection un-

=z to his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the church, which is his

- body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all." Jesus, therefore, is the head
of the church. Hg is the only head of the church, in heaven and on earth. In . ..
Colossians 3:17, we read, "Whatsoever you do, in word or deed, do all in the name v
of the Lord Jesus.” Whatever we do in worship and service to God, let it be done el
by the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, for the Lord Jesus is the head; the onlg
head, in heaven and on carth, of the church. Sometines people ask, '"Where is the
headquarters of the church of the Lord Jesus? Is it in Nashville? Is it in Dallas,
Texas? Is it in St. Louis? New York? or just where is the headquarters of the
church of the Lord Jesus?" There is a Statement found in Philippians 3:20, that
I think will throw a great deal of light on this question. Here Paul said, "For our
citizenship is in heaven; whence also we wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.!

- -— — -The Philippians-could understand this Statement; they could appreciate it, wheres
perhaps others would not have. Iuke tells us, when he related the story of the be-
ginning of the church in Philippi, that Philippi was a Roman colony. (Acts 16:12.)
That meant that every citizen of the city of Philippi was a free Roman citizen and
that he had his name enrolled in Rome, the capital of the Roman Fmpire. Now Paul is
Saying here that our citizenship, as citizens of the kingdom of heaven, is not in
Jerusalem, in Ephesus, Alexandria of Egypt, or even in Rome, but our citizenship is
in heaven, where our King now reigns at God's right hand. So the headquarters of
the church of the Lord Jesus is in heaven.

In the local congregation there are elders in the church. Peter said,
"Tend the flock of God which is among you, exercising the oversighty; not of re-
A Straint, but willingly, according to the will of God; nor yet for filthy Iucre, but
2> °f a ready mind; neither as lording it over the charge alloted to you, but making
%= yourselves ensamples to the flock.” (I Peter 5:2~4,) Now that was Peter's instruc-—
tion to the elders of the church. They are sometimes called shepherds; they are
sometimes called bishops; sometimes called overseers; sometimes called elders. They
were called elders because they were men of age sufficient to have wisdom and pru-




- TT7 7 us that he who Sefves best is greatest i theé kingdom of heéaven, then he who ser—
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Zderee in guiding God's people. They were called shepherds because they were to
Jead and to feed, and to protect the church from false teachers, even as the shep-
herd would feed and protect his flock from wild animals. They were called bishops
or overseers because they were to exercise the oversight, not of comstraint, but
willingly according to t he will of God. The word bishop means overseer. Iu the
American Standard Version in Acts 20:28, Paul called the elders at Ephesus bishops.
The authorized version calles them overseers. The word bishop simply means over-
seer, The bishop of the New Testament church was not a man who was placed upon a
pedestal, exercising authority over a large area and a large number of congrega-
tions. He was simply an elder, a bishop; he was an overseer, a shepherd of a con-
gregation.

There were also deacons in the church that Jesus built., Paul addressed
the bishops and deacons in the church at Philippi and he named the gqualifications
for deacons in his first letter to Timothy. Now the deacons are the servants of
the church. They serve the Lord under the leadership of the elders, even as do the
evangelistand the teachers of the church. Inasmuch as the Lord Jesus has taught

e ——

ves well as a deacon, as a servant of God's people, certainly is respected and
loved by Godts people and is honored by the Lord.

There were also teachers in the church. I. Acts 13:1 we read there were
teachers and prophets in the church at Antioch. Paul instructed the aged women to
be Mteachers of that which is good; that they may train the young women to love
their hustands, to love their children, to be sober-minded, chaste, workers at
home, kind, being in subjection to their own husbands, that the word of CGod be not
Basphemed.” (Titus 2:3-5.) And then again in I Timothy 2:12, Paul said, "I permit

B not a woman to teach, not to have dominion over a man, but to be in quietness.”

The apostle has not contradicted himself in these two statements. In one state-
ment he instructs the aged women to be teachers; in the next statement he said,

"I permit not a woman to teach, not to have dominion over a man, but to be in quiet—
ness.!" He does not forbid a woman to teéach under proper circumstances, but he does
forbid that she be a public proclaimer of the gospel and in amy degree wnerein she
exercizes dominion over a man. Christianity is a taught religion, and Godfs king-
dom will spread throughout the world today only in proportion that God's word is
efficiently taught by men and women. )

Now as to the doctrine of the church, strictly speaking, the church has

no doctrine. The church has no authority to originate a doctrine. It is rather,

7 Tthe doctrine of the Lordr ~ I'kndW Sometimes pesple speak of the doctiime of Hps — T T
church and the doctrine of that church, and that may be true with respect to these
churches. But we are talking about the church that Jesus built. In IT John 9,
John said, "Whosoever transgresseth and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath
not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and
the Son." So I want to emphasize that it is not the doctrine of the church; it is
the doctrine of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Lord Jesus has taught all of us the
same thing. In the New Testament we find that the Lo d, through his apostles,
taught men to believe. "Yithout faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto
God.” (Heb. 11:6.) The Lord said, ™Repent or perish." And in Matthew 10:32, he
said, "hosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also be-
fore my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will
I also deny before my Father which is in heaven." In Romans 10:10, the apostle

7§?f said, "With the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confes—
sion is made unto salvation." And then in Mark 16:16, Jesus said, "He that believ-
eth and is baptized shall be saved; but ke that disbelieveth shall be condemmed."
Then in Revelation 2:10, the Lord said, "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give thee the crown of life." Now this is the doctrine of the Lord. And this is
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what the early church taught to all the world. Paul speaks of the church as the
ipillar and ground of the truth.” It is the responsibility of the church to preach

the doctrine of the Lord Jesus Christ, and if all men everywhere would be satis-
fied with the word of the Lord, the doctrine of the Lord, and his doctrine only,
then all men would teach the same thing, believe the same thing, and practice the
same thing, even as did the church that Jesus built.

God has also taught his people hiow to worship . In John 4:24, when Jesus
was talking to the Samaritan woman, he said, "God is a Spirit; and they that wor-
ship him must worship in spirit and in truth.' To worship Cod in spirit is to woo-
ship him sincerely, earnestly from the heart. We are not to go through some formal
acts when our heart is not in them, no more than a man would pray when his heart is
not in his prayer, But what we do must be done from the heart.

We are to worship also in truth, that is, as God’s truth authorizes us.
We find that the apostles taught the early Christians t. sing and to pray, to lay
by in store on the first day of the week, to remember the Lord in eating the Lord?ts

e —-syupper—and to—teach God’s word. ~No mai Iiving today knows that more or less than

what the apostles taught people to do in worship to God is acceptable unto the
Lord. This is how the church that Jesus built worshipped God, and this is how we
want to worship God today.

As the work of the churcly it is the responsibility of the church to
preach the gospel of the Lord Jesus. .Paul spoke of the church as the "pillar and
ground of the truth.” It does not belong to the government to preach the gospel
of the Lord Jesus; it is not primarily the responsibility of the educational sys-
tems to preach the gospel; nor does it belong to organizations and lodges that men
have established. But it is the mission of the church to preach the gospel of the
Lord Jesus. Not only that, the church should edify itself in teaching God's word
and building up the sdints in the most holy faith. And the church should remember
the poor. When Jesus was upon the earth he went about doing good, but he is not in
the flesh any longer. But we, as his servants, go about doing good in Jesus' namne.
That is, in his stead, as his servants, we serve those who stand in need. Then, of
course, it is the mission of the church to glorify God.

Now this is the church you read about in the New Testament. It is the
church that Jesus built; it is the church that he purchased with his blood; it is
the church of which he is the Savior. (Matt. 16:18; Acis 20:28; Iph. 5:23.) Now
we can be members of the church that Jesus built is we will do what people did in

—New Testament days as-—“they followed“the teacliing of the d@postles.” I@ Acts 2747 we

read that the Lord added the saved to the church. That is why we know that all the
saved are in the church. He has added all the saved to the church. Those that he
counted saved were those who believed on the Lord, confessed him as Lord, repented
of their sins, and were baptized into Christ. (Acts 2:37-38.)
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Sermon No, 294

~ THE GREAT commission

A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan on (i3 31, 1960 at the
Hillsboro Church of Christ, Nashville, Teir.cssee and heard
over radio station WLAC 2w 8:05 P, M.

After the Lord had lived on the earth thirty years or longer, they cru-
cified him, buried his body, and on the third day he arose from the grave. During
the space of forty days between his resurrection and his ascension, he appeared to
1is disciples at various intervals and talked to them about his kingdom. It was
also during that period when he gave to them the great commission. According to
Matthew 28:19 Jesus said to his apostles on a mountain in Galilee, "All authority
hath been given unto me,in heaven and on eaxth., Go ye therefore, and make disci-
ples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Sou
and of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded
you: and lo, I_am with_ you always,—even unto the-end-of the-world-'"-Mark?s-record, ——— ==
found in Mark 16:16 says, "Go...preach the gospel to the whole creation. He that
believeth and is baptized chall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be con-
demned."” And in Luke 24:45 Jesus. said, "Thus it is written, that Christ should
suffer, and rise again from the d#ad, the third day; and that repentance and remis-
sion of sins should be preached in his hame unto all nations, beginning from Jeru-
salem, '

It is important that we notice the time when this commission was given.
~ It was not given during his personal ministry on the earth, but after he had com-
' pleted his life's work, had been crucified, buried and resurrected. He is about

to go back to heaven when he gives-the great commission unto his apostles whom he
had trained for three ysars or longer.

i Now there are other. great- commissions ths* we read about, both in the
Bible and out of the Bible. In the history of Engli w there is the Magna Charta,
and in our own country we think-of the Declaration o: Independence as being a great
document. In the-Bible we read about God's charge tu Moses to lead Israel, a great
host of people, out of Egyptian bondage, to the promised land. We also read of
God*s charge to Noah to build an ark through which he and his family were saved
from the flood. But the commission Jesus gave to his apostles is the greatest com-
mission ever given to mortal man. It is great because it was given by the Lord
___Jesus. Any document.sent .out by.men-in-high-office who -exercise great authorityy;- — —-
like the governor of our state-or the ‘president of the United States, is considered
am important document. But the great.commission did not come from any human autho:
ity; it came from heaven.- It is great because it was given by all authority in hea
ven and on earth. It is great because it was universal. It did not have to do
with the people of one nation or one country; but it included all the people of all
the nations, of all the ages—''Go. preach the gospel to every nation." And finally,
it is the great -commission because it announces the terms of salvation to lost man.
When Noah carried out his commission.he -saved himself and his family., Moses deli-
vered Israel from Egyptian bondage; Gideon-delivered Israel from the Midianites,
but these do not compare-with the-great -commisiion in importance., It has not only
to do with our temporal blessings, but it has to do withsoursoul?s salvation. And
7“\ for these reasons-and-others we like-to- call- it the great commission.

§ I want- us-to note a few thiugs about this commission. Jesus said, "Go
preach the-gospel." Why did the Lord Jesus want his apostles to preach the gospel
to every creature? -Paul.gave the. answer when he said, in I Cor. 1:21, "For seeing
that in the wisdom of CGod the world thraugh its wisdom knew not God, it was God's
good_pleasure through the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe."
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Not only what they preached was foolishness to some people, but the very plan of
Saving man by the Preaching of the gospel was foolichness to some people, and to

Some people today, Nevertheless, it is Godts plan <> zave man by the preaching of
the gospel,

In John 6:44 Jesug said, "No man can come vo me, except the Father that
Sent me draw him: and T will raise him up in the last day. It is written in the
Prophets, And they shall all be taught of God, and everyone that hath heard ° from
t he Father, and learned, cometh uwto me."™ God draws man, through the preaching of
tl.e gospel, "No man, " Jesus said, Mcan come unto the Father, except he draw him,"
Eut he is drawn when he hears the word, believes it and obeys it. And this is why ,
no doubt, Paul said in Romans 1:16, "por T am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is
the power of God unto salvation to every one fhat believeth; to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek, !t The gospel is Godfs drawing power, Tt is God?s power to save
man, to convert and to convict him of his sins, It was so in the days of the apos -
tles and it is still God®s power to save man. The gospel has lost none of its
Dower to save men, James tells us in James 1:21, "Wherefore putting away all filth-
iness and overflowing of wickedne§§k‘reggiyg_yith_meﬁkness the implanted word, .. - _ —
““which is“éblé’fS??E”énigﬁFFéSﬁIET" The Lord Jesus sent the apostle Paul throughout
the Gentile world and Paul +turned thousands of people from.serving idols to serving
the true and living God. wWhat power did he use? How was it that he was so success-
ful in turning so many people from idols to serve God?

In Acts 26:16 we read about Jesus appearing to Paul on Damascus road and
he said to Paul, "Byt arise, and stand upon thy feet: for +o this end have I ap-
Peared unto thee, to appoint thee g minister and g witness both to the things where.
in thou hast seen me, and to the things wherein T Will appear unto thee, delivering

N thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom T send thee, to open their
eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto
God, that they may receive remission of sins and an “inheritance unto them that are
sanctified by faith in me."  Now our question is, W ¢ power did Paul use as he
wvent throughout the Gentile world and turned thousands upon thousands from darkness
to light, to open their eyes and turn them from the v-wer of Satan unto God? And
‘the answer is, The gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. When.writing to the Corinth-
lans in his first epistle (I Cor, 15:1-2) Paul said, "I make known unto you, bre-
thren, the gospel which I preached unto you, which also you received, wherein also
Ye stand, by which also Y& are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached
nto you, except you believed in vain.n The gospel is the seed of the kingdom.

The Lord Jesus in the parable of the Sower said, "The word (the word of God) is the

seed of the kingdom," And ag the .apostles went forth and preaqhgq'ghq\gQ§p§;Jth§y_
T TWere sowing the—sesd of “the kiﬁgdGﬁfiﬁ”tHé"HéE%E§—6T"ﬁenf6ﬁ"thé earth, And in that

way Godfs kingdom Spread throughout all the world, And that is how Godts kingdom

is spread throughout the world today. And that is why God charged his apostles,

"Go preach the gospel." Tt was God's pleasure to save man by the Preaching of the

gospel,

Holy Spirit, as some people would have us believe, Of course, a man is converted
and convicted by the Spirit as he is converted and convicteg By the gospely for the

The great commission, also, as we said g moment ago, announces the terms
of salvation to lost man, Let us read again Romans 1:16-17, 1T ap not ashamed of
the gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation unto everyone that believeth;
to the Jew first and also to the Greek, For therein (in the gospel) is revealed a
righteousness of God from faith unto faith." Paul was not talking about the attri-
butes of Godts character when he spoke about g righteousness of God", but he was
talking about God's standard of righteousness for min. or that which constitutes
righteousness in God's sight, Not g righteousness o, e law of Moses, not a
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not a righteousness according to manf's standard, but a righteousness according to
God?s standard. So God's way, or plan, of saving man is revealed in the gospel,
That is why Jesus commanded his apostles to go preach the gospel to every creature,
saying, 'He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, he that believeth not
shall be condemned." And Jesus said repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in his name unto all nationms, beginning at Jerusalem, The Lord intended
that the apostles go out and tell the world about the Lord Jesus, that he is the
Son of God and to call upon the people to turn away from their sins and to be bap-
tized unto the remission of their sins. All of this is included in the great com—
mission.

As the apostles went forth and preached unier the great commission we
find the people did these very things. On Pentecost, at the conclusion of Peter?s
sermon, the people cried out, "Brethren, what shall we do?" Peter answered, ''Re-
pent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the re-
mission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." In Acts
18:8 we read when Paul went down to Corinth and preached the gospel, that the Cor-
inthians "hearing believed and were baptized.'" _In_Acts 8 we read- that- Philip, the -

“evangelist, entered the chariot with the Ethiopian eunuch and preached Christ as
they rode along the road, and wien they came to water, the eunuch said, "Behold,
here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?.,.And they both went down into
the water, both Philip and the eunuch and he baptized him." 1In Acts 16 we read
about the conversions of Lydia and the jailor, and it is the same story. They
heard the gospel, believed and were baptized. In Acts 10 we read that the first
Gentiles became Christians accoxding to the terms laid down in the great commis-
sion. Peter went to Caesarea, preached the gospel to them; they heard and believed
and Peter commanded them to be baptized. Now this is in harmony with so many other
scriptures, such as Paul's statement in Galations 3:26-27, "For ye are all sons of
God, through faith, in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into
Christ did put on Christ,!"

It is interesting to note that infants were not included in the great
commission, Infants cannot believe, they cannot repent of their sins, they cannot
be baptized of their own free will. In Acts 2:41 we read that after Peter told the
people to repent and be baptized, "They then that received his word were baptized:-
and there were added unto them in that day about three thousand souls." Infants
are not subjects of the gospel. The gospel is to be preached to people who are lost
in sin. The little infant is not lost; he is safe. A man is not condemned befare
God until he commits sin. The Bible does not teach t' at we inherit the sins of
sins of those who lived before US, BUt we are not gui.vy of their sins. The Lord
Jesus said, '"Ye shall die in your sins, and where I a': ye cannot come." He did not
say that you will die in Adam®s sin. So until one reaches the age of responsibili-
ty and violates God's laws, he is safe, without sin in God's sight, and the gospel
is not addressed unto such. But the gospel is addressed to all men everywhere who
have been separated from God because of their sins. (Isa. 59:1,2.)

Jesus also said in the great commission, "Teach them to observe all
things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end
of the world." After one has believed in tle Lord, repented of his sins and been
baptized intp Christ, he is still to be taught Low to serve God faithfully. So in
Act~2 we read at the conclusion of the first sermon under the great commission
; that they continued steadfastly in the apostles® doctrine. In II John 9 Jesus
| said, "Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not
God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son.™
John is talking to people who are Christians, people who have obeyed the gospel.
In Rev, 2:10 Jesus said to his servants, "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give thee the crown of life.! Again he said in John 15:10, "If ye keep my command-

=4 .. - o 7

Adam and Eve or our forefathers. We do at times su® sv the consequences of the - _
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ments, ye shall abide in my love." "Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch can-
, not bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; so nelther can ye, except

{ A ye abide in me." :

Now during the first century the apostles and early evangelists went
forth and faithfully carried out the great commission. Thousands of people be-
lieved, repented of their sins and were baptized intc Christ and were added to the
church by the Lord. Now if you are a believer todaw, and are willing to repent of
your sins; if you are willing to accept the terms laid down in the gospel and be
baptized unto the remission of your sins, the Lord witl add you to the same church
to which he added the people on the day of Pentecost. Here is the last will and
testament of the Lord, sealed by his blood, approved in heaven, preached by the
apostles. I would be untrue to God; I would be untrue to his Book; I would be un-
true to you, as a gospel preacher if I did not tell you exactly the terms of sal-
vetion as laid down in Godfs book. This is the way the Lord will acéept you; this
is the way a man can become a Cuhristian; this is the only way that a man can be-
come a Christian, This is the Lord®s way. '"Go,..preach the gospel to the whole

creation. He that believeth and is baptized.shall be saved; he that -disbelieveth =~ ~ 7~

shall be condemed,”
R
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Sermon No. 234

S BIBLE STUDY IMPORTAMT?

A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan on October 5, 1958 at the
Hillsboro Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee, and heard over
radio station WL A C.

The apostle Paul said to Timothy, "Study to show thyself approved unto

God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.™
(II Tim. 2:15). And in Paul’s address to the elders of Ephesus, as recorded in the
twentieth chapter of Acts and the thirty-second verse, he said, "And now, brethren,
I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up,
and to give you an inheritance among them that are sanctified.” We have heard it
said, there is power in knowledge. To be well informed on any subject gives one aun
advantage. But diligent study of a subject i§ necessary to obtain the knowledge

_one desires on that subject. Astronomers, civil engineers, doctors, lawyers, banh-

ers, and so on, did not obtain THeir poSitions by a single bound, but-by-hard-work-
and diligent study. Not many men can master all the subjects they might be inter-
ested in in this life, but every man should certainly take time to be familiar with
the one book on earth that tells him of his origin and his destiny.

Man is bquﬁgPiritual and physical. Paul said in IT Corinthians 4:16,
"Though oUF OULward man 1§ decaying, yet our inward man is renewed day by day."

And Jesus said in Matthew 10:28, "Be not afraid of them that kill the body, but

are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul
and body in hell." And again he said, "For what shall a man be profited, if he
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in ex-
change for his soul?" From these scriptures it is apparent that the care of the
soul is more important than the care of the body. WNow the Bible is the one book in
the world that teaches us concerning our soults welfare. How important it is, then,
that every man be a diligent student of God's word. God commands us to study his
word. Through his prophet, Isaiah, a long time ago he said, "Seek ye out the beok
of Jehovah and read.' Paul said to Timothy in I Timothy 4:13, "Give heed to reading,
to exhortation, to teaching." And again in Ephesians 5:17, "Wherefore be ye not
foolish, but understand what the wisdom of the Lord is." Colossians 3:16, "Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly.! You remember the psalmist said in Psalms 1l:1,
"Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel oi the wicked, nor standeth in
the way of simners, nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers, but his delight is in the

scriptures mean anything to us? Are they addressed only to the preacher, to the
Bible teacher, to the elders? No. They are directed to every man and woman and to
every child who is old enough to understand God's word. And when we neglect to
study God?s word we disobey God. There are not many of us who would deliberately
place our souls in the hands of a man, pay him so much money and say, '"Now you get
my soul to heaven the best way you can, just be sure to get it there." And never-

theless, that is what one does when he does not study God's word, but allows some-

one else to do his reading and his study for him and tells him what to do.

The Bible teaches that when we neglect to study God's word we will suffer
certain evil consequences. Paul, talking about such people said in Ephesians 1:18,
"Being darkened in their understanding, alienated fromthe life of God, because of
the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardening of their hearts; who being
past feeling gave themselves to lasciviousness to work all uncleaness with greedi-
ness." Here the apostle is simply saying that their understanding was so darkened
because of ignorance that they were not capable of distinguishing truth from error,

and so without feeling of conscience, they gave themselves up to filthiness and

wickedness, Sometimes you hear people say, "I don't see any harm in that, and I
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don't see any harm in this," and in so saying, they tell the truth. But because
they cannot see the harm does not mean that the harm is not there. It may mean
¥ that because of their ignorance of God's word that they are not able to discern
d £ evi r right from wrong.
good from gvil or rig wrong.

The Bible also tells us that men are destroyed for lack of knowledge. God
said through his prophet Hosea, "My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: be-
cause thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no
priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I also will forget thy
children.’” (Hosea 4:6). Those who rebel against the light can expect no more than
to perish in the darkness, and those who refuse the knowledge of God in their
hearts will perish in their ignorance. The apostle Paul describing such people
said in Romans 1:28, "And even as they refused to have God in their knowledge, God
gave them up to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not fitting." For
example, Sodom and Gomorrah perished when God could not find ten righiteous souls
therein. And Jerusalem, Chorazin, Bethsaida, Capernaum, in due time were destroyed
because they refused to have God in their knowledge. And because men became so

sent a flood and destroyed them all. It was not because they did not have the
light; it was because they hated it and rejected it. They neither desired to know
Godts will nor to do it. They did not teach their children to serve the Lord and
God forgot both them and their children. Lo

The Bible also 'teaches that because of our ignorance we will sometimes do
the very thing that God does not want us to do, and all the time we may be thinking
that we are doing the will of God. You remember Jesus preparing his disciples for
what was to come in later days, said to them, "They shall put you out of the syna-

fﬁi gogue: yea, the hour cometh, that whosoever killeth you shall think that he offers
service unto God." (John 16:2). And they did that very thing. They persecuted the
apostles from-city to city, from province to province, from country to country, and
finally most of them laid down their lives for preaching the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ. And all the time the people who were persecuting the apostles
thought they were doing the very thing that God wanted them to do. In Acts 3:17
Peter said,"And now, brethren, I know that in ignorance ye did it, as did also your
rulers.” He was talking about the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus and he said, "I
know that in your ignorance you crucified the Lord of glory." Nevertheless, the
Lord called upon them to repent. Paul said concerning himself in Acts 26:9, "I
verily thought with myself that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of
Jesus of Nazareth." Now these scriptures teach us that it is possible for a man in
~_his ignorance of God’s werd, to do the very thing that God does not want him to do.
And we find that quite often among people today. Mamy today will worship God by the
precepts of men and not by the word of God. Many today will become members of human
organizations believing that they are members of the body of Christ. Some men will
tell us that you do not have to be baptized to be saved, Men today will go fishing
on Lord's day and neglect the worship. And they will do many other such like
things in their ignorance and all the time think that they are doing the will of
God. They are often as honest and sincere in what they are doing as we are in what
we are doing this morning. But why do they do it? The answer is, because of their
ignorance of the truth. They think they are serving God; they believe that they
are doing the very thing that God wants them to do, but in their ignorange they are
doing the very thing that God does not want them to do.

~ There is no excuse for a man's ignorance of God's word today. Everyone
has-access to the BIbI€. A copy of the Bible can be bought at a Very reasonable
Sum, and if a man is not able to pay that, somebody will be glad to give him one.
Every member of the family should have his own copy of the Bible and he should have
some good time every day to read God's word. There is no excuse for being ignorant
of God's word today.

v,
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On the other hand, let me call your attention to some things that Cod’s
word will do for us, some of the blessings that we will enjoy when we study God's
word. In Psalm 19:7 the psalmist said, "The law of the Lord is perfect, converting
the soul.” And we know that was true on the day of Pentecost when Peter stood up
with the eleven and preached the gospel of Christ for the first time agfter the as-
cension of the Lord Jesus. When he convinced,these people that day that they had
crucified the Lord of glory, they cried out, "Men and brethren, what must we do?"
The people were convicted of their sins; they were convinced of their sins; they
were converted, and now they were believers in the Lord, whereas before they were
not believers in him. And how did it come about? By the preaching of the Tord
Jesus that day, by the apostles. So, MThe law of the Lord is perfect, converting
the soul." No wonder the apostle said in Romans 1:16, "I am not ashamed of the gos-
pel: for it is the power of God unto salvation unto everyone tmt believeth.! Again,
in I Peter 1:22, we read, "Seeing you have purified your souls in your obedience to
the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, love one another from the heart fer-
vently." So Cod's word, planted in our hearts will purify our hearts. It will
plant noble ideals in our hearts and cast out that which is evil, In John 17:17,
“Jesus said, "S,nctify them in the truth, for Thy word is truth.'" SO by Tollowing
God?s word we are set apart for the service of God; we are made mest for the Mas—
ter's use; we are sanctified. In Matthew 4:4, Jesus said, "Man shall nct live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.'" Peter
said in I Peter 2:2, "As newborn babes, long for the spiritual milk which is without
guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation.'  We are very fond of feeding the
physical man, but how often do we feed the spiritual man? Ve know very well that
we cannot feed the spiritual man upon food we use to feed the physical man. How
important it is, then, if we would be strong and grow up as the Lord wants us to
grow that we feast upon God's word. The psalmist also tells us that it will be a
light unto. our path. In Psalms 119:105,"Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path.! Again, in II Timothy 3:15 Paul said to Timothy, "Abide thou
in the things which thou hast learned and hath been assured of, knowing of whom thou
hath learned them; and from a babe thou hast known the secret writings which are
able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus." Se,
if you would be wise unto salvation you do not have to read all the books:that men
have written about the Bible; read the Bible. Study the Bible, and when you learn
what the Bible teaches concerning man's salvation you will know as much as anybody
else in all the world and you will be wise unto salvation. James tells us in Jalics
1:21, "Wherefore putting away all filthiness and overflowing oi wickedness, receive
with meekness the implanted word which is able to save your souls." God's word re—~
veals to us God's will. It instructs us in the way of righteousness; it tells us
what God wants-us -to._do._to .become Christians and it.tells_us how to_serve the Lord
faithfully as Christians. It will save our souls.

Furthermore, in Romans 15:4, Paul said, "For whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our learning, that through patience and through comfort
of the scriptures we might have hope." So there is comfort in the scriptures.

There is no comfort compared to the comfort that the scriptures give us. And this
is particularly true when the trials of life lie heavily upon us, or when we come
to bury our dead and say good-bye to our loved ones. God's word will give us' com~
fort. But that is not d411. In John 12:48, Jesus said, "He that rejecteth me, and
receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same
shall judge him in the last day." You may neglect to study God's word now; you may
‘think it unimportant; you may count other things of more importance than studying
God's word, and you may forget it and push it aside, but it will meet you in the
judgment day. The Bible tells us that we will be judged by the word of God. ' Now
in view of these statements from God's word; in view of  the power of his word, its
influence in our liwves and in the interest of our souls, we should be diligent in
the study of God's word. How can any man go along through life and think himself
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to be a faithful servant of God when he neglects to study God's word even one day
in his life? No wonder the apostle said to Timothy, "Study to show thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.” No wonder he said in his farewell address to the elders of Ephesus, "And
now, I-commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build

you up, and to give you an inheritance among them that are sanctified." May the
good Lord help us that we may love his word and read his word and diligently study
his word and nurture it in our hearts and live by it every day.

If you are not a Christian and you want to know what God wants you to do
to become a Christian, you should go to the Bible and let the Bicle tell you. It
is not what you think you ought to do; it is not what I think you ought to do; it
is not what other people have done; it is what does Cod's word tell you. TYou re-
member in the great commission as Jesus' charged his apostles to go into all the
world and preach the gospel, Jesus said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall -
be saved; he that believeth not shall be condemned." According to Matthew he said,
Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing thiem into the

" name of the Father and of thé Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching theém td observe”

all thing whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the
end of the world." On the day of Pentecost, when the apostle Peter preached the
first sermon under the great commission, and the people were convicted of the sin of
crucifying their  Lord, they cried out, 'Mena nd brethren, what must we do?" Peter
said, "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto
the remission of your sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." (Acts

Zz:3%y. And as we go along TOIOugo uie UOOK OI AGECS and read the story oif how the
apostles went out preaching the gospel under the great commission, guided by the
Holy Spirit, we find this was the answer that they gave to the people who wanted to
become Christians, children of God. They were taught to believe in their hearts;
they were taught to sincerely repent of their sins; they were taught to confess the
faith that was in their hearts concerning the Lord Jesus; and they were taught to *
be baptized into Christ unto the remission of their sins. And then, becoming Chris-
tians, they were taught to serve the Lord according to his word, to be faithful unto
the end.” Paul saidthat when the Lord Jesus comes with his angels "in flaming fire,
rendering vengeance to them that know not God, and obey not the gospel of the Lorc
Jesus: who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of the
Lord and from the glory of his might." And so this morning, if you are not a
Christian, why not become a Christian? Why not take Cod’s word and obey God's

word. Let it be indeed a lamp unto your feet and a light unto your path. May the
good Lord bless you to accept his invitation now.

————— - =
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~ DISCERAING GOOD AND EVIL

A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan on November 1, 1959 at the
Hillsboro Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee..

I am reading from the £ifth chapter of the Hebrew letter, "For when by

‘reason of time ye ought to be teachers, ye have nged again that someone teach you
the rudiments of the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as

have need of milk, and not solid food. For everyone that pzrtaketh of milk is with-

out experience of the word of righteousness; for he is a bahe, But solid food is

for fullgrown men, even those who by reason of use have their senpes exercised to

discern good and evil." In this statement from the apostle we learn that many Chxi. -

tians in his day did not malte the progress in the study of God's word as was expect-

ed of them., This is also true today, and for this reason this is always a timely
____lesson. I want_particularly to talk to you about the thought suggested in the four-

teenth verse, "But solid food is for fullgrown men, even those who by reason of use

have their senses exercised to discern good and evil."

When one reaches manhood he is not expected to eat food prepared for bahes.
As time goes on he should be able to eat strong meat. And so the apostle Paul is
saying here that some Christians have not made the progress in the study of God's
word and in living the Christian life and they are still babes spiritually. And
f or this reason they are not able to discern good and evil, It is not a rare thing
to hear people say concerning such things, "I don't see any harm in that.," And per-
haps they are telling the truth, They do not see the harm simply because they are
not able to discern what is right and what is wrong. But we should always remember
that because a man cannot see the harm does not mean that the harm is not there.
While some people find difficulty in knowing what is right and what is wrong, a
great many people make this statement simply to justify themselves in what they are
doing. And there are some who want specific statements from the Bible naming every
sin, There are some sins specifially named in the Bible. In Gal. 5, Paul named a
number of the works of the flesh of which he said, "They who practice such things
shall not inherit the kingdom of God." In the thirteenth chapter of the Roman let-
ter Christians are instructed to be obedient to the laws of the land, and then that
there are things dishonest, deceitful, lying, covetousness, hypocrisy, stealing,
things indecent and things immodest, mentioned in the Bible. We know that these
. . _things are wrong. But the Bible does not name every sin_in the catalog of sin.
Customs and practices change through the ages. For example, the old hoop skirt
would be entirgly out of style today, and some of the clothes that women wear today
would have been considered indecent and immodest in the day of the hoop skirt. Our
great-grandfathers did not have to worry about questionable picture shows their
children might see, because there were none, Neither did they have to worry about
the modern waltz. But they had problems that we are not troubled with. All of
swhich make us realize that it would be impossible for us to name every sin in the
catalog of sin, I am not saying that certain things are sinful now that were not
sinful then. But I am saying that circumstances and customs and styles and such
like do change our attitude toward certain practices, ‘

Now the question that is before us this morning is, How may a Christian

7N discern what is right and what is wrong? I think that all of us should find this a
‘ profitable study, and particularly Christian young people. They have not learned

so much as might be expected of older people, and sometimes they find it quite dif-

ficult to know just what to do under certain circumstauces. I want to suggest a

number of rules which may be used in judging what is right and what it wrong, where-

in certain principles are laid down, These will pretty well tell us what is right

and what is wrong.
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In the first place we could say, "Whatever weakens my influence for good

as a Christian is wrong.," Christians are called by the Lord the "light of the
world and the salt of the earth." They,.&s 1light,>should .show the way. As salt,
they should provide a seasoning and a saving influence. Every man wiélds an influ-
ence for good or for bad, Paul says, "No man lives unto himself," That being true,
we know that God will hold us responsible for the influence that we wield in this
world, whether it is good or bad, Therefore, any practice that destroys my influ-
ence for good as a Christian is wrong. When a little girl died, her playmate wanted
inscribed upon her tomb, "It was easy to be good when she played with us.," And you
remember the apostle Peter said, in his first epistle, the third chapter and the
first verse, '"In like manner, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that
even if any obey not the word, they may without the word be gained by the behavior
of their wives; beholding your chaste behavior coupled with fear, On one occasion
a good Christian woman was asked, "How do you ever expect to convert your husband?
You cannot Bet him to hear the gospel preached; he won't read the Bible, and he
won't let anyone talk to him and you-cannot talk to him," Her answer was, "I mean

- -—————to-show-him." - She simply meant, I am going to live the Christian life so well—that—— -——"

he will want to be a Christian. And that is exactly what the apostle Peter is say~
ing here. God will hold us responsible for our inflvence and we can influence pec-
ple to become Christians, Sometimes people might way, "It is none of your business
how I Iive or want I do. If I want to serve the devil and go to hell when I die,
that is my business." And someone has answered him, "7ou may, and it is your pri-
vilege to do wrong, to live a wicked life, to serve the devil and go to hell when
you die, if you want to; but you do not have any right to carry someone with you."
And that is exactly what one will do when he influences others to sin,

In the second place, "Anything that hinders me in performing my Christian
duty is wrong." You remember Jesus said in Matt. 6:33. "Seek ye first the kingdom
of God and his righteousness." Now our first concern should always be to serve God.
I heard a good man way a few days ago while visiting him in the hospital, "My wife's
first interest is the church; her second interest is her duties as a mother; her
third interest is as a wife; her fourth interest is the house.'" And I thought he
put is just about right. That is the way God wants all of us to think about this
matter of serving him., We should seek first God?s kingdom. We should not let any

duty or anything in this life hinder us in performing our Christian duties. You
remember the apostle Paul said in IT Tim, 2:4, "No soldier on duty entangleth him-
self in the affairs of this life; that he may please him who en-.olled him as a sol-
dier." Many of you perhaps served in the armed services of the country and you can

= —————7remember that when you-became-a-soldier you had to give up your interest in-many— ———

things. Many soild® out businesses and forgot all about them as they went into the
‘armed services, Why? Because when a men becomes a soldier he has to give his
first interest to that. He cannot very well run his business back home and serve
as a soldier on the battlefield at the same time, And that is exactly what the
apostle is saying here--that a good soldier of the cross will not entangle himself
in the affairs of this life to the degree that it will hinder him in his duty as a
Christian. You remember the Lord Jesus in Luke 14 tells us about a certain man who
had a great supper. And he sent out the invitations to his friends and one of then
said, "I have .bought a field, and I must needs to out and see it." Another said,
"I have bought five yoke of oxen and I go to prove them," And the third said, "I
have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come." You remember how the Lord said
these people would not have any part in his great feast, And he is warning people
who make excuses for not serving the Lord and for not becoming Christians. Today
sometimes people allow Sunday jobs, business interests, worldliness generally, even
recreation, social obligations and such like, to prove a stumbling block and hinder
them in their Christian duties. Hardly before they realize it they have left their
first love and drifted away from the Lord. So, anything that hinders me in perform-
ing my Christian duty is wrong.
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In the next place, "Whatever places upon me an unequal yoke as a Chris-
ggg tian is wrong." In II Cor. 6:14, Paul said, ""Be not unequally yoked with unbeliev-
’ ers.' In this statement he was talking about Christians participating in the af-
fairs of the heathen, such as in their temple services, and things of that sort,
and he is drawing a lesson here from a law in the 0ld Testament where God would not
allow Israel tp yoke the ox and the ass together. He said, "This is an unequal
yoke." And now the apostle is saying that when a Christian allows himself to be
yoked upiwith unbelievers to the degree that it hinders him in his Christian work
it is an unequal yoke, 'In the %phesian letter 5:11, "Have no fellowship with -~
equal works of darkness, but rather even reprove them," Paul also said, "Evil com-
panionships corrupt good morals." As light and darkness have nothing in common; as
righteousness and unrighteousness have nothing in common; as Christ and Satan have
l2ve nothing in common, so Christians have nothing in common with the ways of the
world and those who serve Satan., He should not allow himself to become so invol-
ved in anything wherein he will find himself unequally yoked and therefore find
it difficult to serve the Lord.

In the next place, "Whatever is harmful to my body us wrong in Godf¥s

s ight,® In I cor, 6:19, Paul said, "Know ye not that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit which is in you, which ¥e have from God? and ye are not your own; for
you were bought with a price; glorify God therefore in your body." In I Cor. 10:31,
"Whether therefore ye gat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of
God." In ‘om., 12;1-2, "I beseech you therefore; brethren, for the mercies of God,
to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual service. And be not fashioned according to the world; but be ye trans-
formed by the reviewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is the good and accep-

ﬁ“\ table and perfect will of God.!'" Our bodies are the houses in which our spirits

. live while we live on the earth. When the spirit departs from the body, the body
dies., James tells us in James 2:26, '"As the body apart from the spirit is dead,
even so faith apart from works is dead." A man enjoys good health, if the body is
sound. And so much of our happiness depends upon how we take care of our bodies.
Anything that we do that has a tendency to destroy our bodies is wrong in the
sight of God. Now I do not have to enumerate all thc bad habits that men form in
a lifetime and say, "Now these are the things that arc harmful." God has blessed
us with the good sense to know when a thing is harmful to our bodies., "Daniel pur-
posed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the king's danties.'"" And
every Christian today should purpose in his heart to refrain from every habit that

is harmful to his body.

In the next place, "Whatever corrupts my mind, my thought, my heart, is
sinful in the sight of God." Solomon said, "As a man thinketh in his heart, so is
he." You can read a man's heart by listening to him talk for a little while, be-
cause as a'man thinks, he talks; and as he talks, he thinks, he acts., The Lord
Jesus said, "For out of the heart come forth evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,

fornications, thefts, false witness, railings: these are the things which defile
the man;" (Matt, 15:19,) Now this is why some people cannot carry on_a clean con-
versation without punctuating almost every sentence with some kind of vile language,
or find delight in talking about the filthy things of life, Why is it? It is be-
cause their heart is corrupt. Therefore, whatever tends to corrupt my heart is
sinful, This is why Christians, (and listen young people) should be very careful
in their choice' of the books and the magazines they read, and pictures, whether
¢ % moving or still, or the companions they keep. You know, some men would not dare
take poison into their stomachs, and yet they will allow their hearts to be filled
‘with the-vilest and deadliest kind of poison. Paul said in Phil. 4:8, "Finally,
brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever
whatsoever things are just, whatscever things are pure, whatsoever things are




~

Discerning Good and Evil Page 4
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there
be any praise, think on these things.™ So the Lord wants Christians to think on
things that are good, things that are pure and noble, because anything that corrupts
my heart is sinful.

Finally, we might =say, "Whatsoever is doubtful in my mind is sinful if I
do that thing." In Rom. 14:23, Paul in talking about Christians eating meat that
is sacrific ed to idols said, "He that doubteth is condemned if he eat." Paul was
saying that it made no difference so far as he was concerned whether the meat had
been sacrificed to an idol or not, but some Christians did not have that knowledge
a:d they were afraidto eat it, So long as you have doubt about any matter, you
had better let it alone, So if there is anything that we have not covered in
these rules that we have laid down this morning, we can conclude by saying, if it
is doubtful in your mind whether it is right or wrong, you had better let it alcne.
Paul said we should hold faith in a good conscience,

Now think about these things, I think Christians want to know what is
right and what is wrong. First, whatever weakens my influence as a Christian is
wrong. Whatever places upon me an unequal yoke is wrong. Whatever is harmful to
my body is wrong. UVhatever corrupts my heart is wrong., UWhatever is doubtful in
my mind is wrong, A Christian who really loves the Lord and earnestly serves the
Lord and strives to walk in the footsteps of the Master does not find it so diffisdt
to know vhat is right and what is wrong. He will not find it so difficult if he
s tudies God®s word. He will be able to discern good and evil., I heard Brother
E. A. Elam tell this little story. years ago. A young lady asked him if it was
wong for her to do certain things., He quoted the passage that I read this moruing

where the apostle said that  some had not grown sufficiently as to be able to dis-
cern good and evil, Later, she asked her mother, "What did Brother Elam mean by
that scripture?" And her mother abruptly said, "He just simply meant that you did
not know how to judge good and evil." She had not grown in a knowledge of God's
word sufficiently to discern right and wrong. The Christian should delight in dciug
the things that are good. He should be the happiest wan on the earth. A statement
from Peter, I think, is so fitting just here, '"He that would love life, and see
god days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no
guile: and let him turn away from evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and pur-
sue it. For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears unto their
supplication: but the face of the Lord is upon them that do evil.

R
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~ PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY

A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan on July 13, 1958 at the
Hillsboro Church of Christ, Nashville, Temnessee and heard over
radio station WL A C,

In the sixth chapter of Paul?s letter to the churches of Galatia, and the
second verse, we read, '"Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ.” In the flfth verse of the same chapter he saild, "For every man shall bear
his own burden." The apostle is simply saying that in this life we can, and we
shouwld, help one another bear the burdens of life. But there will come a timc waen
we stand before the judgment-seat of the Lord Jesus and every man must beair his owi
burden.,

I

|

|

|

T | [ suppose ths there is no experlence in life that has a more sobering effect
upen a man ‘than to be faced with Te Tespousibilitiess ~As-we—grow- up—in--good-homes,. - .
we grow up rather careless or free of responsibility. We know that Father and
Mother will give us food and shelter and the clothes that we need. When we get sick
they will give us medical care. But as a young man enters into manhood, takes unto
himself a wife, and begins to build his own home, he begins to realize, perhaps for
the first time, what it means to face responsibility. As he goes out to secure a
Jjob he again is faced with responsibility to make good in that job, that he might
be able to provide for his loved ones, and that he also might make good for the
benefit of the firm for which he works. And all along through life men are faced
with responsibilities. But regardless of what responsibilities one may be faced

7™ with in this life, they all fade into nothing compared with the responsibility of
the soul. Paul tells us in II Corinthians 5:10, that we shall all be made manifest
before the judgment-seat of Christ, and that we will have to answer to him for deeds
done in the body.

It is a fearful thing when we think about our responsibilities to God. It
- is said that someone asked Daniel Webster, the great statesman, what was the great-
est problem that ever challenged his attention. And perhaps to their surprise, he
did not answer concerning any problem of this life, but he answered, "My personal
responsibility to my Creator.' And that is the responsibility that each of us must
also face. It is a responsibility that no one else can assume for us. I remember
some years ago hearing a man say that he could not understand why the God of the
Bible made man_so he could_sin, placed him in the beautiful paradise of Eden and. ____ ____ .
then placed the tree of the knowledge of good and evil before him and in so many
words said, "Now I dare you to eat of it; ir you do, I will kill you." Well, of
course, he wanted to make it appear rather difficult. But it is not such a diffi-
cult problem, and the answer is not to difficult. '

Almighty God knew that he had to make man as he did in order to receive

glory from man. And it was God's purpose in making man to be glorified by man. God
did not make us as machines to do what he would want us to do, as an automobile that
runs when we make it run and stops when we make it stop; or else God would be re-
sponsible for every foul deed as well as every good deed that we commit. But CGod
blessed us with an intellect; he gave us the power to reason, and therefore the

/. bower to choose; he gave us the privilege to make our own choice, but he will hold

g us responsible for the choice: that we make. If we choose to serve God, God is honor-
ed and glorified. If we choose to serve the devil, then the devil is glorlfled and
God is dishonored. God could have made us so we could not sin, if he had wanted to,
then we would not be men; we would be something else. It was therefore necessary
that God make us as he did, bless us with an 1ntellect, and therefore give us the
right to choose for ourselves. . -
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Today, if youa re a Christian, it is because you want to be a Christian.
Tt is not because God made you be a Christian; it is not because someone else made
you be a Christian; but it is because you, of your own choice, made that decision.
If you are not a Christian, it is because you do not want to be one. It is not be- .
cause God will not let you be a Christian; it is not because anyone else will not
let you be a Christian; but it is because the desire in your heart is not strong
enough to lead you to obey the gospel of the Lord Jesus and accept salvation upon
his terms. In the eighteenth chapter of Ezekiel, the prophet said that Isracl will
no longer use the proverb,!The fathers had eaten sour grapes and the childrents
teeth are set on edge." H& said, MAll souls are mine.....the soul that sinmeth, it
shall die." The fathier will not be held responsible for the sins cf the sonj
neither will the son be responsible for the sins of the father. But every soul mu:.
answer before God for his own sins.

Tn the second chapter of the Fphesian letter, the first verse, Paul remir .-
ed the Ephesian Christians that before they became Christians they were dead in
. He said, "You were dead in your trespasses and sins.!
They were not dead in the sin of Adam or EheiF forefatirers, but-they-were-dead.in. _ o
their own trespasses and sins. On one occasion, jesus rebuked the Jews who refused
to believe in him, saying, '"Ye shall ‘die in your sins, and where I am there ye can-
not come." And so it is today. If we are lost, we will be lost because of our
sins, not because of the sins of our fathers; not because of the sin of Adam; but
we are guilty before God for our sins and our sins only. Of course, it is true
that we suffer conseguences of the sins of others sometime. We understand that
death came upon the entire buman race as a consequence of the sin of Adam and that
we are all going to die whether we want to or not, and that the resurrection will
come upon the entire human race as a consequence of the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and we will all be raised from the grave whether we want to be or not. But
we are not guilty of the sins of Adam. A drunken driver may have on the seat next
to him a little innocent child, and he may cause his automobile to run into a tele-
phone pole or crash into a stone wall and the little child is killed. The child
suffers as a consequence of the sin of the drunken driver, but the little child is
not guilty of the sin of the drunken driver.

You remember, also, Paul tells us in the Roman letter that "God will ren-
der to every man according to his works.! That means that each individual must
s tand before Cod and answer for himself. I cannot believe for you and you camnot
believe for me; I cannot repent of sins for you, you camnnot repent of sins for me;
I cannot confess the Lord for you, you canmot do that for me; I cannot be baptized
for you,-you-cannot-be-baptized for me; T.cannot live a Christian life for you, you _.
cannot live a Christian life for me; I cannot remember the widows and the orphans
for you; I cannot go out and help the needy for you; I cannot visit for you; and
neither can you do these things for me. If it were possible for us to meet the re-
sponsibilities of others in this respect, no doubt many times a good father and
mother would obey the gospel for a son or daughter, but they cannot do that.” A
mother, no doubt, would be baptized for her son or her daughter if she could, but
she cannot do that. But God will render unto every man according to his works.
Brother McGarvey said that the judgment is the heavy artillery of the gospel. And
I would not be surprised but we have almost altogether used the light arms in our
warfare against Satan and against sin. We do not talk about the judgment day as
much as we ought to; we do not think about it as much as we ought to. It is a fear-
ful thought and we would rather fill our minds with more pleasant thoughts in this
life. But we need to think about the judgment day, because the judgument day is
coming and there is no possible way for any of us to escape it.

We do not even like to be called into the courts of our land today. But
we nmust meed God in the judgment. And when we come to the great judgment day, there
will be no miscarriage in justice . I know in this 1ife, and in the courst of our

”.1
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land, quite often people receive certain favors, perhaps through preference or pres-
:;i tige or something of the sort. But when we stand before the judge of all +the world
¢ he will not ask us, "Were you rich, or were you poor? Who was your father and
mother? How much prestige or influence did you wield upon the earth? Of what con-
gregation were you a member?' He will ask us none of these questions; neither will
he ask us what the church did of which we were a member. You know sometimes when
we pool our efforts the record looks pretty good, but with God it is not so much
what we do as a group, it is what we do as an individual. And in the judgment day
the Lord will not say, "Who are you?" but "What did you do? How did you live? How
did you serve me?" Tt is indeed a fearful thought as we think about our persoual
responsibility to our God.

There is a little story told about the illustrious Bob Taylor. A young

l man came into his-office to talk to the governor. He introduced himselfand the

governor said, "Have a seat." And in a few minutes he spoke up and said, "Governor,

I am the son-in-law of Mr. So-and-So." He said, "Then have two seats.” The young

|- e . .——man_thought perhaps that would help his case with the governor. And it might have, :
but it will not work that way in the judgment day. In—the judgment—lay——the Ford- -~——— -
will take each of us and judge us according to how we have lived and how we have

served him,

There are a number of parables that the Lord spoke that teach this fear-
ful responsibility. He tells us about ten virgins who were waiting for the bride-
groom to return. They carried on this occasion. Five had not brought sufficient
0il, and-when the bridegroom came, they turned to the others and said, "Give us of
your oil, for our lights are going out.! But they answered, "We cannot do that, go
rather to those who sell and buy for yourselves." And while they were gone, the

ﬁ;\ bridegroom came, and the door was closed, and they were not permitted to enter. Now
in the judgment day we cannot turn to a good neighbor, or a good father, or good
mother, or son, or daughter, and say, Give me some of your righteousness." No, you
camnot do that in the judgment day. You cannot call upon someone else to help you
then, but each one of us must stand alone before God. Again he tells us about a
master, who going away gave one man five talents, to one man two, and to another
one. The man with five talents made five more; the man with two talents made two;
the man with one digged a hole and hid it. He did not steal it; he did not misuse
it; he gave it back to the master. On returning, the master might have said, "I
gave you eight talents; you made seven. That is pretty good. All of you enter into
the joys of the Lord."" But he did not say that. He took each man--'"What did Tou
do? What did you do? What did you do?" And that is the way it is going to be in

. _._the judgment day. __ - ~» e

Well, I am glad it is that way. I am glad that God made it so that I can do some-
thing about my salvation. I would not like to think that we have to depend wpon
what some of my brethren do and how some of them live, to get to heaven, I know I
have many good brethren throughout the country who are loyal servants of the Lord.
But on the other hand, there are a great many people who call themselves members of
the church, servants of the Lord, expecting to go to heaven when they die, who are
living rather careless and indifferent lives. 4nd I am glad that my salvation does
not depend upon what they do, but my salvation depends upon what I as an individual
shall do. May the good Lord help us o feel keenly our individual responsibility to
God. N

Years ago Brother Racoon John Smith gave up the faith in which he Had been
cradled and began preaching the truth. His mother said, "Jobn,why did you do \it?"
Te said,"Mother, if you will guarantee me an entrance through the rearly portals in-
to the courts of glory,I will go back and preach the old doctrine to the best of. ny
ability." She said, "John, I cannot do that, you inust answer for yourself." John -,
knew that and we ought to know that some day we will stand before God and answer for
ourselves. If you are not a Christian, will you arise now, meet your own personal
responsibility and accept salvation upon the terms of the gospel?
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SHLVATION

A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan on Feb'uary 14, 1960 at the
Hillsboro Church of Christ, Nashville, Tenncssee and heard over
radio station WLAC at 8:05 P. M.

In Romans 13:11 Paul said, WAlready it is time foryou to awake out of
=7 >ep: for now is salvation nearer to us than when we first believed.” Salvation i=
a wonderful word, especially to Christians, because it means so much to Christians.
The Lord has given us a beautiful world as our home while we live here in the
flesh. And it is bountifully filled with blessings for us. Even this morning wit.
all the snow, along with its inconveniences, we have a wonderful world to enjoy.
But with all these blessings and this beautiful home, we also suffer trials and
tribulations, sorrow, pain and death. Salvation to us means to be saved from all

_these things.. The Iord has promised.us.another world free from the sorrows-and-the——— -

trials and the temptations that we encounter in this life and a world where we shall
never die., Now this is what it means to be finally saved.

In the first place, salvation means to be saved from the grave. In the
second place, it includes to be saved from our past sins, or to enjoy the forgive-
ness of our past ~ins. And finally, it means to be saved eternally in heaven. In
I Cor. 15:21 Paul said, "For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrec-—
tion of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made
alive. -‘All men shall die as a consequence of Adam's sin.  We are not guilty of his
sin, but we do suffer in this life as a consequence of his sin, and we are all going
to die because of Adam®s sin. As a mother suffers when her lawless son has been put
in prison, she is not guilty of the sin or the crime that he has comnitted, but
nevertheless she suffers as a consequence of his sin. So, death came upon the en=’
tire human race. We expect to die; all of us expect <o die some day. DBut becaase
of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, we all also expoct to be raised from the
grave. Ve expect to be delivered from the power of denth and the grave. Both gocd
and bad, the Bible teaches, will be raised from the grave. In John 5:28 Jesus said,
"Marvel not at this: for the hour cometh in which all that are in the tombs shall
hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrsc-
tion of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of Judgment.™
Now this part of our salvation is unconditional. As we are going to die and cannot
w0 anything about it, so likewise we are going to be raised from the grave whether
we.want. to be raised or not.-- ComeeSme memme T T T e e o

Salvation also includes the forgiveness of our past sins. Peter spoke of
them as our old sins. In II Peter 1:9, after he had named certain Christian graces
that we should add to our faith, he said, "For he that lacketh these things is
blind, seeing only what is near, having forgotten the cleansing from his old sins.”
Now we are cleansed from our old sins, sins that we have committed before we became
Christians, when we obeyed the gospel. That is, when we believed on the Iord, re-
pented of our sins, and were baptized into Christ. A man might buy groceries for a
while on credit because he is out of a job, and then a little later he may find
wrk and begin to pay cash for his groceries. But the old debt is still against him
and he must finally go back and pay for the things that he bought on credit. Erin
though he is now paying cash for all that he buys, he must still pay his cld aebt.
S0 a man on becoming a Christian, ceasing to follow the old life, turning over a new
leaf, so to speak, living an honorable new life, must not forget that he must get
forgiveness of his old sins, sins that he committed before he became a Christian.
Salvation, therefore, includes being saved from our past sins.
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Now this part of our salvation is conditional. Paul said in Titus 2:11,
"For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing salvation to all men." The grace of
God that provided salvation for all men was the sacrifice that Jesus made on the
cross. (John 3:16.) God's grace provided salvation for all men. But this does not
mean that all men will be saved, because all men will not accept the salvation that
God?s grace has Provided for him. Paul said in Heb. 5:9, "Though he was a Son, yet
learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; and having been made perfect,
he became unto all them that obey him the author of eternal salvation.” Man there-
fore enjoys the forgiveness of his old sins or his past sins when he obeys the gos-
pel of the Lord Jesus. He is the author 'f salvation to those who obey him. Now
our question is, "What must we do that we might obey the Lord Jesus and that he
might become the author of our salvation?" Vell, in the first place we must hear
the gospel. You remember when the angel appeared to Cornelius, as we read in Acts
10 and 11, the angel instructed him to send to Joppa where he would find Peter, who
"shall speak unto thee words, whereby thou shalt be saved." (Acts 11:13,14.) In
other words, Peter will preach the gospel to you, you will hear the gospel and lcar-

what you must do to bé saved. ~ Now this§ i§ why Christ commanded the-apostles—to-————-- -

preach the gospel to all the world, that men might hear the gospel, that they might
believe in the Lord and understand what Cod wants them to do to become a Christian.
And in hearing the gospel faith is produced in manfs heart. Paul tells us in Romans
170:17 that "Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God."™ And in Febrew:
1.1:6 he says, "Without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him." The
guestion might be raised, '"What must I believe to be saved?" The answer is, you
must believe the gospel; I must believe the gospel. And then the question is, ™Miust
I believe what you preach in order to be saved?" ¥ell, if I preach the gospel you
must believe what I preach to be saved. If I am not préaching the gospel you do
not have to believe what I preach to be saved. When any preacher tells you that
you do not have to believe what he preaches to be saved, he thereby admits that he
is not preaching - the gospel. But we must believe the gospel. And Paul tells us
there is one gospel and if a man perverts that gospel or preaches another gospel,
heaven's curses will rest upon him, man or angel. (Gal. 1:6-10.)

v In the next place, man must repent of his sins. Paul tells us in Acts
17:30, "God...commandeth men that they should all everywhere repent.™ But you ask,
Mhat is repentance? There is a little story that Jesus told in Matt. 21:28 that
pretty well defines repentance. He told us about a father who had two sons. He
said to the boys, "Go work today in the vineyard.'" One of the boys said, "I will
not; but afterwards he repented and went." Now what did that boy do? Well, he sim~
his respect and his love for his father he regretted that he had refused to obey
him. So he changed his mind and did go work in the vineyard. Now that is what it
means to repent. Repent toward God. Paul tells us iu II Cor. 7:10, "For godly sor-
row worketh repentance." That is, our love for God and our faith in him will lead
us to turn away from serving Satan, to turn away from the old life to serve the Tord
and to do that which is good and right in his sight. Reformation is not repentance,
but reformation is the fruit of repentance. When the boy repented and did go work
in the garden, you see the fruit of his repentance, John the Baptist called upn
the Pharisees and the Sadducees to '"bring forth therefore fruit worthy of repentance?
hen you see a man turning over a new leaf, turning away from his old life, amd be-
£inning to serve the Lord day by day, and living a good Christian life, you see the
fruit of his repentance.

Next, a man must confess his faith in the Lord Jesus. Jesus said in Matt.
10:32-33, "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess be-
fore my Father who is in heaven.!" ile went on to say that if we are ashamed to con-
<ess him before men that he will be ashamed to confess us before his Father who is
in heaven. Paul tells us in Romans 10:10, "With the heart man believeth unto righte-
ousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation."” Of course, we under-
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stand that man confesses the Iord as long as he lives. He confesses that he be- .
lieves that Jesus is the Christ.before he is baptized. And by the life that he
lives, by the service he renders to the Lord, he confesses him as his Iord and Mas-
ter as long as he lives. Then, he must be baptized into Christ. In Mark 16:15-16
Jesus said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall %e saved; but he that believoth
not shall be condemned.”" In Acts 2:38 at the conclusion of Peter's sermon on Pente-
cost he said, "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the lloly
Spirit." Peter also tells us in I Peter 3:21, when speaking about Noah being saved
in the ark, "Which also after a true likeness doth now save you, even baptism, not
the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the interrogation of a good con-
science toward God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ." Paul tells us in
21, 3:26-27, WFor ye aré all sons of God, through faith in Christ JeSus. For as
many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ.” This is the dividing
line, even as the waters of the flood separated Noah and his family from the old
world and the corruption that was in the world, so by faith we are baptized into
You remenber-Paul -said in IT Gor. S5:175
"If any man is in Christ, he is a new creature: the old things have passed away; be-
hold, they are become new." When therefore a man believes on the Lord, repents of
his sins, and is baptized into Christ the Lord forgives him of all his past sins.

But we are not in heaven yet. Although we have enjoyed the forgiveness of
our past sins, we still live on the earth and we are subject to temptation and we
can still sin and disobey God. Our faith can be shipwrecked or destroyed and we can
go back into the world and serve the devil; we can fall from grace and be lost. So
the question is, "yhat must we do that We may be eternally saved?” In the first
place, I would suggest that the Christian must endure whatever hardships and trials
come his way in order to live the Christian life, In Matt. 24:12, Jesus said, ""Be-~
cause iniquity shall be multiplied, the love of many shall wax cold. But he that
endureth to the end, the same shall be saved." Paul said, "Be ye steadfast, uwmov-
able, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for asmuch as ye know your labor is
not vain in the Lord." (I Cor. 15:58.) The early Christians endured a great deal.
Sometimes they were thrown to the lions; sometimes therr were burned at the stake,
and they were persecuted in many ways. Dut they sufi._ ed all of these trials and
hardships and even death rather than to deny thieir Lord and turn back to the world
and serve Satan. Our suffering today camnot be compa~ed to the suffering of the
people in the early days of the church. And yet sometimes how little we let hinder
us from serving our Lord. And how we complain because we have to suffer a few ’
things for our Lord. Some people think that the ILord places too great a sacrifice

Next, we must continue to believe on the Lord and be faithful in his ser-
vice. As we read a moment ago, "Already it is time for you to awake out of sleszp:
for now is salvation nearer to us than when we first believed." Jesus said in Dev.

+2:10, "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee the crown of life,f 1In

feb. 10:37-38 the apostle said, "For yet a little while, he that cometh shall come,
and shall not tarry. But my righteous one shall live by faith: and if ye shrink
back, my soul hath no pleasure in him."  The Lord intends that we continue faithful
in his service. Ag a servant may be unfaithful to his master, as a husband may be
unfaithful to his wife, so the Christian can be unfaithful to the Lord and turn back
To serve Satan and be lost. The Bible teaches that we must be faithful all along ..l
the way.

—————————
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Finally, when a man sins after he becomes a Ghristian. he mmust repent of
his sins and he must confess his sins unto God. John tells us in I Joha 1:6--10,
“ir we say we have fellowship with him and walk in darkmess, we lie, and do not the
truth: but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sins. If we say
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess
our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness., IF we say that we have not sinned, we make him a lisar,
ad his word is not in us." These words were addressed to people who were already
Christians. The apostle is teaching that when we stumble along the way, when
Satan leads us to sin, we should confess our sins unto the Lord and ask God to for-
give us as we repent of our sins. Then we have the assurance that the Lord will

forgive us of our sins.

Salvation

If we would finally enter into life eternal we must endure whatever -
trials and hardships come our way in serving the ILord. Ve nust serve him faithful-

1y every day unto the end; we must repent ¢F our §ins and acknowledge our sing to .

km when we fall by the wayside. If we do these ~hings, then when we die he will
take us to the eternal home of the soul and we will enjoy etermal life in the world
that shall never end. We can say with the apostlc Paul, "I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the course, I bavc kept the faith: henceforth there is laid
up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge shall
give to me at that day; and not to me only, but alsc ¢ all them that have loved
his appearing." Nowthat is what it means to be save.; that is what salvation
means to us. A resurrection from the grave, cleansiug us of our old sins, forgiv-
ing us as we stumble along the way, and finally life sternal in heaven.

YAYAYS AY]
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Sermon No. 275

~ WHY WE SHOULD GIVE

4 A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan on November 8, 1959 at the
E : 1illsboro Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee and heard over
radio station WLAC at 8:05 P. M.

Today I shall talk to you about the subject of giving, not begause I feel
that this churgh needs the lesson so much, but it is 2 Bible subject and I suppose
all of us feel the need to be reminded of our duty in this matter occasionally. We
fail to often because we are not taught as we ought to be concerning many things
the Lord has required of us. I think one reason that bretaren give more liberally
now than they did a few years ago is because brethren have been taught better con-
cerning the matter of giving.

It has been estimated that of the thirty-eight parables spoken by the
_Lord, sixteen of these relate to the subject of giving. And that very fact indica~ __ .. _

tes the importance and the emphasis the Lord places upon this subject. Our giving,

of course, should be done in a dignified way. We should not resort to clap-trap @ .

methods, bazaars, quilting parties, suppers, and such like to raise money for the

Lord's work. Neither the Lord nor his church are beggars. And we should give in a
dignified way and not as though we were beggars. When the church is taught proper-

ly, the brethren will give freely, liberally and consistently.

The New Testament does not require the Christian to tithe. In I Cor. -
16:2, Paul said, "Let each one of you lay by him in store, as he may prosper.® In
| f'\ IT Cor. 9:7, "Let each man do (give) according as he hath purposed in his heart.®
} ' In I1I Cor, 8:12, "For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to the
| man hath, and not according as he hath not." TIrom these scriptures we understand
that a man's gift to God today is not measured by giving a tenth as in the 01d Tes-
tament, but by his love for his Lord. ’ ' ‘ )

The Iord has given the church a work to perform. In Acts 20:35, Paul said
to the elders at Ephesus, "In all things I gave you an example, that so laboring ye
ought to help the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that he himself
said, It is more blessed to give than to receive." 1. I Cor. 9:14, "Even so did the
Lord ordain that they that preach the gospel should iive of the gospel." ¥We under-
stand from these scriptures that the Lord has placed upon the church the responsibi-

_1lity to remember the poor, to-help -the needly,- the widows and the-orphans, and to— —— i
support the gospel. Whatever is necessary to do the thing commanded of the Lord is
divinely authorized. And certainly money is quite often necessary to do the command
of the Lord. As we give more, we can do more in helping the needy and in preaching
the gospel. And there is so much that needs to be done all over the world., I sup-
gose hardly a week passes but calls come from neglected fields for help to send
preachers into these areas. But we cannot answer all of them, simply because we do
not have sufficient funds to do so. And it may be that we do not have sufficient
funds because we do not give as much as we can and ought to.

It will help us to remember that God is the greatest giver of all givers.
Paul said in ActS T7:25,7° e himself giveth to all life and breath and allL things.!
In(I Tim. MGod giveth thee richly all things to enjoy.! In
™ "ggggy_ggod gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father
: ot light." And then, of courve, all of us know( john 3;;6;’”Fur_ﬁgggso loved the
7orld, that he gave his only begotten Son , that whosoever believeth on him should
| not perish, but have eternal life." God does not ask us to give because hLe needs
| our gifts. In I Chron. 29:11, we read, "Ail that is in the heavens and in the earth
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is thine." And Paul iﬂcggéiy}7:24 said, "The God that made the world and all

things therein, he, being Iord 6f heaven and earth, dwelleth Hot in Temples made
#x  with hands; neither is he seérved by men's hands, as though he needed anything,

seeing he himself giveth to all life, and breath: and all things.! Someone has put

it in these words: I

"My Father is rich in houses and lands,

He holdeth the wealth of the world in His hands.
Of rubies and diamonds, of silver and gold,

His coffers are full; lie hath wealth untold."

Now the question is, '"hy does God want us to give?' In the first place
man becomes like the God he worships. He imitates his God’s character. Giving is
an act of worship, and when we make sacrifice for the Lord and for his work, we are
developing thatggld;l;gg trait of love and unselfishness. And so in raising money,
as someone has well said, the Lord is also raising men. With wealth comes the re-
sponsibility of using i€ right. It is as important that we spend our money in the
right way as it is that we make it in the right way. As it would be wrong for us
to gain wealth by frauding our fellowman, by cheating or by stealing, so it would__ . . _

~ be wrong for us to use what we make in the wrong way and for the wrong purposes. A
man'$ character may be marked by the way he spends his rioney.as well as by the way
he makes his money., Someone has well said, "What g young man makes in the day goeg
into his pockets; what he spends in the night goes into his character." God there-
fore, knows that giving cheerfully to the needy for trne advancement of his Caus.e up-
on the earth is building Christian character.

Unfortunately, some professed Christians spend freely for big dinners and
for shows and soft drinks and sometimes hard drinks, fine clothes and things of that
?’\ sort, but they give stingily to help the poor and to support the gospel. Someone
' has said that many feed their dogs from the scraps that are left over from dinner,

and likewise some men give to the Lord and the Iord’s work the same way. That is,
they give the few scraps that are left over after they have spent most on them-
selves.

—

Giwving is sacrificing, at least it ought to be. And we sacrifice for the
things and for the people that we love best. Mother often deprives herself of many
things, that daughter might have more. And father finds delight in his work be-
cause it makes it possible for him to send son to college. You know the Lord Jesus
said, ™vhere your treasure is there is your heart also." Someone has said, "Give
until it hurts,! but it would hurt some people to give a dime when they could give
abundantly. Religion that is not worth sacrificing for is worthless to us.. So_let._
US remember thit giving is sacrificing and when our Heart is il our gift-we will
give cheerfully and liberally. ' ;

In the next place, activity is essential to life. When an individual
ceases to give or to work he dies spiritually, just as does the strong arm of a man
wither and lose its strength when he does not use it. An active, live church sup-
ports an active program. It grows as it increases in good works, just as a man be-
comes strong physically when he works and exercises. Tor example, a locomotive is
of little value to a railroad if it cannot pull more than itself, and then sometimes
stop when you blow the whistle. What good would be a locomotive to a railroad if it
could pull only itself, and not a good string of cars also. And yet I have seen a
good many churches throughout the land that could hardly talke care of their local

A\ obligations. They are not interested in helping the poor; they are not interested

~ in preaching the gospel; about all they are interested in is pulling themselves. So
remember, activity is essential to life, and giving is essential to activity in the
-ird?s work.




~

Giving Page 3

Furthermore, giving is fellowship. Paul commended the church in Philippi
because it had fellowship with him time and again, When he left Philippi and went
down to Thessalonica they sent help to him. While he was a prisoner over in Rome
they sent Epaphroditis, a messenger of the church, with help for Paul. And so it
is today. When we give we have fellowship in the . Lord's work. For example, if
you have bought stock in a business concern, you immediately become interested in
the stock market. The possibility is that when the paper comes out in the morning
or evening, the first thing you do is to read the report on the stock market. Why
is that? Because you have invested, you have an interest there. You feel that you
are a partner in the business. You want to see if yon have made or lost money. And
the Lord said, "Where your treasure is there is your heart also.™

There is a story about a man who was seen one day to deliberately drop a
dollar in the crack of a boardwalk. 4nd someone asked, "Why did you do that?i
M7ell," he said, "I dropped a quarter through that crack accidentally. I did not
think it was worth the time to break up the sidewalk in order to get only a quarter.
9, I put the dollar under there also to make it worth while.” And it may be that

that is why -some people today are not much interested. in the church and d4n the . . .

Tordts work. They have not invested sufficiently. So giving is fellowship; it is
partnership, and the more we give the more we do, and the more interested we are in
the church and the Lord's work.

Then, of course, we know that Christians are stewarts in Godfs service.
In I Peter 4:10, Peter said, "According as each one has received the gift, minister-
ing it among yourselves as good stewarts of the manifold grace of God." A stewart
is one who manages the business of another. He works not only for himself, but he
works for the man who owns the business. You remember Jesus gave us a parable con-
cerning a man who was going away and he left one man with five talents, another man
with two talents and another man with one talent. The man who had five talents made
five more; the man who had two made two more; but the man who had received only one
digged a hole and hid it. He did not steal it; he did not misuse it; he did not
throw it away; he simply did not use it. He was a poor stewart. He gave it back
to the master and the master called him a wicked and lazy servant. So the Lord
wants us to feel and to know that we are stewarts in God?s hands. All that we have
belongs to God and he will some day ask us to give an account of how we have used
what belongs to God. Jesus also tells us about a man who planted a vineyard and
let it out. Vhen that time came to receive his share. he sent his servants but they
rejected them and beat them and sent them away. He ien sent his son and they also
shamefully treated him. Now what do you think of people who would treat another
man®s property like that? But I would not be surprised but many of us are guilty_ _
in that respect. The Lord has blessed us with what we have; he has blessed us so
wonderfully, and still we feel like, Tt is mine, Lord.!" But the Lord wants us to
understand that we are stewarts in his hands and that we are to use it for his
glory and for the good of mankind. And if we do not, he will not say when he comes
back, "Well done, good and faithful servant, you have been faithful in a few things,
now enter into the joys of thy Lord." The question is, will he be able to say that
about us? Will he be able to say, "I entrusted you with some of the material
wealth of the world and you used it well. Well done, good and faithful servant,
come on into heaven and I will entrust to you greater things." Well he will not be
able to say that unless we realize that we are God's servants and prove faithful to
him,"

Finally, we ought to consider the returns. You know, the ILord Jesus said,
"Give, and it sha € given unto you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together,

running over, shall he give unto your bosom.” Now it Is hard for us to believe
that, isn't it? "Give, and it shall be given unto you, good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, rumning over, shall they give unto your bosom." The Lord was
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giving us a picture of one man measuring out grain to another. He pours it into
the measuring container, then he presses it down and he pours in some more, then
he shakes it together and pours in some more and then he will run it over. Now
that is what the Lord says about those who give freely to him. But the question is,
do we believe it? Do we put that much trust in the Lord? There is no investment
that man can make in this world that is so sure and so secure as when we lay up
treasures in heaven. There is a little story about a beggar many years ago in the
eastern countries, who saw what he thought was the king approaching him, and he
was about to ask the king to give him a gift, but as the king approached him, he
asked the beggar first to give him a gift. And so the beggar reached into his lit-
tle bag and picked out the smallest grain that he could find and gave it to the ...
king. And the next morning he looked into his bag and found a tiny piece of gold,
.8 same size of .the grain that he had given the day before. And then, of course,
he wished that he had given the king all that he had. So let us remember, when we
give (1) we are building Christian character, (2) we are sacrificing for the Lord‘s
an
giving is fellowshlp, (5) that we are GodYS stewarts and all that we have be¢on&s ta

B ¢ v P _ B —— — — — — R,

The secret of real giving is found in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians
when he was encouraging them to give bountifully for the poor saints around = Jeru-
salem. He was making a collection to send to the poor saints around Jerusalem from
the churches in M cedonia and Achia and throughout Galatia and other places, and in
order to encourage the brethren in Corinth to give liberally he told them about the
brethren in Macedonia. He said they gave beyond what they were able to give. They
gave more than he really expected them to give. Why? Because, "'first they gave
their own selves to the Lord." Now I think that is the secret of all our service
and of all our giving to the Lord. I know preachers for a long time would not
~preach on this subject much, and when they did people did not like it. But today
I am glad brethren do not resent lessons on this subject. Most of us appreciate the
fact that we need to be reminded of our responsibilities. When a man really gives
his heart and his soul to the Lord and seeks first God's kingdom and makes that his
first interest in life, it becomes easy for him to give cheerfully and liberally
unto the Lord.

Wwithout activity, we die spiritmally, (4) tha
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~ | | PRAYER

A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan on December 13, 1959 at the
Hillsboro Church of Christ;.Nashville, Tennessee and heard over :
radio station WIAC at 8:0s P. M, o

Prayer is one of the greatest joys and privileges, as well as a duty, .
that belongs to a Christian. And yet how often we neglect to pray. We think of
the great Bible characters such as Abraham and Moses and David, Daniel, Elijah and.
7..emiah, Paul and Peter and even the Lord Jesus Christ, as being men of prayer.,
In fact it would be difficult to think of these men as being negligent in prayer.
Prayer, simply stated, is talking to God., In prayer we praise the Lord; we thank
him for the blessings that he has given us; we make petition to him for other bles: -
ings; we confess our sins and ask pardon of God, Prayer is truly the Christian cc_
punication line with heaven, It would be a fearful thing even to contemplate if we
- ,,_~_;hgg_no%communieation.withfﬁéaven}ﬁno—waylat-a%gsto contact Almighty God.- James ~— ~— ~~—-
tells us in the fourth chapter and the eighth verse, "Draw nigh to God, and he will
‘ﬁ’ 7%{ draw nigh to you." And what better way can one draw nigh to God then through pray:-
¢ er? In Luke 18 we.are told that the Lord spoke a parable to the end that "men ougit
always to pray and not to faint." All of us in a lifetime experience joys and sor-
rows, periods of prosperity and adversity, health and sickness and victories and
| defeats, and sometimes when the burdens of life press heavily upon us it seems tlat
we are unable to bear them. And many people find it so easy to complain and to find -
fault when as the Lord said, "We should pray and do not faint." For the Lord wants
us to talk to him. Just as the people came to him while he was on the earth and
/*? talked to him about their trials, their problems, and he was always willing to lis-—
ten, so the Lord wants us to talk to him today. We sing a beautiful song sometimes
that suggests, "Tell it to Jesus.," Some years ago I listened to a good lady as she
| unburdened all of her disappointments and heartaches in life to Brother Marshall
Keeble, and after he listened patiently for a while liz answered, "Sister, your .
| : trouble is you are trying to carry all of your burdeus vourself when the Lord said,
%
<
b

"Put them on me." And that is exactly what the person does who neglects to pray.
Paul tells us in Heb, 4:16, "Let us therefore draw near with boldness unto the

?
7 throne of grace, that we @§X~£§§EEZS$TE£EZ*§§§_T§X_find grace to help us in the time
of need,” He does not want us to wait witil we See a tornado approaching, or the

doctor says that we must go to the hospital tomorrow for an operation, or some fi-

nancial disaster comes along in our lives, before we begin to pray, But let us draw

. ~ar with boldness unto the throne of grace that we may find grace to help us in the .
‘f;ime'—of need; o T T B T T T T T T e s e e

Why should not a Christian take God into his life as his partner and his’
i helper? Why should not a Christian mother ask the Lord for help in rearing her chil-
i iren? Why should not a Christian father ask the Lord to help him in guiding his
: wousehold? Why should not Christian business men ask God to help them in their busi-
| z288? Paul tells us in Phil, 4:6, "In nothing be anxious; but in everything by
y ;rayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God,"
,4, “ow that sould include home 1.fe, social life, business and even recreation. TIm

¢verything by prayer and supnlication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God,™ ‘ :

LS\ We should pray often because God has promised to hear our prayers and to
; éﬁ%?q_ answer our prayers. In John 14:14 Yesus said, "If ye will ask anytbing in my nawe,”
| WA ZhasEIr " But I nave heard 1eople sav, "well, I have asked the Lord for cer—
‘ ﬂ% Tail things and thes Lord did rot answer my vrayen,.t AT T suppose that all of us

could say that to some degxree. But there is always a good renson why the Lord did
o .. Y . —— = T
not give us that for which we asked, The Lerd hes laid down certain conditions: of

prayer in the Bible and we must recognize these wien we pray.

—_—
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In the first place, in Mark 11:24 Jesus said, "All things whatsoever ye
pray and ask for, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them," James
tells us in James 1:6, "Let hi@fﬁ?ﬁ—fﬁﬂfaiﬁh, nothing doubting: for he that doubteth
is like the surge of the sea, driven by the wind and tossed." The prayer that is

Prayer

“offered without faith will not reach the throne of God. The Lord wants us to be-

lieve that God is, that God can hear our prayers and that he will hear our prayers

and that he ¢an and will answer our prayers./ﬂ;&g@ YIALS

In the next place, the Bible teaches that we must pray, "Thy:will be done
and not mine." In I John 5:14, John said, "And this is the boldness which ye bhave
toward him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he heareth us."™ You re-
member in the garden of Gethsemane Jesus prayed, "Father...take away this cup from
me: nevertheless, not what I will but what thou wilt." You know, God knows so much
more than we do; he is so much wiser than we are. In Isa., 55:8 he said, My ¢ ..
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith Jehovah, For
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher.than your :ways,and
ny thoughts than your thoughts." Many times a little child might ask mother to ,

"let him play with a razof or a Pair of scissors, but she will not let him have it.
Tt is not that She does not want €0 afiswer his prayer, not because she does not love
the little fellow, but because she knows so much more than he does, And when we
pray we should say, "Father, thy will be done, not mine,"

} Ll 2- :
/jzziiiii3::’5é>fh James 4:2 we read, "Ye have not, because ve ask not." And in Jjames
4:3, "Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss;.tilat ye may spend it in ypur
) ) y

A~

"

-

our pleasure.' The motive igs._ and if we ask God for certdin things with the
wrong motive, God has not promised to answer our prayers. A man might pray, ''Lord,
give me a million dollars," Do _you think the Lord is zoing to give him a million
dollars? That would be a selfish prayer, that he might spend it upon his own plea-
sSure.

The Bible also teaches that when we pray and ask God to forgive us of our
sins, we must also forgive those who sin against us, Jesus prayed and taught his
disciples to pray, "Father, forgive us our debts (or our sins) as we have forgiven
our debtors." TIn other words, when wé ask God to forgive us, we should pray, "Fathi-
er, forgive me of my sins just like I have forgiven those who have Sinned against ™
Egzﬁ That may be pretty hard to do sometimes, but the Lord has promised to forgive
us of our sins only if we are willing to forgive those who sin against us. But
none of us will €ver hHave to forgive our fellowman as much as God will have to for-
give us if we ever get to heaven.

At is interesting €o Kinow that God often—gives us -more-than-we—ask -of~him; ——— -
He may not always give us exactly that for which we ask, but in many cases he will
give us much more than we ask of him, In Eph. 3:20-21, Paul said, "Now unto him,

who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to
the power that worketh in us, unto him be the glory and the church and in all genera-
EESHE_?SFEFE?‘EEH‘EVET." "URto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we think or ask." In Acts 10 we read about a man named Cornelius. He pray-
ed to God every day, and one day God answered his prayer by serding an angel to Cor-
nelius and telling him where he could find the ampstle Peteér who would tell him what
to do to be 'saved, Now I do npt know what Cornelius was asking of the Lord in that
prayer, but he doubtless received a great deal more than he had asked of the Lord.
Over in Philippi we find Lydia and her household on the riverside in a little prayer
ypeeting. I do not know what Lydia was praying for, Lit I am quite sure that Lydia
got far more than that for which she asked from the Lord. For the Lord brought the
apostle Paul and his company across Asia Minor, on to !roas, and there he saw the
vision of a man in Macedonia beckoning, "Come over into Macedonia and help us." He
took a ship and sailed across the sea, landed at Neapolis and then went on to Philip-
pi and there he found Lydia and her household on the riverside praying. The Lord
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answered her prayer., And I am quite sure the Lord gave her far more than she ever
w2ke? of the Lord,

Sometime people say, "For what shall I pray?" Well, the Bible tells us
something along that Jine, In I Tim., 2:1 Paul said we should pray "for kings and
all that are in high places; that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all god-
ness and gravity.m™ ometimes peopletalk about the power of their votes and what
they are going to do when the next election comes up, and sometimes we do not blame
“hem, o _remember th of prayer. It is easy for us to criti-
cize those who rule over us, but it is far more profitable for us to pray for them,
I do not doubt that the greatest power for good in all of the land is in the pray=
ers of the saints., The Lord can overrule all things for the good:,.of his people,
Paul said, "We ought to pray for those who rule .over us that we might be able to
live tranquil and quiet lives,"

The Lord also wants us to pray for our enemies, Jesus said, "Love your

who is in heaven." Jesus prayed for those who crucified him, and Stephen prayed
for those who were stoning him to death.

We should alsoy: of course, pray for our brethren. Jesus prayed for Peter
on one occasion. In ITT John 2 we read, "Beloved, I »ray that in all things thou
mayest prosper and be in health, evem as thy soul pro.mers." Paul so often said,

"Brethren, pray for me." In II Thess. 3:1 he saidm "Fimall brethren, pray for us,
that the Lord of the Lord may run and be glorified, even as it is also with you,

And we should pray for those that are lost. I think that we are megligent
in this particular. I notice that our brethren pray for the rulers of the land;
for our preachers at home and abroad and they ask the Lord to continue to bless us,
ut we so often forget the people who are not Christians, Abrahan prayed for the

v icked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and Paul prayed for Israel. Jesus even prayed

for those who crucified him and asked God to forgive them, Of course, we cannot
ask God to save them in their disobedience to his gospel, The Lord's prayer was
answered on the day of Pentecost when the people had an opportunity to hear the
apostles announce the terms of salvation to all lost men everywhere.

There are many things we might way about prayer, but regardless of what
else we might way that would encourage us to pray, let us remember that the Lord
l:as never promised to accept prayer in lieu of obedience to the gospel, The idea
dhiat a man can become a Christian simply through prayer gave rise to the old mourner's

bench. I am quite sure they were sincere in this practice, but the Lord has mot

promiséd to make of us Christians simply through prayer. Cornelius was praying in
yonder Caesarea but the Lord sent an angel who told him where he could find a g0S-
pel preacher who would tell him what to do to become a Christian. When Lydia and
her household were praying on the riverside, the Lord sent Paul and Silas to preach
o them. -The Lord will help a man who is a sinner, seeking to know the truth, learn
che truthy. as he did for Cornelius and Lydia and her household. But the Lord com-
rands all men to obey the gospel, to be bornm again,

[YAYRYAY]
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enemies and pray for them that persecute_you;_that ye may be sons-of your Father— -— -—--
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Sermon No. 265

RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD

A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan on July 12, 1959 at the
Hillsboro Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee and heard
over radio station WL A C at 8:05 P. M,

I am reading from the second epistle of Paul to Timothy, the second chap=-
ter, beginning with the fourteenth verse, "Of these things put them in rememnrance,
charging them in the sight of the Lord, that they strive not about words, to no pov -
fit, to the subverting to them that hear. Give diligence to present thyself approv-
ed unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of
wyth,  But shun profane babblings: for they will proceed further in ungodliness,
~ud their word will eat as doth a gangrene: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; uen
«ho ccncerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already,
end overthrow the faith of some. Howbeit the firm foundation of God standeth, hav-
g this stal, The Lord khaoweth them that are his: and, Let everyone that nameth ~ = — ——
the name of the Lord depart from unrighteousness.”" (II Tim. 2:14-19,)

I am sure that all of us recognize that the Bible is the most remarkable
book in all the world., Without it we would lmow very little about God; we would
know nothing about his leve and his mercy and his goodness, Without the Bible we
would know nothing about the Lord Jesus Christ or the Holy Spirit or the angels in
heaven. The Bible teaches man that he is an eternal spirit. It reveals the way of
life in this world and man®s eternal destiny in the world to come. Nevertheless,

the Bible is often neglected; even by many who claim to love and to believe the
Bible.

Some say they cannot understand the Bible. Some tell us that they can
prove anything in the world they want to by the Bible., One day an old man was play-
ing his fiddle when an infidel passed by and said, "Sir, your Bible is somewhat like
your fiddle. You can take the fiddle and play any tune that you want to play with
it. And you can take the Bible and you can prove anything you want to by the Biblel
¥t the old man thought for a moment and he said, "Sir, it is not that way. When I
A1iL the bow across the Strings-it gives one tone. When I do it the second time,
the third time, the fourth time, every time it will give the same tome. But do you
imow what it is that makes those different tunes that I play? That is when I begin
to finger with the strings up here.”™ And so it is with God's word. It will .always

~ .~ teach all men the same thing all the time. -You cannot, -when-you-properly=divide =-—— -

God's word, teach any doctrine you want to teach., And all the theories and doc—
trines that are taught in the world have more or less come about as a result of men

. laying their unboly hands upon God's word, and they change it to play the different

tunes as the old man did when he put his fingers on the strings of the fiddle,

I read a moment ago from II Timothy 2:15. The King james version reads,
"Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that uneedeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth." Now if there is a right way to divide God®s
word, there is also a wrong way to divide Godfs word., The apostle Peter, in IT Pet-
v 3:16, spoke of the "ignorant and unsteadfast who wrest the scriptures to their own
destruction.” - The apostle Paul tells us in IT Corinthians 4:2, that he, with the
other apostles, did not handle the word of God deceitfully. We have long recognized

7 .that one of the richest sources for religious error today is the misunderstanding of

o

{!3d%s word, a misconception  of the scriptures, or failwre to rightly divide the
wrd of God, Some people think that it is all right tc =each many doctrines, that
¥od did not intend for us to understand the Bible alife anyway. But to say that we
camnot understand the Bible and to say that we cannot understand it alike, reflects
upon the wisdom, the power and the mercy of God. Eithker God could reveal his will
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to us in the Bible, so that man could understand it and understand it alilke, or he
could not, If we say he' could not, we reflect upon his power. If we say that God
did not, though he could, we reflect upon his goodness and his mercy, for he teach-
€S us to understand his word and to be of one mind ard one accord. So we can only

derstand it, and that we can understand it alike,

Waen we read the Bible there are certain questions that we should always

raise if we want to understand it properly, In the first place, let us ask, ¥ho is .

doing the speaking? 1s it Moses? As it Abraham? Is it one of the praphets of +he
0l1d Testament? Is it the Lord Jesus Christ? Is it one of the apostles? HWho is

w18 the-talking in this that T am now reading? And then the sgeond question

" before the days of the flood? —Did-he live~during~the4Mosaioalrdispens&tion?»Jhg

should be, To whom is he Speaking? Is 1t the Lord talking to people who lived he-

fore the days of the flood? Ts the Lord talking to Israel as a nation? Is it the
Lord talking to people who-are not Christians or eople igtd
then the third question is, In what age or dispensation did he live? Did he live

did he live in the Christian age? Part of the Bible is addressed to the patriarchs
who lived long before God ‘gave the law of Moses to Israel; part of it is addressed
to Israel and part is addressed to the sinner, teaching him the importance of be-
coming a Christian and teaching him how to become a Christian, _P he Bi

is addressed to_the Christian, instructing him in the way of righteousness; and then
part of the Bible is addressed to the erring Christian that he might know how he
might be restored to the fellowship of God?s. people and to the grace of God. For
example, God told Noah to build an ark, but God does not expect us to build an ark.
God told Abraham to take his son out upon Mount Moriah and offer him in sacrifice,
but God does not expect us to do that, Israel, during the Mosaical dispensation,
kept- the tabernacle services, the covenant of circumcision, the feast of the pass-~
over, etc., but God does not expect us to do these things, So, it is necessary
that we know who is doing the talking, to whom he is speaking, and in what dispensa-
tion or age did he live,

We recognize that the Bible is divided into two grand divisions: the_01d
Lestament and the New Testament, And then in these two Testaments there are three
great dispensations or religious ages- First, the Parriarchal dispensation began
with Adam and continued over a period of 2500 years down to Mount Sinai when God
gave the law of Israel through Moses, Second, the Mosaical dispensation, or the
Jewisl age, began at Mount Sinai and continued over a period of 1500 years until

. Jesus died on the cross and nailed it to the cross. The Christian dispensation be-
gun with the Lord Jesus and will continue until time sHall be no more. T T

In the Patriarchal age the altar was the center of wg

of the tribes of the families_served at the altar. And that is why it is called the
Patriarchal dispensation. You know the word patriarch means father, and it was the
age when the fathers served their families in making their offering from time to
time and from place to place. You read quite often of Abrahan stopping here and
yonder to build an altar unto the Lord. Someone has well said that you could trace
the journeys of Abraham by the smoke that curled up from his altars. So we call
that ghe Patriarchal dispensation, The Mosais dispensation began at Mount Sinai
when God gave the law to Israel and Israel was governed by the law of Moses, for
this Jav was given to Israel and to Israel only. In Deuternomy 5:2 Moses said to
Israel, "Hear, 0 Israel.,.Jehovah our God made a covenant with us in Horeb, Jsho-
vah made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of
us here alive this day," They were the people that Moses was leading through the
wilderness. He did not give it to their fathers, such as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
but he gave it "to us, even all of us, who are alive this day." They were the peo-
ple to whom Moses was then speaking.

rship, and the fathers
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When we come to the Christian dis ensation, the Christian is governed by
the law of Christ, which is the gospel of Christ. Joha tells us in IT John 9,'Who-

soever goeth onward and abideth not in the teachingsof Christ, hath not God." Not
the teaching of Moses or the prophets or the 01d Testament, but "Whosoever gocth on-
vatd and abideth not in the teachings of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in
the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son.™ 1In Colossians 2:14, Paul
said, "Having blotted out the bond written in ordinances that was against us...He
liath taken it out of the way, nailing it to-the cross.™ And when in writing to the
Ephesians on this subject in Ephesians 2:14, he said, "For he is our peace, who nade
both one, and brake down the middle wall of partition, having abolished in his flesh
the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; that he might cro-
ate in himself of the two one new man (that is the church) so, malking peace; and
might reconcile them both (Jew and Gentile) in one body unto God through the cross,
having slain the enmity thereby; and he came and preached peale to you that were
afar off, and peace to them that were nigh: for through him we both have our access
in one Spirit unto the Father. So then ye are no more strangers and sojounrners,

but ye are fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God, being built

- upon the foundation*of-the~aposties~and’prophets;~6hrist'JesuS“himself'being the— -

chief cornerstone,™ (Eph, 2:14-20.)

In the Galatian letter, chapter three, beginning in verse sixteen, Paul in

talking about this matter of the ending of the law of Moses and the beginning of the
gospel of Christ, said, "Now to Abraham were the promises spoken, and to his seed.
He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is
Christ. Now this I say: A covenant beforehand by God, the law, which came four
hundred and thirty years after, doth not disannul, so as to make the promise of none
effect, For if the inheritance is of the law, it is no more of promise: but God
hath granted it to Abraham by promise. Vhat then is the law? It was added because
of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise hath been made; and
it was ordained through angels by the hand of a mediator., Now a mediator is. not a
mediator of one; but God is one. Is the law then against the promises of God? God
forbid: for if there had been a law given which could make alive, verily righteous-
ness would have been of the law, But the scriptures shut up all things under sin,
that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be to them that.believe. .But before
foith came (that is the gospel) we were kept in ward under the law, shut up unto the
faith which should afterwards be revealed. So that the law has become our tutor to
bring us unto Christ, that we might he justified by faith. But now that faith is
come, we are no longer under a tutor. For we are all sons of God, through faith,

in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ,
There can be neither Jew nor Greek, there can be neither bond or free, there can be
‘0o male and female; for yé are all ore hian in Christ Jesus. And if ye are Christ®s, -
then are ye Abraham®s seed, heirs according to the promise.!" Now let us sum up
that which we have read. Paul reminds us that God made a promise to Abraham., Ve
find that promise recorded in the twelfth chapter of Genesis and the first few
verses, UWhen God first called Abraham out of his father's country and he said, "I

- will make of thee a great nation...I will bless them that bless thee; and him that

curseth thee will I curse: and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be-
blessed.”" Now that is the promise that Paul was talking about. And when he said,
"In thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed,™ ke was talking about the
Lord Jesus Christ who was indeed a descendent of Abraham, Then he added, four hun-
dred and thirty years after God made that promise to.Abraham, that through his seéd
all the nations would be blessed, the law of Moses was given at Mount Sinai., He
raised the question,dﬁDid the Lord disannulm§g§§mpgomisemsomagmyg_mgke it of none

effect?" He answered, '"No, but the law was added because of transgression, till the
seed should come, which seed was Christ.® Now we are sons of God, not by virtue of
the fact that we are children of Abraham, but we are sons of God by faith, in Christ
Jesus. "For as many of us as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ. And if
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/// you are Christ®s, you are Abraham’s seed, heirs according to the promise. Now in
Christ Jesus whether Jew or Gentile, bond or free, male or female, we are one man in
Christ Jesus, and of Christ?s, then Abraham's seed, heirs according to the promise.

Paul tells us in the Hebrew letter as he quoted from Jeremiah 31:31 that
God would make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. For
had the first covenant been faultless then would no place have been sought for the -
second., For finding fault with them he said,™Behold, the days come, saith the Lord,
that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Ju-
dah, not according with the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that
I took them by the hand to lead them forth out of the land of Egypt; for they con-
tinued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.  For this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord;
I will put my laws into their minds, and into their hearts also will T write them:
and I will be to them a God and they shall be to me a people: and they shall not
teach every man his fellow-citizen, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord,
1 - - for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest of them, For I will.be merci-
ful to their iniquities, and their sins will I remember no more.” And then Paul
says, summing up what Jeremiah prophecied, "In that he saifh, A new covenant, he
hath made the first old, but that which is becoming old and waxeth age is nigh unto
vanishing away."

BUNRDS -~ ity ",'.ZZA.K:];‘&'_‘I

Now from these scriptures we understand Christians do not serve God accord-
ing to God?'s law during the Patriarchal dispensation and we do not serve God ac-
cording to God's law with Israel, the law that he gave at Mt. Sinai through Moses.
But today we serve God according to the law of Christ. Paul called it the law of

™ Christ when he said, "Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of

. Christ," (Gal, 6:2.) In Romans 1:16, he said, "I am not ashamed of the gospel: far
it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth."” And then he goes
on to say that in the gospel is revealed the righteousness of God. Not an attribute
of God's character, but in the gospel is revealed God's way of making a man right-
eous, And that is the only place where it is revealed.

That is as far as we can go with the lesson today. Next Sunday, the Lord
willing; we will talk about the New Testament, and show how we should properly di-
vide it, if we would understand God?s will. Someone has referred to the Patriarch-
‘al age when man did not have as much light as he had later on, as the
Age of the world. And when he gave the law of Moses and gave man a little more
light, we have thg Moonlight Age of the gospel. But it is our bhlessed privilege

- —— ~tolive in the Sunlight Age of the gospel: . For we know nore . about God, the Lord

Jesus Christ, and we know about salvation, about heaven and hell. In the gospel
God teaches us what to do to become Ghristians, As Jesus sent his apostles into the
world he said, "Go,..preach the gospel to the whole creation,. He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemmed. You
will. nct fiml the answer in the law of Moses; you will not find it in the Patriarch-
‘al dispensation; you will find it in the law of Christ.
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~ RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD -1

A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan on July 19, 1959 at the
Hillsboro Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee and heard over
radio station WLAC at 8:05 P. M.

On last Sunday we talked to you on the subject "Rightly Dividing the Word
of God." In II Timothy 2:15, the apostle Paul said, "Study to show thyself approv-
ed unto God, g workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word o
truth." We pointed out in this lesson that there are two grand divisions in the
Bible-~the 01d Testament and the New Testament; that in these Testaments there are
revealed three great religions: the Patriarchal, then the Mosaical and the Chris-
tian. The Patriarchal dispensation began with Adam and continued until Mount Sinai,
over a period of about 2500 years. The Mosaical began with Mount Sinai and contin-
7 Tued umtil Jesus die€d om thHE Cross; over d period of about 1500 years. ~And; of ~ T
course, the Christian dispensation began with the Lord Jesus and shall continue un-
til the judgment day.

We pointed out also that when we read the Bible we should ask, (1) Who is
doing the talking? (2) To whom is he speaking? and (3) In what age or dispensation
did he live? We recognize that all of the Bible should be accepted because the
Bible is God's book. But not all of the Bible is applicable to us today. The Lord
does not expect us to keep the cowenant of circumcision, the passover feast and
other feasts, and the sabbath day that he gave to the Jews under the law of Moses,
~ and many other such like things. We do not mean that the 01d Testament should be
: discarded because the 01d Testament still serves many good purposes. But we do
mean that we cannot find the answer for man today to the question, "What must I do
to be saved? in the 01d Testament. Paul tells us in Hebrews 1:1 that "God having
of old times spoken unto the fathers and the prophets by divers portions and in di-
vers manners, hath at the end of these days spoken unto us through his Son.M Though
the Lord spoke to the people through dreams and through prophets and "in divers man-
ners in ancient times, today he speaks to us through his Son. You remember on the
Mount of Transfiguration when there appeared Moses,and Elijah, Peter said, "Lord,
it is good for us to be here...I will make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one
for Moses, and one for Elijah." But then it was that the voice from the cloud that
overshadowed them spoke and said, "This is my beloved Son,...hear ye him." The
~Lord-in -so-many words-said, -"There was.a -time when I-wanted you to listen to-Moses,——-. ____
the great law~-giver. There was a time when I wanted you to listen to my prophet:
Elijah; but now I want you to listen to my Som."

The 01ld Testament does serve many good purposes. It reveals to us the ori-
gin of man. and the substance “0f the shadows and types ¢f the 014 Testament are re-
vealed in the New Testament. The prophecies of the 01d Testament scriptures find
their fulfillment in the New Testament and the 01d Testament reveals God'g dealings
with man in ages past. And there are many other good purposes that the 0ld Testament
scriptures serve. Paul said, "They were written for our admonition, upon whom the
ends of the world are come." (I Cor. 10:11.) But it is necessary for us to come to
the New Testament to learn what God wants us to do today. So I want to give most of
our attention to the study of the New Testament today.

N The first four books of the Ney Testament are Mptthew, Mark, Luke and John.
These are books of testimony. They tell us about the birth, the life, the teachings,
the works and the death and resurrection of our Lord. 4nd as we read them they pro-
duce faith in our hearts that Jesus is the Christ. A statement from John found in
John 20:30-31 pretty well sums up the purpose, primarily, of these four books. As
John was about to conclude his record of the gospel he said, "Many other signs there-




— - — night-that-he-was-betrayed;—as—recorded- in—John-17:20-said,-"Neither for -these only
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fore did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this boo.:
but these are written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and believing ye may have life in his name.” So John tells us he wrote that bogk

to produce faith in the hearts of people in ages td come, that Jesus is the Christ
the Son of God. Had we been present while the Iord Jesus lived upon the earth, had
we heard him preach such sermons as the sermon on the mount, had we seen him feed
the five thousand with a few loaves and fishes, and call Lazarus from the grave
after he had been dead four days, or stilled the waves and winds out on the sea of
Galilée, no doubt we would have believed as many did believe. But we believe,
nevertheless, that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the living God. Why do we be-
lieve? Because we have the records of these men who did see him and who did hear
him. John is saying, "I am not telling you everything that Jesus did and everything
that Jesus said, but if you will read and believe what I am saying, you will believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God." Now that is in harmony with
Paul’s statement in Romans 10:17, when he said, "So belief cometh of hearing, and
hearing by the word of Christ.! You remember also that Jesus, in his prayer on the

e

do I pray (that is his immediate disciples) but for tiiem also that believe on me
through their word." That would include us also, because we believe on Jesus today
through the words of the apostles. Wherever the gospcl has not been preached men de
not believe in the Lord Jesus. All that we believe about the Lord Jesus is revealed
in the Bible. 4nd so, primarily the purpose of these four books, Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John, is to produce faith in our hearts that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of the living God. There is not a man on the face of the earth that knows or be-
lieves ore thing about the Lord Jesus except the Bible reveals it to him.

The next book is Acts. This book is sometimes called the book of conver-—
sions. It is also an inspired history of the early church. Here we learn what the
apostles told people to do to become Christians. Three times in this book we find
the question, "What must I do to be saved?? Three times the answer is given, and
it is not strange that we find the answer is always the same. The apostles told
people to believe on the Lord Jesus, to repent of their sins and to be baptized unto
the remission of their sins.

On the day of Pentecost, at the conclusion of Peter's sermon, having been
convinced that the man they had crucified fifty days before was indeed the Son of
God, they cried out, "Brethren,iwhat must we do?" And Peter, guided by the Holy
Spirit answered, "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus

——-—Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy

Spirit." (Acts 2:38.) When the apostle Paul, who was at that time called Saul, was :
on his way to Damascus to persegute any who had accepted Christianity among the Jews,
saw the Lord Jesus on the way, convinced that Jesus of Nazareth who he had previously
persecuted, was indeed the Son of God, he raised the question, '"What shall I do,
Lord?" Jesus told him to go down to the city "and there it shall be told thee of all

things which are appginted for thee to do." He goes down to Damascus and after

~ three days, Ananias, a disciple of the Lord comes to Paul, as the Lord had directed

him, and seeing that Paul was now a believer in the Lord and that he was a pentitent
believer, for he had had three days to think over his past life and his mistakes in
persecuting the church and the Lord, and finding him praying, said: "Now why tarriest
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on his name." (Acts 22:
6-16.) So Paul was told to do the same thing that the people were told to do by
Peter on Pentecost-~to believe in his heart, to repent of his sins, and to be bap-
tized and wash away his sins.

The third time is found in Acts 16:30. Paul and Silas were in Philippi in
prison.They had been beaten with rods and unjustly treated the afternoon before.
"ButPaul and Silas were not discouraged, for at midnight they were singing praises
-iand praying to God., And the Lord answered that prayer with an earthquake that




l .
P

-

a

- others—didi+ - He—believed-in—his -heart; he repented of-his sins; and he was baptized

Rightly Dividing the Word - IT ) Page 3
shook the foundations of the prison-house and the bands fell off the prisuners ana
the doors came epen. The jailor, believing that the prisoners had escaped, drew a
sword and was about to kill himself, when Paul said, "Do thyself no harm: for we
are all here." It was a Roman law that should the jailor allow the prisoner to es-—
cape he must forfiet his own life. So the jailor, believing that his prisoners
were gone, was dout to take his own life. But Paul said, "No_need to do that, no. -
body is gone; we are all here.® Then the jailor came in where Paul and Silas were,
took them out and asked the question, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?¥ They an-
swered, ""Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, thou and all thy =~ -
house.” And then they spoke the word of the Lord unto him, with all that weré in
his house that they might believe. Faith comes by hearing God*s word. He taught
them what to do to become Christians, and then the jailor in an effort to make
amends for the treatment the apostles had received the evening before, washed
their stripes, and they went the same hour of the night and were baptized, he and
all his household. Then they came back into his house and he set food before them
and they all rejoiced, '"having believed in God." So, this jailor did what the

into Christ. ~So, this book primarily serves the purnose to tell a man what to do
to become a Christian.

Following the book of Acts we have twenty-ore epistles. They are: Romans,
I and IT Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, I and II Thes-
salonians, I and II Timothy, Titus, Philemsn, Hebrews, James, I and IT Peter, I and
IT and III John, and then Jude. Now all of these epistles, or all of these books,
are addressed to Christians. Some of them are addressed to individial Christians
like Paults letter to Philemon and some are addressed to churches. The purpose of
these books is pretty well summed up on Paul?s statement to Timothy in his first
epistle, third chapter, fourteenth verse. Here he said, "These things write I unto
thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly; but if I tarry long, that thou mayest know
how men ought to behave themselves in the house of God, which is the church of the
living God, the pillar and the ground of the truth.” Paul wrote that letter to
Timothy to teach him, that he might teach men how they ought to behave in the - . .-
church. Hot the church building, of course, but how men ought to serve God as
Christians. So we can say that these twenty-one letters, beginning with Romans
through Jude, serve that purpose primarily. The Christian today can find an answer
to his problems somewhere in these twenty-one books. So, if youare a Christian,
and you want to kmow how to live the Christian life, study these epistles that the
apostles wrote, or inspired men gave to the early Christians in the long ago.

Finally, we come to the last book in the New Testamente-Revelation. In the
first part of this book we have seven letters that the Lord Jesus addressed to seven
churches throughout Asia. MNot seven denominations, but seven churches in different
localities throughout the country. We can learn wonderful lessons from the Lord as
we read these letters to the seven churches in Asia. Suppose the Lord would send a
letter to us, and we knew a week ago that the letter was going to be read today.

How would you feel about it? All of us would want to Lear earnestly and diligently
all that the Lord had to say. Well, the Lord wrote these letters and we should be
Just as much interested in them as we would should the Tord write such letters to us
from heaven.

Besides these letters in Rgvelation, we read of the final triumph of truth
and righteousness, and here we find a picture of the destiny of the human race. We
have no disposition of heart to speculate upon many of the things found in Revela-
tion, but we can profit by everything that is written in the book. On one hand God
has given us a beautiful picture of heaven and it should be an incentive to all of
us to fight the good fight of faith, to lay hold on eternal life. On the other hand,
the Lord has given us a horrible picture of the destiny of the devil and his angels
and those who serve him in this life. It shouwld also be a warning to us and should

-
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make us strive harder to overcome Satan's temptations and to serve the Lord faith-
fully in this life. It is such a horrible picture until people sometines say,

% [ can hardly believe that there is such a place as hell as described in the Bible,

particularly in the book of Revelation. Would God send one of his own creatures
to a place like that?®

Strictly speaking, God is not responsible for a man going to hell, but
man goes to hell of his own accord. He goes to hell after God does all that ke can
to save him. DBut the man who serves the devil and loves the ways of the world and
loves unrighteousness, spurns the love of God, the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus,
the pleadings of the Holy Spirit through the gospel, turns his back upon it all and
deliberately goes in the wrong way. Therefore, he alone is responsible for bLieing
lost. He makes his own decision.

Summing up we can say, the first four books of the New Testament: Matthew,
Mark, Iuke and John, produce faith in our hearts that Jesus_is _the Christ. .But__
if you are a believer and you want to know what to do to become a Christian, then
read diligently the book of Acts and you will find the answer there. If you are a
Christian, youhave obeyed the gospel and you wgit to lnow what God wants you to do
to serve him faithfully, then read the twenty-one epistles and serve God by his

word, and the beautiful home pictured in Revelation 7ill be yours to enjoy in the
sweet bye and bye.

D)

D)
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SAVED BY ORAC:

A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan on July 10, 1960 at the
[Hillsboro Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee and heard
over radio station WIAC at 8:05 P. M.

I want to talk to you today about a matter that should be foremost in the
thoughts and hearts of all of us. There are great problems that face us in this
life, but when we come to face death and to think about eternity, all the problems
of this life fade into nothing. I think your presence today indicates that you are
interested in the salvation of your souls, and that is really the only thing that
matters in this life. In Ephesians 2:8 Paul said, ''For by grace have ye been saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works,
“that no man should glory." It is unfortunate that there is so much confusion in
the world concerning man's calvation, It is unfortunate that there is so_much con- . _ = __

T fusion on this subject, Saved by Grace. It is a subject that should thrill the

le art of every soul on the face of the earth. "For by grace have ye been saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works,
that no man should glory."

Some people tell us that to be saved by grace means that we haye practi-
cally pngthing to do, but that salyation is almost wholly the work of God. Others
tell us that to be saved by grace through faith includes obedience to_the gospel of
Christ. There are three things mentioned in this passage: bsalvat;og,f%race and

);\falth. While the word salvation is not found in this rassage, it i1s nevertheless

mentioned here. The little word "it" has reference ts <alvation. ’For by grace
have ye been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God..." Salvation is the gift of_God. Paul tells us in Romans 6: 23, "The wages of

sin is death; but THE™ T Titt T God is etermal life in Christ Jesus our Lord."
Salvation is the free gift of God. But we might ask, "In what sense is salvation
free?" Well, it is free in the sense that God has provided or has procured salva-
tion for all men. Salvation is provided for us by the Lord, not because of any
Worhs of righteousness on the part of man, but salvation is free. God's grace has
provided it for us. In Titus 2:11 __Paul said, "For the_grace of God hath appeared
bringing salvation to &1l men."’gfhe word grace means unmerited favs When some-—
one does something for you, just because he loves you, not Because~he is trying to
return a favor or pay an obligation, we call that a matter of grace. I think we
could say all the blessings that we receive from God, both temporal:and-spirituals
conre~through the grace of God. The air we breathe, the water we drink, the food we
eat, the sunshine we enjoy, are all provided by the grace of God. Yet at the same
flme we must appropriate these ble331ngs for our own good. W must breathe the air;
we must eat the food; we must enjoy the sunshine; we must drlnk the water. And that
is true in the matter of being saved by grace. God's grace provides salvation, but

. man must appropriate the salvation that God has provided for him. The question,

then, might be raised, 'What did God do, what great favor did God do for man that
made it possible for him.to be saved?" And the answer in found in John 3:16. For
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
on him should not perish, but have eternal 1life.™ This was the great favor or grace
of God that procured salvation for all men. God did not give his Son to die that
we might live because of any works of righteousness on the parts of man; God did not
give his Son in sacrifice for our sins because he felt obligated to do it because of
anything that man had done; but because he loved us. He loved us so much that he

gave his Son to die that we might live. ﬁ%ﬂ;ﬁﬁiﬁ;ﬂ&&mth&,grace that provided sal-

vation for all men. In Romans 5:8 Paul tells us tha+t "0d commendeth his own love
toward us, in that; while we were yet sinners, Christ led for us." TIn Titus 3:4
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- “he said, '"When the kindness of God our Savior, and his love toward man, appeared,
not by works done in righteousness, which we did oursel ves, but according to his

v

R mercy he saved us." When was that? Well that was when Jesus died for us on the
= cross. That is when God gave his Son to make the sacrifice as an atonement for
-’ our sins, and made it possible for all of us to be saved. Not because of works of
righteousness done by man, but through his great mercy and his love for us, God

g provided the means whereby we might be saved.

Now someone might way, "That means that all men will be saved. Since
God's grace has provided salvation for all men, then all men will be saved." No,
the Bible does not reach that all men will be saved. Rather, the Bible teaches to
* the contrary. The Lord Jesus spoke of two ways--one going to heaven and the other,
the broad way, going down to destruction. And he tells us that most of the people
are going in the wrong direction. So all men will not be saved. Why? Not because
God®s grace did not provide salvation for all men, but because all men will not
accept the salvation that God has procured for us. You might be walking down the
street on a cold winter day, and.find a_poor fellow thinly clad, and -you-know. he
is not able to provide means to keep himself warm or to find shelter. And out of
the goodness of your heart you take off your overcoat and givw it to the poor fel-
low. Perhaps you do not know him, but he is a fellowman and you do not want to
see him freeze to death. He takes the coat and thanks you kindly and you rush on
down the street. And in about half an hour you come back and there is the poor
fellow still there, still shaking like a leaf in the cold weather, holding the over-
coat'in his arm, almost frozen to death. Yow provided the means for him to keep
warm, but he did not use it.

Now that is true with reference to salvatioi. Almighty God has provided
salvation for all of us; he has made it possible for cvery soul on the face of the
earth to go to heaven, but all of them are not going to go to heaven for the sinmple
reason that all men will not accept the salvation that Godfs grace has provided.
> You know the Lord Jesus said in John 5:40, "Ye will not come to me that ye might

have life." "I will give you life, but you will not come to me that ye might have
life,™ You remember also, Jesus said in M tthew 23:37; "0, Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
that kil¥est the prophets, and stoneth thefi that are sent unto her! How often
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her ehickens
under her wings, and ye would noti" He said, "I wanted to help you, but you would
not let me. You would not accept the help that I offered you." Well, that is true
with reference to salvation. You remember in Revelation we read of the Lord stand-
ing at the door knocking, and he said, "I stand at the door and knock, if any man
hear my voice_§3d_gggg_tyg;door,;l_y;ll;gnmeﬁinﬁio,himJU_-But»the—Lord is-not goding T
"7 Tto break down the door and come into your heart and your life against your will.
But he is ready to come and to bring salvation, to save Your soul, if you will but
open the door and let him in. If you would but accept the salvation that he hag
made possible for you and for every man.

Now, the next question that comes in our mind is, "How may a man appropri-
ate this salvation that Codf's grace has provided for all of us?V The answer is also
found in our text. !"For by grace have ye been saved, through faith..," _Godfs grace

e%;; Provides salvation; man's faith 20Gepts.salyatign. GCrace is God's part; faith is
manfs.part. And man must exercise the faith in order to accept or appropriate sal-
vation for his own soul’s need: ‘

) : SS— .

?ﬁ? Now another question might rightly be asked here. !What kind of faith is

~ the Bible talking about?" You notice, I did not¢§ay'wba§,faith, but what kind of
faith. There is but one faith as far as' the Christian's faith is concerned. In
Ephesians 4:4 the apostle said, "There is one body, ar.l one Spirit, even as also ye
were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God
and Father of all, whi is over all, and through all, aund in ali." There is one
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~# faith as far as the Christian 1is concerned. In Titus 1:4 Paul speaks of Titus as

* his true son after the common faith, a faith that was common among all God's people.

PP

- You remember also, Jude in the third verse of his book exhorts us to contend ear—
nestly for the faith, once for all delivered unto the saints. In Gal. 1:23 Paul
talking about the brethren in Judea, said they did no+ know him by face, but they
rejoice that he who once persecuted them now preaches the faith. Well, what faith
is that? That is the faith of the gospel. Fgith comes by hearing God's word.

the apostles preached the gospel it will produce one faith in our hearts. It will
produce the same faith in our hearts that it produced in the hearts of people upon
*’ ¢ =sarth when the apostles preached the gospel to them. So we are not asking
what faith. Paul exhorted the Phillippians to strive for "the faith of the gospel, i
But we are asking, "What kind of faith?" Because the Bible talks about different
degrees of faith. The Lord one time rebuked his disciples and said, "0 ye of little
faith.™ On another occasion he highly complimented a man and said he had not found
S0 great-faith in Israel. In the Roman letter Paul talks of some of the brethren
that_had weak faith. And‘thenswe-can~readaabout*dead'faith"gnd'Tiviﬁé’éﬁd“EE%iVE_’”“
and obedient faith. James said, "You see that by works a man is Justified, and
not only by faith.™ (James 2:24) 1In the last verse of that chapter he said, "As
the body apart from the Spirit is dead, even so faith apart from works is dead.™
In Gal. 5:6 Paul said, "In Christ Jesus neither ¢ircumcision saaileth anything, nor
uncircumcion; but faith working through love." So the kind of faith that God re-
spects in the heart of a man is a living, active; working faith, faith that leads
a man not only to believe that God is, but to believe what he teaches and to obey
his commands. If your faith is not Strong enough to lead you to do what God com~
mands you to do, it is not strong enough for you to be saved by faith. That is the
#~  kind of faith that a man must exercise in order to appropriate the salvation that

Now that is why we read such passages as Mgtthew 7:21 where Jesus said,
Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall e ter the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heavon,m  Ang in Romans 6:17 Paul
reminded the Romans how they became Christians when he isaid, "Thanks be to God, that,
whereas ye were servants of sin, ye became obedient from the heart to that form of
doctrine whereunto we were delivered; and being made free from sin, ye became ser-
vants of righteousness.” Peter said, "Seeing ye have purified your souls in your
obedience to the truth." TIn Hebrews 5:8-9 Paul talking about the Iord Jesus said,
"Through he was a Son, yet learned obedience by the things which he suffered; and
aving been made perfect, he became unto all them that obey him the author of
eternal sglvapigg,QMQSouxhﬂ~kind,of.fai@hm%hat-God*respéﬁfs;“fHe'kinﬁﬁdf»féf%h that
@ Wan must exerciee in order to accept the salvation that God's crace provided for
us, is a living, active and obedient faith. A faith that does not lead a man © obey
the gospel is not saving faith. To refuse to obey the gospel is to reject the grace
of God and the salvation that God's grace has provided. That is why the Bible
teaches that we must believe on the Iord, we must repent of our sins, we must be
“aptized into Christ, we must live the Christian life as long as we live upon the
carth. VWe do these things because of our faith in God and faith in his word, and in
doing we accept salvation that God's grace has provided for us., Wpor by grace have
ye been saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not
of works, that no man should glory.!

; If you are not a Christian will you not think seriously about your salva-
ﬁfﬁ tion. If you are lost, you cannot say that it is God's fault; if you are lost you
~ cannot say that his grace was not sufficient; if you are lost you cannot say that
Jesus did not make sufficient sacrifice to provide salvation. You can only say, like
the people who rejected the Iord and would not come to him that they might be saved,
"I am responsible. T refused salvation that God's grace procured for me,"
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A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan on December 6, 1959 at the
Hillsboro Church of Christ, Nashville, Tenucssee and heard over
radio station WLAC at &:05 P. M,

Today I shall talk to you about the judgment day, the day when all men of
all ages shall stand before the judgment-seat of Christ. We know that the judgment
is a reality. It is easy for one who does not like to think about the judgment da-,
one who does not like the idead of standing before God in judgment, to be careless
in his thinking on this subject. Some find it easy to make themselves believe tha
“'ere will be no judgment day. But the Bible teaches that there will be a great
Jjudgment day when men of all ages, of every tongue and tribe shall stand before t ~
judgment-seat of Christ. I want today to refresh your minds of some of the things
tliat the Bible tegches Toncerning the judgment. o T T e e

The judgment will be universal. Paul said to the Romans, "But thou, why
dost’ thou judge thy brother? or thou again, why dost thou set at naught thy bro-
ther? for we must all stand before the judgment-seat of God." (Rom. 14:10.) And
in Acts 17:30 Paul said, 'iie hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world
in righteousness by the man whom he hath ordained." The Lord Jesus said, "But when
the Son of Man shall come in his glory, and all the angels with him, then shall he
sit on the throne of his glory: and before him shall be gathered all the nations.™
And in Rev. 20:13 we read, "And the sea gave up the dead that were in it; and death
and Hades gave up the dead that were in them; and they were judged every man accord-
ing to their works." So this means that Cain and Abel and Adam and Eve, and all
the people that lived before the flood, and those who perished in the flood, Methu-
selah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Pharaoh, and those who crucified our Lord, Peter and
Paul, Caesar and Napoleon and all of us, will some day stand before God in judgment.
There will be no possible way for us to escape judgment. As we cannot escape from
the presence of God now, we will not be able to escape the judgment in the last day.
In the 139th Psalm beginning with the seventh verse, the psalmist said, 'Whither
shall I go from thy Spirit? or whither shall I flee .rom thy presence? If I ascend
up into heaven, thou art there: If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, thou art there.
If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;
even there shall thou hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. If I say,
Surely. the_darkness shall overwhelm me, and the light about. me shall be-night; even -
the darkness hideth not from thee, but the night shineth as the day: the darkness
and the light are both alike to thee." There is no possible way for a man to hide
from God. There will be no possible way for a man to miss the judgment. We can no
more miss the judgment than Jonah could run away from God.

Not only will it be a universal judgment, but each individual will be
Judged, It is a fearful thing to contemplate the judgment knowing that all of us
will be there; but it is even more fearful when we realize that each man will be
judged. I will not be judged in a group, and you will not be judged as a congrega-
tion, but each one of ug must answer to the ILord. In Rom. 14:12 Paul said, "So then
each one of us shall give account of himself to God." In II Cor. 5:10 the apostle
said, "For we must all be made manifest before the Jjudgment-seat of Christ; that
each one may receive the things done in the body." In the parable of the talents,
the master gave to one man five talents and to another two and to another one. And
while he was gone the man with five talents made five more; the man with two made
two more; the man with one talent digged a hole and hid it, kept it safely and gave
it back to the master when he returned. He did not misuse it; he simply did not use
it, and the master declared him to be lazy and wicked. Now had the master Judged
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them collectively he would have been blessed as the others. Ie might have said,
7T gave you five, two and one--that is eight talents. While I was gonme you almost
doubled my méney and made seveén talents.'” But he did not say that; he took each
man separately and said, *What did you do?" and "™What did you do?" and "What did
you do?" And that is the way that it is going to be in the judgment. All men of
all lands, of all tongues, of all tribes will stand before God in the judgment and
each men will be judged according to his deeds.

The Bible also teaches that we will be judged by the word of God. In Ro-
mans 2:2 Paul said, e lmow that the judgment of Col is according to' the truth.™
In Romans 2:16 Paul tells us that 7God shall judge the secrets of men, according to
my gospel.” In John 12:48 the Lord Jesus said, "e that rejecteth me, and receivet':
not my words, hath one that judgeth ham: the word that I have spoken, the same
shall judge him in the last day." In Rev. 20:12, "And I saw the dead, the great
and the small, standing before the throne; and books were opened: and another book
wes opened which was the book of life: and the dead were judged out of the things

- zh were written in the books, ‘according to their works." St we will not be juwd~ —

ged by the opinion we have of ourselves. Ir that were true I suppose all of us

would likely go to heaven. We will not be judged by what our enemies might thinl
of us. Ve will not be judged by the creeds that men have awritten. And you know,
that is one of the strangest things that men will accept human creeds and attempt
to serve CGod by these creeds, when they know all the time that they are not going
to be judged by them in the judgment day. 3But the Bible teaches that we will be

judged by the word of God. It is by God's word that we should live, for by Godfs
word we will be judged in the judgment day.

The Bible also teaches that we will be judged by our works. I know there
are some people who would minimize the importance of works. Sometimes they go so
far as to tell us that works have practically nothing to do with a man's salvation.
But the Bible does not talk that way. In Rev. 20:12 we read, "The dead were judged
out of the things which were written inthe books, according to their works." They
were judged every man according to their works. In Rev. 2:23, "I will give unto
each one of you according to your works." That was the Lord's statement in his let-
ter to the church in Thyatira. "I will giv e unto each one of you according to
your worls." In Matt., 16:27 Jesus said, "For the Son of man shall come in the glory
of his Father with his angels; and then shall he render to every man according to
his deeds.” 1In Ii Cor. 5:10 Paul tells us, "For we nast all be made manifest before
the judgment-seat of Christ; that each one may receive the things done in the body,
according to what he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” You remember also that

Jesus tells us in John 5:28, Marvel not at this: for the hour cometh in wiich all

that are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall come forth: they that have
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the re-
surrection of judgment.V So we will be judged by our works.

Furthermore, the Bible teaches that we will be judged by our thoughts.
You remember Solomon said, "As he thinketh in his heart, so is he." And the Lord
Jesus said, "Out of the heart come forth evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, forni-
cations, thefts, false witness, railings, these are the things that defile the man.?
In Acts 8 we read the story of Simon the sorcerer. Phillip was preaching in Samaria
and the people believed the gospel and were baptized. and Simon the sorcerer, who
had amazed the people with his sorcery also believed and was baptized. Some time
later Peter and John came down from Jerusalem that they might impart gifts of the
Spirit that the work may be carried on in the absence of the apostles or inspired
men, and in the absence of the New Testament which had not been written at that
time. And so by the laying on of the apostles? hands the Spirit was imparted. When
Simon saw this he offered the apostles money and said, "Give me also this power,
that on whomsoever I lay my hands, he may receive the Holy Spirit." And no doubt
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he would have paid well for that privilege. But Peter said, '"Repent therefore of
this thy wickedness, and pray the Lord, if perhaps the thought of thy heart shall
be forgiven thee.”

The Bible also teaches that we will be judged by our words. In Matt. 12:
37, Jesus said, "For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou
shall be condemned.” In Matt. 23:36 the Lord said, "I say unto you that every idle
word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.™
Did you ever stop for.a moment and consider the power of a man's words for good or
bad? Vords carelessly spoken have oftentimes wounded the heart of another as fatal-
1y as if an arrow had pierced their heart. Men's characters have been destroyed
by a few careless open words of another. Homes have been broken up; communities
have been disturbed; feuds have been fought between families over a period of years
and men have suffered heartaches and disappointments, and nations have fought wars
all because of the careless words of someone. And then again you can think about
the good things, the happiness and the cheer and the sunshine that people-scatter. _ .
~ along life's pathway with good words. No wonder the Lord will judge us by our
words.

Furthermore, as strange as it may seem, the Bible teaches that we will be
judged by what we fail to do. James says, "To him therefore that knoweth to do -
good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.™ (James 4:17.) Consider the one talent
man again. He did not misuse his talent; he did not steal it; he did not throw it
away; he simply did not use it at all. And because he failed to do what he should
have done, the master condemned him. You are familiar with the story of the good
Samaritan. When the poor fellow was left half dead on the side of the Jericho road

™~ and the Levite and the priest came by and passed him wp, they did not take what the

- <  vobbers left; they did not finish him off after the rolbers had left him half dead.
They simply passed him up and left him alone. They failed to do what they should
have done. Dut the good Samaritan did simply what he should have done. In the pic—
ture that the Lord gives us of the Judgment, the Lord said to those on his right
hand, "Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundations of the world." Well why? ¥I was hungry, and you gave me to eat; I was
thirsty and you gave me drink; I was a Sstranger, and ye took me in." To those on
the left he said, "Depart from me," Why? Not because of something they had done,
but because of what they had left undone. "I was hungry, and ye did not give me to
eat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink." So the Bible teaches that we will not
only be judged by whit we do, but we will be judged by:what we fail to do.

The Bible also teaches that we will be judged according to our opportuni-
ties in this life. In Matt. 11:21 Jesus talking about some of the cities that re—
fused to hear him while he was on the earth said, "oe unto thee, Corazin! woe unto
thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon which were
done in you, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.... Tt shall
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment, than for you." Again
in Matt; 10:14, "And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, as ye go
forth out of that house of that city, shake off the dust of your feet. Verily I
Say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the
day of judgment, than for that city." Now these were the cities and the homes that
refused to receive the disciples of the Lord during his personsl minist>y. And he
said that it would be more tolerable for those wicked people in Sodom and Gomorrah,
who were burned up and destroyed in the days of Abraham and Lot, than it will be

77\ for these cities that refused to hear and receive the disciples of the Lord Jesus.
Well why? Because these cities had opportunities that Sodom and Gomorrah did not
have. And Corazin and Bethsaida had opportunities to sze and to hear and to believe
the Tord Jesus, while Tyre and Sidon did not have such opportunities as they had.
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Someone has well said that a man's responsibility equals his opportunity plus his
ability. Or we may put it this way: a man®s opportunity plus his abiliiy equals
his responsibility. Sometimes people, when they hear the truth free from the doc-
trines of men, hesitate to a ccept the truth; they hesitate to leave the faith that
was believed or accepted and practiced by their fathers. But if their fathers and
their grandfathers had had their opportunities and had heard the truth preached in
its purity and its simplicity, the possibility is that they would have accepted it.
Tn other words, the Lord is teaching wus that it will be more tolerable for the peo-
ple who are living in dark Africa and have not had the opportunities that we have
in Nashville, Tennessee to hear the gospel, to have Bibles in our homes and churches
all about us. We have been brought up by Christian parents; we have been taught
about God and the Lord Jesus all of our lifetime, and how little we do considering
our privileges and opportunities.

Finally, the judgment will be final. There will be no appeal and there

~will be no miscarriage of justice. Quite often-today innocent people are-condemmed.

and the guilty go free. DBut it will not be that way in the judgment day. Also, we
will be judged according to what we do in the flesh, not according to what happens
after we leave the flesh. Then we will go away into eternal life or into eternal
death. The reward of the righteous will be eternal life. Paul tells us in Romans
2:6 that God "will render to every man according to his works: to them that are
patient in well-doing seek for glory and honor and incorruption, eternal life: but
unto them that are fractious and obey not the truth, but obey unrighgeousness, slall
be wrath and indignation, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that works:
eth evil.” §o the reward of the righteous will be eternal life; the reward of the
wicked will be eternal death. In Rev. 20:14 we read, "And death and Hades were
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death, even the lake of fire. And

1f any was not found written in the book of life, he was cast into the lake of fire!
It is a fearful thing to contemplate the judgment, bu~ it is necessary that we do,
because we are going to meet God in the judgment and we are going to be judged by
how we serve him in this life.
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In Hebrews 11:10 we read that Abraham "looked for the city which hath the
N foundations, whose builder and maker is God." And Paul said in Hebrews 13:14, "For
we have not here an abiding city, but we seek after that city which is to come.!
The Bible reveals two eternal destinies for the human race - heaven and hell.
Today we want to talk to you about heaven.

Paul said in Col. 3: 1, 2, "If then ye were raised together with Christ,

seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God.

. Set your mind on things that are above, not on things that are upon the earth.n
You remember Israel started from Egypt 600,000 strong above twenty years of age,
but Israel fell in the wilderness and only Caleb and Joshua of that number entered
the promised land. They could not forget the cucumbers and flesh pots of Egypt.
Perhaps had they set their mind on the promised land, a land flowing with milk and
honey, they might have found it easier to overcome the difficulties and trials
found in the wilderness and crossed Jordan into the promised land., Too many Christ-
ians today think only of earthly things. And we do not, as the apostle exhorted,
set ouk affections on things above as much as we ought to. Nevertheless we like to
sing about heaven and talk about heaven. But I am quite sure we do not preach
about heaven as we should; we do not think about heaven as much as we ought to.

The Third Heaven

Paul in 2 Cor. 12: 1, 4, talked about the third heaven. He said, "I know
a man in Christ, fourteen years ago, (whether in the tody, I know not; or whether
out of the body, I know not; God knoweth,) such a one caught up even to the third
heaven. And I know such a man, (whether in the body, or apart from the body, I
koow not; God knoweth), how that he was caught up into Paradise, and heard un-
sreskable words, which is not lawful for a man to utbter." Now we know there is butb
c.2 eternal home of the redeemed. How can there be three heavens?

The Lord Jesus talked about the '"birds of the heaven!. So, doubtless
“there is one heaven that Paul was talking about. In Gen. 1:8 we read that "God -
called the firmament heaven!". So up with the sun, moon, and stars is another
heaven. This we still call the firmament., But Paul talked about Paradise. This
is the eternal home of the redeemed. This is the home or the heaven, that we are
irverested in and the one we think about most and the one that we talk about, the
one we intend to enjoy "in the sweet by and by!.

It is well that we note the distinction as Paul makes it here, because it
helps us to understand better some passages that might otherwise be difficult for
us. For instance, on one occasion Jesus said, '"Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but my word shall never pass away!, But Jesus was talking about Paradise when
he said 'heaven...shall pass away", he was not 4alking about the eternal home of
—~ the redeemed; he was talking about the firmament, the things that pertain to this
5 universe. And when the apostle Peter talked about the heavens being on fire and

melting with fervent heat (2 Pet. 3: 10, 13), he was not talking about Paradise,
2 But he was talking about the firmament and all that pertains to this universe,
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The Lord Promised Heaven

One of the last promises the Lord made to his disciples was heaven. On
the night that he was betrayed, after he had eaten the passover feast with his dis-
ciples, and given them the Lord's supper, he made a farewell address to them before
going out to Gethsemene where he was betrayed. This is found in John 14, 15, 16,
He began by saying, ''Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also
in me. In my Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told

P you; for I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you.
h I come again, and will receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be
also,n .

Heaven is a place and Lord Jesus is preparing that place for us now.
When he comes again he will come to receive us and take us to that place that we
call heaven. I know sometimes people would have us believe that heaven is going
to be here on this earth, that. the-Lord will-renovabe this-old world with fire and ~
then place us back here, But the Bible does not teach that. The Bible teaches thsr
Jesus is preparing heaven for us now, that Jesus will return and take us to that
place that he has gone to prepare for us.

Heaven Is A Beautiful Place

It is beyond the power of man to properly describe heaven. I suppose
there are no words that we might use, that we understand, that would properly des-
cribe heaven for us. We perhaps can say, after we see the beauties of heaven, as
did the queen of the South, after se had seen the riches of Solomon, "The half was

o not told m2", You remember the apostle Paul, when talking about the blessings of

: the new covenant compared to the old, said, "Things which eye saw not, and ear

heard not, and which entered not into the heart of man, whatscever things God
prepared for them that love him." (I Cor, 2:9.) And so it is with us., It has.net
entered into the heart of man, and eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard anything
compared to the glory and beauty of heaven, I know the Bible talks about the city
of pure gold with walls of Jasper, gates of pearl, streets of gold, (Rev. 21),
but doubtless the Lord used these words to describe heaven because we can under-
stand them., I sometimes try to preach a sermon on the surprises that people will
experience on the Judgment day. And I am quite sure that the humble child of God
who is welcomed into the joys of the Lord, will be the one who will experience
the greatest surprise, because heaven will be so much more wonderful than any-

—— -~ thing we have -ever thought about-or-dreamed about-in -this Jdife.- Heaven is-a-beau-. .. _

tiful place, a wonderful place.
Heaven Is Eternal

Furthermore, heaven is eternal, The glories of old Babylon long ago
o™ faded away. Rome flourished for a while and passed away, and other great empires
have come upon the scene for a while and they too passed away. Regardless of the
beauty and grandeur of the things of this life and world, they will not last.
They shall all pass away. But heaven, heaven will never pass away, And that is
why the Lord Jesus said, "Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither -
moth nor rust doth consume, and where thieves do not break through nor steal,!

—~ And the apostle Peter talked about our inheritance in heaven as being undefiled
T and’ that fadeth not away.

4

o In this world we build beautiful homes; we amass great fortunes; we
establish great bu§iness firms; we build great bridges across the lakes and rivers
of our'land; the high ways of our country run like bands of ribbon over the hills
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and vales of our beautiful land, and our parks remind us of the Garden of Eden.
But all of these things will bass away. But heaven, heaven will never pass away.
And after we have been there tén thousand times ten thousand years, we will be
no nearer to the end than we were the first day we entered therein., Heaven is
eternal.,

Only The Pure And Holy Will Be In Heaven

Only the pure, the holy, the good will be in heaven. We think of a
community as being a good community or a bad community according to the character
of the people who make up the community. If the people are good, we say it is a
good community; if they are wicked people, we say it is a bad community. But
heaven will be inhabited only with the good, the pure, the holy. In Rev. 21:8
we read, "the fearful, and unbelieving, and abominable, and murderers, and formi-
cators and sorcerers and idolaters, and all liars, their part shall be in the lake
that burneth-with fire and brimstone, " And again,” "Blesséd are they that wash
their robes, that they may have a right to come to the three of life, and may en-
ter in by the gates into the city., Without are dogs, and the sorcerers, and the
fornicators, and the nurderers, and the idolaters, and every one that loveth and
maketh a lie." Only the good, the pure and the holy will inhabit heaven,

Someone has said that heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people.
And this of course is true. I have often thought, what would happen to some
people if they should get to heaven. They do not find any pleasure associating
with good people on the earth; they seem to be embarassed or weasy when in the
presence of Christians even for a few minutes. And should it be their lot to
enter into heaven, how could they be happy? For there they would be in the pres-
ence of God, the Lord Jesus Chiist, the holy angels and the redeemed of the ecarth.
There they would be only with the good, the pure and holy. Would they be happy?
Truly heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people, '

We Shall See Jesus Face To Face

We like to think that in heaven there will be Moses and Joshua, Elijah
and Elisha, Jeremish and Isaish, Daniel and Ezekiel, John the Baptist and the
apostles, Mary and Martha, Paul and Barnabas, Peter, James and John, and all the
great characters we read about in the Bible. And I sometimes wonder if it will
: be our privilege to talk with them, see them and know them. I do not know whe-
-7 77 Tther we will be able to talk-with Abraham -and Isaac -and-dacob or not, but I do-

! know that we shall meet our Lord face to face, see him and be like him. John

! tells us, "We know that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be like him; for we
shall see him even as he is." (I John 3:2,) We sing a beautiful song some-
times about Beimg face to face with Jesus,

/e Face to Face with Christ my Savior,
Face to Face - what will it be,
Whent with rapture I behold him,
Jesus Christ who died for me?

Will We Know Each Other in Heaven?

Sometimes the question is asked; "Will we know each other in heaven?" °
Some say yes, and some say no. Nevertheless, we will be happy in heaven whether
we know each other or not’. It seems reasonable to us that we should know each
other in heaven, and there are some scriptures that seem to teach that we will
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know each other there. For example, Moses and Elijah were recognized on the mount
of Transfiguration. When Abraham died, the Bible said that he was gathered wato
his people. That, of course, did not have reference to the cave of Machpelah
where he was buried, because his people were not buried there, But in some sense
Abraham went to be with his fathers. When David's little boy died, you remember
David said, "I cannot bring him back, but I can go to him." And in some sense
David understood that he could go and be with his little boy who had died. In

I Thess. 2: 19, Paul said, !"For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of glorying?
AAre not even ye, before our Lord Jesus at his coming?" In some sense Paul was
saying, "I shall present you to the Lord as the fruit of my labors at his coming.m
Such scriptures as these make us believe at least to some degree that we shall
know each other in heaven. But whether we do or not, we will be happy. We should
understand that the family relationships that we have and enjoy in this life, are
for our happiness here upon the earth, and these relationships will not be neces-
sary for us to be happy in heaven.

Wo Pain, No Sorrow, No Death in Heaven

In heaven, there will be no pain, no sickness, no sorrow, no good-byes,
no death. The world is filled with suffering. Every home must share its part of
sorrow. We need only to visit the hospitals, the homes of the poor, the neglected
to realize how much suffering and sorrow and pain is in the world. Our fondest
hopes and dreams are often blighted at the very moment we expect to realize them.
There is a vacant chair in almost every home., If there is not one in your home
now, there will be soon; because death and decay is written upon every living
thing. But in heaven there will be no sickness, no sorrow, no pain, no good-byes,
and no death.

I 1ike to think of heaven as somewhat like a beautiful spring morning
when there is not a storm cloud in the sky, when the songs of the birds fill the
air and the fragrant flowers sway in the soft breezes and the soul almost bursts
with joy. Heaven indeed, is a beautiful place, a wonderful place. Sometimes as
we talk about heaven and read about heaven and think about heaven, the thought
enters our mind, "Is ik real; is it real or is it just a fairy tale?" DNo, it is
not a fairy tale; it is reall Heaven is real| No wonder the apostle Paul saild,
"Set your affections on things above, and not on things upon the earth.! No won-
der he wants us to think and talk about heaven, because if we set our minds on
things before us it will make it easier for us to overcome the trials and hard-

_ships and temptations we meet in this life, And as we compare the glories of

heaven with our trials and hardships here, it will help to meke them fade inbo —
hething -cdmpa®ed-to the joys of over there. How foolish it will seem to us then,

if we miss heaven because we exchanged the joys of heaven for the pleasures of the
world,

No Sacrifice Is Too Great For Heaven

There is no sacrifice too great in order for a man to enjoy heaven.
That is what Jesus was talking about when he said, “WIf thy right eye causeth
thee to stumble, pluck it out;... If thy right hand causeth thee to stumble, \\
cut it off." It is better, if necessary, to sacrifice the dearest thing on earth *
to us, than te hold on to it and miss heaven.

,\-
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Sermon No. 296

THE LORD'S DAY

A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan at th~ Hillsboro Church
of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee on August 28, 1960 and heard
over radio station WLAC at &:05 P.M.

/*)

I am reading from the first chapter of the Revelation of John beginning
with the 9th verse, “I John, your brother and partaker with you in the tribulation
and kingdom and patience which are in Jesus, was in the isle that is called Patmns,
¥ 5 the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s
day, and I heard behind me a great veice, as of a trumpet saying, What thou seest,
write in a book ‘and send to the seven churches: unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and
unto Pergamum, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis and unto Philadelphia, and urto
Laodicea. And T turred to see the voige which spake with me.” When John wrote
this statement he was on the isle of P tmos, exiled there by the government because

”‘Hé'V%Erﬁiéééﬁiﬁﬁ“fhé’ﬁﬁspel of* Christ..He speaks of being in the Spirit on. the et
Lord’s day. The day referred to by the apostle doubtless has reference to the
first day of the week. By the close of the first century, the early writers styled
the first day of the week the Lord’s day. It is wonderful that this large auditori-
um is filled three times on Lord’s day. Because you love the Lord you also love
the Lord’s day. You love the services of the Lord and you come to worship God.,

o ———

This day, the first diuy of the week which we call the Lord’s day, has
been marked by great events in the Bible. First of all, it was the day that our
Lord came forth from the grave, and on this day he often appeared to his discipies
during the period of forty days between his resurrection and his ascension, Sor.e
f—\ think that he ascended on the Lord’s day. We know that Pentecost fell on +he first
- day of the week and therefore on the Lord’s day. And so all the events of that day
took place on the Lord’s dsy., (Acts 2.) It was on this day that the Holy Spirit
came upon the apostles ang they were baptized in the Holy Spirit and went forth +o
preach the gospel of Christ gulded by the Holy Spiri+. It was on this day, there-
fore, that they first preadhed salvation in the name, of the crucified Loxd, on this
day that the first sermon 1fas preached under the greai commission that Jesus had
given to his apostles. On this day for the Ffirst tire the terms of salvation as
laid down in the gospel wege announced to lost men. On this day for the first time
people were commanded to bg baptized in the name of a crucified Lord. On this day
for the first time people were baptized for the remission of their sins in the =
’“‘*““rﬂrm—of-JesuSW—~It,-o£vcourser;wa5;the~birihday_Qf the church, and here was the
introduction of the New Cavenant. People were for the first time added by the Tord ———— °
to the church on the Lord’s day. (Acts 2:47.) And after we leave the second chap-
ter of Acts we find that the Christians met for worship on the Lord’s day. In the
20th chapter of Acts and the seventh verse, Luke said, “And upon the first day of
the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul discoursed with them,
intending to depart on the morrow; and prolonged his speech until midnight.” 1In
I Cor. 16:1-2 Paul said, "“Now concerning the cellection for the saints, as I gave
order unto the churches of Galatia, also do ye. Upon the first day of the week
let each one of you lay by him in store, as he may prosper, that no collection be
made when I come,” This is “he only day we read of in the New Testament when Chris—
tians assembled to worship Gpd.

| The Lord’s day should not be confused with the sabbath day. The sabbath
(j? day belonged to the law of Moses and the sabbath day fell on the seventh day of the
t week, not on the first day of the week., God gave the law of Moses to Israel only.

In Deut. 5:2-8 we read where Moses said, “Jehovah our God made a covenant with us
in Horel. Jehovah made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us,
who are all ef wus’ here alive this day.” God did not make that covenant with




~— ————we-could-net-keep- the sabbath-foxr the same purpose.
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Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and others that lived before that day. But he made it
with Israel, the people to whom Moses was speaking at that time., Immedicatly fol-
lowing this statement from Moses he named the ten commandments, of which the sab-
bath was one. The old covenant made at Sinai, between God and Israel, included the
ten commandments. In Ex. 34:28 we read, ”And he wrote upon the tables the words of
the covenant, the ten commandments.” But this covenani -—thich Paul calls the old
covenant, is not binding upon Christians; the sabbatl vas given to Israel as part
of the law at Sinai and is not binding upon Christians. In Hebrews 8:7 we find
Paul quoting from Jeremiah 31:31 ccncerning the change of the covenant. He said,
”"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the hcouse of Judah; not according to the covenant that I made
with their fathers in the days that I took them by the hand to lead them forth out
of the land of Egypt.” And then he concluded that chapter saying, “In that he
»?.-h, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. But that which is becoming old
and waxeth aged is nigh unto vanishing away.? Now the covenant that God made with
Israel when he took thém by the hand and led them forth out of the land of Egypt
was the covenant which hs made at Sinai, which included the ten commandments of w

Which the sabbath was oné, If Col. 2:14=I6 Paul said, “Having blotted out the bonmd

written in ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us: and he hath
taken it our of the way, nailing it *to the cross...lLet no man therefore judge you
in meat, or in drink, or in respect to the feast day or a new moon, or a sabbath
day; which are a shadow of the things to come; but the body is Christ’s.” Now the
things mentioned by the apostles such “as judge you in meant or drink or feast days,
new moon or a sabbath day” &ll had reference to ordinances and Xaws under the law of
Moges. Paul said these things have been removed and the Lord nailed them to the
cross, so let no man judge you concerning these things anymore,

The sabbath was not changed from the seventh day to the first day of the
week, but it was abolished when the law was taken out of the way along with the
Passover and the covenant of circumcision and other laws and ordinances found in
the law of Moses. Remember, the sabbath was given to Israel and to Israel only,
and the Lord required Israel to keep the sabbath in remembrance of their deliver—
ance from Egyptian bondage. In Deut. 5:15 Moses said, “And thou shalt remember
that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and Jehrovah thy God brought thee out
thence by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; i -.2fore Jehovah thy God com-
mandeth thee to keep the sabbath day.” So, if we sho.id keep the sabbath day, as
did Israel, we could not keep it for fhe same purpose, :or the Loxd intended that
they should observe the sabbath in remembrance of thei: deliverance from Egyptian
bondage. But the Lord has not delivered Christians from.Egyptlan bondage, therefore

We are, of course, aware of the fact that Constantine the Emperor in 321
As D. declared the first day of the week the Lord’s day, a holiday. In those days
there were many slaves. There were perhaps as many slaves in the Roman Empire as
there wepe free men. And many of"these slaves were Christians. And before Constan-
tine, who favored Christianity as a religion, declared the first day of the week a
Holiday it was difficult for many of these slaves to find an opportunity to worship
God on the Lord’s day. And therefore, he favored the Christians in declaring the
first day of the week a holiday. And it has been considered a holiday in all na-
tions since then where Christianity has had its influence among the people. It is
sometimes said that Constantine changed the sabbath from the seventh day to the *
first day of the week, but tiis is not true. Constantine simply declared the first
day of the week a holiday. Christians for at least 30C years had been observing.
the Loxd’s day and they had been assembling at various places to worship God on the
Lord’s day, even though they sometimes found it difficult because it was not then
a holiday.
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The Lord’s day is not called the Christian sabbath in the Bible. It is
not to be observed by Christians as the sabbath was observed by people who lived
under the law of Moses. It is to the Christians particularly a day of worship, as
+¢ have assembled today to worship God. It is indeed the Lord’s day. You remember
Malachi raises the question, “Will a man rob God?” Men of today rob God of his day.
I remember Brother Calhoun putting the matter like this; He said, “Should a man see
me lay my watch down and when I am not looking, without my knowledge and without my
consent, take my watch and walk away with it, he has stolen my watch and he is a
thief., But should a man stop me on the street with a gun in his hand and say, ‘Be
still, or I will shoot vou,’ and then with my knowledge and without my consent, ap-
propriate my watch, he is a robber and he has robbed me,” Now a man cannot steal
from God because God knows what we are doing all the time. But a man can rob God,
that is, he may take that which belongs to God without God’s consent but with God’s
knowledge. And when people today appropriate the Lord’s day as their day, they have
robbed God of his day. You remember the passage that Jesus gave with reference to
the Roman coin, “Render unto God the things that are God’s and unto Caesar the things
that are Ceasar’s.” So let us give to God that which belongs to God. Perhaps

one day, passed a farmer’s house and nearby saw seven lucious ripe pears on the tree.
And as they were looking at the pears, and perhaps thinking what they might do, the
farmer came along and pulled off six pears and gave them to the little boys; he left
one for himself. The boys went on down the road, ate the pears and then after a
while, when the farmer was not looking, slipped back and took the seventh pear. UL
Well, the Lord is good to us and he has given us so 1mch and yet we are not satis-—
fied with all that the Lord has bestowed upon us. We want to take what is his also.

Well, what should we do upon the Lord’s day? First of all, Christians
should worship God on the Lord’s day. Upon the first day of the week they came to-
gether fto whrship.Ced. "Often we excuse ourselves for our negligence in Christian
duties on the grounds that we just do not have time to do this and to do that. Peo-
ple say, “I just never hawe time to read by Bible as I ought to.” Well, of course,
that is not true. We each have the same amount of time every day, and the Lord does
not tell us what to do with each minute or each hour of every day. He leaves that
with us and it depends upon what we want to do. And if we really want fo read the
Bible we will find time every day. That is what we ought to do, read God’s word,
feast our souls upon God’s word. No man can grow spiritually as he should who heg-
lects to read the Bible. God’s word is food for the soul. When we neglect to eat
our physical bodies suffer; and when we neglect to read and feast our souls upon
God's word, we suffer spiritually. The Lord’s day is a wonderful day for us to
read-God"s word. - el el

Tt is a good time also, for us to study our Bible lessons. So often peo-
ple come to our Bible classes on Sunday mQrnings and at other times when we assemble
to study God’s word and have not studied the lesson. They knew what the lesson
would be a week ago, nevertheless, they have not studied the lesson. Why? Well,
they say, ”I just did not have time.” The Lord’s day would be a .wonderful day for
us to study our Bible lessons for the coming Lord’s day. It is a wonderful day for
us to visit those who are shut-in, and old people who cannot get out and around as
much as they would like to, and who have been shut off from the world and would de-
light in contacting people who are busy and active. It is a good day to visit the
sick and those who need comfort from us. It is a good day for us to rest and to
meditate. All of us find a time during the week when we can separate ourselves
from the rest of the world and in some quiet place m- .r*ate upon the things of the
day and take inventory of ourselves. It will help u: %o be better and stronger
people in the Lord.
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It is so unfortunate that even many who profess to be Christians use the
Lord’s day as an occasion for recreadtion, to go fishing or for boat races and the
like. New such events may not be wrong within thems=:res, but why do we take the
Lord’s day for these things? The Lord has given us 2 ull week, why not take one
of these days? When we want to set aside a special d=; like Mother’s Day, why do
we select the Lord’s day? That day belongs to the Lo:d, and nothing should be
| done to attract our attention from the Lord on the Lord’s day. The respect that
| we show to the Lord’s day indicates the respect that we show for the Lord himself,
: And when we as fathers and mothers show little respect foxr the Lord’s day, use it
as a day for everything in the world, for business and recreation and most anything
~se, how will our children think about the Lord’s day. Will it mean anything to
them? Will they respect it as a day when Christians come together to worship God,
and when they do, become restless and anxious for the hour to pass so they can get
out and begin to attend to worldly things that really do not belong to the Lord’s
day? May the good Lord help us to think seriously about these things and hzlp us
to love the Lord’s day even as we love the Lord.
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Sermon No. 237

WORSHIP

A sermon delivered by J. Roy Vaughan on November 2, 1958 at the
Hillsbore Church of Christ, Nashville, Tennessee and heard over
radio station WL A C.

"The woman said unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. Our
fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place
w'ere men ought to worship. Jesus saith unto her, "‘Woman, believe me, the hour com-
‘eth when neither in this mountain, not in Jerusalem, shall ye worship the Father.
Ye worship that which ye know not: we worship that which we know; for salvation is
from the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshipper shall wor-
ship the Father in spirit and truth: for such doth the Father seek to be his wor-
shippers. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship in spirit and in

truth.," L . o

I have read a part of the conversation between Jesus and the Samaritan wo-
man as recorded in the fourth chapter of the gospel according to John. In our won-
derful country today and in other nations throughout the world, millions of people
go to church on Sunday. Some for i dvantages, some for political_ reasouns,
some to be with friends, some to please husband or wife, some to.worship.God. I
could wish that people would ho longer talk about going to church and talk more
about going to worship, for when one says, "I am going to church,” I do not always
know what he is going to do; but when one says, "I am going to worship," I have a

o~ pretty good idea of what he is going to do. People go.to.church for so. many reasons.
: But we have assembled this morning in this appointed place in the presence of God to

worship God. ——

It is natural for man to worship God. Men of every age and tribe and
tongue have been found to be worshippers. In this man is unlike the mere animals,
The animal does not worship, but man _is _a worshipper. But he does not always wor- .
ship the true and living God. Sometimes man worships_a_ god of his_own .creation, an
idol carved from stone or a molten. image. ‘Sometimes he worships an animal or the
sun or the stars or the moon. But nevertheless, man has always been found %o be a
worshipper. There are many people in the world today who still worship idols. But
these people do not worship idols because they despise Almighty God, it is not be-
s cause they do not want to worship the only true and living God; it is because they
oo on -do--not-know=God-as- we-know-6od=— You-know Paul said-of -the Galatiansjy~in-the—fourth ———
| chapter of his letter to the churches of Galatia, "Howbeit at that time, not knowing.. __
God, ye were in bondage to them that by nature are no gods," (Gal. 4:8-9.) But
when they came to know God, they no longer worshipped these idols but the trum'
living God. And this ought to make us think more seriously and perhaps work harder
to carry the gospel of the Lord Jesus into every corner of the world, that all men
everywhere might know the true and living God and worship God as we worship God.
Bt e
Worship is something that takes place in the heart. The heart is thrilleds
~the emotion is stirred. It is ah expression of adoration_and praise and honor. It
is somewlfat like the spontaneous applause ok the roar of the g grandstand when some
outstanding play is made in the game, or the cheer of the peop]}"as the president
passes by, or soldiers on parade. Sometimes the people stand with bowed heads in
solemn silence, others shout, while others sing or whistle. This is not a mere me—
chanical act, but the natural outburst of praise from the heart. And so it ig when
we come to worship God. Our knowledge of God, his_great mercy, his wonderful love,
his power, his_abundant blessings Showered upon us, when properly remembered, thrills
the heart, and in worship the child of God is attempting to express his gratitude mmd
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praise to a great and benevolent God. Worship, therefore, is something that comeS...

Worship

from the heart; it is not performing mere mechanical acts.

Almighty God is the object of Christians® worship. You remember the Lord

Jesus said, when answering the devil who tempted him, "Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve." (Matf.. 4:10.) When Peter came to the .
household of Cornelius, the first Gentile convert, Cornelius fell down to worship
Peter, but Peter said, "Stand up, I myself also am a man," (Acts 10:25,26.) And ‘
you remember John tells us, "I fell down to worship before the angel...and he}z said
unto me, See thou do it not: I am a fellowservant...worship God." !Rex.m 22:829.)
God said to Israel when he gave the ten commandments, "Thou shalt not make unto thee
a graven image, nor any likeness of anything that is in the heaven above, the earth
beneath, or that is in waters under the earth." (Ex. 20:4.) So man is not to wor—
ship another man regardless of how high he may be exalted by his fellowman. He is
not to worship an idol made by his own hands; he is not to worship an angel; but he
is to worship the Lord and "him only shalt thou serve."

Men have worshipped God-in various-ways:in_differént ages. In Genesis 4

" we read that Cain and Abel in process of time brought an offering unto the Iord.

The first thing, or about the first thing that Noah did when he came out of tho ark,
was to build an altar and make an offering unto the Lord. You remember when the
Lord told Abraham to take Isaac to Mt. Moriah and offer him in sacrifice to the

. Lord, and after they had come to the place, Abraham said to the servant, "I and the

lad will go yonder and worship.™" (Gen. 22:5.) When the wise men came to the babe in
Bethlehem the record says, "They fell down and worshipped him.!" And under the law
of Moses, Israel kept the tabernacle services and made their sacrifices unto the
Lord. In all of these instances, man was attempting to worship God.

Now when we come to the Christian dispensation, we find that God has also
required certain definite acts of worship for the Christian to perform as he comes
to worship God. The Lord Jesus, fortunately for us > has defined true worship or
acceptable worship. I read to you a moment ago from the fourth chapter of John
where Jesus was talking to the Samaritan woman. She wanted to know, "Shall we wors
ship here in the mountain where my fathers worshipped, or go down to Jerusalem where
you Jews have a temple." And the Lord said, YThe hour cometh, when we shall neither
in_this mowntain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father...God is a Spirit: and
they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth." (John 4:20,24.) _To

worship God in spirit, suggests. the attitude of a man's heart. We must come with
-Sdaeere; earnest-hearts and what we do must come from the heart. We must come with
a submissive, forgiving, contrite heart. What we do in worshi_p to God must be done

truth is to worship God as the truth authorizes us. You remember in John 17:17,
Jesus said, "Sanctify them in truth: thy word is truth." And in 2 John 9 he said,

"Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teachings of Christ, hath not God:
he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son." 4And
Paul said in Colossians 3:17, "Whatsoever you do, in word or in deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. So, when we
come to worship God we must worship as God has authorized us in his word; we must do
what God teaches us to do, and then we must do that sincerely and earnestly from the
heart. Now that is the Lord’s definition of true worship. We are not left to devise
a program that appeals to.us. When we come to worship God we are to please God, not
entertain the audience that might be assembled. ‘

When we want to please a man :;iez.n:eedmtexknowasgmeﬂt;hi-ngaa“b_og;t:,_thaj_;ﬂamn's
likes and dislikes. Some men like one thing and other men like something else. One
man would be pleased should you give him a bottle of whiskey as a gift; another.
would be insulted. And so it is in worshipping God. Man needs to know what pleases
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God, lest his worship, though it be sincerely offered is an abomination to the Lord
and displeasing unto God. And so the Lord has taught us what to do when we come to
worship him. In the New Testament we find the apostles, guided by the Holy Spirit,
taught the early church tp~gra% (Acts 2:42) to eat the Lord's supper in memory of

the Lord Jesus, (I_Cor. 11:23,) to give as they had been prospered (I .Cox. 16372J5
to sing and to maKe melody in their hearts urnto the Lord (Eph. 519), amlfy
one another in the word (Acts 2:42). Now we would not know that it is wight and

acceptable for us to pray if the Idrd had not taught us to pray. We would not know

that" it is right for us to eat the Lord's supper and pleasing to the Lord, if the
Lord had not taught us to do this. So we know to do these items of worship laid
down in the New Testament is acceptable unto the Lord. But it is not possible for
any man on all the face of the earth today to say that anything mo#¢ or less is
pleasing unto the Lord. Now you may say, "I think this is all right; I think that
is all right," and no doubt you are sincere in saying that, but you do not know
that it is pleasing and acceptable unto the Lord. We are not to worship and serve
God according to what we think; we are to worship and serve God according to his
 __word..This_is-why the.churches- of ‘Christ-throughout the land do not use instrumen-
tal music in Christian worship; this is why they do not burn incense and do many
other things that you sometimes find in worship. These things are not authorized
in God?'s word, The Lord said if you would worship him acceptable you must worship
him in spirit and in truth, for such doth God seek to be his worshippers. To wor-
ship God in spirit then, is to worship him with our spirit, sincerely, earmestly
from the heart, and what we do must be authorized by God's word.

Now fortunately, on the other hand, the Lord has taught us what vain wor-
ship i§. It is somewhat like a man putting up a sign at the cross roads and saying,
. - "This read goes to such and such a place," and another sign saying, "This road does

not go to that place.” While on one hand the ILord has defined true worship; on the
other hand he has defined vain worship. -Ip Matthew 15:8-9, Jesus said, "Ipis peo-
ple honoreth me with their Lips; but their Beart is far from me. But in vain do
they worship me,_teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men." Understand
these people were worshipping God; they Were not worshippiig idols. But neverthe-
less—the Lord said, "In=vain do they worship. me." To worship God in vain, of course,
is to worship him in a way that is not acceptable to God; it is useless and worth-
less; it is an empty service. They perhaps worshipped God with their hearts, but
they did not do what God authorized them to do. They did according to the dectrines

of men. And the Lord said when we worship him that way our worship is vain.

After all, we understand that God knows best in all things; and God knows
~ <+~ Yhat is -bestfor-us when-we ‘come  to—express our-gratitude-and-praise -to God=—And—- —— —
we know that to do the things laid down in the New Testament, to worship God as the
early church worshipped God, is acceptable unto the Lord. They are suited to our
spiritual needs; they help us to build Christian character; they edify the soul;
they strengthen our faith; and best of all they please and honor God. And that is
what we want to do when we come to worship God.

AVEYAVAVAVAVAVEVAYE
ITA_X EARANARANA)

I\)




