
LOSING CHRIST In Luke 12: 40 - 52 we read the story of Christ being lost from his parents when he was twelve years of age.  His parents would seem to be the most unlikely people to lose him, but they did.  They did not lose him because they did not love him, or because they were wicked and unconcerned about him --they simply departed from him and "knew not of it" (Luke 2:43).  They had just supposed he was with them -- in the company they were traveling with (Luke 2:44).  When they discovered he was lost from them, they began their search among kinfolk and acquaintances (Luke 2:44), but did not find him there (Luke 2: 44 - 45).  When they did not find him among kinfolk and acquaintances, they did the only sensible thing -- turned back to Jerusalem to seek him where they last saw him (Luke 2:45), and after three days they found him (Luke 2:46). I believe we can draw some good lessons from this story that will help us today.  Let us now think about some lessons we can learn from this: 
MANY HAVE LOST CHRIST TODAY ! Christ is lost to many today  because they are seeking him in the wrong place.  They seek him among their kinfolk by following the religion of their parents.  Their attitude is, "What is good enough for mother and father is good enough for me".  What these people fail to realize is that most of the time Christ is not found in the religion of kinfolk because the religion of kinfolk many times is denominationalism, and Christ is not found in denominationalism !  He did not build one denominational church !  He only built His church (Matt. 16:18).   Christ is lost to many others because they seek him among their acquaintance.  Many people simply follow the religion of their friends.  Most of the time Christ is not found in the religion of friends, because friends (most of the time) are members of denominations, and Christ has nothing to do with denominationalism!  Many people who are religious have just supposed that Christ is with them just as Joseph and Mary supposed he was in their company (Luke 2:44).  People need to realize that just being religious does not mean that the Lord is with them, because many religious people will be lost (Matt. 7: 21 - 23).  Jesus said that one can worship in vain if that worship is based upon the doctrines of men (Matt. 15:9).  James tells us that one's religion can be vain (James 1:26).  So, a man can suppose he is with Christ when he is not ! Some people know they have lost Christ and in sorrow they seek him just as Joseph and Mary did (Luke 2:48).  They can find him if they will go back to Jerusalem where he is  -- back to the Bible.  Jesus said, "If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 

speak of myself."  (John 7:17) Many brethren have departed from him in Jerusalem by many digressive practices (Luke 2:43).  They did not intend to go so far from him !  When they departed from him by supporting benevolent institutions and sponsoring churches, they had no idea that this would bring in the Pentecostal movement of  tongue-speaking and direct-operation of the Holy Spirit theory !  They did not think this would bring in the social gospel movement, placing emphasis on the outward man with all kinds of church-sponsored fun and games and kitchens in the meetinghouse!  They did not think this would open the door for a new "nomenclature".  A "nomenclature" is "the system of 



names used in a particular branch of knowledge".  The nomenclature of New Testament Christians is the language of the New Testament, but the "children of digression" speak the "language of 
Ashdod"  (Neh. 13:24).  They talk about members "recommitting their total being to Christ"  when the New Testament talks about "restoring those overtaken in a fault" (Gal. 6:1).  They call their preachers "Doctor", when Jesus said, "And all ye are brethren" (Matt. 23:8).  They talk about "choruses", "fellowship suppers", "young people retreats", "revivals", "homecomings", "educational directors", "campaigns for Christ", "sponsoring churches", and on and on and on !  Now in sorrow many of these brethren are seeking Jesus.  They know they have lost Him along the way !  They had supposed He was with them until so many things from denominationalism began to be practiced in the churches where they worship!  These brethren need to realize that the only way they can find Him again is to come all the way back to the Bible and speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent. Other brethren have lost Jesus today because of their neglect of duties:  (1)  they do not study ( 2 Tim. 2:15); (2) they do not try to teach others ( I Pet. 3:15; 2 Tim. 2:2);  (3) they do not attend the assemblies (Heb. 10:25);  (4)  they do not live morally upright lives (Tit. 2: 11 - 12);  (5)  they try to hide their sins  (Heb. 4:13);  (6)  they lie for gain ( Rev. 21:8);  and  (7)  they hate their brother  (I John 3:15). 

WHY WE MUST FIND JESUS Jesus alone has the words of eternal life.  When many of Jesus' disciples went back and walked with him no more in John 6, he said to the twelve, "Will ye also go away?"  (John 6:67).  "Then Simon 
Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go?  thou has the words of eternal life."  ( John 6:68). Jesus alone can save man.  He came to this earth "to seek and to save that which was lost"  (Luke 19:10).  The Hebrew writer said, "Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by Him,"  (Heb. 7:25). Jesus is the only hope of men.  Paul said in I Tim. 1: 1 that Jesus is "our hope". Jesus can give rest to the soul of man"  (Matt. 11: 28 - 30). To find Jesus one must come back to the Bible.  Friend, have you lost Jesus?  If you have, won't you seek and find him today?  You must go back to Jerusalem -- back to the Bible.    Donald Townsley (Taken from "The Voice", August 1977) 


