
OBJECTIONS TO BAPTISM ANSWERED  

Notes by Donald Townsley 
 

1.  One can hardly learn that there is such a thing as baptism taught in the word of God without learning its design. 

 (a)  Many are confused because of false teachers. 

2.  There are preachers who will say just about everything about baptism but what the Bible says. 

3.  Mark 16: 15, 16; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; Rom. 6: 3, 4; Gal. 3:27; I Pet. 3:21 -- In spite of all this, many people make 
 various objections to baptism and try to prove it has nothing to do with man's salvation. 

4.  The chief objectors to baptism are denominational preachers. 

 (a)  It is unfortunate that these objections are made. 

 (b)  Gospel teachers have to spend much time refuting these objections. 

5.  It does not take much time to teach, but much time is consumed "cutting out weeds" to provide room for the 
 truth. 

6.  "Just preach the gospel and let error alone." 

 (a)  To say that would be like saying to a farmer, "Just plant your corn and leave the weeds alone." 

 (b)  I have worn out more plow points than I have Bibles -- I know the weeds must be gotten out. 

 

I.  "PLACES SALVATION IN THE HANDS OF ANOTHER MAN": 

 1.  "If baptism is essential to salvation, then salvation is in the hands of another man." 

  (a)  The ones who make this charge preach to other people. 

  (b)  We are dependent on another man for faith -- I Cor. 1: 21; Rom. 10: 14 - 16, 17 

  (c)  Suppose one could not read the Bible?  Someone would have to read it to him. 

  (d)  We are dependent on the translators. 

  (e)  If we could read the original we would still be dependent on the inspired men -- Rom. 10 

  (f)  One cannot have faith without other men being involved.  

II.  "FALLING LIMBS AND HEART ATTACKS" 

 1.  Suppose one is on his way to be baptized and a limb falls on him, or he has a heart attack, or something  
  happens to him so that he dies? 

  (a)  The same could happen to a man at the "mourner's bench". 

  (b)  Falling limbs and heart attacks do not change Acts 2:38 or I Pet. 1:23. 

III.  "SUPPOSE A MAN  IS IN A DESERT?" 

 1.  "Suppose a man is in a desert and cannot find any water to be baptized.  Does that mean he would be lost?" 

 2.  He might be thirsty and need a drink. 

 3.  There were deserts in the days of the Lord and apostles, and they preached baptism is essential -- Mark  
  16:15 - 16; I Pet. 3:21 



IV.  "PARENTS WERE NOT BAPTIZED" 

 1.  Some think baptism could not be essential to the remission of sins because they have loved ones who have  
  died and who were not baptized into Christ. 

 2.  What loved ones have done or not done has nothing to do with God's will -- Matt. 10:37. 

 3.  The God who created heaven and earth gave his Son is able to make heaven a place where those who  
  enter will not go through eternity worrying about loved ones. 

 4.  No one will be judged by his loved ones or for his loved ones.  II Cor. 5:10; Phil. 2:12. 

 5.  In our limited thinking ability, it is impossible for us to conceive of the spiritual realm and its pleasures and  
  joys. 

 6.  In Luke 16: 19 -  we read about two men dying. 

  (a)  In the hadean habitation each of these men occupied their respective places. 

  (b)  When the rich learned he could not better his state, he wanted his brethren warned. 

   1.  He was told they had Moses and the prophets -- 16:31 

   2.  No doubt they were like many people today. 

    a.  They probably would say, "If that be so, my dead brother is lost." 

V.  IS BAPTISM JUST A "BODILY ACT"? 

 1.  "Baptism could not be essential to salvation because it is just a bodily act." 

 2.  The same objectors do not object to all the bodily acts that are participated in at many denominational  
  services. 

 3.  Baptism is not just a bodily act. 

  (a)  The act of baptism involves man's spirit and God's spirit. 

   1.  Man obeys God's spirit from the heart -- Rom. 6:3, 16, 17,18 

 4.  To say baptism is not essential because it is a bodily act would be like reasoning that preaching is not  
  essential because it is a bodily act, or singing, or praying -- I Cor. 1: 21; I Thess. 5:17 

VI.  "NOT OF WORKS !" 

 1.  The favorite objection of denominational preachers to water baptism is, "Baptism is a work, and we are not  
  saved by works."  Then they quote Eph. 2: 8, 9. 

  (a)  Here Paul was talking about works of the law. 

  (b)  The Holy Spirit did not exclude every kind of works.  Acts 10: 34 - 35 -- this is revealed in the gospel.   
   Rom 1:17 

  (c)  Faith is a work -- John 6:29 

  (d)  Repentance is called a work -- Jonah 3:10; Matt. 12:41 

VII.  "SALVATION IS A GIFT." 

 1.  It is often said that "salvation is a gift", and therefore baptism could not be essential to salvation. 

 2.  It is,( Eph. 2:8) but that does not exclude conditions. 

 3.  Those who say baptism is not essential say belief and repentance are conditions. 



 4.  Jericho was a gift to Israel -- Josh. 6: 1, 2 

 5.  Canaan Land. 

 6.  All good things are from God -- they are gifts -- James 1:17.  

  (a)  Conditions -- Matt. 6:33 

VIII.  "WATER SALVATION" 

 1.  Some say that we believe the power is in the water. 

  (a)  We have been called "water ducks", and "water dogs". 

  (b)  We believe that the power is in the blood -- I John 1:7 

 2.  The ones who accuse us of this, practice it. 

  (a)  They baptize babies. 

IX.  "TRUST IN WATER" 

 1. " Cause people to trust in the water." 

  (a)  Naaman -- II Kings 5 

  (b)  Blind man -- John 9: 1 - 7 

X. " MANY HAVE NOT BEEN BAPTIZED" 

 1.  Do you think that will stand between them and heaven? 

 2.  Many have not believed. 

XI.  "BAPTISM SAVES, BUT IT IS HOLY GHOST BAPTISM" 

 1.  Many say Mark 16:16 is Holy Spirit baptism. 

 2.  Holy Spirit baptism was not for the remission of sins. 

 3.  Holy Spirit baptism was a promise -- Luke 24:49; Matt. 3:11 

 4.  Christ is administrator of Holy Spirit baptism -- John 1:33; Matt. 3:11 

 5.  Eph. 4:5 --  one baptism --water. 

CONCLUSION 

Have you been scripturally baptized?  If not, you are in your sins. 
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