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Paul's Letter To The Colossians 

Lesson One 

I.  THE CITY OF COLOSSAE  1.  LOCATION   (1)  About 100 miles east of Ephesus; on the western border of Phrygia in Asia Minor.   (2)  On the southern bank of the River Lycus, about 12 miles up the river from Heirapolis     and Laodicea (these cities were six mile apart).  Col. 2:1; 4: 13 ,16    1.  It was not as large, nor as important as its neighboring cities.    2.  All these cities were in the valley of the River Lycus.   (3)  It was located on the main overland trade route between eastern and western Asia     Minor.    1.  At one time it was a flourishing commercial city, transporting and trading in wool,      textiles, and a type of dye unique to that area.    2.  By the first century its importance had waned.  2.  Religious influences in the area were diverse. 
 

II.  THE CHURCH AT COLOSSAE  1.  BEGINNING   (1)  It seems that the gospel was preached in Colossae during Paul's stay at Ephesus.    1.  We are told in the book of Acts that during Paul's stay in Ephesus people throughout      Asia heard the word (Acts 19:10).   (2)  Epaphras evidently heard Paul at Ephesus and returned to his home in Colossae to     preach the gospel and establish the church (Col. 1: 5 -7; 4: 12 - 13).  2.  The church was largely made up of Gentiles, which can be seen from the following passages:   (1)  Col. 1:21   (2)  Col. 1:27   (3)  Col. 2:13   (4)  Col. 3: 5 - 7  (these sins were characteristic of the Gentiles). 
III.  DATE OF WRITING  1.  On Paul's third preaching tour he spent a long period at Ephesus --three (3) years ( Acts    19:8; 19:10; 20 :31). 
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 2.  Upon his return from the third journey he was arrested in Jerusalem.  3.  He was taken to Caesarea, appealed to Caesar, and was taken to Rome.  4.  While in prison in Rome, Epaphras came to see him from Colossae and reported the     condition of the church there (Acts 28: 30 -31; Col. 1: 7 - 8).  5.  Paul's imprisonment in Rome is dated about 60 - 62 A. D., and this letter to the Colossians    was written sometime during this period.  6.  The letter was probably taken to Colossae, along with the letter to Philemon, by Tychicus and   Onesimus ( Col. 4: 7 - 9).  
QUESTIONS 1.   How far was Colossae from Ephesus?  __________________________________________________________________ 2.  Was the city of Colossae a flourishing commercial city in the first century?  _________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 3.  Where was Colossae located?  ____________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 4.  What main trade route was it on?  ________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 5.  How far was Colossae from Heirapolis and Laodicea?  _________________________________________________ 6.  When was the gospel first preached in Colossae?  ______________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 7.  Who first preached the gospel to the Colossians?  ______________________________________________________ 8.  Who largely made up the church at Colossae?  __________________________________________________________ 9.  On Paul's third preaching tour, how long did he spend in Ephesus?  __________________________________ 10.  Where was Paul arrested?  ______________________________________________________________________________ 11.  From Jerusalem where was he taken?  _________________________________________________________________ 12.  When Paul appealed to Caesar, where was he taken?  ________________________________________________ 13.  Who came to Rome and told Paul about the condition of the church at Colossae?  _________________ 14.  When was this letter written?  __________________________________________________________________________ 15.  Who took the letter to Colossae?  _______________________________________________________________________ 
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Paul's Letter To The Colossians 

Lesson TWO 

I.  REASON FOR THE LETTER 

 1.  The primary purpose was to save the church from the false doctrine which denied the    preeminence and all-sufficiency of Christ.   (1)  Paul counters this doctrine by setting forth WHO Christ is and WHAT Christ has done in     God's plan for human redemption.   (2)  The person who does not realize that we are complete in Christ (Col. 2:10), and that "all  
   the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" are in Him (Col. 2:3), will be enticed into     something which claims to complete God's will.    1.  All perversion of Christianity attack the sufficiency of the New Testament revelation      in order to make room for some "latter revelation".     (1)  Examples:      1.  Mary Baker Eddy -- Christian Science      2.  Joseph Smith -- Latter-Day Saints      3.  Roman Papacy      4.  Doctrine of "direct operation" of the Holy Spirit.    2.  All these teach the insufficiency of the scriptures.     (1)  Not finding what they want to find (their doctrines) in the scriptures, they       declare that the scriptures are insufficient, then they introduce their own       doctrine.   (3)  Men must understand the truth of Colossians 2:3, or they will be beguiled (Col. 2:4).   (4)  We are complete in Christ -- Col. 2:10.  
II.  PAUL AFFIRMS THAT CHRIST IS SUFFICIENT IN THE FOLLOWING POINTS:  

 1.  He is KING (Col. 1:13; 3:1).  2.  He is DELIVERER ( Col. 1:13).  3.  He is REDEEMER (Col. 1:14; I Cor. 6:20; I Pet. 1: 18 - 19).  4.  He is the IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD (Col. 1:15).   (1)  Heb. 1:3   (2)  John 1:18  "He hath declared Him". 
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  1.  He has revealed, explained, made known, God to man (John 14: 7 - 9 ).  5.  He is the "firstborn of every creature" ( Col. 1:15.   (1)  "Over all creation He occupies the relation of Supremacy, such as is accorded to the     firstborn."  (Lipscomb, Commentary on Colossians, pgs. 258 - 259).  6.  He is Creator (Col. 1:16).   (1)  Of things in heaven and things on earth.   (2)  They were created by Him and for Him.   (3)  John 1:3  7.  He was "before all things" ( Col. 1:17).   (1)  John 1: 1 - 2; John 17:5; Phil. 2: 5 - 8   (2)  He is eternal .  (Psa. 90:2; John 8:54; 8:24).  8.  He is the sustainer, upholder, of all things (Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3)   (1)  By Christ's power through the word (the medium of that power) the universe is upheld     -- held together, consists ( 2 Pet. 3:7).  9.  He is the Head of the church (Col. 1:18).   (1)  As Head, He has all authority (Matt. 28:18; 23: 8, 10).   (2)  Christ is the Head and Master in the church, with none sharing these prerogatives with     Him (Eph. 1: 22 - 23).  10.  He is "the firstborn from the dead" (Col. 1: 18; Rev. 1:5; I Cor. 15:20).   (1)  He was the first raised from the dead to die no more (Rev. 1: 18; Rom. 6:9).  11.  He has the preeminence (Col. 1:18).  12.  He is the fullness of the Godhead (Col. 1: 19; 2:9; Matt. 1: 23).   (1)  Complete Deity and Godhead with perfect humanity (I Tim. 3:16)  13.  He is the one and only Reconciler ( Col. 1: 20 - 23; Eph. 2: 13 - 16).  14.  He contains all wisdom and knowledge (Col. 2:3).   (1)  In Jesus Christ all the precious truth of God is found (John 8:32).   (2)  The wisdom here spoken of is God's wise plan for man's salvation.   (3)  There is no wisdom concerning man's salvation outside of Christ.   (4)  It is wisdom long hidden from the world, but now made known in Christ ( I Cor. 2: 1- 13;    Heb. 1:2; Eph. 3: 1 - 5).   (5)  This revelation is "according to the eternal purpose of God" (Eph. 3:3, 11). 
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  (6)  The knowledge hidden in Christ is the knowledge required by man to guide him in the     way of life.    1.  This knowledge will satisfy man's every desire that is of a spiritual nature.    2.  In Christ is revealed all that is necessary for man to know (Eph. 1:3).    3.  There is no need to appeal to philosophy or the wisdom of the world.     (1)  I Cor. : 20 - 24     (2)  James 3:15  
QUESTIONS 

 1.  What was the primary purpose of the Colossian letter?  _______________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 2.  How did Paul counter the false doctrine that was disturbing the church at Colossae?  ______________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 3.  What must one believe to keep him from being enticed into thinking he needs more than the  word of God?   _____________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 4.  What do all perversions of Christianity attack?  ________________________________________________________   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 5.  Give some examples of false religions that attack the sufficiency of the New Testament:  __________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 6.  What truth must we understand in order to keep from being beguiled?  _____________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 7.  Do we need any more than Christ to be saved?  _________________________________________________________ 8.  Discuss Christ's sufficiency as King:  _____________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 9.  Discuss Christ's sufficiency as Deliverer:  ________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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10.  Discuss Christ's sufficiency as Redeemer:  _____________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 11.  Discuss Christ, the image of the invisible God:  ________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 12.  Discuss Christ, "the firstborn of every creature":  ______________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 13.  Discuss Christ the Creator:  ______________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 14.  Discuss Christ "before all things": _______________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 15.  Discuss Christ the sustainer, upholder of all things:  __________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 16.  Discuss Christ the Head of the church:  _________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 17.  Discuss Christ "the firstborn from the dead":  __________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 18.  Discuss the preeminence of Christ:  _____________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 19.  Discuss Christ, the "fullness of the Godhead" :___________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 20.  Discuss Christ, the container of all wisdom and all knowledge:  _____________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 21.  Discuss Christ, the one and only Reconciler:  __________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________      
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 Paul's Letter To The Colossians 

Lesson Three 

 

I.  OUR SUFFICIENCY IS IN CHRIST  1.  This is the conclusion one must reach from the fact that we are "complete" or "made full" in    Him ( Col. 2: 10; 1:19).  2.  We cannot make true progress apart from Him ( Col. 2:19).  3.  God has placed in Him "all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge"  (Col. 2:3; Heb. 1: 1 - 2).  4.  Christ is the only source of strength to the Christian (Col. 2: 6 - 7).  
II.  SOURCES OF THE ATTACKS ON THE SUFFICIENCY OF CHRIST 

 1.  The philosophies of men (Col. 2:8).   (1)  We do not need the philosophies of men for our spiritual enlightenment ( Col. 2:10).   (2)  To think that the religion of Christ needs to be completed or supplanted by the      philosophies of men is to fail to heed Colossians 2:8, Colossians 2: 10, and is open to the     way that which will "spoil" you (Col. 2:8).  2.  The efforts of those who would take them back under the law of Moses ( Col. 2: 11 - 17).   (1)  Paul points out that Christ, by His death on the cross, had taken the law "out of the way,  
   nailing it to his cross;" , and that Christians were not to be judged for not keeping its     ceremonies (Col. 2 :14 - 17).     (2)  Paul also pointed out the circumcision is no longer a circumcision of the flesh; in Christ     it is a circumcision that separates a man's sins from his life by his obedience to the     gospel (Col. 2: 11 - 12).  3.  The traditions of men ( Col. 2: 18 - 23).   (1)  In Colossians 2: 18 - 23 Paul gives two reasons why human authority is not to be     observed.    1.  Christians have died with Christ from the rudiments of the world and should no      longer subject themselves to human authority (Col. 2: 20).    2.  All the precepts and doctrines of men perish with the using:  the observance of      doctrines of men are of no spiritual value (Col. 2:22, 23).  
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III.  "GNOSTICISM" -  THE PHILOSOPHY THREATENING TO "SPOIL" THEM (Col. 3). 

 1.  The Gnostic doctrine:  all flesh and material things are evil; the spirit is good.   (1)  The flesh, they taught, is bad and cannot do anything but evil.   (2)  They taught that to give full satisfaction to fleshly desires would not corrupt nor     condemn the spirit of man, because the spirit had been sanctified through faith in Christ.   (3)  Their philosophy was for one to gratify, to fulfill, all of his earthly desires because he     would not be any worse off if he did!  2.  Paul offsets this teaching in chapter 3 by emphasizing:   (1)  That the Christian is "dead" to sin; his life is "hid with Christ in God" (Col. 3:3), and he     should set his affections upon things above (Col. 3: 1 - 3).    1.  Phil. 1:21    2.  Gal. 2:20   (2)  That our members which are upon the earth are to be put to death (Col. 3: 5 - 9).   (3)  That we are to put on, "as the elect of God" the characteristics of righteousness that     evidence the rule of Christ in our hearts. (Col. 3: 10 -17)   (4)  That one's daily living, in all relationships of life, must be according to the will of Christ     (Col. 3: 17 - 4:6). 
IV.  PERSONAL GREETINGS -  Col. 4: 7 - 18  

questions 1.  Where is our sufficiency found?  __________________________________________________________________________ 2.  Can Christians make any progress apart from Christ?  _________________________________________________ 3.  What has God placed in Christ?  __________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 4.  What is the Christian's only source of strength?  ________________________________________________________ 5.  When men think the religion of Christ needs to be completed or supplemented, what have they  failed to understand?  ____________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 6.  What did Christ do with the law of Moses when He died on the cross?  _______________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 7.  What is the "circumcision" in Christ?  ____________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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8.  What two reasons did Paul give for not doing the things prescribed by human authority?  ________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 9.  Define the "Gnostic" doctrine:  ____________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 10.  How did Paul offset the Gnostic doctrine?  _____________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________                      
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Paul's Letter To The Colossians 

Lesson FOUR 

COLOSSIANS CHAPTER ONE 

Questions 1.  By whose will was Paul an apostle of  Jesus Christ?  ____________________________________________________ 2.  Who was Paul's companion when he wrote the letter?  ________________________________________________ 3.  To whom is the letter addressed?  __________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 4.  What two things was Paul thankful for?  (1)  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________  (2)  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 5.  Where had they learned about the hope of heaven?  ___________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 6.  Where else had the gospel been preached besides Colossae?  _________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 7.  When the gospel is preached what does it bring forth?  ________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 8.  Who had taught the Colossians the truth?  ______________________________________________________________ 9.  What had Epaphras told Paul about the Colossians?  ___________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 10.  List the things Paul prayed for on their behalf:  ________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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11.  In the New King James version, Colossians 1:12 reads:  "giving thanks to the Father who has 
 qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light." 

 (1)  How does God qualify us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints?  _____________________   _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 12.  From what had the Colossians been delivered?  _______________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 13.  They had been translated into what?  __________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 14.  Where is redemption found?  ___________________________________________________________________________ 15.  In whose image is Christ?  _______________________________________________________________________________ 16.  What does "the firstborn of every creature" mean?  ____________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 17.  Who created all things in heaven and in earth?  _______________________________________________________ 18.  What does the expression, "by him all things consist" mean?  ________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 19.  Who is the head of the Church?  _________________________________________________________________________ 20.  In whom does "all fullness" dwell?  _____________________________________________________________________ 21.  How were they reconciled unto God?  __________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 22.  What was their condition before they were reconciled?  _____________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 23.  How did Christ present them "holy and unblameable and unreproveable"?  _________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 24.  What are they told not to be moved away from?  ______________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 25.  The body of Christ is the _______________________________________________________________________________. 
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26.  Paul was made a minister according to what?  _________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 27.  Tell what the "mystery" is in verse 26:  _________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 28.  This mystery was made known among whom?  _______________________________________________________ 29.  Who would have to be "in" the Gentiles if they were to have the hope of glory?  ___________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 30.  Whom did Paul preach?  _________________________________________________________________________________ 31.  How did he preach?  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 32.  How did he want to present every man?  _______________________________________________________________ 33.  What kind of effort did Paul put forth to present every man perfect in Christ Jesus?  ______________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________               
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Paul's Letter To The Colossians 

Lesson FIVE 

COLOSSIANS CHAPTER TWO 

QUESTIONS 1.  Did Paul want them to know his "great conflict" or "striving" for them?  _____________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 2.  Who else, besides Colossae, did he have "great conflict" for?  __________________________________________ 3.  In what were their hearts to be "knit" together?  ________________________________________________________ 4.  Could the Colossians understand the "mystery of God" ?  _______________________________________________ 5.  What was "the mystery of God"?  (Col. 1:27; 2:2; Eph. 3: 3 - 5; 3:9)  ____________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 6.  What did Paul say was hid in Christ?  ____________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 7.  Why did Paul say what he said in verse 3 (read verse 4)?  _____________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 8.  How did Paul say he was present with them?  ___________________________________________________________ 9.  In whom were the Colossians to walk?  __________________________________________________________________ 10.  In whom were they to be rooted and built up?  ________________________________________________________ 11.  They were to be "stablished in _______________________________________  _______________________________." 12.  What were they to beware of?  __________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 13.  In whom does the "fullness of the Godhead bodily" dwell?  ____________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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14.  In whom are children of God complete?  _______________________________________________________________ 15.  What is put off in the "circumcision of Christ"?  ________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 16.  What is the act of the "circumcision of Christ" ?  _______________________________________________________ 17.  What were the Colossians once "dead in" ?  ____________________________________________________________ 18.  What did they do to have their sins forgiven?  _________________________________________________________ 19.  What did Christ do  with the law of Moses?  ___________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 20.  What did Christ do to principalities and powers?  _____________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 21.  In what were they to let no man judge them?  _________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 22.  What was the law?  (Col. 2:17; Heb. 10:1)  _____________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 23.  How did Paul say men could "beguile" them of their reward?  _______________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 24.  From where does the body receive its nourishment and growth?  ___________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 25.  What question is asked in verse 20?  ___________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 26.  List the ordinances of men:  _____________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 27.  What would happen to these ordinances?  _____________________________________________________________ 28.  These ordinances make a "show" in what kind of worship?  _________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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29.  What is "will worship"?  __________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 30.  Are these ordinances of any value?  _____________________________________________________________________                        
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Paul's Letter To The Colossians 

Lesson six 

COLOSSIANS CHAPTER THREE 

QUESTIONS 1.   What does the expression "risen with Christ" refer to?  ________________________________________________ 2.  What should those risen with Christ seek?  ______________________________________________________________ 3.  Where is Christ now sitting?  _____________________________________________________________________________ 4.  Where are Christians to "set their affections" ?  _________________________________________________________ 5.  Where are they not to set their affections?  ______________________________________________________________ 6.  What are Christians "dead" to?  ___________________________________________________________________________ 7.  Where is the life of a Christian "hid" ?  ___________________________________________________________________ 8.  When Christ shall appear, what will Christians do?  ____________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 9.  What are we to do to our members which are upon the earth?  _______________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 10.  Define:  (This list is from the King James Version)  (1)  Fornication:  __________________________________________________________________________________________   _________________________________________________________________________________________________________  (2)  Uncleanness:  _________________________________________________________________________________________  (3)  Inordinate affection:  ________________________________________________________________________________   _________________________________________________________________________________________________________  (4)  Evil concupiscence:  __________________________________________________________________________________  (5)  Covetousness:  _______________________________________________________________________________________   _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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11.  If we are guilty of these sins, what will come on us?  __________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 12.  Had the Christians at Colossae lived in these sins in times past?  ____________________________________ 13.  What sins did Paul say they were to put off?  __________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 14.  What had the Christians at Colossae "put off" ?  _______________________________________________________ 15.  What had they "put on" ?  ________________________________________________________________________________ 16.  Are there any distinctions in Christ?  (verse 11)  ______________________________________________________ 17.  List the things we are to put on:  ________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 18.  How are Christians to treat one another?  ______________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 19.  What is love (charity - KJV)?  ____________________________________________________________________________ 20.  What is to rule our hearts?  ______________________________________________________________________________ 21.  Into what were they called?  _____________________________________________________________________________ 22.  In what are we to teach and admonish one another?  _________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 23.  What does it mean to "do all in the name of the Lord Jesus" ?  _________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 24.  What did Paul tell wives to do unto their husbands?  _________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 25.  What are husbands to do and not to do toward their wives?    TO DO:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  NOT TO DO:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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26.  What are children to do to their parents?  ______________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 27.  What are fathers not to do to their children?  __________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 28.  Describe how servants are to obey their masters:  ____________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 29.  What will happen to one who does wrong?  (verse 25)  ______________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________                 
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Paul's Letter To The Colossians 

Lesson SEVEN 

COLOSSIANS CHAPTER FOUR 

QUESTIONS 1.  How were masters to treat their servants?  ____________________________________________________  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 2.  They were to continue in what?  ________________________________________________________________ 3.  What did Paul want them to pray for? (verses 3, 4)  __________________________________________  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 4.  Why was Paul in bonds?  ________________________________________________________________________ 5.  How are we to "walk" toward those without?  _________________________________________________ 6.  How is our speech always to be?  _______________________________________________________________  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 7.  What was Tychicus' mission to the Colossians?  ( Col. 4: 7 - 9)  ______________________________  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 8.  Who is Onesimus? (verse 9; read also Philemon 10 - 16)  ____________________________________  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 9.  Name the three fellow-workers of Paul who sent greetings to the Colossians:  _____________  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 10.  What did Epaphras do for the Colossians?  ___________________________________________________  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 11.  Who did Epaphras have great zeal for?  _______________________________________________________  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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12.  What was Luke's profession in the world?  ___________________________________________________ 13.  Tell all you can about Demas:  _________________________________________________________________  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 14.  Who does Paul send greetings to through the Colossian brethren?  (verse 15)  ___________  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 15.  After they had read this letter, what were they to do?  ______________________________________  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 16.  What other epistle were they to read?  _______________________________________________________ 17.  What were they to say to Archippus?  _________________________________________________________  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 18.  Was the salutation of this letter in Paul's handwriting?  ____________________________________               
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Paul's Letter To PHILEMON 

Lesson EIGHT 

 

INTRODUCTION: 1.  In order to understand this letter we need to understand something about the background of the  time in which it was written. 2.  Roman society was divided into two great classes -- the bond and the free. 3.  Slaves made up from one-half to two-thirds of the population of the Roman Empire.  (1)  There were 60,000,000 slaves in the Roman Empire. 4.  Most slaves were prisoners of Rome's Imperial wars, or were debtors whom greedy creditors  had sold in much the same way a real estate broker today would foreclose a mortgage. 5.  These slaves had no civil rights under the law -- they were considered "property", not "persons". 6.  The masters of these slaves had absolute authority over them in all matters of life and of death. 7.  The master's idea was to "keep the slaves in their place", to rule with an iron hand.  (1)  The slaves were given very little justice or mercy -- they were struck down like beasts if    they threatened to get out of hand.  (2)  It was common for a slave to be killed for theft or for attempted escape, or to be mutilated    for petty offenses.    (3)  The Emperor Augustus crucified one of his slaves for the simple offense of eating a quail    that was intended for the royal table. 
(*Note:  Most of this information was taken from Dwight Stevenson's book, "Preaching on the Books of the New Testament". ) 8.  You can see that Onesimus could have faced severe punishment from his master, but Paul  interceded for him. 
 

I.  THE LETTER WAS WRITTEN TO PHILEMON.  1.  Philemon   (1)  Philemon was, it seems, a well-to-do citizen of Colossae and an active Christian. 
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  (2)  It seems that Paul had converted him. (verse 19)   (3)  He and Paul were friends.  (verse 1)   (4)  The expression "and to the church in thy house" (verse 2) means the church met in his     house -- the church at Colossae.  2.  Apphia:  It seems that Apphia was Philemon's wife.  3.  Archippus:  Was a preacher, and many think he was Philemon's son. 
II.  THE LETTER CONCERNED ONESIMUS  1.  Onesimus -  a runaway slave who had belonged to Philemon.   (1)  He had a good name -- it meant "profitable", but he had not lived up to his name. (verse     11)  2.  Rome was a favorite place for runaway slaves, and Onesimus had gone there.  3.  In Rome he had come under the influence of Paul, and Paul had converted him to the gospel.     (verse 10)  4.  For some reason, Onesimus owed Philemon; Paul said he would stand good for it. (verses 18    - 19) 
III.  DATE OF THE LETTER 

 1.  This letter was sent at the same time of the Ephesian and Colossian letters. (Philemon 10,13;    Col. 4:7 - 9; Eph. 6: 21 - 22)  2.  Paul was a prisoner in Rome (Philemon 1).  3.  Paul's imprisonment at Rome is dated about 60 - 62 A.D. 
IV.  PURPOSE OF THE LETTER 

 1.  To intercede with Philemon:   (1)  To forgive the runaway slave (Onesimus).   (2)  To receive Onesimus back as "a brother beloved".  (verse 16)   (3)  To receive Onesimus back as he would receive him (Paul).  (verse 17)  2.  Paul offers to pay Philemon anything that Onesimus might owe him.  (verse 18 - 19) 
V.  THE RETURN OF ONESIMUS 

 1. Paul acknowledges Philemon's legal claim on Onesimus, and sends him back.  (verses 9 - 14) 
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 2.  He asks Philemon to receive him back as a "brother beloved".  (verse 16) 
VI.  OTHERS WITH PAUL WHO SEND GREETINGS TO PHILEMON 

 1.  Timothy - Philemon 1  2.  Epaphras, who is from Colossae (Col. 4:12; 1:7)  3.  John Mark (Marcus) - verse 23  4.  Aristarchus - verse 23  5.  Demas - verse 24  6.  Lucas (Luke) - verse 24  
QUESTIONS ON THE OVERVIEW 

 1.  What two classes were found in Roman society?  _______________________________________________________ 2.  How many slaves were in the Roman Empire?  _________________________________________________________ 3.  Did these slaves have any civil rights?  ___________________________________________________________________ 4.  Who had absolute authority over them?  ________________________________________________________________ 5.  What did Emperor Augustus do to one of his slaves for eating a quail intended for the royal  table?  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 6.  Why were there so many slaves in the Roman empire?  ________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 7.  How did masters treat their slaves?  _____________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 8.  Could Onesimus have faced severe punishment?  _______________________________________________________ 9.  Tell who Philemon was:  __________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 10.  Where did Philemon live?  _______________________________________________________________________________ 11.  What was Paul's relationship with Philemon?  ________________________________________________________ 
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12.  Who was Apphia?  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 13.  Who was Archippus?  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 14.  What was the purpose of the letter?  ___________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 15.  When was the letter written?  ___________________________________________________________________________ 16.  What did the name Onesimus mean?  __________________________________________________________________ 17.  What city was a favorite place for runaway slaves?  ___________________________________________________ 18.  Who converted Onesimus?  ______________________________________________________________________________ 19.  Did Paul acknowledge Philemon's legal claim on Onesimus?  ________________________________________ 20.  What did Paul do with Onesimus?  ______________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 21.  How did Paul tell Philemon to treat Onesimus?  _______________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 22.  Name those with Paul who sent greetings to Philemon:  ______________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________           
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Paul's Letter To PHILEMON 

Lesson NINE 

  

QUESTIONS ON THE TEXT OF THE BOOK OF PHILEMON  1.  How does Paul refer to himself?  _________________________________________________________________________ 2.  Who does Paul include with himself in his greetings to Philemon?  ___________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 3.  How does Paul refer to Philemon?  _______________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 4.  How many times does Paul refer to his imprisonment in the chapter?  _______________________________ 5.  In what New Testament book do we learn that Paul was imprisoned in Rome?  (give book,  chapter and verses)  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 6.  Who does it seem that Apphia was?  _____________________________________________________________________ 7.  Who was Archippus?  (Col. 4:17)  ________________________________________________________________________ 8.  What is the meaning of the expression "to the church in thy house"?  _________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 9.  List other places in the scriptures where Paul uses the same form of greetings as in verse 3:  _____  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 10.  Did Paul always mention Philemon in his prayers?  ___________________________________________________ 11.  List the good things Paul had heard about Philemon:  ________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 12.  In verse six, what did Paul pray for?  ___________________________________________________________________ 13.  What did Paul have great joy and consolation in?  _____________________________________________________ 
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14.  Did Paul enjoin (command) or beseech Philemon concerning Onesimus?  __________________________ 15.  Who converted Onesimus?  ______________________________________________________________________________ 16.  What change had been brought about in Onesimus?  _________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 17.  How was Philemon to receive Onesimus? ( verses 12, 16, 17)  _______________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 18.  Could Paul have used Onesimus to help him?  _________________________________________________________ 19.  Why did Paul not keep Onesimus?  _____________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 20.  Did Onesimus' running away turn out to be a blessing?  ______________________________________________ 21.  What did Paul tell Philemon about the indebtedness of Onesimus to him?  _________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 22.  If Philemon did what Paul told him to do, what would this do for Paul?  (verse 20)  _______________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 23.  What did Paul think Philemon would do about Onesimus?  __________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 24.  What did Paul want Philemon to prepare for him?  ___________________________________________________ 25.  What would be the means of Paul's release that he might visit Philemon?   _________________________ 26.  Name those who were with Paul:  _______________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 27.  Summarize what is taught in this book:  ________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  Material on Colossians and Philemon written by Donald Townsley, June 1988 
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