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Introduction
Proverbs is a book of practical wisdom. Succinct says-

ings condense this wisdom so that is stirs interest and sticks
in the memory. There is a blending of wit that makes wisdom
sparkle. .

John R. Sampey correctly notes that "wisdom" in this
book "includes intellectual insight, practical conduct, and
piety." I like to think of Proverbs as a book of down-to-
earth heavenly wisdom.

J. Sidlow Baxter describes the general message of the book
as Prudence through Precept." A.F. Walls calls it "a book
of discipline" which touches on every department of life.

Robert L. Alden compares the book of Proverbs to
medicine - often needed but not in large doses. "The 'stuff
of Proverbs has already been distilled so that its advice
comes to us in highly concentrated form. These sage tidbits
have been boiled down, trimmed, honed, polished, and
sharpened to where a little goes a long way."

The technicalities of the book of Proverbs (literary forms,
date of writing, authorship, etc.) have not been my concern
in the material appearing in Guardian of Truth. I have
selected a sampling of what the book offers. The particular
proverbs on which Ihave written deal with a variety of sub-
jects. My aim has been to probe these pointed gems of
wisdom, outlining and illustrating ways in which they are
applicable today.

Although I have done precious little preaching on Pro-
verbs, the book is rich with sermon starters. Perhaps some
who read Guardian of Truth will be challenged by its con-
tents to take a fresh look at an Old Testament book which
provides seed ready for sowing.

The book of Proverbs is refreshingly different. Its ap-
proach demands reflection. Its thoughts are crisp. Its
spiritual tone enriches. Its instructions are useful. Its com-
munication is profound. Charmed by its colorful com-
parisons and contrasts, one is led to drink of its prudence.

Knowledge Begins With Reverence
"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but

fools despise wisdom and instruction" (prov. 1:7).-- This gem from the gold mine of Proverbs sometimes is
considered the motto for the entire book.

Fear of Jehovah
To the minds of some individuals the word "fear" denotes

dread, terror, alarm, or fright. They think of that which dis-
quiets or horrifies. This is not the kind of fear which God
wants us to have.

The fear which God teaches us to have toward Him is awe
or reverence, adoration and respect. This holy fear is link-
ed closely with love.

As a young preacher, I once sat Inzclass of older men
on Sunday morning and witnessed a heated discussion be-
tween two brethren on the subject of fear and love. One af-
firmed that mature Christians serve God out of love, not
fear; the other argued that fear is the strongest movtive for
service, Neither bothered to define "fear." The fear that
perfect love casts out (1 In. 4:18) is not reverence, but rather
the fear that hath torment, that is, dread of horror.

To love God with all the heart, soul, strength, and mind
necessitates reverence and respect. This is the "fear of the
Lord" that brings blessings to us. "0 fear the Lord, ye his
saints: for there is no want to them that fear him" (Psa.
34:9).

Fear and trust go together. "0 Israel, trust thou in the
Lord: he is their help and their shield. . Ye ~.hatfear the

(]76)

Lord, trust in the Lord: he is their help and their shield"
(Psa. 115:11).

Reverential fear should be displayed in worship. David
said, "But as for me, I will come into thy house in the
multitude of thy mercy: and in thy fear will Iworship toward
thy holy temple" (Psa. 5:7).

Fear is shown in keeping God's commandments. "Let us
hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep
his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man" (Eccl,
12:13).

Fear is essential to acceptance with God. Peter said, "Of
a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: But
in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh
righteousness, is accepted with him" (Acts 10:34,35).

People transgress when there is "no fear of God before
their eyes" (Rom. 3:18).

The fear of God molds one's character. As William Gur-
naIl expressed it, "As the sculpture is on the seal, so will
the print of the wax be; if the fear of God be deeply engraven
on thy heart, there is no doubt but it will make a suitable
impression on the duty thou performest."

Peter packed a lot of thought into a few words when he
wrote, "Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God.
Honour the king" (1 Pet. 2:17). To be a Christian one must
be a God-fearing individual.
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Beginning of Knowledge
The Hebrew word translated "beginning" may mean "the

principal part" (marginal note). It is true that the fear of
the Lord is the chief part of knowledge. One who has never
learned to fear God, no matter what else he has learned,
is very much an ignoramus.

The word rendered in English as "beginning" may also
mean the starting point or initial step. Indeed, the founda-
tion of true knowledge is the fear of God. Knowledge which
is not built on that fear is worthless, Parents ought to teach
their children to fear the Lord before they send them off
to school to learn reading, writing, and arithmetic. And the
best way to teach this godly fear is by example.

"Of all things that are to be known this is most evident,
that God is to be/eared, to be reverenced, served, and wor-
shipped; this is so the beginning of knowledge that those
know nothing who do not know this" (Matthew Henry).

Scoffing Fools
Our English word "fool" translates a number of different

-

Hebrew words, so it does not always have the same shade
of meaning.

A "fool" may mean a boaster or one who makes a show
(Psa. 75:4). It may mean a stupid or silly person (Prov.
1:22,32). It may mean a wicked person (Prov. 17:7). It may
mean a thickheaded person (Ecc. 2:19; 10:3).

In Proverbs 1:7, "fool" means one who is evil or perverse.
This is the type of fool who is mean enough to despise
wisdom and instruction. He does not wish to be told about
his conduct, therefore he scorns wisdom and instruction.
His love of darkness prompts him to hate the light. He is
the fool of all fools!

Realizing that the fear of Jehovah is the beginning of
knowledge, let us walk in the fear of the Lord (Acts 9:31).
Let us pass the time of our sojourning here in fearJ.!.R~!.
1:17). Let us perfect holiness in the fear of GOd (2 Cor. 7:1).

t.:eCus submit ourselves one to another in the fear of God
(Eph. 5:21). Gr
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Dependence and Direction
Trust in the Lord with aUthine beart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all tby ways acknowledge bim, and
be sball direct tby paths (prov. 3:5, 6).

If there is a theme that runs throughout the book of Pro-
verbs with its variegated flavor, these verses summarize the
overall teaching.

Trusting God
"Trust in the Lord" means to show confidence, reliance,

dependence, and hope in Him. Trust implies faith, and faith
finds expression in obedience. To the extent that we are will-
ing to obey God, we trust Him.

Here are three valid reasons for trusting God:

(1) He merits the confidence of mankind. The inspired
record of God's dealing with humanity gives no case of His
proving untrustworthy.

(2) He rewards all who rely on Him and yield to His will.

(3) He can see the end of a thing from the beginning. We
never know how our undertakings are going to turn out
when we commence them.

Refusing to Lean on Human Understanding
Some trust the Lord in some things, but they rely on their

own understanding in other things. The proverb counsels
us, "Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not
unto thine own understanding."

Our ways are not God's ways. Our thoughts are not God's
thoughts (Isa. 55:8,9). Human plans are not divine plans.
Many things in life will never be understood by the person
who leans on his own understanding. A fool trusts in his
own heart.

God's wisdom is infinite; our understanding is limited and
imperfect. God knows all about everything; we know a lit-
tle about a few things.

But faithless men trust themselves rather than the Creator.
"Self-sufficiency and self-dependence have been the ruin of
mankind ever since the fall of Adam" (A. Clarke).

Acknowledging God in All Our Ways
Here are some things about God that we should

(198)

acknowledge in all our ways:

(1) He knows what is best. Like a child which cries for
the scissors, we often cry for things that are more injurious
than for our good. That is one reason why God does not
grant all that we ask. He has the wisdom to guard our
interests.

(2) He is right in all things. Not only is He right in what
He wills that we do in worship to Him, but also in what
He allots for our individual lives. He makes no mistakes.

(3) His will is designed to be our guide. In submitting to
His will we are admitting our inadequacy and our
dependence on Him.

(4) He controls the universe. While He allows His
creatures freedom of choice, He has not stepped down from
the throne on high. He is behind the rise and fall of nations.
He determines the times appointed and the bounds of our
habitations (Acts 27:26).

(5) He holds us accountable. All that we have is from Him
as a sacred trust. We are stewards. We cannot escape the
day of reckoning that is appointed for all men.

Direction For Our Steps
"In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy

paths."

God directs our steps by the lessons of the Bible. Through
His divine revelation of His will we are taught by precept
and example. To trust Him in all our ways requires our seek-
ing to know what He has revealed pertaining to all our
relationships.

God directs our steps by divine providence. The course
of events and the temporal surroundings which God pro-
vides for us are designed to be for our benefit if we trust
Him fully. "Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in
him; and he shall bring it to pass" (Psa. 37:5).

God does not choose the shortest and easiest way, but He
marks out the good and safe way. He led Israel through the
wilderness. He brought Job through suffering and agony.
He guided Paul through perils and persecution. He led
Joseph through slavery and imprisonment and worldly
honor. He guided Daniel safely through a den of lions. Sure-
ly He can guide our faltering footsteps.
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"Keep thy heart with all
diligence; for out of it are the
issues of life" (Prov. 4:23).

A person's outlook depends on the
state of his heart, not outward cir-
cumstances. One may be cheerful in
the face of depressing conditions, or he
may be miserable in the face of en-
couraging conditions. One's character
depends on the state of his heart.

- Why The Heart Needs Guarding
The following are a few basic

reasons why everyone needs to keep
watch over his heart:

(1) Thoughts are formed there.
"For out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts ... " (Matt. 15:19). The
word of God is a "discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart"
(Heb. 4: 12). "For as he thinketh in his
heart, so is he ... " (Prov. 23:7).
"And Jesus knowing their thoughts
said, Wherefore think ye evil in your
hearts?" (Matt. 9:4) Since all thinking
is done in the heart, it must be guard-
ed with all vigilance.

(2)Purposes areplanned there. "But
Daniel purposed in his heart that he
would not defile himself with the por-
tion of the king's meat ... " (Dan.
I:8). "Every man according as he pur-
ooseth in his heart, so let him give"
2 Cor. 9:7). Barnabas exhorted the
iew converts at Antioch "that with
.urpose of heart they would cleave to

....Iii.Lord" (Acts 11:24). Whether good

.,ad, all purposes and plans are
lade in the heart.

?32)

(3) Desires areproduced there. "For
the wicked boasteth of his heart's
desire. . ." (Psa. 10:3). "Delight
thyself also in the Lord; and he shall
give thee the desires of thine heart"
(Psa. 37:4). Paul said, "Brethren, my
heart's desire and prayer to God for
Israel is, that they might be saved"
(Rom. 10: 1). Desires arise in the heart,
hence it must be guarded carefully.

(4) Decisions are reached there. All
determinations, judgments, and con-
clusions are made in the heart. "Know
therefore this day, and consider it in
thine heart, that the Lord he is
God ... " (Deut. 4:39). "Judge in
yourselves ... "(1 Cor. 11:13). "My
heart is fixed, 0 God, my heart is fix-
ed. . ." (Psa. 57:7). All the reason-
ings, ponderings, and considerations
on which decisions are based, and all
the verdicts reached, call for guarding
against wrong conclusions.

(5) Actions are generated there.
"For from within, out of the heart of
men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries,
fornications, murders, thefts, covet-
ousness, wickedness, deceit,lascivious-
ness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride,
foolishness: All these evil things comes
from within, and defile the man" (Mk.
7:21-23). "A good man out of the
good treasure of his heart bringeth
forth that which is good; and an evil
man out of the evil treasure of his heart
bringeth forth that which is evil: for
out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaketh" (Lk. 6:45). The
words of the mouth and the deeds of
the life are but a reflection of the heart.
Whatever else might be worth guard-
ing, the heart demands close
watchfulness.

How to Keep the Heart
Each person must be his own heart-

keeper. Someone else might serve as
his housekeeper, shopkeeper, or
ground keeper, but no one else can be
the sentinel of his heart.

(1) Keep the understanding. Solo-
mon asked that he be given an
"understanding heart" (1 Kgs. 3:9).
God gave him "a wise and understand-
ing heart." But in later years Solomon
did not guard his heart. He married
foreign women who "turned away his
heart after other gods" (1 Kgs. 11:4).
The proper way to guard the under-
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standing is to keep the mind enlighten-
ed by the word of God.

(2) Keep the will. The volition is that
faculty of the heart that purposes,
choses, and decides. To guard it is to
keep it in submission to God's authori-
ty. " ... Not my will, but thine, be
done" (Lk. 22:42).

(3) Keep the memory. This is the
part of the heart that stores informa-
tion. It should be kept free of rubbish
and stocked with valuables. The Israel-
ites remembered the onions and garlic
that they had in Egypt and forgot the
mighty power of God.

(4) Keep the conscience. This is the
faculty of the heart that approves or
condemns. Paul was careful "to have
always a conscience void of offence
toward God, and toward men" (Acts
24:16).

(5) Keep the emotions. All our feel-
ings and passions must be controlled
according to the will of God. Holy
emotions should be stirred by the pro-
mises of the gospel. "Rejoice in the
Lord alway. . ," (Phil. 4:4).

Every faculty of the heart must be
kept under constant watchfulness.
"The power to talk straight, look
straight, and to walk straight comes
only from the heart that is right with
God" (George Kufeldt).

The Wellsprings of Life
The heart is like a reservoir which

feeds the streams which flow from it.
Whatever is in the well of the heart will
show up in the bucket of deeds.

If the source, whether a fountain,
spring, or reservoir, is polluted, the
streams which flow from it will be
polluted. A corrupt heart produces a
corrupt life ..

The heart is the control center of
one's life. There can be no real change
in character without a change in heart.

"Fill your heart so full ofthe word
of God that it becomes the controlling
force of your life. This is the secret of
the easy way to speak and to live as
you should. . ." (R.L. Whiteside).

Unbelief makes the heart evil and
leads it away from God. "Take heed,
brethren, lest there be in any of you an
evil heart of unbelief, in departing
from the living God" (Heb, 3: 12).
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A Fool In Focus
The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but be that

hearkeneth unto counsel is wise (Prov. 12:15).
Here the wise man brings into focus the typical at-

titude of a fool. Let us ponder the proverb and think
on its practical application.

Characteristics Of A Fool
(1)A fool refuses to listen to reason. No one can teach

him anything. He will not listen. He is headstrong. He
feels that others ought to listen to him, for he is "right
in his own eyes." It is an insult to his intelligence to
suggest that he might be in error on some point

Advice is that which a fool never takes. He feeds on
flattery. He had rather die than think or reason.

(2) A fool imagines that he is never wrong. He is
"wise in his own eyes" (Prov. 3:7). Isaiah said, "Woe
unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent
in their own sight!" (Isa. 5:21) The fool sees all his ways
as right. He despises others, especially if they attempt
to convince him that he is wrong about anything.

How frustrating it is to deal with someone whose
mind is like concrete - thoroughly mixed and firmly
setl

(3) A fool is prejudiced by self-esteem. The root of
his problem is conceit. "The greater fools are those that
have the highest opinion of their own wisdom. Their
self-esteemdisposes them to neglect the advice of others,
and to prosecute their own schemes, however foolish
and dangerous, till they meet with fatal disappoint-
ments, which, after all, can hardly open their eyes, clean
shut with pride and vanity" (George Lawson).

There is no bigger fault than blindness to one's own
faults. Prejudiceis the fool's substitute for thinking.

(4) A fool imprisons himself in his own ignorance.
There is no greater hindrance to attaining wisdom than
the notion that one already has all there is. How harm-
ful is the folly that closes the door on the freedom that
one could have through wisdom. Jesus said, "And ye
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free"
(John 8:32). But so many of the Lord's hearers acted
as fools; they saw but they did not see; they heard but
they did not hear (Matt. 13:13-15). Prejudice was the
lock on their prison-house of ignorance.

ThcJ()()iseeshimself as an enlightened man; God sees
the darkness that hovers over his heart. The fool con-
siders IIimself to be free; God knows that he is enslav-
ed by ignorance, The fool sees himself as right in his
actions; God pronounces him wicked.

(5)1- fpolfeels sufficient in himself. Not only does
he reject advice from other people, he rejects the counsel
of God. "True wisdom derives from God and is to be
found alone in Him. To neglect the source of true
wisdom leaves open only one other source, namely, the
unaided human mind, and that wisdom which comes
from the huma.n mind does not originate with God"
(EdwardJ.'\fQqng).

Jeremiah said it best: "0 Lord, I know that the way
of m~~is nQUllhjmself: it is not in man that walketh
to direct his steps" (Jer. 10:23). It is the part of wisdom
to acknowledge that man does not have all the answers;
we must look to God's revelation, the Bible, to find
direction for our faltering steps.

Value Of Counsel
A fool remains a fool because he will not admit the

need for advice. In contrast, "he that hearkeneth unto
counsel is wise."

This does not mean that all counsel should be heed-
ed. The Bible gives many examples of bum advice that
people received. Job's wife advised him to curse God
and die (Job 2:9). Job had the good sense to reject such
foolish counsel. Rehoboarn did a foolish thing when he
forsook the counsel of the old men and acted according
to the advice of the young men (1 Kgs. 12).

All advice should be carefully weighed as to its source
and its soundness.

"It is our wisdom to value the instruction and
counsels of ministers, of parents and Christian friends,
particularly of experienced and aged saints. But they
must be able to prove the goodness of their advices by
the Scriptures, which are the great and only rule to direct
us to our chief end" (George Lawson).

The right counsel will bring needed reformation.
Good advice will help us to avoid many pitfalls. The
reception of sound suggestions and criticisms will aid
in the solving of many problems and overcoming
difficulties. Gr
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A Rough Road
"Good understanding giveth

favour: but the way of trans-
gressors is hard" (Prov. 13:15).

Things are not always what they
seem. The course which looks good
may offer more misery than hap-
piness, more heartaches than com-
fort, and more disappointments
than satisfaction.

Good Understanding
The Hebrew word sekel denotes

intelligence, sound judgment, good
sense, or prudence. It is translated
"wisdom" in Proverbs 12:8; in
19: 11 it is "prudence."

Abigail, Nahal's wife, was a
.woman of good understanding (l
Sam. 25:3). In contrast, her hus-
band was churlish and evil in his
deeds.

We show sound judgment and
prudence in yielding to the will of
God. "The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom: a good
understanding have all they that do
his commandments. "(Psa.
111:10).

"Obedience to God proves that
our judgment is sound. Why should
he not be obeyed? Does not reason
itself claim obedience for the Lord
of all? Only a man void of
understanding will ever justify
rebellion against the holy God.
Practical godliness is the test of
wisdom. Men may know and be
very orthodox, they may talk and be
very eloquent, they may speculate
and be very profound; but the best
proof of their intelligence must be
found in their actually doing the will

of the Lord" (C.H. Spurgeon).

Giving of Favor
It is a fact that good understand-

ing gives favor. "A man shall be
commended according to his
wisdom: but he that is of a perverse
heart shall be despised" (Prov.
12:8). Favor and good understand-
ing are connected in Proverbs 3:4.

Joseph gained favor with
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, through
sound judgment and prudence.
Pharaoh remarked concerning
Joseph, "Can we find such a one as
this is, a man in whom the spirit of
God is?" He said to Joseph, "There
is none so discreet and wise as thou
art" (Gen. 41 :38,39).

Daniel gained favor with
Nebuchadnezzar ,king of Babylon,
through wisdom and good
understanding. In all matters of
wisdom and understanding, the
king found Daniel and his three
companions ten times better than all
the magicians and astrologers in his
realm (Dan. 1:19,20).

The youthful years of Jesus are
summed up in Luke 2:52: "And
Jesus increased in wisdom and
stature, and in favour with God and
man." Wise judgment is ap-
preciated by right-thinking people.
Good understanding brings esteem,
honor, admiration, and respect.

Transgressors
The Hebrew word for "trans-

gressors" in our text is bagad. It
is a term pointing to such as deal
deceitfully or treacherously. It ap-
pears in Psalm 119:158, which says,
"I beheld the transgressors, and was
grieved; because they kept not thy
word." It is used in Isaiah 21:2
where the prophet said, "the
treacherous dealer dealeth
treacherously. "

Our text refers especially to the
unfaithful, the offensive, the
treacherous. The New American
Standard Bible renders it, "Good
understanding produces favor, But

the way of the treacherous is hard. "

A Hard Way
The course of transgressors is

rugged and rough. Often there is
violence. "A man shall eat good by
the fruit of his mouth: but the soul
of the transgressors shall eat
violence" (Prov. 13:2).

Many transgressors have no com-
passion. ". . .The manner in which
they transact with men, is stiff, as
hard as stone, and repulsive; they
follow selfish views, never placing
themselves in sympathy with the
condition of their neighbour; they
are without the tenderness which is
connected with fine culture; they re-
main destitute of feeling in things
which, as we say, would soften a
stone" (F. Delitzsch).

The way of transgressors is hard
because the pleasures of sin are for
limited duration and are deceitful.
How dreadful to reach the end of
life and realize that one has taken
the road to perdition.

Transgression brings suffering,
not only to the transgressor, but
even to his family and friends in
many cases. Some have plunged
headlong into some wicked act
without stopping to think of the
consequences. Innocent people are
hurt. Although the sin may be
forgiven, some of its effects may
never be erased during the lifetime
of the offender.

No relief is in sight for one who
continues in transgression. Some-
times one treacherous act leads to
another, and then another. Deeper
and deeper into evil plunges the un-
faithful person. He heaps misery on
top of misery. Guilt weighs heavily
until his conscience becomes as
hardened as the stones along a rug-
ged path.

The narrow way that leads to life
requires sacrifice, self-denial, and
discipline. But there is no road as
rough as that which the transgressor
travels. Gr
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Neat But Negative
Where no oxen are, the

crib is clean: but much in-
crease is by the strength of
the ox (Prov. 14:4).

Oxen were used for a variety of
purposes in Bible times. They fur-
nished the power for pulling a
plow. Elisha was plowing with
twelve yoke of oxen when the
mantle of Elijah was cast upon
him (1 Kgs. 19:19-21). They were
used for treading out grain (Deut.
25:4). They were suitable for
sacrifice under the law of Moses
(Num. 7:17; 1 Kgs. 8:63). Their
flesh was good for food (1 Kgs.
1:25). Their strength made them
useful in pulling carts with heavy
loads. The wealth of a man was
sometimes measured, at least in
part, by the number of oxen he
owned. Job had five hundred yoke
of oxen (Job 1:3).

Cbeaper Not To Own Oxen
Suppose a farmer in ancient

times had reasoned, "My supply
of grain is abundant. My ground
is rich and fertile. My supply of
corn will last longer if I don't have
to feed oxen. I'll save money by
getting rid of every ox I own."

How would this farmer plow
his ground? By what means would

11

he move heavy loads? Disposing
of his oxen to save money would
prove costly in time, for "much
increase is by the strength of the
ox."

Some people are penny wise and
dollar foolish. One may pay dear-
ly for a small saving. Often in the
Lord's work, we pinch pennies
and thereby waste dollars. Many
expensive replacements would be
unnecessary if quality had been
given more consideration than cut-
ting costs at the outset. Thrift has
its limitations.

The preacher who is willing to
work for the lowest wages may
prove to be a costly mistake.
Cheap class room material may
prove worthless. The cheapest
building contractor may do shod-
dy work. Replacing a cheap sound
system may cost substantially
more than a good system would
have cost at first.

Oxen Are Much Trouble
Suppose a farmer in the ancient

past had decided that he wanted
his crib or fodder-trough to always
be clean. "The oxen make such a
mess. I abhor the sight and smell
of my barn. Oxen are just too
much trouble."

As the proverb says, "Where
no oxen are, the crib is clean:
but. . . ." Before deciding that

oxen are too bothersome, the
farmer needs to remember that
"much increase is by the strength
of the ox."

Benefits often outweigh disad-
vantages, but sometimes we allow
the inconveniences to blind us to
desired results. Which is prefer-
able, a clean crib or the increase
resulting from the use of the ox?

The Cost of Increase
Labor and increase go together.

No ox, clean crib. No ox, no in-
crease. Better keep ox!

Without planting there can be
no harvest. Without diligent study
there will be no increase in
knowledge and understanding.
Without faithful effort there can
be no growth in the kingdom of
God.

The price of sowing is negligi-
ble in comparison with the value
of what is reaped. Many want to
see growth in the church without
work. Some want discipleship
without paying the price. A lot of
folks want heaven without over-
coming the world. Some young
people want a successful
without preparation.

Getting rid of the ox makes for
a clean crib. It also excludes a
valuable means of increase. Some
like things neat . . . and negative.
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toll-free telephone number.
Alabama customers of eEl

Bookstore call toll-free
1-800-237 -9840
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Smile, I Say There, Smile
A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance:

but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken
(Prov. 15:13).

Like many other proverbs, this one is a contrasted
parallelism. Most of the wise sayings in chapter 13 are of
this type. Two thoughts are placed alongside each other to
depict opposites.

A merry heart produces a cheerful expression on the face.
Sadness of heart produces a broken spirit. The prevailing
attitude of the heart colors the whole personality.

A Real Smile Comes From The Heart
Children sometimes wear funny faces. A mask with a

hideous facial expression would be suitable for a Halloween
costume, but a mask with a big grin might be chosen for
a happy birthday party of small kids.

The smile with which some grownups greet others does
not come from the heart. It, like a mask, is a disguise. This
is not the cheerful countenance suggested in the proverb.
That which puts real luster in the personality and makes the
face shine is a cheerful, joyful heart.

The heart stands for the thoughts and the attitude of the
individual. Nothing could be more decisive to one's general
outlook than the condition of his heart. Indeed, "as he
thinketh in his heart, so is he" (Prov. 23:7).

Causes of Heartache
The New English Bible translates Proverbs 15:13 in this

way: "A merry heart makes a cheerful face; heartache
crushes the spirit."

Many who have sorrow of heart, reflected in sadness of
countenance, need to think about why thy are burdened
within. Here are a few reasons:

(1) Guilt feelings. A person who sins but does not com-
ply with the will of God to receive forgiveness should feel
guilty. The remedy is to turn to the Savior in humble sub-
mission. But sometimes people who have obeyed the gospel
still have guilt feelings. Their problem is unwillingness to
forget the past and to fully trust the Lord. Why should one
feel badly over a sin which has been washed away by the
blood of the Lamb? Forget that sin and rejoice in the Lord!

(2) Temperament. Every human being has his own balance

or mixture of qualities, physical and mental. It seems to be
in the make-up of some individuals to be cheerful and plea-
sant, whereas others tend to the grumpy, gloomy outlook.
Early in life I took note of the fact that on my mother's
side of the family there was a more cheerful outlook,
generally, than on my father's side of the house. Whatever
may be the causes of one's temperament, it is a fact that
some have a natural disposition to always talk of themselves
and their problems and troubles, and this kind of tempera-
ment can lead to hurtful melancholy - a rather morbid view
of things.

(3) Physical conditions. Sometimes people are depressed
because they are overworked. The body requires ample rest.
There may be chronic illness that gives one a feeling of de-
jection. Or, it may be that a spell of sickness comes right
when one has a highly important task to perform, and
because he is laid low for a few days, he allows himself to
have sorrow of heart. It is worthy of mention that some peo-
ple learn to cope with physical handicaps and chronic
diseases, and their bright outlook puts to shame a lot of us
who enjoy good health!

(4) Grief and anxiety. A certain amount of heartache is
to be expected when a close friend or relative dies. But it
is senseless for one to sorrow to the point of despair. Worry
is a chief cause of despondency. And so often people worry
over things which may never come to pass. Jesus teaches
us, "Be not anxious." We must learn to cast our cares on
the Lord, for He does truly care for us.

(5) No self-confidence. Sorrow of heart in some cases
centers around lack of self-confidence. Faith in the Lord
should give one assurance that he can achieve something
worthwhile in life.

(6) Lack of faith. Here is the undergirding cause of all
heartache. Many professed Christians have never learned
to fully surrender to Christ. He provides us with guidance
through His word; He offers comfort and help; He
guarantees victory to all who keep faith in Him; He will
never fail us.

There is another proverb similar to the one we are study-
ing. "A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a
broken spirit drieth the bones" (17:22). A joyful heart works
wonders, like a good medicine, and it is much less expen-
sive. Try it!

God can give health to the countenance. This thought is
expressed in Psalm 42: 11, "Why art thou cast down, 0 my
soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou
in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my
countenance, and my God."

As D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones has put it, "Unhappy Chris-
tians are, to say the least, a poor recommendation for the
Christian Faith; and there can be little doubt that the ex-
uberant joy of the early Christians was one of the most po-
tent factors in the spread of Christianity" (Spiritual Depres-
sion: Its Causes and Cure, Foreword).

Smile, I say there, smile ... from the heart!
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Pleasant Words
Pleasant words are as an

honeycomb, sweet to the
soul, and health to the bones
(Prov. 16:24).

Which had you rather hear, harsh
words or kind words? Angry words
or gentle words? Cutting words or
soothing words? Grating words or
pleasant words?

Pleasant Words
Are Not Always Best

There are times when piercing
words give more health to the soul
than sweet words could give. It is not
always the sweet-tasting medicine
that heals.

The prophets in the Old Testament
were inspired by the Spirit to utter
strong words of rebuke in numerous
situations. The people were so
hardened in sin that pleasant words
could not be expected to prick their
conscience and jar them to admission
of guilt.

Isaiah chided the people in his time
for wanting to hear smooth, sweet
words, even if they were lies. God
declared through His prophet, "This
is a rebellious people, lying children,
children that will not hear the law of
the Lord: which say to the seers, See
not; and to the prophets, Prophesy
not unto us right things, speak unto
us smooth things, prophesy deceits"
(Isa. 30:9,10).

The words of Amos were not plea-
sant when he announced the doom of
the Northern Kingdom. He disclos-
ed that God hated and despised their
feast days and solemn assemblies due
to their lack of justice and

(494)

righteousness. "Therefore will I
cause you to go into captivity beyond
Damascus, saith the Lord. . ."
(Amos 5:21-27).

Hosea's words were not pleasant.
He candidly pointed out the sins of
the people, and as the spokesman for
Jehovah announced, "For Israel hath
forgotten his Maker, and buildeth
temples; and Judah hath multiplied
fenced cities: but I will send a fire
upon his cities, and it shall devour the
palaces thereof" (Hos. 8: 14).

Jeremiah's words to Judah were
far from pleasant. He warned that
the Babylonians, like a fierce lion,
were corning to destroy and devour.
"The lion is come up from the
thicket, and the destroyer of the Gen-
tiles is on his way; he is gone forth
from his place to make thy land
desolate; and thy cities shall be laid
waste, without an inhabitant" (Jer.
4:7).

The words of Jesus spoken to the
hypocritical scribes and Pharisees in
Matthew 23 were not pleasant. What
a stinging rebuke was this one: "Ye
serpents, ye generation of vipers, how
can ye escape the damnation of
hell?" (v. 33)

Paul's words to Elymas the
sorcerer were not sweet and smooth.
Read Acts 13:10.

We should "never gloss over a
situation with glib words" (Arthur E.
Cundall). Some in Jeremiah's time
were saying, "Peace, peace," but
there was no peace (Jer. 8:11). It is
wrong to whitewash sin with honey-
sweet words. As much as we pr-efer
pleasant words, there is a time and
place for piercing, penetrating, strong
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words of rebuke and warning.

Occasions For Pleasant Words
There are numerous occasions

when pleasant words are as "health
to the bones."

(1) In time of sickness. There are
some people that I would not want
near me in time of illness. They con-
stantly complain, sing the blues, talk
of how badly they feel and how rot-
ten the world is, and generally spread
despair. When we visit the sick we
need to be cheerful and speak plea-
..sant words.

(2) When one has fallen. The
fellow who has fallen through
weakness does not need to be kicked
and belittled. He is already wound-
ed and needs words to lift him up.
Our words can either heal or add to
his injured condition.

(3) On occasions of grief. "It is not
necessary to speak sad words to the
sad in order to prove our sympathy.
It should be our aim to lighten the
load of their sorrow" (W. F.
Adeney).

(4) When burdens are heavy. Job's
friends visited him when he was deep-
ly burdened with severe losses. They
added to his load by arguing over
something that they did not unders-
tand. He said to them, "miserable
comforters are ye alP' (Job 16:2).

(5) In teaching youth. "The gloom
of some people has repelled the
young. . . . All who are themselves
bright and happy should know that
there is greater gladness for them in
Christ. The preacher of the gospel
belies his message when he proclaims
it like a funeral dirge" (Adeney).

(6) In ordinary conversations.
Pleasant words reflect a glad heart.
In our normal conversations with
others we should be pleasant, not ob-
noxious. Good words make glad
hearts (Prov. 12:25). The person who
uses a sharp tongue to constantly cut
others down will soon find himself
friendless.

If you prefer to hear pleasant
words, make it your preference to
speak pleasant words. Gr
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who puts away a companion for some cause other than
fornication has no biblical right to enter into marriage
with another (Matt. 19:9). "And whosoever shall marry
her that is divorced committeth adultery" (Matt. 5:32).
The fact that civil laws make someone eligible for mar-
riage does not change God's laws.

(6) Character. is to be carefully considered. A Chris-
tian should desire for a mate one who is of the highest
moral and spiritual character. It is risky business to team
up with sqmeonewho does not love and respect the word
of God, or who has thrown moral restraint aside, or who
shows more interest in material things than spiritual
values. Marriage is such an exclusive giving of oneself
to another that in the absence of a common spiritual bond
there can be little hope of attaining the highest level of
happiness.

A Good Thing
The Septuagint, a translation made in the third cen-

tury B.C., renders Proverbs 18:22 as follows: "He that
has found a good wife has found favours, and has re-
ceivedgladness.from God." That version adds the fol-
lowing which is not in the Hebrew text: "He that puts
away a good wife, puts away a good thing, and he that
keeps an adulteress is foolish and ungodly."

Clearly, it is a good wife that is under consideration
in the proverb. To find her is to find a good thing for
the following reasons:

(1) It is good for man to have suitable companionship.
God said concerning Adam, "It is not good that the man
should be alone; I will make an help meet for him" (Gen.
2: 18). Contrary to the thinking of some theologians,
celibacy is not good for man. Aside from the male-female
relationship to produce offspring, man needs someone
to share with him in the joys and sorrows of life, someone
with whom he can confide, someone who can be his con-
stant helper. God ordains that the marriage partner be
that someone.

(2) Marriage is honorable. The Bible says, "Marriage
is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge" (Heb.
13:5). It is honorable and praiseworthy to find a good
wife.

(3) To avoid fornication. Paul taught that to avoid for-
nication (illicit sex), "let every man have his own wife,
and let every woman have her own husband" (1 Cor. 7:3).
He further pointed out that the husband has the right to
his wife's body, and she has the righno his body (v. 4).
Neither should keep away from the other except by
mutual consent (v. 5). It is good for one to follow the
course that avoids fornication.

(4) A jewel of great value. A good and worthy wife
continued on page 525
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Good Wife, Good Thing
Whosofindetha wifefindeth a good thing, and

obtaineth favour of the Lord (Prov, 18:22).

Finding A Wife
Here are some basic guidelines that should help one

in seeking a wife, especially if he expects to find' 'a good
thing" and obtain favor of the Lord.

(1) Blind passion may make a poor selection. As Irven
Lee has expressed it, "Love and lust are not the same
. . . Some have said that love is blind. Not so. It is lust
that cannot see straight" (Good Homes In A Wicked
World, p. 34). The girl with a lovely figure, beautiful face,
and charming voice may have a very ugly disposition.

(2) Haste should be avoided. "Every woman is not
suitable for every man. Hasty courtships may lead to
miserable marriages. So serious a matter as the choice
of a companion for life is not to be lightly undertaken
if there is to be any hope of its issuing in happiness"
(Pulpit Commentary). Don't assume that a girl is what
she appears to be. Give yourself time to get to know her
in a variety of circumstances. A lifetime of heartache
sometimes results from a speedy courtship.

(3) Social.and educational background must be con-
sidered. Although a marriage may succeed in spite of
sharp social and educational differences, these divergent
experiences may result in a mismatch. " ... A girl who
has been reared in the lap of luxury is not likely to be
contented to live and rear a family in poverty. A young
man of learning and refinement will not be happy with
a girl who has had .no opportunities for education and
for learning some of the niceties of social life" (Roy H.
Lanier, Sr.),

(4) A mate should be chosen for life. The New Testa-
ment teaches that marriage is a lifelong contract. It should
not be entered on a trial basis, or as though it can be ter-
minated at will. "To sunder one's parental relationships
and join oneself in intimate, life-long union with a per-
son who hitherto has been ..a stranger demands a con-
siderable degree of maturity> ·.asexpressed in a capaci-
ty for self-giving love, emotional stability and the capacity
to understand what is involved in committing one's life
to another in marriage. Marriage is for those who have
grown up" (Baker's Dictionary of Theology).

(5) There must be the scriptural right to marry. One
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elders in Jerusalem." This leaves the door wide open for
the false practice of a sponsoring church, but not for a ac-
curate translation!

2 Corinthians 9: 13 is another passage liberal brethren have
sought to lift from context ("all") and try to apply to univer-
sal benevolence. To do so, of course, they must not only
ignore the contextual limitation of the word "all," but ac-
cuse Paul of collecting the funds under one understanding
(for the needy saints) and spending them under another (for
all men). I would wonder if that would not fall under
misrepresentation! So, this "translation" gives the liberals
a little help by rendering it ambiguously: "Sharing with them
or anyone else (emp. mine - DPA) shows that you are
generous.' ,

In 1 Corinthians 7:39 the door is opened for several dif-
ferent translations of questionable nature. It is rendered:
"A Christian woman is bound by her marriage promise as
long as her husband lives, but if her husband dies, she
becomes free from it. She may marry anyone - anyone in
the Lord Jesus." I wonder if this is in support of the con-
cept that "non-Christians" are not under the law of God?
Is only a "Christian woman" so bound? And, the expres-
sion "only in the Lord" is definitely open to debate as to
its meaning. However they chose to translate it (their op-
tion, of course) here "anyone in the Lord Jesus."

Seventh-Day Adventists could find real comfort in the
translation of Matthew 5:17, where, speaking of the Law
and the Prophets, Jesus says, "I did not come to destroy
them. I have come to give them their full meaning." While
that could include the idea of "fulfilling" them, it would
have to come as an interpretation subject to argument, and

continued from page 523

Pearls From Proverbs.
shines with exceptional splendor, "for her price is far above
rubies" (Prov. 31:10). She is a crown to her husband (Prov.
12:4).

Favor of God
To find a good wife is to find a good thing and to obtain

favor of the Lord.

(1) A gift from God. It was God who created Eve for
Adam ana wh()ordained the marriage relationship. "House
and riches are the inheritance of fathers: and a prudent wife
is from the Lord" (Prov. 19:14). Every husband whe has
a good wife should thank God for her!

(2) God helps man through her. She is not enslaved by
fulfilling her God-given role in the home. The women of
our day who are abandoning the divinely appointed role to
compete with men, dress and act like men, and shatter the
"family image" are foolishly enslaving themselves. God
does not look with favor on a society which disregards His
revealed will.

God's good word, respected by good people, teaches that
a good wife is a good thing. Gr

not from this "accurate translation." A much better transla-
tion could have been done here!

In Revelation 1:1 the Revelation of Jesus Christ was not
spoken to John in symbolic language, signified, or even a
question of literal or figurative translations. Following the
example of the NASB (which unfortunately settled for
"communicated it"), this translation also renders it simply
"J esus revealed it to John." One wonders why they stayed
so vague and uncommitted after so freely taking liberties
in some of the other passages we have looked at.

Other translations of profitable or unprofitable nature in-
clude "elders" being referred to only as "overseers," and
"saints" translated as "holy ones." Acts 8:37 is omitted
from the text and included in a footnote, though both John
8 and Mark 16 are included in the text and a footnote ques-
tioning them is included.

Frankly, while there is a need for an easy to understand
translation for people of today, and while I commend some
of our brethren for an interest in such, unfortunately, as
far as I am concerned, this is not much real benefit. I would
rather commend the New King James Bible or the New
American Standard Bible to those desiring something easier
to understand. And, if you are unfamiliar with this "Sim-
ple English Bible," maybe this review will help you be on
your guard when you are approached about it. Examine it
carefully if you are going to seriously consider it - it most
likely could create more problems than it will help. And,
if such be the case, it would hardly be beneficial in teaching
people the truth without addition or subtraction - while
busy showing what is wrong with this "simple" and easy
to read translation (?). Gr

~
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There are many devises in a man's heart; nevertheless the
counsel of the Lord, that shall stand (Prov. 19:21).

The word "device" translates the Hebrew word
machashebeth, and the term is translated "thought," "im-
agination," "means," and ·"purpose" in various Old Testa-
ment passages. The devices iri oil man's heart are his inten-
tions, plans, purposes, imaginations, thoughts, or schemes.

Devices of the Human Heart
(1) Man devises schemes for fulfilling greed. The wants

of man surpass his needs. People develop a strong craving
for material things. The Bible refers to this excessive desire
as covetousness. Greediness produces wicked imaginations.
To feed their greed people have contrived daring plans.

Gehazi, Elisha's servant, ran after Naaman when ..the
Syrlallcaptairi [err-Indebted to Elisha. Gehazi told Naaman
1Ilaftwo young men, sons of the prophets, had just arrived
from the hill country of Ephraim. They needed silver and
two changes of garments. Gehazi said his master had sent
him. Naaman gladly gave as requested and beyond, but the
fabricated plot of Gehazi did not escape detection by the
Spirit-filled Elisha. The leprosy of Naaman was sent on
Gehazi (2 Kgs. 5:20-27).

(2) Man devises ways to exploit sensuality. The public
mind is bombarded today with sexually-oriented material.
Toothpaste is advertised as having sex appeal. Automobiles,
garments, and numerous products are advertised as sexy.
Everything from soft drinks to plumbing supplies is sold
through ads depicting models with sex appeal. Nudity and
near-nudity are pictured on TV, in newspapers, magazines,
and books, on large billboards, and commercial displays.
Many movies and TV productions go beyond any semblance
of moral restraint to portray explicit sex, adultery, homosex-
uality, rape, and all the trimmings of vulgar language,
drunkenness, seduction, crime, drugs, brutality, prostitu-
tion, murder, and erotic behavior.

Under the banner of liberation many who find it a
lucrative business to promote sensually-centered stuff are
enslaving others to the power of lust. Remember Sodom and
Gomorrah!

(3)Man devises plans for exalting himself. In the long ago,
when the whole earth was of one language and one speech,
people tried to build a city and a high tower. A part of their
wicked design was, "Let us make us a name ... " (Gen.
11:4). The unfinished tower of Babel reminds us of human
pride. Men will go to great lengths in quest of name, fame,
and renown.

"Affectation of honour and a name among men common-
ly inspires with a strange ardour for great and difficult
undertakings, and often betrays to that which is evil and
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offensive to God" (Matthew Henry).

(4) Man devises plots for covering his iniquity. Although
he began his reign as a man after God's own heart, king
David allowed wicked designs to corrupt his heart. After
committing adultery with Bathsheba (wife of Uriah) and
learning that she was with child, David tried to conceal his
sin. He sent for Uriah, a soldier in the army under Joab,
and gave him opportunity to go home, but Uriah had an
extraordinary sense of loyalty and insisted on sleeping with
the king's servants. David made him drunk, but he still
refused to spend the night at home. In desperation, David
arranged for Uriah to be killed on the field of battle. That
left everything clear for David to take Bathsheba to be one
of his wives. But God was not fooled (2 Sam. 11; 12:1-4).

"He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso
confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy" (Prov.
28: l3).

(5) Man devises false religions. Jeroboam set up golden
calves in Dan and Bethel and urged the people of the North-
ern Kingdom that it was too far to go to Jerusalem to wor-
ship. He ordained priests of the lowest of the people and
initiated other changes in religion (l Kgs. 12:25-33). His
wicked religious system was designed to insure his reign.

Men invent all manner of false doctrines. They preach
whatever they please. They are like the people in Jeremiah's
time who said, "We will walk after our own devices" (Jer.
18:12).

(6)Men devise imaginations to overthrow God's purposes.
Haman devised an ugly plot to exterminate the Jewish race.
The Bible refers to it as "his wicked device, which he devis-
ed against the Jews" (Esth. 9:25). But God providentially
preserved the Jewish race and fulfilled His promise to bring
the Messiah into the world through that race.

The Bible prophetically pictures the heathen as imagin-
ing a vain thing; the kings and rulers taking counsel together
against Jehovah and His anointed (Psa. 2). But the likes of
Judas, Annas, Caiaphas, Herod, and Pilate could not defeat
God's purposes!

God's Counsel
The counsel of God stands firm while the plans,Jlli>J!&bts,

and schemes of the human heart vacillate. His counsel comes
from His infinite wisdom. WhatHe teaches is right. What
He reveals is for our good. Let us believe and obey His will.

"The Lord bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought:
he maketh the devices of the people of none effect. The
counsel of the Lord standeth for ever, the thoughts of his
heart to all generations" (Psa. 33:10,11). Gr
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Hearing Ears and Seeing Eyes
The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the Lord hath made

even both of them (Prov. 20:12).

Physically, the ear is the organ of hearing and the eye is
the organ of sight. Through the sense of hearing and the
sense or seein? impressions are received in the mind. To fully
appreciate this proverb we need to go beyond the physical
senses to the spiritual listening and looking which God
requires.

The Hearing Ear
Jesus said in Mk. 4:23, "If any man have ears to hear

let him he~r." The hearing ear is the "obedient ear" (Prov.
25: 12). It IS the ear that hearkens and heeds (1 Sam. 15:22).

(1) It hears God's word. Many people who have excellent
ph~sical hearing never hearken to the voice of God. Through
Isaiah, Jehovah threatened judgment against the Israelites
"be:ause when,~ called, ye did not answer; when I spake,
ye did not hear (Isa. 65:12). God approached His people
through works, i.e. by revelation, but they declined to
hearken. They turned a deaf ear to His will. They were like
a child who ignores his parents when they speak.

The salvation of the soul depends on our willingness to
hear. Jesus said, "It is written in the prophets, And they
shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath
heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me"
(John 6:45). In the examples of conversion in the book of
Acts, each case began with the hearing of the gospel. For
instance, it is said of Lydia that she "heard us: whose heart
the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which
were spoken of Paul" (Acts 16:14). " ... And many of the
Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized" (Acts
18:8). It is through hearing that faith is produced: "So then
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God"
(Rom. 10:17).

It is not mere physical hearing of the gospel that brings
a blessing. The hearing which results in submission to the
Lord is that which blesses. Jesus compared the one who
hears His sayings and does them to a wise man who builds
his house on a rock. The hearer who does not obey is com-
pared to a foolish man who builds his house on the sand
(Matt. 7:24-27).

(2) It hears when challenges call. The Bible tells of the
progress of the gospel in Antioch of Syria, and how "the
hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believ-
ed, and turned to the Lord." When "tidings of these things

came unto the ears of the church which was at Jerusalem"
they sent Barnabas to Antioch (Acts 11:21,22). The
Jerusalem brethren heard the challenge to broaden the in-
fluence of the gospel by sending a qualified teacher to a field
that needed such a man. Today, our ears should listen when
such challenges come.

(3) It hears the cries of the poor. "Blessed is he that con-
sidereth the poor: the Lord will deliver him in time of trou-
ble" (Psa. 41: 1). Paul and Barnabas were admonished by
James, Cephas, and John to "remember the poor" as they
preached among the Gentiles (Gal. 2: 10). Paul did in fact
hearken to the cries of the poor, urging help for needy saints
(1 Cor. 16:1-4; 2 Cor. 8; 9; Rom. 15:25,26). Dorcas' ear
was open to the cries of the poor. When she died all the
widows gathered around weeping and showing the coats and
garments which she had made (Acts 9:39).

The Seeing Eye
The eye which sees in the profitable and spiritual sense

is the .eye which perceives, understands, regards, and
ascertams.

(1) It sees opportunities for helping others. In relation to
helping the poor, it is a "bountiful eye." "He that hath a
bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to
the poor" (Prov. 22:9). It is the eye of compassion. When
the Samaritan came to the man who had been robbed and
wounded, "he saw him" and "had compassion on him"
(Lk. 10:33). The priest and the Levite had seen the man
but they lacked eyes of compassion. Jesus said to the
disciples, "Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields' for
they are white unto harvest" (John 4:35). All around us to-
day there are opportunities for harvesting souls for the Lord.
Too often our eyes are dim and we do not see those oppor-
tunities until it is too late.

(2) It sees Him who is invisible. The physical eye cannot
see God (John 1:18), for He is spirit (John 4:24). Moses saw
only a manifestation of the glory of God, described
figuratively as His "back parts" (Ex. 33: 17-23). But notice
Hebrews 11:27 which says, speaking of Moses at an earlier
period, "By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath
of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible."
Robert Milligan puts it this way: "By the eye of faith he
saw the King eternal, immortal, and invisible, standing by
him, ready to fulfill at the proper time all the promises that
he had made to his chosen people."

(3) It sees light through God's word. Paul referred to the
"eyes of your understanding being enlightened" (Eph. 1:18).
It is said in Psalm 119:130, "The entrance of thy words
giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple." God
provides the light to lead us out of darkness. The eye that
sees is enlightened by His word.

God Made Both of Them
God is the designer of the human body and has equipped

it with its component parts. When Moses complained of be-
ing slow of speech and of a slow tongue, God answered,
"Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh the dumb,

continued on page 598
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continued from page 563

Calvinism And Ezekiel 18.
But dear ones, the righteous man can also change (vv.

24-26). One can leave righteousness and follow the pathway
of the wicked (v. 24). God asks, "Shall he live?" (cf. Rev.
21:8) Could God ignore his unfaithfulness? Adam and Saul
are perfect examples of this failure, and they show the con-
sequences of one turning from God. The Scripture in verse
24 of our text says that his wickedness shall be remembered
and his righteousness forgotten (cf. 2 Pet. 2:20-22).

This final point shows two tenets (at least) of Calvinism
to be wrong. Man is responsible to God to respond to
God's loving grace so as to cause God to count his faith
as righteousness. And once a person has started toward
heaven, it is possible for that one to so live as to die and
be lost. If these verses do not show this plainly, then this
scribe has missed the point. One is responsible to live before
God righteously; all wickedness is abhorred. May we,
therefore, so live as to so die that we might live forever with
Him who is perfect in all His judgments. Gr

continued from page 582

If It Is True. . .
not also feel compelled to debunk the Koran, the Book of
Mormon, and "other" works of darkness? If the Bible is
so transparently false and fallible and totally unreliable, why
consume so much time and energy fighting it while leaving
"other" religious myths and legends alone?

(19) That the present Pope's teachings are alive and
powerful, why is it not true that the doctrines of the "first
Pope," the apostle Peter, are not also living and active? How
can the words of a man twenty centuries from Christ be
given more credence and credibility than the words of one
who was a contemporary or our Lord, especially since that
one was an "eye witness of His majesty"?

(20) That Jesus has not yet set up His kingdom, how can
people be "born again," since it is the new birth that allows
one to enter the kingdom (In. 3:3,5)1 Gr

continued from page 585

Pearls From Proverbs.
or deaf, or the seeing, or blind? have not I the Lord" (Ex.
4:10,11).

It is God who has given us faculties for learning and do-
ing His will. He has provided us ears for hearing and eyes
for seeing. But too many people are like those to whom Jesus
spoke and applied the words of Isaiah the prophet: "By
hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing
ye shall see, and shall not perceive: For this people's heart
is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their
eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand
with their heart. .. " (Matt. 13:14,15). Gr

(598)

continued from page 589

The Stauffer-Ramsay Debate.
dividuals - things we do distributively rather than
collectively.

To my astonishment, Glenn Ramsay stood and labored
at length proving that very point! He stressed that brethren
are addressed (v. 19), showing that the instructions were to
the group. Then he forcefully argued that in this passage,
the action of the group is distributed to the individual. He
talked much about the "distributive principle," thereby
arguing brother Stauffer's case for him.

An Unscriptural Rule
The brethren represented by brother Ramsay do not

believe that the church can do anything an individual can
do. Yet, they want the local church to fulfill some respon-
sibilities that the Scriptures have given the individual. This
means they must have some way of determining which
passages regarding individuals are applicable to the church.

Here is their rule: If an individual has a responsibility
which is based on the peculiar grounds that he is a Chris-
tian, then that responsibility can be fulfilled by the local
church.

I do not know who made up that rule. I do not believe
it was the Lord, because I have His Book and it's not in
there. Brother Ramsay did not explain how one decides
whether or not a particular individual responsibility is bas-
ed on the peculiar grounds that one is a Christian. one could
be rather arbitrary in that decision. To my surprise. brother
Ramsay said that the responsibility to do good to all men
(Gal. 6: 10) is not based on the peculiar grounds that one
is a Christian. Hence, Galatians 6: 10 was eliminated as a
text to sustain his position.

Conclusion
All involved in this debate are to be commended for their

willingness to discuss issues over which we disagree. I believe
brother Stauffer ably defended the truth. Gr

..·Dah,~a~riQal(Rt." ':"~~~;'~i¥~~~f~~~'i';t.,*."f.35540; phone:· .. ';.
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Do Thy Diligence
The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness;

but of every one that is hasty only to want (Prov. 21:5).

The contrast in this proverb is between <ijli$_~.p..~ce_and
haste, thoughtful action and thoughtless hurry. "Extremes
meet, and undue hurry is as fatal to success as undue pro-
crastination" (E.H. Plumptre).

Diligence
The following are some of the ingredients of diligence:

(1) Care. A hasty person is often careless. The diligent
individual gives due attention to details. He pays attention
and takes precautions. He exercises care to do his best in
whatever he attempts.

(2) Thoroughness. Unlike the hasty fellow who glosses
over many things, recklessly skips along, and overlooks im-
portant matters, the diligent person is painstaking, exact,
and accurate.

(3) Hard work. Diligence demands laborious effort in the
face of difficulties. It requires staying with an undertaking
when the going gets rough.

(4) Steady improvement. One who is diligent in his work
patiently strives for progress. He sees advancement as the
fruit of persistence and toil. He tries to do a better job, for
quality means something to him.

(5) Thoughtfulness. To be diligent necessitates planning,
giving thought, taking heed, showing consideration, and be-
ing attentive.

Thoughtful Activity
"The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness
. . . " Thoughtful diligence is needed in many areas. I

mention three categories in patricular.

(1) In business. There is no substitute for honorable in-
dustry in the commercial field. Honest labor is a better basis
for success than "get-rich-quick" schemes. Gambling ap-
peals to people who look for a short-cut to prosperity. Flashy
schemes are usually just that. Quick as a flash the scheme
can leave one in poverty! The person who diligently pur-
sues his occupation with dedication and integrity is building
on a good base.

(2) In learning. Some young people are attracted to short-
cuts in education. The only way to learn is through diligent
study, effort, and application. Getting a good, solid educa-

(629)

tion is hard work.

(3) In the Lord's work. Some brethren are attracted to
popular fads that are supposed to convert a lot of people
with little effort. Serious, persistent, and regular teaching
does not satisfy their whims. They want to hurry up the pro-
cess and convert the world without personally doing what
the Lord has commanded. Oh how we need diligence in the
lives of all the saints! The whole world would have been con-
verted already if the schemes of men would do what some
claim, but fads come and go. In the meantime, faithful
Christians keep working diligently to do what they can, each
trying to shine as a light in his little corner of the world.

What does our proverb mean when it refers to being "has-
ty"? The fundamental meaning is "to throng, to urge (Ex.
v. 13), here of impatient and inconsiderate rashness" (F.
Delitzsch). Haste may be defined as undisciplined impulse.

The hasty person gives himself no time to think. He
plunges quickly, and often rashly, into some activity.

It is important that we think carefully before we jump
into something. "But although it is wise and necessary to
think before we act, thinking must only be preparatory to
action, and must not take its place. It is good for a man
to make a good plan of his house before he begins to build;
but a house on paper only will not shelter him from the
winter storms. It is advisable for the captain to study his
chart well before he embarks upon his voyage, but if he does
no more he will never reach the desired port" (W. Harris).
After careful thought there must be action-diligent action.

Hasty people often come to poverty because the short-
cut approach does not work; "get-rich-quick" schemes are
often "lose-it-all-hurriedly" if we look to the ultimate
results .

Although I believe this proverb is referring to one's at-
titude toward success in temporal affairs, I see a principle
that can be applied spiritually. A congregation can become
spiritually bankrupt if it is under the leadership of elders
who "act in haste" rather than with thoughtful diligence.
Many churches have jumped on a bandwagon that hurried-
ly carried them into apostasy. They took a short-cut, then
another and another, finally cutting themselves off from
adherence to the word of God. They were swallowed by
human schemes.

Let us pursue our goals with the dignity of calm diligence,
avoiding rash haste. Steady plodding is to be preferred over
a wild runaway. Gr
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The Talker That Tells Tales

Pearls From Proverbs
Irvin Himmel • 1415 Somerville Road • Decatur, Alabama 35601

A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful
spirit concealeth the matter (Prov. 11:13).

To "bear" something means to carry it or convey it. The
ring bearer carries rings, usually on a small pillow, at a wed-
ding. A standard bearer is one assigned to carry the banner
or flag as might be done in a military parade. A pallbearer
originally was one who carried the pall (a covering for a cof-
fin) but is now one who helps to carry the coffin. An armor-
bearer (Judg. 9:54) is one who carries weapons or armor
for a warrior.

The Bearer Who Bares All
A talebearer is an informer, a peddler of gossip, a tat-

tler, a revealer of secrets, a newsmonger, one who hunts
secrets, whether true or false, to broadcast, a slanderer. He
is "the walking busybody, the trader in scandal" (A.
Clarke).

"A talebearer revealeth secrets. . . ." One who comes
with tales about others probably will reveal our secrets and
relate tales on us. It is unwise to confide in him. "Such a
man is so eager to have something to talk about that he will
reveal things that should be kept within his own knowledge"
(E. M. Zerr). He may even tell things about himself that
ought to be kept secret.

Ways of Talebearing
(1) Careless communication. Sometimes people get car-

ried away in a lively conversation and say things without
thinking. Perhaps the tongue is flapping faster than the
thought processes are working. Words are allowed to slip
which carry rumors and reports that could be damaging to
sorneone's reputation. The speaker did not enter the con-
versation to become a talebearer, but through carelessness
he does in fact engage in passing along gossip. Reckless
words can reveal secrets and do harm just as quickly as
words deliberately chosen for that purpose.

(2) Sly insinuation. In a lot of cases, the talebearer drops
subtle hints that naturally arouse curiosity. He makes allu-
sions that stimulate questions. He whets the appetite of the
hearer. For example, he may say, "It would not be in order
for me to tell you all I know, but Ican tell you this much."
The tale-bearer begins probing until the whole matter is out
in the open.

(3) Confidential communication. The tale may be carried
by one who pleads that what he is about to relate must be
kept in confidence. "This is strictly between )'OU and me,"

11

he insists. He breaks another's confidence while urging
someone not to follow his example! He may even punctuate
the need for "keeping this under your hat" by speaking in
the tone of a whisper. "You must not breathe a word to
anyone about this," he warns as he spills the whole story.

(4) Open blabbing. Then there is the talebearer who loudly
announces everything, no matter how personal and con-
fidential it may be. To give him information is like putting
it on the six o'clock newscast. He acts as though it is his
role to tell all he knows whether it needs to be told or not.
He thrills in being the first to inform another of something,
even if it is slanderous. He is addicted to telling whatever
he has heard. And in many cases, this person pries into mat-
ters that are none of his business, spends a lot of time on
the telephone (it's his hotline!), and asks a lot of questions.

Whatever the talebearer's technique, he is engaged in a
rotten practice. The law of Moses said plainly, "Thou shalt
not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people. . ."
(Lev. 19:16). The New Testament warns against our being
busybodies and whispers and backbiters (2 Cor. 12:20; 2
Thess. 3:11; Rom. 1:29,30).

Keeping Secrets
While the talebearer reveals secrets, "he that is of a

faithful spirit concealeth the matter." The individual who
is of a "faithful spirit" is trustworthy. He respects the con-
fidence that another has placed in him. He is "one who
proves himself faithful and true" (F. Delitzsch). He has the
capacity which seems all too rare - the ability to keep a
secret!

All should cultivate and maintain a "faithful spirit." "But
all should be cautious," as Ralph Wardlaw states in his Lec-
tures on the Book of Proverbs. "It is very wrong, generally
speaking, to come under an obligation to secrecy, without
knowing what it is that is about to be imparted." Wardlaw
adds, "Hence one strong objection on the part of Chris-
tians to the system of Free-masonry, which withholds its
secrets till those who seek initiation take solemn oath never
to reveal them." He further points out, "We may thus bring
ourselves into a snare ... for the secret may be something
which ought not to be concealed. It may involve the interests
of others; it may involve the cause of religion and the honour
of God. Beware, then, of rashly receiving secrets." This is
good advice. Keeping personal matters secret is one thing;
a blind pledge to secrecy is scmcthing else, Of

sa ] £
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A Seemingly Right Course
Pearls From Proverbs

There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the
end thereof are the ways of death (prov. 14:12).

the right road and all the while be on the wrong road.

So important is the thought of this verse that it is repeated
in Proverbs 16:25.

Things Not Always What They Seem
To an infant, a pair of scissors may seem desirable, for

the child does not realize the danger in playing with a sharp
cutting instrument.

It seemed proper to Saul of Tarsus in his earlier years to
persecute the disciples of Jesus. Looking back on that part
of his life, he acknowledged, "I verily thought with myself
that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus
of Nazareth. Which thing Ialso did in Jerusalem: and many
of the saints did Ishut up in prison, having received authori-
ty from the chief priests; and when they were put to death,
I gave my voice against them. And I punished them oft in
every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and
being exceedingly mad against them, Ipersecuted them even
unto strange cities" (Acts 26:9-11). It seemed to Saul at the
time that he was rendering God a service by persecuting the
followers of Jesus, but he was actually fighting against God.

When Paul clashed with the Greek philosophers at
Athens, some of them said, "He seemeth to be a setter forth
of strange gods" (Acts 17:18). They made this judgment
because he preached unto them Jesus and the resurrection.
But in this case, as in many others, things were not what
they seemed.

Right Not Determined By "Seeming"
A way may seem right but that does not make it right.

A number of years ago Iwas traveling south on interstate
75 in the early hours before dawn. A heavy fog made visibili-
ty difficult. I stopped at a restaurant. Daylight was just
beginning as I negotiated several turns to get back on the
interstate. It seemed that I was heading in the direction of
Florida until I began noticing road signs. I had traveled a
number of miles before realizing that Iwas going in the
direction from which I had just come. Iturned around and
headed south, but for a while it seemed that this should be
north. Finally, when the sun broke through the fog, my sense
of direction cleared.

In the course of one's life it may seem that he is on the
right track. "But a man is not the highest surveyor of life,
and the map that he draws is not the supreme authority"
(W. F. Adeney). Thinking a thing to be right does not make
it so.

Many people rely on their feelings. They say, "This seems
to me to be the right thing to do." But what does the word
of God say about it? We may honestly feel that we are OIl

(298)

God gives us the standard of right. No matter how things
seem, or how we feel, or what we personally may be inclin-
ed to think, we must let the Bible be our guide.

Ways That Seem Right
(1) The end justifies the means. In many situations peo-

ple pay little attention to whether or not they are following
the Scriptures. They suppose that so long as some good is
resulting from their actions, they must have God's approval.
But it is never right to do wrong in order to accomplish
something worthwhile. One is not justified in stealing in
order to give to the poor. There is no warrant for pervert-
ing the gospel in order to gain favor with sinners.

(2) God will make an exception. There are people who
think that no matter what the Bible says, they can do other-
wise and get by. Recently, a woman who entered into an
adulterous marriage was questioned by a preacher about her
conduct, and she replied that she felt that God would make
an exception to Matthew 19:9 in her case. Apparently, some
feel that God will make an exception to Mark 16: 16 in their
case, and they can be saved without believing and being bap-
tized. The way of the "exception" rule seems right, but do
not be deceived by it. God has not revealed that He is going
to make exceptions with any of us.

(3) Many others are going this way. It is hard for some,
old and young alike, to resist the current popular opinion.
To them it seems right to do whatever the multitudes around
them are doing. Moses warned Israel, "Thou shalt not
follow a multitude, to do evil" (Ex. 23:2). Jesus taught that
the way is "narrow" which leads to life, "and few there
be that find it" (Matt. 7: 14).

A way is not right merely because it seems so!

Destination Death
A way may seem right, but consider the end thereof. No

one can judge the end of a road by the appearance which
it has at the beginning. The broad road which leads to eter-
nal ruin offers many attractions at the outset. There are
bright lights, the promise of fun and pleasure, and the crowd
entering this way seems to include the most influential and
best educated. Alas, look at the destination!

The end result of what one does should be contemplated
from the beginning. A sinful act may offer temporary
pleasure, but it is followed by remorse, regret, and misery.
A way may seem right, but if it ends in eternal separation
from God, it should be avoided at all cost. Read Romans
6:23. Or
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Leaping Without Listening
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He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly
and shame unto him (Prov, 18:13).

This terse verse merits meditation. The lessons suggested
by it should be of concern to all who want to serve God and
be of help to mankind.

A Sad Fact
Sometimes when two people are trying to discuss oppos-

ing views, one displays rudeness by interrupting the other
repeatedly. This discourtesy reflects a simple problem: There
is a greater desire to reply to the other person than to hear
his side of the matter.

Snap judgments are made relative to subjects and prob-
lems which ought to be weighed and studied carefully. It is
a sad fact that many people are swift to draw conclusions
before investigating.

Some people are quick to speak about things concerning
which they know precious little, and to criticize the motives
of others. James said, "Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let
every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath"
(Jas. 1:19). The wisdom of this course should be self-evident.

Why Some People Answer Before Hearing
(1) Pride. Inordinate self-esteem makes certain individuals

stubborn and tenacious in their wrong views. They may
deceive themselves into thinking that they are thinking when
they are only rearranging their prejudices to bolster their ego.

Such persons may pride themselves on their ability to size
up an individual or situation from the outset. In their con-
ceit they suppose that they can draw the right conclusions
without examining facts. How little do they realize that most
first impressions are notoriously inaccurate.

(2) Impatience. Some "minds cannot bear anything that
requires close and long-sustained attention. They become
uneasy, fretted, and fidgety; and are ever anxious to catch
at any occasion for cutting the matter short and being done
with it" (Ralph Wardlaw).

Learning the whole truth is sometimes a rather tedious pro-
cess. It requires neither time nor effort to leap to a conclu-
sion without learning what one should know before reaching
a determination in his own mind. Before answering a mat-
ter, give yourself time.

(3) Partiality. A person who is partial to a particular view
is tempted to weigh the facts with his thumb on the scales!
Some are not really honest in their handling of the Scriptures
on certain points. They tend to bend and twist the word of

(422)

God to make it say what they desire to hear.

When two people are alienated from each other, some who
pretend to seek information so they can help achieve recon-
ciliation are interested only in what supports their personal
preference. A mediator needs to be without bias, and this
is seldom the case unless he is equally related to both par-
ties. Partiality is a barrier to candid listening.

(4) Laziness. Prejudice is a lazy person's substitute for
thinking. He does not want to put out the mental energy
necessary to learn the truth, so he forms an opinion which
he voices strongly, but there is nothing to support his point
of view.

In religion, some had rather drift along with whatever tradi-
tions they have inherited than to search the Scriptures. "A
minimum of evidence and maximum of prejudice contribute
to form the faith of many people" (W. F. Adeney).

(5) Reliance on feelings. "I can't prove it, but I have a
feeling," says someone. Feelings are feelings and facts are
facts, and the former cannot change the latter. While we
rebuke our religious neighbors for following their feelings
rather than the Bible, many of us talk a lot about our hun-
ches and nebulous notions when we ought to keep quiet unless
we have solid evidence.

Some Christians are strongly opinionated and highly vocal
about their opinions. Blessed is the man who can keep his
personal opinions to himself and not attempt to bind them
on others!

The Art of Listening
"A listening ear leads straight to an understanding heart"

(Andrew W. Blackwood, Jr.), No case can be decided cor-
rectly without the truth and the whole truth. We should be
willing to hear all sides of a question.

Digging for facts is much better exercise than jumping to
conclusions. After "fact-finding" comes "fact-facing." Nak-
ed truth can be embarrassing, but we must develop the art
of listening before speaking. And after we have gathered the
facts, let us have the courage to face up to the truth.

Nicodemus said to the other Pharisees, "Doth our law
judge any man, before it hear him, and know what he
doeth?" (John 7:51) Many of the Jewish leaders were more
interested in condemning Jesus than in hearing his case.

The New English Bible translates this proverb as follows:
"To answer a question before you have heard it out is both
stupid and insulting." Cor
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It is not good to eat much honey: so for men to search
their own glory is not glory (Prov. 25:27).

Honey
A highly nutritious food, honey was often found in an-

cient times in trees, in holes in the ground, in crevices be-
tween rocks, and other places where wild bees might choose
to build combs. Samson once slew a young lion, later to
return and find bees and honey in the carcase. The honey
in the carcase of the lion became the subject of a riddle:
"Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong
came forth sweetness" (Judg. 14:5-18).

Jonathan once found wild honey in a forest and his eyes
brightened when he ate some of it (1 Sam. 14:25-30). Honey
was among the food items brought to David and his men
at Mahanaim in the days of Absalom's rebellion (2 Sam.
17:27-29). Wild honey was a basic part of the diet of John
the Baptist (Matt. 3:4).

But because honey is so rich and sweet, it cannot be eaten
in large amounts. While it is recommended for food in Pro-
verbs 24:13, there is a warning about eating too much of
it in Proverbs 25: 16. "Hast thou found honey? eat so much
as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled therewith, and
vomit it."

Some good things can be bad if indulged in to excess.
Happy is the person who avoids overdoing. Just as too much
honey can be nauseous, many things can be carried to harm-
ful extremes. Know when to stop.

Just as it is not good to eat much honey, there is no glory
in one's searching out his own glory. The Amplified Bible
gives Proverbs 25:27 as follows: "It is not good to eat much
honey, so for men to seek glory, their own glory, causes suf-
fering and is not glory."

(1) Some people fish for praise. Sometimes the real ob-
ject in one's bragging on another is to solicit a return com-
pliment. He baits the conversational hook with praise, hop-
ing to catch compliments for the feeding of his ego.
Sometimes one belittles himself to invite contradiction. He
would be furious if someone else said about him what he
says about himself. He fully expects to be corrected and told
how wonderful he really is!

(2) Some engage in self-centered conversation. They seem
to enjoy singing their own praises. But even if one is not
praising himself, the habit of talking mainly about one's own

(456)

self can become offensive to others and appear as egotism.

(3) Preachers are sometimes glory-seekers. And I do not
refer now to eternal glory! The example of Paul commends
itself to every gospel preacher. "Nor of men sought we
glory," said the apostle (l Thess. 2:6). Preachers seeking
the praise of men are a sorry lot. "When Christ is to be ex-
alted, the preacher must be willing to be unnoticed" (G.
Barlow).

(4) Some aI/ow the love of human glory to keep them from
believing on Jesus. The Lord said to unbelieving Jews on
one occasion: "I am come in my Father's name, and ye
receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him
ye will receive. How can ye believe, which receive honour
one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from
God only?" (John 5:43,44) As Adam Clarke sums it up,
"The grand obstacle to the salvation of the scribes and
Pharisees was their pride, vanity, and self-love. They lived
on each other's praise ... This is the ruin of millions. They
would be religious, if religion and worldly honour were con-
nected."

(5) Some allow the love of praise to keep them from con-
fessing Christ. "Nevertheless among the chief rulers also
many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they
did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the
synagogue: For they loved the praise of men more than the
praise of God" (John 12:42,43). The Pharisees knew what
they were doing when they made it a rule that anyone who
confessed Jesus as the Messiah would be excommunicated.
Some of the chief rulers believed on him, but they dared
not confess him. They did not wish to be kicked out of the
synagogue because they were more concerned about the
praise of men than the praise of God. What a tragedy!

The person who seeks his own glory is little deserving of
honor. Self-praise stinks!

Self-praise is a poor recommendation. The individual who
blows his own trumpet and seeks glory for himself is ob-
noxious. His attitude is the opposite of the spirit of humili-
ty taught by the Master.

There is no glory in one's seeking his own glory, that is,
one is not to be praised for seeking honor from others. True
honor from the Lord comes to the lowly in spirit. "And
whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that
shall humble himself shall be exalted" (Matt. 23: 12). err
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He that passeth by, and meddleth with strife belonging
n~t to him, is like one that taketh a dog by the ears (Prov.
26:17).

No lesson could be more obvious than that taught and
illustrated in this proverb. However, some people have not
learned the lesson.

It seems difficult for certain persons to tend to their own
affairs and avoid meddling in things "belonging not" to
them.

Why There Is Meddling in Affairs of Others
Before turning attention to the mischief caused by med-

dling, consider some basic reasons for meddlesomeness.

(1) Not usefully occupied. The fellow who has too much
free time on his hands is more likely to pry and intrude into
things that are none of his business. One who keeps busy
with his own work has not time to delve into another's
business.

Recognizing the mischief to which idleness can lead, Paul
issued a warning about young widows who "learn to be idle,
wandering about from house to house; and not only idle,
but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they
ought not." He advised therefore "that the younger women
marry, bear children, guide the house," in other words, keep
fully occupied with useful domestic duties (1 Tim. 5:13, 14).

(2) Nosiness. It appears that some people are obsessed
with curiosity, especially about the personal affairs of others.
They are preoccupied with the desire to pry, ask questions,
inject themselves, pick up tidbits of news and gossip, and
intrude into all the concerns of others.

This inquisitive disposition leads to unwelcome and harm-
ful intrusiveness.

(3) Conceit. Many times it is one's ego that contributes
to his being a meddler. He really thinks he can manage the
lives of others better than they can manage their own; he
believes he can solve their problem better than they can; he
is convinced that he has superior knowledge.

I know a preacher who has the reputation of meddling in
the problems of young people (especially girls) in their rela-
tionship with their parents. I suppose he is egotistical enough
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to think he knows more about how parents ought to be rais-
ing their daughters than the parents know. He had made
a real nuisance of himself in some cases.

Meddling Invites Trouble
To interfere in disputes which are not our concern is to

invite trouble. "We should be sure of our call to act before
we meddle in others' affairs. It is rare that it can be our du-
ty to volunteer the office of judge" (E. Johnson).

One time a certain man said to Jesus, "Master, speak to
my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me." Some
who claim to follow Jesus would have jumped at the chance
to get involved in this domestic problem. Jesus answered,
"Man, who made me a judge or divider over you?" (Lk.
12:13,14) Jesus refused to be drawn into this case.

The meddler in strife invites double trouble. Both parties
may become enraged. He is indeed as foolish as one who
grabs a strange dog by the ears! The old Septuagint transla-
tion renders this proverb as follows: "As he that lays hold
of a dog's tail, so is he that makes himself the champion
of another's cause." Well, whether you take the dog by the
ears or by the tail, you invite barking, snapping, biting, and
injury to yourself!

The Mischief of Meddling
The meddling spirit leads to misunderstanding and much

mischief. People who fancy that everybody they come across
is somehow under their jurisdiction cause more problems
than they solve.

Both Paul and Peter warned against our becoming
busybodies. Adam Clarke describes busybodies as "imper-
tinent meddlers with other people's circumstances and
domestic affairs; magnifying or minifying, mistaking or
underrating, every thing; news-mongers and telltales; an
abominable race, the curse of every neighbourhood where
they live, and a pest to religious society."

But, as Albert Barnes aptly notes, "there is no class of
persons who will so little heed good counsel as those who
have a propensity to intermeddle with the affairs of others."

The meddler in strife belonging not to him often brings
suffering to himself. He needs to learn the difference be-
tween suffering as a busybody and suffering as a Christian
(1 Pet. 4:15,16), Gt
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A Nagging Woman
A continual dropping In a very

rainy day and a contentious woman
are alike. Whosoever hideth her
hideth the wind, and the ointment
of his right hand, which bewrayeth
Itself (Prov, 27: 15, 16).

Sometimes this proverb brings a
smile. In 19:13 and 21:9,19 there are
similar statements. Laying all humor
aside, we need to see the seriousness
in the comparison.

Continual Vexation
Have you ever lived in an old house

with a leaky roof? On a day when
there is heavy rain you set buckets
and pans under the leaks. Drip! Drip!
Drip! After a time this continual
dripping becomes highly annoying.
You empty a bucket and put it back
under one of the leaks. Plink! Plink!
Plink! Plunk! Plunk! The dripping
never lets up. Soon it's time to emp-
ty another container. You long for
the rain to stop.

A comparison is drawn between
the dripping rain and a contentious
woman. In each case one is made un-
comfortable by the unbroken con-
tinuity of something irritating.
Delitzsch remarks, "An Arab pro-
verb which I once heard from Wetz-
stein, says that there are three things
which make our house intolerable

. the trickling through of rain
. the contention of the wife
. and . . . bugs."

Some women complain constant,
ly. They persistently find fault with
their husbands. They are belligerent
in their attitude. They scold and
chine, bicker and quarrel. A man
who is married to a nagging woman
has torment rather than joy.

This is one of many reasons for
choosing carefully in the selection of
a companion for life. The one thing
that most courting couples do not
want is advice. But a young man may

9

avoid a long life of misery by heeding
the counsel of a friend who cautions
him not to marry a girl who constant-
ly nags. (And a girl invites a life of
trouble by marrying the wrong kind
of boy.)

How to Avoid Nagging
Here are some suggestions to help

a wife avoid being one who nags:

(I) Realize that nagging has a
negative influence. Any member of
the family - husband, wife, son,
daughter, grandparent, or in-1aws-
who nags continually becomes a
nuisance to others in the family.
Everyone should strive for peace and
harmony in the home. Each family
member should pray:

Lord, this humble house we'd keep
Sweet with love and calm with peace.
Help us so that we may give
Beauty to the lives we live.
Let thy love and let thy grace
Shine upon our dwelling place.

(2) Contribute ideas in a logical
way. A good husband wants to share
his wife's thoughts. He needs to
know her feelings, wishes, and
preferences. Her ideas will carry
more influence with him when of-
fered in a logical manner rather than
by persistent scolding and urging.

(3) Learn contentment. Paul learn-
ed that in whatsoever circumstance he
was, therewith to be content (Phil.
4:11). Godliness accompanied by
contentment is great gain (l Tim.
6:6). This includes learning to live
within one's financial means. "Many
women have not been able to live
within the means provided by their
husbands. They have been ex-
travagant and selfish, and they have
lost the love and respect of their hus-
band. . . While these wives have
been dependent on their husbands'
salaries and have driven them
relentlessly to earn more than they
were capable, they have added to the
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unhappiness by constant complaining
and comparisons of their lot with
others around whom they considered
more fortunate. Many homes have
thus been torn with strife until they
end in divorce" (lrven Lee, Good
Homes In A Wicked World, p. 113).

(4) Be thankful. Gratitude deters
discontentment. When tempted to
fuss at your husband, pause to thank
God that you have a husband. Before
cutting him down by reminding him
of his faults, be grateful that he has
some good qualities.

(5) Radiate joy and love. "Mar-
riage is a lifetime union of a man and
a woman. This idea is widely derid-
ed today by those who point out that
it is better to live in love, unshackled
by vows, than to live in hatred
because of vows that have ceased to
be meaningful. If that is the alter-
native, one could scarcely argue. But
there is another possibility: live in
love that grows with the years" (An-
drew W. Blackwood, Jr.). Resolve to
be a loving wife, not a nagging wife.

(6) Show meekness with subjec-
tion. This was the recommendation
of Peter to women whose husbands
were not Christians (1 Pet. 3:1-5). A
meek and quiet spirit is much to be
preferred over a quarrelsome spirit.

No Hiding Nor Restraining
The man who is married to a con-

tentious woman can no more conceal
her than he could hide the effects of
the wind. And restraining her is out
of the question. "He who would
restrain her restrains the wind, And
grasps oil with his right hand"
(NASB).

Mid pleasures and palaces though we
may roam,

Be it ever so humble, there's no place
like home"

Unless a nagging woman puts leaks
in the dome! Gt
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Frankness I<'inds Favor
He that rebuketh a man afterwards shall find more favour

than he that flattereth with the tongue (Prov, 28:23).

Although there are people who do not care what others
think about them, most of us desire the esteem and good
will of our acquaintances. Our words and actions toward
others reflect our inclination to find favor with them.

On the surface it seems that rebuking someone is not the
way to gain his respect and admiration, but frankness finds
more favor then flattery.

Rebuke
The Hebrew word for "rebuke" (yakach) in this proverb

means to decide, judge, reprove, or correct. We rebuke a
person when we take him to task or reprimand him.

(1) Rebuking requires courage. It is much easier to brag
on someone than to tell him that he wrong. When God
charged Nathan the prophet to go to David and convict him
of the sin of adultery, it took boldness on Nathan's part
to fulfill the assignment (2 Sam. 12). David was the king
of Israel. He had great power. Already he had arranged to
dispose of Uriah the Hittite. If he became angry toward
Nathan, the prophet might be imprisoned or put to death.
Natahn courageously went to David and pointed out his
sinfulness.

(2) Rebuking may be painful. Possibly there are some who
relish telling another his faults, but a conscientious person,
keenly aware of his own shortcomings, finds no pleasure
in confronting another about his transgressions. "Nothing
is more irritating or hardening than to be rebuked by one
who evidently enjoys his office. But if the one who points
out our fault is evidently deeply pained himself, we must
be very obdurate if we are insensible to such an appeal. The
wayward child is conquered, not by the rod in his mother's
hand, but by the tears in her eyes" (E. Hurndall).

(3) Rebuking shows love. Paul found it painful to rebuke
his bethren but love compelled him. He expressed his feel-
ings this way: "For out of much affliction and anguish of
heart I wrote unto you with many tears; not that ye should
be grieved, but that ye might know the love which I have
more abundantly unto you" (2 Cor. 2:4).

(4) Rebuking is commanded. God told the Israelites,
"Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt
in any wise rebu ke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon
him" (Lev. 19:11). The command to rebuke one who sins

(108)

was to avoid developing hatred toward him and [0 avoid
complicity in his sin. Jesus taught that if a brother trespasses
against thee, "go and tell him his fault between thee and
him alone" (Matt. 18:15). Again, Jesus commanded, "If
thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he re-
pent, forgive him" (Lk. 17:3).

(5) A rebuke is a call to repentance. The aim in castigating
someone is to produce godly sorrow which in turn brings
about repentance. The design of a rebuke is not punishment.
Read Paul's remarks in 2 Corinthians 7:8-10 on this point.

(6) A rebuke may cause temporary displeasure. The one
who is reproved may not like his medicine. He may get angry
and attempt to justify his misconduct.

Favor Afterwards
In the long run rebuke is more likely to bring admiration

and respect than displeasure. "We are so prone to self-love,
and pride, that the most prudent, and needful rebukes are
apt to create transient displeasure. Yet upon reflection most
men will have a better opinion of a faithful reprover, than
of a soothing flatterer, and will show him more favour" (T.
Scott).

When the rebuked person comes to his senses, his heart
will be grateful toward the individual who pointed out his
fault and convicted him of his sin.

Failure of Flattery
As Proverbs 26:28 states it, "a flattering mouth worketh

ruin." How many people do you know who have been
brought to repentance through flattery? The real friend is
not the flatterer but one who rebukes in the spirit of love.

"He who gives us kisses when he ought to give us reproof,
or who holds back deserved rebuke from cowardice, is more
cruel than if he withheld from us an indispensable medicine
simply because it had a bitter taste. And if a wound is to
be probed it is surely better for the patient that it should
be done by a skillful and tender hand than by one who has
no sympathy with us and no acquaintance with our inner
life" (W. Harris).

Firm, frank, and kind rebuke finds more favor than flat-
tery will ever produce. Gr
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Where there is no vision, the
people perish: but he that keepeth
the law, happy is he (Prov. 29:18).

The first part of this proverb is
quoted frequently and pretty general-
ly misapplied.

Vision
The "vision" under consideration

is not an object of imaginative con-
templation or foresight. Sometimes
when a preacher is trying to awaken
brethren to the need for looking
ahead, planning wisely, and showing
some power of discernment, he
reminds them that where there is no
vision, the people perish. Admitted-
ly, we need foresight and insight; we
need to look ahead and think ahead;
we need to try to envision what can
be done by determination and faith.

- However, the "vision" of this
passage is divine revelation. The
Hebrew word is chazon, meaning
"vision, night-vision, or dream; pro-
phetic vision; oracle or prophecy"
(Wilson's O. T. Word Studies). It is
synonymous with the word of the
Lord. Note how the word is used in
1 Samuel 3: 1. "And the word of the
Lord was precious in those days;
there was no open vision" (cf. 2
Chron. 32:32; lsa. 1: 1).

The New International Version
renders it, "Where there is no revela-
tion, the people cast off restraint

"

Revelation Is Needed
The following are some of the

reasons why mankind needs revela-
tion from God:

(1) To understand the character of
God. We would know nothing of
God's personal attributes and
qualities of character if He had not
revealed Himself. "In nature are
clearly seen God's existence, wisdom,

(134)
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and power, but not his moral at-
tributes. A knowledge of the true
God has ever been the most pressing
need of our race" (H. W. Everest,
The Divine Demonstration, p. 29).
We cannot "discover" God as one
might find some scientific fact
through experiments in a lab.

(2) To be in fellowship with God.
By divine revelation we learn that sin
separates us from God. We must de-
pend on His word to learn how to ob-
tain forgiveness of sins and be
brought into spiritual union with
Him. We cannot rely on personal
fancies and feelings. "A religion based
on mere feelings is the vaguest, most
unreliable, most unstable of all things"
(James Orr, The Christian View of
God and the World, p. 20).

(3) To do the will of God. A ser-
vant cannot do his master's bidding
unless he knows his master's wishes.
\Ve do not serve God out of animal
instinct, intuition, or by following
human plans. To serve God we must
have direction from God. All through
the ages Jehovah has revealed to
mankind what He req uires and
expects.

(4) To know our purpose and
destiny. Life is an unsolved mystery
to people who reject God's unveiling
of His plan and purpose for us. The
grave does not open its mouth to
disclose what lies beyond. We need
God's revelation to understand the
meaning of life.

Perishing People
Without vision, people perish. The

Hebrew word for "perish" is para,
meaning "to throw off, to let loose;
hence to uncover, to make naked
... " (Wilson). It is the term used
in Exodus 32:25, which says, "And
when Moses saw that the people were
naked; (for Aaron had made them
naked unto their shame among their
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enemies). "
The people
had thrown
off restraint,
let themselves
loose, or
made them-
selves naked.

"Where
there is no VISIOn, the people are
unrestrained. . ." (NASB). This
means that in the absence of revela-
tion from God there is confusion,
rebellion, disorder, strife, vice, and
loss of character.

"Where the revealed will of God,
as expressed in His word, is not kept
constantly in view, His people break
loose from their allegiance" (A.F.
Walls). "Out of touch with God,
man loses his humanness, and thus
goes wild, becoming little better than
the animal world" (George Kufeldt).

How thankful we should be for the
Bible and for faithful teachers! God
has not left us to walk in darkness.
His revelation is available to us.

It is unfortunate that thousands of
souls ignore God's word. They are
without divine guidance by their own
choice. No wonder they are
perishing! No wonder they go wild!
No wonder they make themselves
naked! No wonder they show no
vigilance in conduct! No wonder they
plunge deeper and deeper into
iniquity!

Key to Happiness
". . But he that keepth the law,

happy is he." The design of God's
word is to bless mankind. It is not
enough that we have His revelation;
we must heed it.

"But be ye doers of the word, and
not hearers only ... " (Jas, 1:22).

Or
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A Nagging Woman
A continual dropping In a very

rainy day and a contentious woman
are alike. Whosoever hldeth her
hldeth the wind, and the ointment
of his right hand, which bewrayeth
Itself (Prov. 27:15,16).

Sometimes this proverb brings a
smile. In 19:13 and 21:9, 19 there are
similar statements. Laying all humor
aside, we need to see the seriousness
in the comparison.

Continual Vexation
Have you ever lived in an old house

with a leaky roof? On a day when
there is heavy rain you set buckets
and pans under the leaks. Drip! Drip!
Drip! After a time this continual
dripping becomes highly annoying.
You empty a bucket and put it back
under one of the leaks. Plink! Plink!
Plink! Plunk! Plunk! The dripping
never lets up. Soon it's time to emp-
ty another container. You long for
the rain to stop.

A comparison is drawn between
the dripping rain and a contentious
woman. In each case one is made un-
comfortable by the unbroken con-
tinuity of something irritating.
Delitzsch remarks, "An Arab pro-
verb which I once heard from Wetz-
stein, says that there are three things
which make our house intolerable

. . the trickling through of rain
. . the contention of the wife
. . and . . . bugs."

Some women complain constant-
ly. They persistently find fault with
theirhusoands. They are belligerent

P in their attitude. They scold and
chide, bicker and quarrel. A man
who is married to a nagging woman
as torment rat er t an JOY.

This is one of many reasons for
choosing carefully in the selection of
a companion for life. The one thing
that most courting couples do not
want is advice. But a young man may
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avoid a long life of misery by heeding
the counsel of a friend who cautions
him not to marry a girl who constant-
ly nags. (And a girl invites a life of
trouble by marrying the wrong kind
of boy.)

How to Avoid Nagging
Here are some suggestions to help

a wife avoid being one who nags:

(1) Realize that nagging has a
negative influence. Any member of
the family - husband, wife, son,
daughter, grandparent, or in-laws-
who nags continually becomes a
nuisance to others in~ the famil~·

-Everyone should strive for peace ana
~harmony in the home. Each family
member should pray: ._--

Lord, this humble house we'd keep
Sweet with love and calm with peace.
Help us so that we may give
Beauty to the lives we live.
Let thy love and let thy grace
Shine upon our dwelling place.

(2) Contribute ideas in a logical
way. A good husband wants to share
his wife's thoughts. He needs to
know her feelings, wishes, and
preferences. Her ideas will carry
more influence with him when of-
fered in a logical manner rather than
by persistent scolding and urging.

(3)Learn contentment. Paul learn-
ed that in whatsoever circumstance he
was, therewith to be content (Phil.
4: 11). Godliness accompanied by
contentment is great gain (I Tim.
6:6). This includes learning to live
within one's financial means. "Many
women have not been able to live
within the means provided by their
husbands. They have been ex-
travagant and selfish, and they have
lost the love and respect of their hus-
band. . . While these wives have
been dependent on their husbands'
salaries and have driven them
relentlessly to earn more than they
were capable, they have added to the
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unhappiness by constant complaining
and comparisons of their lot with
others around whom they considered
more fortunate. Many homes have
thus been torn with strife until they
end in divorce" (lrven Lee, Good
Homes In A Wicked World, p. 113).

(4) Be thankful. Gratitude deters
discontentment. When tempted to
fuss at your husband, pause to thank
God that you have a husband. Before
cutting him down by reminding him
of his faults, be grateful that he has
some good qualities.

(5) Radiate joy and love. "Mar-
riage is a lifetime union of a man and
a woman. This idea is widely derid-
ed today by those who point out that
it is better to live in love, unshackled
by vows, than to live in hatred
because of vows that have ceased to
be meaningful. If that is the alter-
native, one could scarcely argue. But
there is another possibility: live in
love that grows with the years" (An-
drew W. Blackwood, Jr.). Resolve to
be a loving wife, not a nagging wife.

(6) Show meekness with subjec-
tion. This was the recommendation
of Peter to women whose husbands
were not Christians (I Pet. 3:1-5). A
meek and quiet spirit is much to be
preferred over a quarrelsome spirit.

No Hiding Nor Restraining
The man who is married to a con-

tentious woman can no more conceal
her than he could hide the effects or"
the wind. And restraining her is out
of the question. ':Be who woulci,
restrain her restrains the wind, And
grasps oil with his right hand"
(NASB).

Mid pleasures and palaces though we
may roam,

Be it ever so humble, there's no place
like home"

Unless a nagging woman puts leaks
in the dome! Gr
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Where there is no vision, the
people perish: but he that keepeth
the law, happy is he (Prov. 29:18).

The first part of this proverb is
quoted frequently and pretty general-
ly misapplied.

Vision
The "vision" under consideration

is not an object of imaginative con-
templation or foresight. Sometimes
when a preacher is trying to awaken
brethren to the need for looking
ahead, planning wisely, and showing
some power of discernment, he
reminds them that where there is no
vision, the people perish. Admitted-
ly, we need foresight and insight; we
need to look ahead and think ahead;
we need to try to envision what can
be done by determination and faith.

However, the "vision" of this
passage is divine revelation. The
Hebrew word is chazon, meaning
"vision, night-vision, or dream; pro-
phetic vision; oracle or prophecy"
(Wilson's O. T. Word Studies). It is
synonymous with the word of the
Lord. Note how the word is used in
1 Samuel 3: 1. "And the word of the
Lord was precious in those days;
there was no open vision" (cf. 2
Chron. 32:32; Isa. 1: 1).

The New International Version
renders it, "Where there is no revela-
tion, the people cast off restraint

"

Revelation Is Needed
The following are some of the

reasons why mankind needs revela-
tion from God:

(1) To understand the character of
God. We would know nothing of
God's personal attributes and
qualities of character if He had not
revealed Himself. "In nature are
clearly seen God's existence, wisdom,
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and power, but not his moral at-
tributes. A knowledge of the true
God has ever been the most pressing
need of our race" (H.W. Everest,
The Divine Demonstration, p. 29).
We cannot "discover" God as one
might find some scientific fact
through experiments in a lab.

(2) To be in fellowship with God.
By divine revelation we learn that sin
separates us from God. We must de-
pend on His word to learn how to ob-
tain forgiveness of sins and be
brought into spiritual union with
Him. We cannot rely on personal
fancies and feelings. "A religion based
on mere feelings is the vaguest, most
unreliable, most unstable of all things"
(James Orr, The Christian View of
God and the World, p. 20).

(3) To do the will of God. A ser-
vant cannot do his master's bidding
unless he knows his master's wishes.
We do not serve God out of animal
instinct, intuition, or by following
human plans. To serve God we must
have direction from God. All through
the ages Jehovah has revealed to
mankind what He requires and
expects.

(4) To know our purpose and
destiny. Life is an unsolved mystery
to people who reject God's unveiling
of His plan and purpose for us. The
grave does not open its mouth to
disclose what lies beyond. We need
God's revelation to understand the
meaning of life.

Perishing People
Without vision, people perish. The

Hebrew word for "perish" is para,
meaning "to throw off, to let loose;
hence to uncover, to make naked
. . ." (Wilson). It is the term used
in Exodus 32:25, which says, "And
when Moses saw that the people were
naked; (for Aaron had made them
naked unto their shame among their
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enemies). "
The people
had thrown
off restraint,
let themselves
loose, or
made them-
selves naked.

"Where
there is no VISion, the people are
unrestrained. . ." (NASB). This
means that in the absence of revela-
tion from God there is confusion,
rebellion, disorder, strife, vice, and
loss of character.

"Where the revealed will of God,
as expressed in His word, is not kept
constantly in view, His people break
loose from their allegiance" (A.F.
Walls). "Out of touch with God,
man loses his humanness, and thus
goes wild, becoming little better than
the animal world" (George Kufeldt).

How thankful we should be for the
Bible and for faithful teachers! God
has not left us to walk in darkness.
His revelation is available to us.

It is unfortunate that thousands of
souls ignore God's word. They are
without divine guidance by their own
choice. No wonder they are
perishing! No wonder they go wild!
No wonder they make themselves
naked! No wonder they show no
vigilance in conduct! No wonder they
plunge deeper and deeper into
iniquity!

Key to Happiness
" . But he that keepth the law,

happy is he." The design of God's
word is to bless mankind. It is not
enough that we have His revelation;
we must heed it.

"But beye doers of the word, and
not hearers only. . ." (Jas. 1:22).

Gr
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Frankness Finds Favor
He that rebuketh a man afterwards shall find more favour

than he that f1attereth with the tongue (Prov. 28:23).

Although there are people who do not care what others
think about them, most of us desire the esteem and good
will of our acquaintances. Our words and actions toward
others reflect our inclination to find favor with them.

On the surface it seems that rebuking someone is not the
way to gain his respect and admiration, but frankness finds
more favor then flattery.

Rebuke
The Hebrew word for "rebuke" (yakach} in this proverb

means to decide, judge, reprove, or correct. We rebuke a
person when we take him to task or reprimand him.

(1) Rebuking requires courage. It is much easier to brag
on someone than to tell him that he wrong. When God
charged Nathan the prophet to go to David and convict him
of the sin of adultery, it took boldness on Nathan's part
to fulfill the assignment (2 Sam. 12). David was the king
of Israel. He had great power. Already he had arranged to
dispose of Uriah the Hittite. If he became angry toward
Nathan, the prophet might be imprisoned or put to death.
Natahn courageously went to David and pointed out his
sinfulness.

(2) Rebuking may be painful. Possibly there are some who
relish telling another his faults, but a conscientious person,
keenly aware of his own shortcomings, finds no pleasure
in confronting another about his transgressions. "Nothing
is more irritating or hardening than to be rebuked by one
who evidently enjoys his office. But if the one who points
out our fault is evidently deeply pained himself, we must
be very obdurate if we are insensible to such an appeal. The
wayward child is conquered, not by the rod in his mother's
hand, but by the tears in her eyes" (E. Hurndall).

(3) Rebuking shows love. Paul found it painful to rebuke
his bethren but love compelled him. He expressed his feel-
ings this way: "For out of much affliction and anguish of
heart I wrote unto you with many tears; not that ye should
be grieved, but that ye might know the love which I have
more abundantly unto you" (2 Cor. 2:4).

(4) Rebuking is commanded. God told the Israelites,
"Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt
in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon
him" (Lev. 19:17). The command to rebuke one who sins

(108)

was to avoid developing hatred toward him and to avoid
complicity in his sin. Jesus taught that if a brother trespasses
against thee, "go and tell him his fault between thee and
him alone" (Matt. 18:15). Again, Jesus commanded, "If
thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he re-
pent, forgive him" (Lk. 17:3).

(5) A rebuke is a call to repentance. The aim in castigating
someone is to produce godly sorrow which in turn brings
about repentance. The design of a rebuke is not punishment.
Read Paul's remarks in 2 Corinthians 7:8-10 on this point.

(6) A rebuke may cause temporary displeasure. The one
who is reproved may not like his medicine. He may get angry
and attempt to justify his misconduct.

Favor Afterwards
In the long run rebuke is more likely to bring admiration

and respect than displeasure. "We are so prone to self-love,
and pride, that the most prudent, and needful rebukes are
apt to create transient displeasure. Yet upon reflection most
men will have a better opinion of a faithful reprover, than
of a soothing flatterer, and will show him more favour" (T.
Scott).

When the rebuked person comes to his senses, his heart
will be grateful toward the individual who pointed out his
fault and convicted him of his sin.

Failure of Flattery
As Proverbs 26:28 states it, "a flattering mouth worketh

ruin." How many people do you know who have been
brought to repentance through flattery? The real friend is
not the flatterer but one who rebukes in the spirit of love.

"He who gives us kisses when he ought to give us reproof,
or who holds back deserved rebuke from cowardice, is more
cruel than if he withheld from us an indispensable medicine
simply because it had a bitter taste. And if a wound is to
be probed it is surely better for the patient that it should
be done by a skillful and tender hand than by one 'who has
no sympathy with us and no acquaintance with our inner
life" (W. Harris).

Firm, frank, and kind rebuke finds more favor than flat-
tery will ever produce. Gr
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Wearing Out
Our Welcome

Withdraw thy foot from thy
neighbor's house; lest he be weary
of thee, and so hate thee (Prov.
25:17).

My first acquaintance with this
proverb was during my freshman
year in college. Some of the boys
whose dormitory room was down the
hall from mine had posted Solomon's
wise words on their door.

Value of Visiting
In this age when more and more

people are making their lives TV-
centered rather than Christ-centered,
the disposition to visit is declining.
Christians cannot afford to lose sight
of the value of visiting.

(1) To get acquainted. In some
congregations there are members who
never visit in the homes of other
members, consequently they know
each other only in a casual way. A
visitation committee sounds too for-
mal and a bit artificial, but I confess
that I had rather see somebody do-
ing some visiting than nobody. We
need to get acquainted with new
members and prospective members.

(2) For social purposes. By nature
we are social creatures. We need the
association of other people. In-
dividuals who isolate themselves
from the company of others are miss-

ing out on friendships that enrich life.

(3) To teach or admonish. There
are many who need instruction from
the word of God. They are not get-
ting it in church services because they
are not attending those services.
There are backsliders and negligent
people who need to be admonished
Calling on others to teach or ad-
monish them is a noble work. Some
can be reached through personal
visits who will never be reached in
other ways.

(4) To aid sick and shut-ins. Some
elderly people need regular visits.
They need help to do their shopping,
house cleaning, etc. Some have pro-
longed illnesses that keep them con-
fined. They appreciate visits to cheer
them and encourage them. It is easy
to forget the aged and shut-ins. This
we must not do. Visits to people in
the hospital should be brief and in
strict accordance with hospital rules.

(5) To show personal interest.
When someone has lost a loved one,
a visit to express sympathy may be in
order. When it is sensed that someone
is despondent or having a serious
problem, a visit from a friend can be
helpful. A brief visit to welcome a
newcomer may be long remembered.
There are times when it means so
much just to know that others care.

Visitation Without Vexation
Too frequent visiting of an ac-

quaintance, or staying too long dur-
ing a visit, can be annoying. People
who appreciate another's interest in
them resent being smothered. A
welcome visit can be turned into an
unwelcome intrusion.

Blessed is the man who can visit his
neighbor as a friend, not as a pest!
It is better that one's neighbor rejoice
over his visit than over his termina-
tion of a visit!

Good manners, courtesy, and
respect for the time and privacy of a
friend should govern our visiting his
home. "There should be a sacred
reserve of a delicate mutual respect
even in the most intimate relations of
friendship" (E. Johnson).

The proverb under consideration is
translated as follows in the New In-
ternational Version: "Seldom set foot
in your neighbor'S house - too much
of you, and he will hate you."

The principle of the proverb will
apply to telephone calls. Some peo-
ple like to visit by phone. They call
a neighbor or a friend, not for
anything important, but only to chat.
An occasional call of this type may
be appreciated, but too many such
calls can be a nuisance.

He who is vigilant in his visiting
avoids vexing his neighbor. If too
much visiting makes a neighbor feel
like a victim, the visitor may be view-
ed as a villian. Gr
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Preparation And Priorities
Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in

the field; and afterwards build thine house (prov. 24:27).

The advice of this verse is expressed in terms of rural life.
"'Everything done in its proper order' seems to be the
theme" (George Kufeldt). The lesson can be applied in a
modern setting.

Building A House
The word "house" (Heb. bayith) is used in a number of

ways in the Old Testament. Frequently, it "denotes a fix-
ed, established structure made from some kind of material."
Also, it is "used of those who live in a house, i.e., a
'household" (Nelson's Dictionary of O. T. Words).

This proverb may refer either to building a dwelling or
to building a family. Delitzsch says it applies to "not only
the building and setting in order of a convenient dwelling,
but also the bringing home of a housewife and the whole
setting up of a household."

Let us study the verse with both these ideas in mind. In
many cases the building of a dwelling house is closely con-
nected with the building of a family.

Preparation
The proverb speaks of preparing one's work and getting

his field ready before building his house. No one is ready
to build a house until certain arrangements have been made.

Preparation For A Dwelling
The following are among the necessary steps in anticipa-

tion of building a material house:

(1) Select a suitable location. A house on a hill cannot
be hid. A house in a low spot may be flooded when heavy
rains fall.

(2) Provide a plan. The size of the house must be deter-
mined, the layout drawn, the specifications outlined, and
the design thought out.

(3) Consider the cost. Materials and labor will be required.
Resources are essential. If one lacks the money, or else does
not make satisfactory financial arrangements, he may be
humiliated to see construction brought to a standstill after
the house has been started (Lk. 14:28-30).

(4) Obtain the materials. Houses are not built of dreams

and air. The availability of desired materials is a factor to
consider.

(5) Lay a good foundation. It is a waste to put a good
house on a flimsy foundation. Read Matthew 7:24-27.

Preparation For A Household
The following are among the steps which should be taken

in anticipation of building a family:

(1) Lay the groundwork of a well-ordered life. "As, in
a rural economy, well-worked fields justify and nourish the
farmhouse, so a well-ordered life (in things material and im-
material) should be established before marriage" (Derek
Kidner). The life that centers in serving God is well-ordered.

(2) Make financial provision. "It simply is not true that
two can live as cheaply as one. Living on love is a time-tested
way of destroying love, and installment buying follows close
behind" (Andrew W. Blackwood, Jr.).

(3) Carefully choose a marriage partner. God ordained
the marriage relationship, but a couple who fall in love may
not be ready to marry within the next half-hour!

(4) Consider the responsibilities. Parenthood places one
in a position of having serious decisions to make and duties
to perform. Rearing children is no easy task.

(5) Plan to succeed. A marriage should never be entered
on a trial basis. Be aware of the causes of wrecked homes
and determine to build on a solid foundation. Don't plan
to build a family unless you intend to make it one of the
most important aspects of your life.

Priorities
An important rule in life is to put first things first. The

proverb suggests this principle. First give attention to the
field which produces one's living, then turn attention to
building. This is good business advice. Provide the resources
before building what will require resources. To a farmer,
putting the land in good order before erecting a house is
sound economics.

Sometimes a young person, at the beginning of a career,
desires to be where only years of dedicated service will per-
mit. Hard work is not included in the list of priorities which
some have set for themselves. They want the promised land
without going through the wilderness. Gr
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Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he that rolleth
a stone, it will return upon him (Provo 26:27)0

Long ago hunters made pits as traps for animals. This
was a common method for capturing wild creatures. After
the deep pit had been scooped out, branches and grass would
be used to conceal the hole in the ground. But sometimes
a careless hunter would forget the exact location of a trap
and fall into it. Or, one might accidentally fall into the pit
while attempting to approach it.

In preparation for warfare heavy stones were rolled up
some height in order to hurl them down on the enemy. Cau-
.tion had to be exercised in rolling the stone upward lest it
roll down on the person trying to move it.

This proverb does more than acknowledge that one who
digs a pit might fall into it, and one who rolls a stone might
be crushed by the stone's rolling back on him. It implies
a principle that a person who devises an evil plot against
another often becomes the victim of his own scheme. Many
times someone experiences the harm which he designed for
another. Maliciousness works like a boomerang.

"The thought that destruction prepared for others recoils
~ upon its contriver, has found its expression everywhere

among men in divers forms of proverbial sayings" (F.
Delitzsch).

It is said of the wicked in Psalm 7:14-16, "Behold, he
travaileth with iniquity, and hath conceived mischief, and
brought forth falsehood. He made a pit, and digged it, and
is fallen into the ditch which he made. His mischief shall
return upon his own head, and his violent dealing shall come
down upon his own pate."

Case of Haman
A vivid illustration of the manner in which wicked

schemes can backfire is found in the book of Esther. It is
the case history of a man called Haman.

Esther was a lovely Jewish girl who was chosen to be the
queen when Ahasuerus was king of Persia. The king pro-
moted Haman the Agagite to be his prime minister. All the
king's servants and aU in the king's gate bowed and reverenc-
ed Haman. But Mordecai, a relative of Esther who had
reared her, refused to bow before the arrogant Agagite.

Haman was full of wrath and resolved to destroy all the
Jews throughout the kingdom, having learned that Mordecai
was a Jew. It was kept secret that Esther was of the Jewish
race. Haman convinced the king that there was a certain race
of people dispersed in all the provinces who were rebellious
.oward the king's laws, therefore should be destroyed. The
king trusted Haman and authorized him to proceed. Official

(44)

word went out that on a given date the Jews must be killed.

Mordecai sent word to Esther of this plot to exterminate
the Jews. The courageous queen made plans to risk her life
by approaching the king about this matter. In the meantime,
Haman built gallows fifty cubits high, intending to ask the
king's permission to hang Mordecai. That night the king
learned that long before a man named Mordecai had
reported a plot against the king and had saved his life. When
the king realized that Mordecai had never been honored for
this nobel deed, he spoke to Haman about how to honor
a man who deserved high honor.

Haman supposed that he was the man to be honored, so
he proposed a ride through the streets on the king's horse,
with the rider wearing the king's crown and arrayed in royal
apparel. How shocked and humiliated Haman was when he
was ordered to bring Mordecai and have him honored in
this manner.

Esther then disclosed to the king the wicked plot which
Haman had devised to destroy her people. The king was full
of wrath, and upon learning of the gallows which Haman
had built for the hanging of Mordecai, ordered that Haman
be hanged thereon. "So they hanged Haman on the gallows
that he had prepared for Mordecai" (Esth. 7: 10).

Avoid Wicked Schemes
Deceit, hate, and evil intent destroy the person possessed

of such a wicked spirit. "While judgment for sin is, in the
main, reserved for the hereafter, in many ways it begins even
now" (W. Ralph Thompson).

The fact that evil plans so often backfire gives added
reason for honesty and a spirit of holiness.

"A straightforward course is easy, and men are safe in it;
but it requires more skill than most men are endowed with
to manage a crooked and crafty policy safely, or so as to
be safe themselves in pursuing such a course. A spider will
weave a web for flies with no dangers to himself, for he is
made for that, and acts as if he understood all the intricacies
of his own web, and may move safely over it in every direc-
tion; but man was made to accomplish his purposes in an
open and upright way, not by fraud and deceit; hence, when
he undertakes a tortuous and crooked course - a plan of
secret and scheming policy - in order to ruin others, it often
becomes unmanageable by his own skill, or is suddenly
sprung upon himself. No one can overvalue a straightfor-
ward course in its influence on our ultimate happiness; no
one can overestimate the guilt and danger of a crooked and
secret policy in devising plans of evil" (Albert Barnes).

Beware of wicked plans; they will bommerang sooner or
later. Gr
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