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INTRODUCTION 

1. Paul, in our text, beseeches Christians to give their bodies a living sacrifice to the service of God. 

2. In so doing, it would be a holy sacrifice; a sacrifice acceptable to God. 

3. Our bodies have been bought with a price – I Cor. 6: 19 – 20. 

a. The body is for the Lord – I Cor. 6:13. 

4. Our bodies are to be presented to God through service; we are to worship God, preach and teach the 

gospel, minister to the needy and the needs of men who are sick throughout life. 

5. The life of a Christian is a sacrificial life. 

 

I. THERE IS A GREAT JOY IN SACRIFICE 

a. Paul talks about that JOY to the Philippians – Phil. 2:17. 

i. If the sacrifice of his life was needed to make their faith and service acceptable to God, 

he would rejoice. 

b. Jesus found JOY in the sacrifice He made for the human family’s salvation – Heb. 12;2. 

c. Jesus set forth the principle of this JOY in Acts 20:35 – “It is more blessed to give than to 

receive”. 

 

II. IN SACRIFICE TO GOD WE SHOW OUR LIVE FOR HIM AND RESPECT FOR HIS LAW OVER OUR 

PERSONAL INTEREST. 

a. Abel sacrificed to God “the firstlings of his flock and the fat thereof” –Gen. 4:4. 

i. He gave God the best. 

ii. He gave to God what a herdsman would like to keep for himself. 

iii. Heb. 11:4. 

b. The widow who gave her two mites is a striking picture of SACRIFICE – Mark 12: 41 -44. 

i. She willingly surrendered to God that which she had such an acute need of. 

ii. “She of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living” – Mark 12: 44. 

c. What costs us the most brings us the greatest JOY. 

 

III. SERVICE TO GOD, IF IT IS TO POSSESS ANY JOY AND VALUE, IS A VERY COSTLY AFFAIR. 

a. We all need to learn that those things worth possessing never come cheap – Luke 14: 25 – 33. 

b. David of old knew this and said, “Nay; but I will surely buy it of thee at a price:  neither will I 

offer burnt offerings unto the Lord my God of that which doth cost me nothing.  So David 

bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver” – 2 Samuel 24:24. 

c. Jesus said men must DENY themselves daily to follow Him – Luke 9: 23. 

 

IV. SACRIFICIAL LIVING INVOLVES A SACRIFICE OF OUR AFFECTIONS. 

a. “Jesus said unto him, thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 

and with all thy mind . . . this is the first and great commandment” – Matt. 22: 37 – 38. 

b. Jesus said we are to love God more than relatives – Matt. 10:37. 



c. We must love God more than life itself – Luke 14: 26. 

d. We are to let no earthly affection become a hindrance in our service to God. 

e. Paul said some would be “lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God” – 2 Tim. 3:4. 

f. Paul said some would love money – I Tim. 6:10. 

 

V. SACRIFICIAL LIVING INVOLVES THE SACRIFICE OF MONEY 

a. Sacrificial living calls for a sacrifice of money – Heb. 13:16. 

b. We should give sacrificially to support the cause of Christ – 2 Cor. 9: 6 – 7. 

c. We show our love for Him in our sacrificial giving – 2 Cor. 9: 8, 24. 

d. We are to give on the first day of the week – I Cor. 16:1 – 2. 

e. Without this sacrifice, the gospel cannot be spread. 

f. What does your religion cost you in actual money? 

i. Is God pleased with your sacrifice? 

 

VI. SACRIFICIAL LIVING INVOLVES THE SACRIFICE OF TIME 

a. So many in the church beg to be excused from any task in the Lord’s work, and will attempt to 

exonerate themselves by saying, “I JUST DON’T HAVE TIME”. 

b. It takes TIME to attend the Bible study and to attend every service of worship. 

c. It takes TIME to take care of the building and the Lord’s Table. 

d. It takes TIME to visit the sick. 

e. It takes TIME to save the lost. 

 

VII. SACRIFICIAL LIVING CALLS FOR A SACRIFICE OF OUR ABILITY 

a. Each Christian has some ABILITY – Matt. 25:15. 

b. What is your ABILITY in the Lord’s work? 

i. Is it to visit the sick? 

ii. Is it to teach the Word? 

iii. Is it to admonish the wayward and indifferent? 

iv. Is it to help the needy? 

 

VIII. IF YOU SHOULD LIST THE SACRIFICES THAT YOU HAVE MADE FOR CHRIST, WHAT WOULD YOU 

LIST? 

a. Do you forego some desired recreation to be able to give more time to the work of the Lord? 

b. Have you ever lost hours of needed sleep telling someone about Christ? 

c. Have you denied yourself a new dress or new suit, or something else new, in order to have 

more to give to the Lord? 

d. Have you ever driven an old car just one year longer than you might to help preach the gospel? 

e. Have you ever done without yourself to help others? 

f. Are you spending extra hours of study each week in order to teach a class on Sunday morning 

or Wednesday night? 

g. Have you ever opened your home for a Bible study? 

h. Have you suffered wrong rather than hurt a weak brother and cause trouble in the 

congregation? 



i. Are you ridiculed because of your faith in Christ? 

 

CONCLUSION 

Are you living a sacrificial life? 

Are you pleased with your life as a Christian? 

Can you do more?? 
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