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4 COURSE OF STUDY AND EXERCISES FOR PREACHERS



PREACHING

Some preachers heve never learned +o really outline their own sermons, They
prezch the sermons of others. They tske someone's sermon or outline and write
down con paper & few sentences as they read through the material, snd from this they
preach a sermon. Some may say, "I have.developed some very good messages in this
way, 80 I believe it is z good plan." It is true that sometimes sermons which ure
develeoped in this way zre very good, Fhile at other times, sermons developed by
this method are very poor. If the thinking and arrangement was good in the materizl
used, the oreacher presenting these borrowed thoughts might preach a good sermon;
but if the thinking and arrangement was poor in the other fellow's sermon then the
preacher following that pattern will deliver a very poor message, Of course, we
know %thut the thoughts which sre taken from scme other person's sermon had to be
thouglt out, Some other preacher has done the thinking in such a cese, Ugs his
thinking tHe best, or could it be improved upon? Again, we should remember that
others cen not alweay: do our thinking for us. e must learr to think for ourselves.
Reelly, do you not believe that it woula be better for us to be able to do some
thinking for ourselves? This method is g lazy man's system and it requires many
bocks., It mey require books *hat you do not have., It has g tendency to lead awsy
from Bible study. Because one resds the writings of others and not the Bible.  How—
ever, it is necessary to resd many books but the Bible should be first, Remember,
the Bible is the founitain of pure water, Again, we all reslize that this method
may ssve preachers some work once in a while, but will the borrowed message £it the
occasion? Is it what the congregation needs to hear? Will it do the most good?

A BETTER TAY

" This new method of sermon building will enable you to use your Bible and to
build your own sermons which will fit the oceasion wnd get good results. Tt will
accomplish 21l of this and more. First, it follows the normal process of the think-
ing of your sudierce and metivetes the people to respend to your purpose, It is a
brocess of leading the congregstion in their thirking and not trying te forece thenm
arbitrerily. You can lecad people & leét farther than you can drive them. Second,
it is & better type of arrargement.  You need a bird's-eye view of your subject so
that you can see where you are going., The audience also needs to see where they
gre being led, This type of arrangement will eneble vou to see whers you are
hesued. It is more like your netural thinking. This method is easier for you to
follow, as well as ‘the people of your sudience. , -

The people of the congregation should be considered when you build your ser-
mons., Anything that mekes it easy for the people to remember the sermon znd ecarry
away the lesson should not be neglected by you. It is a proven fact that the
average auclence cen carry away a lesson that is well planned, or that is outlined
accorting to their netural way of thinking a thousand times better than a sermon
thet 1s poorly arranged. Good arrangement of the sermon maiterial is absolutely
hecessary for good following on the part of the hesrers, If the thoughts presented
in the sermcn zre not clearly defined, the listeners will not be able to clearly
define either the thoughts of the message, or the duty that should arise therefrom;
and as a result the sermon is a feilure, You have wasted your time and the time of
the sucience. Many an sudience can truthfully say, "% have learned very little
from thet sermon,t

This methed slso opens-up new fields of thought, 2nd makes old sermons mean
more to you and to your audience. The attention step, the need step and the satis—
fection step will do this very thing for you., The atitention step will bring new
thoughts as you desl with it., This step will oper up & whole new field of thought.
“hen you begin to think about the need ster, many new thoughts will slso come your
way. The seme will be true when you deal with the sstisfauction step. This new
system will put new 1ife into your sermons, For as you arrange your thoughts ac-
cording to this method new theughts will come to you and these new thoughts will



help to round out your subjeet., Each perticular thought, when put in its proper
-lzce, will help to develop your sermcn into a betier message. It will =lso help
you to thirk for yourself. This is something that everyone needs to do,

ARRLNGELEN

Snrely there is not « nrsacher who would not agree with us that sermon materi-
als should be properly srrenged. Good arrangement is very important. Very often
the only differcnce between a powserful sermon and one lacking in power is o differ—
ence in the arrargement, It is still more izprrtent when regarding the effect up-
on the hearsrs. 'It.is recesszary in order to make the sermon intelligible. Many
think thet intelligivility is altogether sn affair of style. when really it is a
sutter of clesr thinking and good arrengement as much as enytiing else. Msny ser-
mons remind us of a lot of building meterisls pilec¢ on & lot ready to build -
house, Therc is ne order to it, These piles of different kinds of building
materisls resemblss many of the messages that we hear today, because they lsck
erreysemoent.  Carelessness in the o gher of arrangerent is onz of the most common
feults of preschers today, It ought to be consicered inexcussble because it in-
rlies a lack of leber, snd sn unriilingness to spend time on the sermon. Laziness
is a.sin thal many ; .=achers rneed to repent of ond turn sway from, The praacher
who neglects good arrungement in his sermons will rapidly lese instesd of irprov-
ing his ability to presch powerful sermons. Good preczchers gre not born but they
are developed by much training and m ny reers of experience, The prescher vho
negleete good arresngement in his sermons is not growing but 1is going baclward,

Meny older preschers have not oore as far as they could hsave because they have
neglected the arrsngement of their sermons.

PERSUASTIVE SERMCNS

iany preaschers know the Bible well but they zre very poor at preaching be-
csuse they have not learned the methods of persuasion. "e often hear people say
concerning some preacher, "He knows tl.e 2ible, but he cannot preasch."™ This new
metiod is the persuasive tyoe of sermons that will help the person who knows the
Bible to become & powerful preacher, Lo you know that persusding is influencing?
Persuusion in one form or another plays = part in our everydey lives. Business
cannot sueceed without persuszsive szles forces to dispose of the merchandise menu-
feetured. People of every wilk of 1ife heve lesrned that persucsion in some form
or wnother is nccessery in everydsy 1ife, Frecchsrs must also earry on their
daily work largely in terms of persuasive techniques, Persuasion is a mecns of
molaing feelirgs, convictions, »nd achions. By the use of persussive sermons we
ars uble to lesd people to change their feelings and attitudes through which their
cenduct is motiveted., ¥Followers of fulse doctrines sre persuaded to drop their
filse religior. and to accept the tiuth, Through persussive sermons thev are in-
duced to refrain from sin snd to live righteous lives, 7e might ssy that influ-
ence through persussive sermons iz the power thot moves men and women on to grester
thinss,



CHOOSING 4 TITLE FCR YOUR SERMON

In this day and age 211 reslize that a good sermon title is very important,
Preachers are continously asking themselves the question, what are the requirements
cf a good sermon title? There are three important things to keep in mind while
choesing the title for your sermon, First; it should be fitting; second, it should
excite interest; and third; it should be brief, To be fitting, a sermon title must
nave something to do with the sermon, Or in other words the title of a sermon is
any statement of its central idea, It should never be misleading, Remember, that
above all things, a preacher should be honest,

in exciting title will make the audience 5it up and listen to the sermon. Such
a title will always help the preacher to get the favorable sttention of his audience,

£ title should never be long, but very brief if possible, Long titlec may give
avay the whole sermon. A4lmost every sermon has some tesching in it that must be
nidden until the right time, If the title reveals things that some people do not
want to hear they will stay away, Hence, the title should be as short as possible,
cnd not revesl too much,

&1l know that a wise choice and proper wording of a sermon title is a matter of
grest importance, £ title is a phrase chosen to attract .ttention to the sermor,

Cr we mipht say the muin purpose of the title is to zdvertise the sermon, bacause it
is to attrzct snd intercst the people,

4 good sermor title is just es important as & good book title. 4 sensational
title of z book is many times the greatest factor in its sale, In fazet 1% has been
st.1d that the failure or success of s book is often determined by its title., This
is also true with the title of = sermon. A good title will make people wernt to hesr
the sermon., Then the title has aroused the Interest of the people they will tell
others about the sermon znd bring others with them to hear it.

%“hen one locks around he finds &ll kinds of sermon titles, Some of these =re
poetic, some are very simple, some ore positive and unsdorned, some are dull titlies,
while others are sensetional titles. However, we sometimes find sensationzl sermon
titles that promise more then the sermon gives. This type of a title is rezlly
felse advertising, Te should remember that there is not an sudience that likes to
be misled by the preacher's sermon title; people do not enjoy false edvertising,

One of the scrmon titles given in the newspaper was "The Crown of Thornsg",

The detalls sbout this theme would be interesting, but there is not enough materizl
to constitute a full length sermon. It would be better to preach szbout cur lord,,
who wore the crowm of thorns, Preach on importart themes. Do not waste time by
prezching on themes that the congregatlion doeg not need.

You should chcose a title thet has welght and dignity, The title should ex—
press the central idea of the sermon. Cften = good 'title ecan be chosen after the
sermor. has been outlined, but it is better to choose ¢ title &t the stzrt and then
try to improve on the title after the outlining is done. 4 good title is alweys rich
in positive suggestion snd it will meke people want to hesr the sermon. 4 poor
title, on the other hand, mey heep the people awsy, 4 good title mey be in the form
of questions, exclamations, prepositional vhrases, contingent clauses, single words,
and short dogmrtic statements, Not every preacher can choose a good title for his
sermor because it is s repc gift that enables z prezcher to seleset good titles, such
58 will be interesting, vitel, tlmely, a title that conforms to the laws of goed
aste and one thet «'11 get action,

+ £ good title should suggest but it should not reveal the main ides or szy too
much,

2. 4 good title shonld be in line with the type of the sermon.

3. & gocd title should excite curiesity,

4e & good title should picture idess.

5. & good titls should, if possible, mzke the people think chbout themselves.

Let us 2ll try to lmpreve on our sermon titles so &s to cdo more toward spread-
ing the Gospel to the very ends of the earth,

t
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A ¥ETIOD CF OUTLINING YOUR SERMON
By Milten E, Truex

Cne of the first things you must remember is that a minister cannot cranm Ais
thoughts down the throats of his audience, ¥You muet lead the thinking of your
aucience naturally, rather than try to force thenm arbitrarily, This leading should
follow the normal process of the thinking of the audience, because this nerms]
process of their thinking is sufficiently uniform, that in spite of the varistians
in different pecple; we dan outline a form of gpeech structure that will confornm to
the audience's normal process of thinking rather closely on nesrly all occasions,
This type of sermcn building is called the "Motivated Sequence™, because of the
sequence of Ideas which by following the normal process of the thinking of the
audience, motivates the reople to respond to the minister's purpose, This new
method of cutlining will serve as the backbene for all types of sermons, And it
will 2lzo improve all of your sermons,

Therefore, througheut the Sermon it is very important to make the audience
follow your thinking, if you are to get the desired actions or results from your
séraon.  Yeu should be very careful not to do anything that will take the attention
of the audience from Jour sermon, You must also be very careful not to make the
outline or the skeleton 2f the sermen too preminent, for if you call atiention to
your cutlining you will cause the audience to stop thinking about the subject under
discussion, which is paramount, and to think sbout your outlining instead., You
should always keep this fact in mind as you build each step of your sermon,
Remember a skeleton must have the right amount of flesh on it, Peaople do not like
toc see a person who is very thin, nor do they like to S€e a person who is tno fat,
There nust be erough material to hide the outline, but the outline should not be
overleaded with thoughts which do not fit in and that will keep the sermon from
getiing results,

We might illustrate this new type of sermon building in this way: Before seed
can be snceessfully plarnted, you must bPrepare a gocd seced bed, Planting seed in
hard ground will not get very good results. You must also prepare the minés of the
audience befare you try to plant the seed of the Kinedom in their hesrts, or minds,
In this type of preaching you are Preparing the minds of the people for the body of
Jour sermon, or the visualization step, The intreduction, the reading, the text,
the attention step, the need step, and the satisfaction step are all steps preparing
the minds of %the audience for what is coming in the visualization step. 411 of tiuis
is not just an introduction, for it is much more than that,

Before you can get your audience to act, you must get their attention. ®hen
you have obtained their attention you then show them that there is & need of deing
or of having what you are talking about. Then point out the fact that satisfaction
can be obtained in this Way. By doing thls, you will make the people want to hear
w¥nat you have to say in the visualization step.

The visualization Step is the bedy of your sermon, It is here that You plant
the seed, Or in thig step by the means of vivid description, you picture the
results that such an attitude will B, especially the emotionsl satisfaction %o
be gained by the congregation, :

You may say, as a rule, there sre four general divisions to the visualization
step, The first division chould always answer the question, what is the subjoet?
The second division should answer the question, why is it 50, or why should I
believe thisz or accept it? The third division sheould answer the question, by what
method the theme of the Sérmon may be brought abaut or under what conditions i+
may be reccived or fulfililed. 4nd the fourth division should always answer the
question as to, how does it affect or apply to the individual?

The purpose of the action step is *o urge the audience to take definite action,
such as obeying the Gospel or repenting and turning away from sin, or to get the
audience to work more for the ceuse that Christ died for. This actien step is the
most important part of the Sermon. For it is here thet the "final struggle which
decides the conilict! is fought, Or in cther words it is here that you deternmine
whether your sermon is a failure or a sucess,



THE "MOTIVATED SEQUENCE" APPLIED‘TO‘PERSUASIVE SERMCKS.

1. "Attention step,m

2. "Need step."

3. M"Satisfaction step."

. 4e "Visualization step,"
5. "Action step.!

INTROLUCTION

The introduction is the first sentences of your sermon, These sentences should
give a genersl idea of the sermon, unless you have teaching that must be hidden
until ez later time in the sermon., Find some startling statement to include in these
first sentences, 4lso impress upon the minds of the audience that this sermon
includes each one of them, Memorize these sentences and then speak these choice
sentences slowly and with deliberazteness, becsuse the people of your audience are
net as yet fully receptive of your idezs- and will not be until you get their
attention, With these first sentences you should be able to get the attention of
the sudience;

_ THE READING AND THE TEXT
The reading and the text should deal with the subject and be used to prove your
arguments lecter in the sermon, The custom of using & long passzge of Seripture in
this way, was established by the mirnisters of the eerly church and there is no good
reason for departing from this ancient practice; because the proper selection of a
text is a matter of great importance.. A grod choice will be & big help to the
minister throughout the preparation and.the delivery of the sermon. 4 well chosen
text will also help to gain the attention of the audience.

"LTTENTICH STEP® , -

Before you can get your audience to act, you must get their attention. But just
getting thelr attention is not encugh; that attention must be favorsble and it must
‘also be directed toward the main ideas of your sermon., Hence, the zttention step has
a two-fold purpose, First you must get the attention of the audience and then
maintain it throughout your sermon., The second purpose of the sitention step is to
draw the attention of the audience toward the neegd step.

"NEED STEP®

The purpose of the need step is to make the audience feel that the need is
really vital, or to work up an emotional disssatisfaction with the present situation,
through the use of striking facts and illustrstions. Hence, in this step we must make
the audience see that they really need what we have to offer, Before a person will
have an operation he must realize that he needs it. If a doctor can prove to him
that he has a cancer and that only an operation will save his life, then he will
submit to it at once. In the seme way we must make the one outside of the church see
that he is lost and rezlly needs the Savier.

There are three classes of need, The first need is to urge a change, such as a
sinner changing his 1ife. The second need is to contend for the faith, or to demznd
the preservation of the faith, ind the third need is to inform, or make the audience
reelize that they need %o know more sbout the subject, Therefore, the kind of need
used in your sermon will depend upon its purveose. If.the purpose of the sermon is to
make the audience realize that a change needs to be made, then make them dissatisfied
with the existing conditions, Show them that a cdefinite problem exists and that some
» thing must be done about it, Or, if the purpose of the sermon 1s to demand
preservation of the aith, then we must show the audience tha’ some are trying to
destroy the falth and that they need to do something about it, And last, if the
purpose of the sermon is to inform, then we must meke the zudienece feel that they
need to know more about the subject and that this knowledge is very important to them.
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"SATISFACTION STEPY
ne purpose of the satisfaction step is to make tihe sudierne re-
that blessings, or satisfaction, will be obtained by following
course. Ore of the strongest ways to induce the audience to

Pt any provosition is the promise of contentment, peace, jov and
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D
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piness. In this particulsr, nothing excels the Gospel of Jesus.

sweetest pleasures known to man-kind are tc be found in living =

rigtian life. The Gospel alone has promised Bternal Life and the
.2piress and the sweet joys that go with it.
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18 18 not Just an Iintroduction. (?ntroduction:

is more than that, because z11 t Read:

tnis is only getting the audi- 4 Text:
€ ready Ior what is ceming in % 1. Attention step
visualization step. I1. Need step
: I1I. Batisfacticn
it step

1

e e "VISUALIZATION STEPY

Give a definition by answering the gquestion, what is the subject?

(You may deal with this question in four Ways)

Firsd, you may give a clear definition. At this roint you may

give the definiticn given by the dictionary or by a lexicon.

second, you may give a clear statement which will set forth

the different vhases of the subjiect, or by giving an explana-

tlon, but before you undertaks o exnlain any subject be abso-

lutely sure that you understand thaot subject yourselr.

Third, you may use comparisons or contrasts and relations sre

elso very good. Christ, the ilaster Teacher defined such terms

&8s the Kingdom by saying, “The Kingdom of heaven is like unto

& grain of rustard seed." It would be well if you stopned and

asked yourself the yuestion, what can I conpare this to?

Girist also taught by contrast, as whect and chaff, or sheen

ed goants.

Fourth, by the use of illustrations which will let light in on

the subject. Illustrations hove been cniled windovs and they

are to a sermon vhat o window is to a house. But you must be
careful and not mnke the house all windows. Christ used mony
1llustraticns, such as the story of the rich fool, which ic
found in Luke 12:16-21, or the illustration of the men building

cn the sand, which is recorded in Fatt. 7:24-27.

1 the second part of the visualization step you are answering
the yuestion, whay is it so, or why should I believe this or sc-—
cept 1t? Cnn you drove that it is so or is it resnsonable? Here
you nre using argunents to prove your propesition. all pvecple
mcke argunents for or sgainst a thing. Too many people today
Just teaie things for granted. It is one thing tec make a state-

-ment and it is ancther thing to prove that statement te be true.

Christ ussed many arguments =nd zgove rmch prcof. For instonce,

He gave "mary infallible sroofs" of the fact that He was raised
frem the dead.

Hext, ycu ars telling the audience how, or by what methcd th
theme ¢f the sernen may be brought sbeut or under what conditions
1t may be received or fulfilled. For eXampie: Fou nay telil

the people hew te obey the Grospel.

this part yru are nnswering the guesticn, hew dres it affect
a2ply to the individual? If you dc net neke the sermon

1y te the individunl it will net do any geed, ner get results.
api:lication is that part of the sermen which begins te nnke

& nerscnal matter. It is here thot yeu begin tc shift to

iie acticn step as smocthly as pessible.
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THE ACTION STEP
or
THE CONCLUSION

A sermon should be like a great mountzin river vhich increases in volume and
in power as it Plows down the mountain side, but many times a sermon is more like
the river which flows into the sends of the desert and fades away, leny ministers
negizet the conclusion of the sermcn, when in many ways the last five minutes of
thelr sermon is more importent than the rest of the lessen., This is-true, because
it is during this time that issues involved are decided, if they sre decided at all,
The ancient Gresk orators expressed their conception of the importance of the
conclusion of a speech by calling the ending, "the final struggle which decides the
conflict." ¥o part of a sermon requires_more skillful handliing and more ecareful
study than the action step. Yet this part of the sermon seldém receives any
preparation of thought at all, Hany minister reveal this when they have come to
the conclusion, for they begin to wander ahout with a Bewildered exXpression on
their faces and thus fail to get resultz, There is nothing which is more fatsl to
the success of 2 sermon than to prolong it unnecessarily by wandeTring sbout like a
person lost in the great North Woods. Quite often, we hear ministers end their,
sermon two or threc times, and as s resuit they completely tire out their audience
and besides this they have spoiled what might have been a good sermon, A

dany ministers have rewdrked the setion step as many as fifteen or twenty
times, At this point in the sermon, choice, powerful sentences should be arranged
8¢ &s to bring the lesson home to the audience in such a way 8 %o get the desired
action,

AN EXANPLE OF AN QUTLIN

TITLE OF TEE SERMCH
INTRCDUCTION:
READ®
TEZT:
I.(Attention step)
Ai.

a, Milton E, Truex
Te 2551 Oxford Ave,
(1) . Memphis, Tenn,

(a)

Bo
al

IY.{Veed step)
AC
B,

III.(Satisfaction step)
Al

IV.(Visualization step)
A, Give a cefinition by answering the questiocn, what is the subject?

B. ®hy is it so, or why should I believe this or accept it? (Hers you are
using arguments to prove your proposition, Be sure that these arguments
apely to the individual and not to a siraw man,)

. How may it be brought about?

. How doez this affect or a2pply to the individual?

V.(hction ctep)

In building a sermon outline, first use the above example to make a skeleton
“outline, then put the meat on it, iWhen doing this you will take nins sheets or
paper and then put the introduction, reading and text on the first sheet, HNext,

put the atitention step on the next sheet, You will do the same with the need step
and saticfaction ster, btut when you some to the visualization step, uss four sheets
of' parer, Use one sheet for cach sub heading, You will use the last sheet car it

action ctep,



LEGINENT
By Milten E., Truex

Many preachers feel that there 18 not any place for argument ih their getmons
that they can do more by sppealing to the emcticns, and by the use of authoritative
essertions, but they are wrong about this matter. For there is really great use for
argurent in svery sermon, because all things cannot be taken for granted. Some
things must be proven,. 411 would realize that this is true, if they would stop and
think & moment for we are confronted by drgumentation on every hand throughout every
" day of our lives, ¥e hear srgumentatien used by those on the radio, we see it in
our news pepers. and magazines, we find it on our billboards and we can hezr it used
daily in every shop ahd office throughout this great country of ours. Why is arcu~
mentation used so widely? .Because every persen realizes that the expression of
opinions proves nothing. Hence, it is. ag important to learn to use argumentation so
as to reach sound conclusions as it is to learn to read snd write., 4nd when we have
learned thils lesson, we will realize that we cannot successfully cram our thoughts
down the throats of an audience by the mere use of persuasion or by appealing to the
feelings of the audience or by authoritative assertions.. But-we must lead the
audience according to their normel grocess of thinking, if we =re to get results,

One means of leesding the audience is by presenting clear, understandable’ argu-
ments, which prove to their minds the truth of the sermon or of the proposition.
People are better educated today than they were a few years ago. For this reesson
ana many others, they are demanding proof for whet we say. A4nd again, theres are
thousands of doubters that must be convinced in regard to the iruth of what is pre-—
sented to be Christ's teaching and the need of zcecepting this truth. There azre szlsc
many Christians whose faith can be strengthened by the many proofs that are present-
ed in argument. In the case of Christiazns the object is not so much to Prove EvVery-
thing as it 1s to fill their minds with the evidences and thus mzke the truth stand
out so as tec make thelr faith stronger. Therefore, argument, as to the truth of
Christ's teaching znd the value of obsying the Gospel and living a righteous life
needs to be used in each sermon, Because plain, clear, understandable rezsoning
wili make the audience feel their guilt and the peril of their position znd will
arouse the desire to obey the Gospel und do God's will. The Scriptures commands us
to "contend earnestly for the faith which was once for &ll delivered unto the
saints," —= Jude 3, Frcm this Scripture we can see that the Lord expects Christiagns
to use argument to prove the truth of Christianity. Christ, Himself has also set
the exemple aleng this line, for He geve "many infallible proofs" of the fact that
He hed been raised from the dead, 4#11 can see that srgument is necessary, but we
- must be sure that it is sound logic. TFor sometimes those who do teach the truth
support it by very unscund reascning and thereby permit some shrewd, unsound person
to overthrow their arguments end then make it appear that they have overthrown the
truth., For this reason, we must be very careful to develope very sound reasoning
and to make the argument clear and plain so that the =zudience can understand the
reasonirg, Meny arpuments are mede which go over the heads of the audience and they
do rot understand the line of reasonirg, *his kind of argument only leads to disgust
and weariness. lHence, it does more harm than good.

e must alweys srgue for the truth rather than for victory, because 1f we argue
for something that ws really do not bell ve, our love for the truth will inevitably
‘be impaired. For this reason we must lesrn the truth and then form the habit of
reasoning soundly. Remember, God will punish thoss whe lead people astrey. Every
minister should mske it = point of honor not to misleed his sudience by arguing for
falsehood or by using unsound logic.

In building the argument, we should use some facts already known to be true to
the asudience and then reason from the known te the unknown, It is better to use +he
familier lines of reasoning. Great multitudes came out to hesr Christ, becsuse He
used arguments that the people could eazsily understand., If possible, we should rely
upon Scriptural ressonings, for such arguments are the most convincing.
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bhen buildirg an argument, we must Yemember the law of cesuse and effect, There
s tlwoys a cause wnd then the effect. For nothing is without cause. %e all know
het when enything is done somebody or something must do it, If a basebzll comes
lying through the zir we all know that some force had to send it flying threugh the
gir. If we hold a hglf-dollar agbove our hesd and then let loose of it, it dreps to
the {loor because its weight must melke it drop. Again, we will say that which does
anything is the cause; and that which is done is the effect. Maybe we did not sec
our szutomobiles made but we are just as sure thet somebody made them as if we had
seen them put together, The sutomobile is the effect of the cause,

Here are some types of argument, but net 21l of them, for it would be out.

of the question to try to list z11 of: them here. . The following seven sre those most
commonly. used, They are: “TestimonyﬂglﬂIﬂductign”g-"analdgy", "deduection®,
"refutation®, "Experience", and "authorityh, -. '
1. Argument from testimony.
2., Argument from authority.
3. Argument from induotion,
4. Argument from analogy.
5., &rgument from deduction,
6. Refutation
7. Experiznce

L

. Testimony

Testimony is one of the methods of ergument very commonly used today., It is
one of the easier weys of establishing bruth in the minds of an audience, In this
form of argument we are putting before the audience facts for the peopls to weigh
and then accept or reject. Hence, in this method of reasoning we must be verey care—
ful to distinguish between fucts and mere opinions, or our judgments, bsczuse the
audience will do that very thing, 4nd if the evidence put before them is only men's
opinicns they will reject the argument, :

Good use is made of this method of argunent in the New Testament, Such’as, what
wos the testimony of the Apostles concerning Christ? Cr, what did those Jews, who
heted Christ most, have tc scy zbout Him% Remember that almost evervone will acecept
what the Bible szys about s matter.- Therefore, the use of Scriptures is testimony
that en avdience will accept as proof, ) 3

Testimony, which is ¢ffective, depencs upon three things., | S

First, is the charactzr of the witness unimpeachable? The testimony of a wit-
ness whose integrity cannot be questioned is of more value than one whose reputation
is open to suspicion,:

Second, a great number of witnesses testifying to a fact would mear much more
than just one witness testifying to the same fact. For example in the New Testament
we neve meny witnesses testifying to the fact that Christ is God's Son.

Third, much depends upon the charazcter of the fact which we besr witness to.
Something that is not out of the ordinary does not need ag strong evidence or as
much testimony for its proof as some extreordinary foct would. Natural facts do not
need as much testimony for their proofl as do the supernatural facis,

Authority
First in this respect comes the autherity of the Bible, Then it comes to
Christianity the New Testament is the only source of authority. It is the court of
final appeal. Much Seripture should be used in every sermon as prcof of the propo-
sition., -A sermon without Scripture is like & mouth without teeth,

Induetion

This kind of argument hazs been defined &s, "The process of a genersl rule from
a sufficient numter of particulsyr csses. Finding something to be true of certain
individual objects, we conclude that the same thing is true of the whole cless to
which these individusls belong, end afterward prove it to be true of auny new object,
simply by showing that thet object belongs to the same class,” This type of argu-
ment 15 probsbly the most used and yet is is filled with +he greatest srror and
danger if not properly used, Therefore, core should be exercised when using this
form of arsument., PFowever, if it is carefully used, it gives the surest knowledge,
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.40 example ‘of this would be to show maﬁXVQaSESfof hbﬁ”bﬁd_hgs pwiished people when
they sinned and then to point out how 'He will punish péoplé-when.they'sin today,
e el ey : A VLOTD b o .

unless they repent, - .. e e L FTEIIRET Lo E
- ' . B I CAnslogy . ko lent P Tt s F

- Anclogy is a likeness between two,thingquuitefdifﬁeréntLin their nature; as
between a hive of bees and a village ‘with people living in it. *The Century Diction-
ary aefines it as "a form of reasoning, from the similarity in other particulars is
inferred. Thus the earth end Mars are both planets, nearly equidistant from the sun,
not differing greatly in density, having similar distributions of seas and continents
alike in conditions of humidity, temperature, seasons,’day and night, ete., bul the
earth also supports' organic life; hencé‘Qargf(prohably)agﬁppoits organic life,
When. people argue and szy that it isfgnjﬁsifﬁﬁ;$heTLp;gftp‘punish them for viclating
His laws, when they do not believe in God we-can poilrt-these unbelievers to- the frot
that. the same is true concerning %he pﬁyéié&lflaws.‘iﬁ@rﬂﬁé.311 know that if a per-
son tekes deadly poison *that this pergson ‘will certainl ‘die,"éven though he did not
believe that it was poison. T ik R o L

: o . Dediietion - .i ook R el :
. Deduction is the mental process by which we argue or .infer from & more genersl
truth, Or it is the inverse process of inferring a particular case from a lsw of-
czses thought to be of like nature, or something deriggﬁ:as'g'result from some known
fact, or a necessery inferrence, As an ekamplé;'suppdééfﬁp,say of a person, "He
thinks that everybody is against him, because his mind is werped.t . This argument,
is-based on the general essumption that any person Whose mind 1s warped will take
such a view of other people. This type of srgunent 1s’ not very effective in the
pulpit. . . e e WYY B SUBTIeRY Al S ST

o, o 2" TRefutation e L
kefutation is not like the -other forms of argument,”Tor it is a tearing down
process. It is easier for preachers to refute error than proving the false doctrine
to be wrong, inasmuch as it is easier to wreck than it is 'to'build up, - However,
such a course will not alwsys ‘meet the issue. - To starﬁﬁyith?@efsﬁcﬁld;rémémber that
‘some objections are not worth refuting, Again, preachers-should not create ‘dbjec~
- tions for the purpose of refuting them. -Some arguments’ of talse teachers must be
met;. and objections to the truth musti be removed if possib ~Refutation whether of
a false doctrine, or of an objection to the truth, can ',cco@plishéquy showing

e
either that the terms are smbiguous, the premises felse, ‘the reasoning is unsound,
or that the conclusion is irrelevant, One can elso show how ‘g false teaching
originated and in this way refute the false doctrine.- But in refuting %%, -state the
false teaching fully and feirly so that those who believe it will be able to say,
"Yes, that is a full and fair statement of the case, ‘dnd if that preacher answers
1t sctisfactorily, it will help me." Christ used this type of srgument in Matthew, -
*; chapter twelve and verse twenty-seven, when He said, "If I by Beelzebub csst out

devils, by whom do your children cast them out?M e I T
2y o mo SoNEneL g h,, . ee.. BXperience e o b2l St ? T

* In 1lst Corinthians the fifteenth chapter, the Apostle Paul eppeals to experience
in his great argument for the resurrcetion of Ged's Scn. “'In the seventesnth verse,
he szys, "If £Lhrist be not rezised, your faith is vuin, géigrelyet in your sins."
These Corinthian Christians knew that their sins had been forgiven,. They knew that
their faith was not vain and thzot they were nct still in their sins, for a power,
far grezter than any human power or self~-imposed reformation, had enabled them to
overcome and to live righteous lives, Agein, when Christians pray snd their prayers
are znswered they know beyond all doubt that God is, ' 4n answered prayer is the best
ergument for the existence of -God and the deity of Jesus' li€s in the Christish's
experience of these facts, These Christisns knew thot Christianity was rezl .and
meny of them died rather thun sive up Christ. SR

. As you begin to work orn the arguments for your ‘sermon, plan to place your
strongest point first, unless there is some special reason for doing otherwise,
Experience has proven that a strong argument pleced first rather than lust mekes a
greater impression on the listeners. Good understandable arguments strikes the
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sucience much the seme &g dhy st dng'sfileus.doéb‘ “They also help to held attention,
Wnen using the best trgument at first, you stfikéftﬁefaudience while their minds are
fresh. But if you Save the best argument thtiIulast;”the'pebple‘ﬁgy be tired by thet
time end it will not mear sp much” to them,. | ' ETE G, e :

Do not get the ides, since the strong: t. should come’ £irst that your
finsl argument can be wesk, “You should YEE MSe. s weak argument in your sermon,
Figuratively spesking, to hit the‘liéféﬁé?éfﬁ%ﬁf%nb “trke aim with a rifle, and not
4 shotgun. Prepare. the sermon for'thét)&ﬁdienbé;and'mékafthe'argumgpts_fit them,
It does not do any good to preach to'people‘ﬁhb;éiegébsént;‘fBWell on the strong

points longzest to rezlly get them over'to‘the’bebple:““%m,‘“Lw " e o B

Wateh your time for this is very important. ' ‘Do not’ preach toc long. Give
about ten minutes to the attention step, need step éﬁd‘sétigfaqtignfStep.'QThen give
about twenty minutes tg the visualization'stepfandmgBout five minutes to the zetion
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v ILLUSTRATICNS AND THEIR USE IN SERMONS

. o, I
‘Are Illustratidns Irpértant?

Every preacher knows that illustrzticHs are very importsnt, when' supporting
gome truth, in s sermon. -Christ used-many illustrations in His teaching., A1l of the
great preaschers have been masters:in the ert of illustration. Every sudience enjoys
good illustrations that aré to the point. Zvery child loves stories, &nd scarcely
any person grows .80 614 as not to enjoy a good clean story. ! b o

Christ shows the velue and needs of good illustrations in preaching, Our Lord's
messages abounded in_ﬂnecdotes_and'illustrations. No. wonder great crowds went to
hear His discourses, fThe preacher who is able to use good illustrations, that are
to the point, will slways get = hearing, %hen you hear a preacher szy, "Now, to
illustrzte my point," Jou pay specific attention., All of us have noticed the éffect
of an illustration upon &n audience when they were drowsy and mninterested, Every
face will express interest. Every member of the sudience will sit up so as to hesar
the 1llustration, '

The preacher's work is to make people first see things, then fesl them, then
act upon them, If you cannot mzke the audience gee the things deseribed, of course
they will not feel them, nor will they act upon them, But when hearers see the
things in their mind, they will feel them ana tnen act upon them,

Goed "illustrations will help the congregation to remember the truth, Illustra-
tions are pegs that people hang the sermon on, so to spesk, They help to fix the
lesson in the minds of the sudience, Many an entire sermon, which otherwise would
have been forgotten, has been remembered by the means of recalling en illustration
usad in that message, : : : : N

_ . E IT.
| #hat Is An Illustretion? -
An illustration is a detsiled instanee, true or imaginary,

: of scmething which
should be familiar to the audience. It is the story of some incident used to bring
out the peint that the preacher is trying to make. A4n 1llustration mey revesl the
results which have been obtained from the obeying of God's commands which the
preacher sdvocates, or it mzy deseribe in detail an individual example of the gener-
el conditions that the preacher wants to emphasize. There are two chief character-
istics to an illustration. First, the illustration is narrative in form because it
tells the story, Second, the details of the story are described so vividly thst the
audience can see and feel the things deseribed., In other words, an illustration )
mist appeal to the' imagination,: Your illustration must be incsrnsted in individuals. -
The grect passicns of love and hope and faith, of fear and hate, must be pictured in
personalities, so that people who listen to the illustration may see it and in s
way live it as they listen. You can never reclly stir the hesrts of the people with-
out this appesl to the imaginetion., Remember, the Christien's supreme zppesal is to
the hezrt of the person. _ ' . .

There are two chief tyres of illustrstion: the imaginary and the true instance,
which actually occured, The imeginary tells a story which could have happened or
probably will happoen, ®Waen the imeginary type is used, it must be consistent with
the facts. It must be ressonsble or 'the congregation will lose cenfidence in the
preascher, They will s&y that he is lying. For this reason this type is not so
goed to use, )

The latter type tells 2 story thet actually has happened. This type of illus-
tration is a nhrrative that describes in deteil 2 specific instance as it actually
occured, This type is one of the most telling forms of support that &-prescher czn
use, for it carries conviction and gets action., o _ ;

When you are choosing an example that is = true occurence to support your
point, you should ask yourself the following questions: First, is this instance
clesrly related to your ideat If you have trouble in showing its connection with the
point, this illustration sheuld not be used, 4n illustrzstion should be clear within



itself, Its point should be eszsily seen by the audience, Second, is this illustra-
tion made up of untisual circumstances? If sg¢; it is not a fair example, The congre-
retion is always quick to observe that *the 1llustration is not a good example and it
¥ill be less convineing, Least, is this illustration clear and impressive in detail? -
The real purpose of an illustratiaq.is to create -a sense of reality. If this is not {
found in the illustration then it 'is worthless, and should-not be used, Tatch to see
thst your illustrations are to the point, and that they are fair sna clear, '
- ' Condensed I1lustnations |
These are examples that have really adccurred ‘that have been shortened. They
are, examples without a lot of details. In some cases & single example will not do,
Hence s large number of illustrations must be used, but due to the lack of time ‘they
rust be chort, In a case of this kind, you are showing your audience thet there is
a frequerey of an occurrence, In this way' you ere adding more weight to the faet
that your point is true.. Remember that this type of illustration is not an imeginary
story, but an example that has really heppened. ' ' '
- II1. | |
What Is-The Purpose Of Illustrations?

1. &n illustration is to make the sermon understandsble. M"To illustrate means to

light up, to i11luminate, to throw light upon,, to mzke intelligible, says Cowper,
An illustration will let light in upon the subject. We might describe it ss a

vindow that lets light in. TIllustrztions are the windows of the sermon that lets
the truth shine in, . Sound reasoning may lay the foundation ond build the walls of
the housc, but illustrations are the windows that lek the light in. %ho would went
to live in & building without windows? Or agzin, who wants to listen to a sermon
#hich contains no illustrations to throw light upon the subject and mzke it enjoy-
sble? To let light in on the subject, you must compere the points to something the
audience knows about, Christ compered the truths concerning the Kingdom or the
church to things which the people knew about. In this way He made the subject under-
stendeble, ¥hy not follow His example? o S Ve W @

2. An illustration is also to explain, This -is probably the chief use of the
ililustration. It hss a”Wider"heaning than just to throw light upon the subject, for
it is to explain the subject, "This is done either by giving an example of the point,
or by setiing forth something :

N

-~

similar or anelogous to the ease in hend that will mike
the subject plain., “Many of our Lord's parables ure more then mere illustrations., ' An'
exazmple of this is found in the parable of the Pharisee and Publican which is re )
corded in Luke, chepter eighteen, This parsable shows. how humility is needed, It
elso revesls the hidden evil of the Pherisee's heart. The- Pharisess professed to be
righteous, but they weré sinners zbove ell, Christ compared them to "whited sepul-
chres, which outwerdly appear beautiful, but inwardly are full of dead nen's boneg ~
and of all uncleaness," Matt, 23:27,28, s w7 )

3. &n illustration is Sometimes used for the purpose of proving a point. This
is true in the case of illustration from anglogy, 4n ergument by analogy is an
essertion that because two objects or things are known to resemble ezch other in .
certain observed respects they will zlsc resemble each other in one or more uncbser-
¢d respects, This type of reasoning is probably aos old as .the human race for it )
relies simply upon the applicsotion of our experience in familiar zreas to problems ) (
in unfamilizr areas, E _ ; 7 -

4. An 1llustration is used as an orncment., To make the sermon desirable, attrac-
tive and pleasing is all right when it is used in the right wazy., However, one must-
be sure that a besutiful illustration rcelly sdorns the sermon. Sometimes en illus— .
tration of this kind can become the eenter of interest and cause the sudience to
lose intcrest in the rest of the sermon. #e need to ornament our sermeon, but we do
not need to construet ornamentation only. In other words, we use illustrations so
as to make the style of ou sermon more intéresting, not merely ornzmental. Remember
the sermon is psramount, " %

5. fn illustration can be uszd for the Fuarpose of arousing the attention., Many
times & good illustration can be used in the introduction of the sermon, But they
are more seérviceable further in the sermon ss rule,

o e
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DIIRMINING THE PURFOSS OF 1714 SBRICY AKD THZ SUSIROT

Ine Tirst step in Preparing to vreach a Gosvel serrion should
consist of deciding what subject is needed most and what reactions
you want from your audience asg a ‘result of your sermon. In order to
hel» you do this, here is-a-list-0f things taat the minister shoulgd
covrsider very, carefully before determining the purpose of the Sermon
and the subject.. Lo S te ¥
1. 4sk yourself the question, what kind of Preaching does the congre-
gation really need to hear? Study the members of the church very
carefully, and consider their rhysical, mental, moral, and s»iritual
needs, then make the sermon fit them, so as to heln them %o live bet-
ter and do more for Christ. In other words, you must fit your mes-
sage to your-avdience. ' The great sermons of the Bible fit the occa-
sion. Did you ever 8toD to ask yourself the gquestion, what made
Faul’s Iiars hill sermon great? Paul began with the things his audi-
ence needed most.: He made it fit the occasion. Or sgain, what was
it that made Zeter’s serrion, which is found in Acts chapter two,
great? The Holy -Spirit, who was gulding Peter, made thig great ser~
mon it the occasion.  Christ always made the message fit the occa~
sion, or the audience. '-VWhen the Lord cleansed.the temple He did and
sald the things that the occasion cniled for. (John 2:14-16). then
they asked Jesus who was the greatest in the kingdom of heaven, He
illustrated the truth by using a little child. TNow suppose that
Christ had done &s many preachers -re doing today when they do not .
mnke the sermon fit the occasion, and hrd set n little child in the
midst ~nd then trucht thé lesson tnught in Matthew,hchapter“eighteen,
verses bne;througﬁ-éix,{instead of doing and saying the things He dia
when cleansing the templé. Christ would have been teaching truth,
but not teaching the things needed 6n this occasion. MNot meeting the
issue would Have alsg kent the Pharisees fronm Yersecuting Him. Preg-
chers who do net: love the truth nor ihe audience might teach a lesson
that does not fit the occasion so as to avoid persecution, but not .
the Lord. He always faced the issue, no wmatter what it wes. You al-
so- must presch the things needed by the audience. If they nesd bap-
tism, you must preach baptism. If there is false teaching, you must
Preach asgainst false doctrines. If there is sin in the congregation,
you nust preach sgainst sin. If the Peonle need wisdom,.you rmust
Preach on wisdom. Remember, it is very important to learn what the
need of the congregation is and make the sermon fit that need.’

2. TUhat reaction do you want from your audience? Remember the oim
of every sermon should be to get a recction from the congregation,
such as: obeying the Gosvel, living better lives and helning to build "
un the church. - ‘1 ; e

4. Then Jyou have answered the above questions, then choose g subject
that is in keening with your conclusions. A subject that is interest—
ing to hoth vou oni the avdience, a sermion that will make the vwhole
congregotion sit up and listen. A sevrion should bve a message ;
Siraight from the heart of the minister to every soul in the =sudi-
ence. : .
4. Choose a subject about which you already have sonme kﬁowledgedand
¢ue about which you can find much material. Something that you are
eager to share with the congregation. Sormething that you can put all
thet you have inte it. .

5. Checose o subject that is not below or above the intellectual
ceDPacity of the congregation. A sermon that the audience does not
understand will not do any gocd. Therefore ench sermon must be nade
so that every érsonpin the aundience will unqerstand it, and get phe
lesson or you will not get the desired reactiondg. If the church is

to grow you must get action.: ' ' '



