
SOME REASONS WHY IT IS WRONG FOR THE CHURCH TO FURNISH 
ENTERTAINMENT 1.  It is not the mission of the church to entertain saints or sinners.  (1)  Jesus did not come to earth to seek to entertain but "to seek and to save that which was          lost."--Luke 19:10  (2)  The gospel is not God's power to entertain, but "the power of God unto salvation" -- Rom.         1:16.  (3)  The church is not the support of entertainment, but "the pillar and ground of the truth" -- I         Tim. 3:15  (4)  The mission of the church in the world is to preach the gospel to the lost -- I Tim. 3:15; Phil.          1:5; 4: 14 - 17; Mark 16: 15 - 16; to edify its members -- Eph. 4: 11 -12; and to minister to its          own in time of need -- Acts 2: 44 -45; 4:32; 6: 1 - 6; I Cor. 16: 1 - 2; Rom. 15: 25 - 27; Acts 11:         27 - 30; I Tim. 5:16. 2.  It is not scriptural for the church to furnish entertainment, for no scripture authorizes it.  (1)  We must respect the silence of the scriptures -- I Pet. 4:11; II John 9 - 11  (2)  Paul said, "not to think of men above that which is written" -- I Cor. 4:6  (3)  John said, "If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that 

       are written in this book" -- Rev. 22:18   (4)  The idea that we can do something because it is not expressly forbidden in the scriptures         creates respect for what the Bible does not say, rather than what it does say.  (5)  When one's actions in religion is governed on the assumption that he can do what is not          expressly forbidden, the field is wide open.  Through this door comes instrumental music in          worship, praying through Mary, baptizing babies and etc. 3.  Entertainment (eating together, fun and games) is not "church business" (the church does have business Acts 6: 3), but home or family business.  (1)  Paul tells the Corinthians that they had homes or houses to eat and drink in.  (I Cor. 11:22) --         "What?  have ye not houses to eat and to drink in?  or despise ye the church of God, and    
         shame them that have not?  What shall I say to you?  shall I praise you in this?  I praise you 
         not".   I Cor. 11:34 --" And if any man hunger, let him eat at home;"...  (2)  From these passages we learn this truth -- Christians have houses or homes to eat and drink          in; the social aspect of life is family business and God does not want the social business of         the family mixed with the spiritual business of the church.  (3)  It is the social business of the home to "Wash feet" -- I Tim. 5:10.  We have pointed out to our         Baptist friends who want to make "foot-washing" church business, that it is not church       



        business, but the business of the home to show hospitality.   "Foot-washing" is in the realm of         the social and should not be mixed with the spiritual, just as entertainment is in the realm of         the social and should not be mixed with spiritual.  (4)  Disciples in Jerusalem ate at home:  "Breaking bread at home, they took their food with    
        gladness and singleness of heart" -- Acts 2:46 (ASV). 4.  For the church to furnish entertainment is to put no difference between the holy and the common, or the sacred and secular.  (1)  God has always made a difference between the holy and common.  (Ezek. 22:26) "Her priests 
        have done violence to my law, and have profaned My holy things; they have made no    
         distinction between the holy and the common, neither have they caused men to discern    
         between the unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am    
        profaned among them" (ASV).  (2)  Entertainment is not authorized in the New Testament which is sealed with the blood of         Christ -- Matt. 26:28; Heb. 9: 23 - 28, therefore it is common and cannot be a part of the work         or worship of the church with God's approval.  All things used in God's service must come         under the blood of Christ. 5.  It leads away from spirituality by substituting food for the stomach for food for the soul; music and laughter for meditation and prayer.  (1)  Phil. 3:19 -- "Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their 
        shame, who mind earthly things." 6.  The kingdom of God is a spiritual kingdom, not carnal in nature, and does not appeal to the fleshly appetites -- Rom. 14:17; John 18:36. 7.  The Bible term "fellowship" is never used in reference to entertainment.  (1)  The Bible does not teach just any kind of "fellowship" -- the term is limited to what the Bible         teaches about it.  (2)  Bible fellowship is based upon gospel teaching -- I John 1: 3 - 4, 7.  (3)  It is fellowship men enjoy with one another and with God because Jesus died, and which         would have been impossible without His death.  (4)  Jesus did not die to bring men and women together to drink coffee and hamburgers!  (5)  Jesus' death brings men and women together in fellowship in song -- Eph. 5:19; in prayer --         Acts 2:42; in support of gospel preachers -- Phil. 1:5; 4: 14 - 17; in suffering for the cause of         Christ -- Phil 3:10; in harmony that exists among members of the church one with another -- I         Cor. 12: 18  - 27; in fellowship with God, Christ and the Holy Spirit -- I John 1: 3, 7; Phil. 2:1; in         fellowship of the ministering to saints in need -- II Cor. 8:4; 9:13; Rom. 15: 26. 



8.  Church furnished entertainment is denominational in origin, and has not added to their  (the denominations) growth.  (1)  This quotation is from an article by Connie W. Adams, as he quotes it from a Baptist paper         published in Florida: "Not in sixteen years have the number of baptisms in Texas sunk to         such a low.  There are 4,000 Baptist churches in the great state of Texas.  Last year these            4,000 churches baptized 53,956.  This was the lowest number since 1949.  This was less than         14 baptisms for each church...It take (s) one Texas Baptist 12,045 days to win one soul...           "The secret of soul-winning is following Jesus.  Maybe it would not be out of order for Texas         Baptists -- along with all Southern Baptists -- to stop cooking in our church kitchens; stop         playing in our athletic buildings; and call for an old-fashioned prayer meeting...Get back to         God; back to the Bible.  On fire with...real love in our hearts for lost souls.  Maybe this is the         answer."  (2)  A church that furnishes entertainment cannot claim to be undenominational in practice             when it does that which is denominational in origin. 9.  Church furnished entertainment was opposed by gospel preachers in terms nobody misunderstood 25 years ago.    (1)  B. C. Goodpasture, in an editorial in the Gospel Advocate, May 20, 1948, said, "It is not the         mission of the church to furnish amusement for the world or even for its own                   members"...The church would come off a poor second if it took to compete with institutions         established for the express purpose of entertaining people."  "Only as the church becomes         worldly, as it pillows its head on the lap of Delilah, will it want to turn from its wonted course         in relatively unimportant matters."  (2)  N. B. Hardeman said this in 1942 in Hardeman's Tabernacle Sermons, Vol. 5, page 50:             "Again, I say to you, with caution and thought, that it is not the work of the church to furnish          entertainment for the members." QUESTIONS FOR MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH TO CONSIDER CONCERNING ENTERTAINMENT FURNISHED BY THE CHURCH 1.   Where in the New Testament is it taught that the church should sponsor or furnish entertainment? 2.  What church in the New Testament is mentioned as having entertainment programs for the young or the old with plenty of eats, drinks and games? 3.  Where does the New Testament say that the church is the pillar and support of entertainment? 4.  Where does this thing of entertainment come from -- the Spirit's teaching or the worldly-minded members? 5.  Where does the Bible teach that we are to hold people by appealing to man's entertaining ways? 6.  Does entertainment belong to the holy or profane? (Ezek. 22:26) 



7.   How can a people who hold to the slogan of "we speak where the Bible speaks and are silent where the Bible is silent" talk about entertainment as part of the program of work for the church? 8.  When a people have that which is not taught in the Bible, can they claim to be guided by a "thus saith the Lord"? 9.  Will members who have the spirit of Christ have to be entertained to keep them coming to the assemblies? 10.  Can one live, die and go to heaven without being involved in entertainment furnished by the church? 11.  Does not the association of the church with entertainment destroy peoples' reverence and respect for the church? 12.  Is entertainment furnished by the church a New Testament practice, or a denominational practice? 13.  If entertainment furnished by the church is not authorized, can it be scriptural? 14.  Paul said that he "kept back nothing that was profitable" from the church at Ephesus (Acts 20:20), where in the record did He authorize the church to furnish entertainment? Donald Townsley (Taken from "The Voice of Underwood Heights", March 1972)    


