
STUMBLING BLOCKS TO SOWING THE SEED OF THE KINGDOM 
INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Each disciple of Christ must be busy "sowing the seed of the kingdom" -- Acts 8:4; Phil. 2:15; Mk. 16: 15 - 16 

2.  Jesus gave us a parable on "sowing the seed"  and the type of soil or hearts it would fall into -- Matt. 13: 1 - 23; 
 Mk. 4: 2 - 20; Luke 8: 4 - 15 

 (1)  The "way-side" hearer 

 (2)  The "stony ground" hearer 

 (3)  The "thorny ground" hearer 

 (4)  The "good ground" hearer 

3.  The parable is to HELP and ENCOURAGE  those that sow the seed of the kingdom. 

4.  In this parable, Jesus presents plainly and clearly the SUCCESS and FAILURE one will meet in sowing the seed. 

5.  He gives the causes and reasons for the failures and we will study them. 

 

I.  THE DANGER OF FALSE EXPECTATIONS IN THE SOWING OF THE SEED 

 1.  False ideas lead to: 

  (1)  DIS-ILLUSIONMENT 

  (2)  DISCOURAGEMENT 

  (3)  DESPAIR 

  (4)  DOUBT 

  (5)  DEFEAT 

 2.  False expectations: 

  (1)  UTOPIAN IDEA:   

   1.  These people expect to sow the seed and convert EVERYBODY they teach, and expect all the world to 
    become Christians -- Matt. 7:14; Matt. 20:16 

  (2)  These people do not see the problems, hardships and failures. 

  (3)  But, Jesus said they would come: 

   1.  Jesus presents the "way-side" hearer as one who hears and immediately Satan takes away the Word  
    -- Mark 4:15 

   2.  The farmer is not disappointed nor discouraged when some seed falls on HARD ground at the end of  
    the rows and the birds eat them -- Mark 4:1 

   3.  In every community the "way-side" hearer represents a large class of the people. 

  (4)  THE PERFECTIONIST 

   1.  These people think you can sow the seed and all will respond in an ideal way. 

   2.  But, Jesus said there would be "tribulation" and "persecution" because of the Word -- Matt. 13:21 

   3.  Jesus said some would be offended and quit when this happened -- Matt. 13:21 



II.  INSTANT SUCCESS 

 1.  Many naive members of the church become discouraged because very few people obey the gospel quickly  
  and suddenly. 

 2.  When there is not "instant success" they get disillusioned. 

 3.  Christianity is not a medicine you can slip down the throat of another regardless of his attitude and be  
  assured that it will work. 

 4.  The seed of the kingdom is not a seed which sprouts in every kind of soil. 

  (1)  A child does not automatically become a strong Christian just because his parents are. 

  (2)  The child may become by convenience and inheritance that which his parents become by conviction. 

  (3)  Some by their impatience may try to hammer the seed into a heart, but you cannot force-feed the truth  
   -- I Pet. 3: 1 - 5; Matt. 11: 28 - 30 

  (4)  You can patiently sow it and then wait for it to grow. 

  (5)  Don't become discouraged because we do not get "instant" results. 

  (6)  The Lord never intended us to shoulder the responsibility for failure which belongs to another -- we  
   must not blame ourselves when the failure is due to the "bad soil". 

III.  VISIBLE SUCCESS 

 1.  We all like to see results. 

 2.  Some people think they have failed if they don't see instant success. 

 3.  Those people, many times, cease to sow the seed when they don't see visible results. 

 4.  Just because we can't see visible success does not mean that good has not been done -- Isa. 55:11; I Cor. 3:6 

IV.  THE SOWER WILL BECOME CONTROVERSIAL 

 1.  This keeps some form sowing the seed of the kingdom. 

 2.  Some just cannot stand controversy. 

 3.  Jesus was the most controversial person who ever lived. 

 4.  You cannot sow the seed without controversy: 

  (1)  Matt. 13:21 

  (2)  Phil. 1: 17 

  (3)  Jude 3 

 5.  The sower who assumes that it is possible to avoid controversy is sadly mistaken -- Acts 17:6 

 6.  We cannot enlarge the borders of the kingdom without disturbing someone. 

V.  THE SOWER WILL MAKE ENEMIES 

 1.  It does not matter how much love you have, not everyone will respond with love. 

 2.  Think of Jesus -- His love was perfect. 

  (1)  He was hated and killed. 

 3.  Think of Stephen -- Acts 7: 54 - 60 

 4.  Paul -- Gal. 4: 16 



 5.  Jesus was hated without a cause, and we will be hated -- John 15: 18 - 20 

 6.  As long as the church is in the world, a spiritual war rages between it and the Devil's forces -- Eph. 6: 12; I  
  Pet. 5:8 

 7.  Men of pride hate the truth which exposes them -- John 3:20 

 8.  This opposition will take the following forms: 

  (1)  RIDICULE  

   1.  This is a real blow to one's pride. 

   2.  You will be looked upon as a silly fool. 

   3.  You will be viewed as "narrow-minded". 

  (2)  You will be called a FANATIC 

  (3)  You will be called a FOOL -- I Cor. 4:10 
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