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INTRODUCTION 

1. Jesus Christ condemned HYPOCRISY over and over. 

a. Matt. 6: 1 – 2 

b. Matt. 6:5 

c. Matt. 6:16 

d. Matt. 15 :7 – 8 

e. Matt. 23: 13 

f. Matt. 7: 1 – 5 

g. Matt. 22: 15 – 17 

h. Matt. 23: 1 –  3 

2. What does it mean to be a HYPOCRITE? 

a. A HYPOCRITE is:  One who pretends to be something he knows he is not. – Zerr 

b. “One who feigns to be what he is not”; “a deception as to real character and feeling” 

Unabridged Webster New 20th Century 

c. Thayer – “ an actor, stage player; a dissembler, pretender, hypocrite” 

d. “The assumption of a part which masked (men’s) genuine feelings and made them appear 

otherwise than they were” – Lightfoot 

e. “To willfully and continuously attempt to produce a false impression, especially in religion” – 

Pulpit Commentary 

f. Hypocrisy is an acted life, and it is the devil who is the father of lies – John 8:44. 

3. Hypocrisy destroys the soul. 

4. The Hypocrite is NOT REAL. 

 

I.  THE GREAT DANGER OF HYPOCRISY IS THE WAY IT CAN TAKE CONTROL OF OUR LIVES 

WITHOUT US BEING REALLY CONSCIOUS OF IT. 

a. Self-deception is possible for all of us; Paul talks about some “being deceived” – 2 Tim. 3:13. 

b. The drunkard knows he is a drunkard. 

c. The adulterer knows he is committing adultery. 

d. But, the Hypocrite can think that he is just about the best thing that God has on the earth. 

i. The Hypocrisy of Israel – they said, “stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am 

holier than thou” – Isa. 65:5. 

ii. “The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not 

as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican” – Luke 

18:11. 

 

II. BECAUSE WE ARE RELIGIOUS AND WORSHIP, WE SHOULD NOT ASSUME THAT WE ARE NOT 

HYPOCRITES. 

a. HYPOCRITES are very religious people: 



i. God’s people in the Old Testament were Hypocrites many times: 

1. Psa. 78: 36 – 37 – “Nevertheless they did flatter him with their mouth, and 

they lied unto him with their tongues.”  “For their heart was not right with 

him, neither were they steadfast in his covenant.” 

2. Ezek. 33:31 – “And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit 

before thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but they will not do 

them:  for with their mouth they shew much love, but their heart goeth 

after their covetousness.” 

3. Isa. 29:13 – “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near 

me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor me, but have removed 

their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept 

of men:” 

4. Matt. 15: 1 – 9 

5. Luke 18: 9 – 12 

ii. Because we PRAY, we should not assume that we are not HYPOCRITES. 

1. For Hypocrites pray – Matt. 6: 5 – 6. 

2. Hypocrites pray “long prayers”—Matt. 23:14. 

iii. Because we GIVE our money, we should not assume that we are not HYPOCRITES. 

1. Hypocrites Give – Matt. 6:2; Matt. 23:23. 

2. They want glory of men. 

iv. Because we are ACTIVE in EVANGELISM work, we should not assume that we are 

not HYPOCRITES. 

1. Hypocrites compass sea and land to make one Proselyte –Matt. 23: 15. 

v. Because we TEACH others to do right doesn’t mean we are not HYPOCRITES. 

1. Hypocrites can teach the Law of God rightly to others – Matt. 23: 3 – 4. 

vi. Because we do WORK does not mean we are not HYPOCRITES: 

1. Hypocrites work – Matt. 23:5. 

2. But, for the wrong purpose – to be seen of men. 

vii. Because we live clean lives as far as our OUTWARD LIFE is concerned, doesn’t mean 

we are not HYPOCRITES. 

1. Matt. 23: 25 – 28. 

viii. Because we are ASSURED in our own mind that we are doing fine does not mean 

we are free from hypocrisy, because HYPOCRITES think they are doing great. 

1. The Pharisee in Luke 18: 9 – 13. 

2. The church at Laodicea – Rev. 3:17. 

 

III. LET US EXAMINE OURSELF AND SEE IF WE HAVE ANY MARKS OF A HYPOCRITE: 

a. Do I demand a STANDARD OF CONDUCT of others that I am not willing to maintain? – Matt. 

23:3 – 4. 

b. Do I pick at other’s little flaws while ignoring my own glaring faults? – Matt. 7: 1 – 3. 

c. Do I do religious service to attract the attention of men – Matt. 6: 1 – 6. 

d. Do I express sentiments with my lips that I do not feel genuinely in my heart?  -- Matt. 15: 7 

– 9. 



e. Do I love special titles and positions of authority to gratify selfish pride?  -- Matt. 23: 5 – 7; 

Luke 14:7 – 11. 

f. Do I condemn in others what I am guilty of myself? – Rom. 2: 1 – 3. 

g. Do I practice what I preach? 

i. Rom. 2: 21 

ii. Matt. 23:3 

 

CONCLUSION 

In time, the hypocrite will be exposed for what he or she is. . . . 

(1) For a time the hypocrite can live in honor, and his skillful deception will seem to secure him 

against any discovery of his hollow and unreal character. 

(2) But, this calm security cannot last long. 

(3) Even if he hides it until the end, God knows it – Heb. 4:13. 

(4) God will reveal it in the Judgment – I Tim. 5:24. 

The Punishment of the Hypocrite: 

(1)  God hates lies and He will punish the HYPOCRITE in Hell – Rev. 21: 8. 
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