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INTRODUCTION 
1.  Nations fall many times, not because of the enemies without, but the enemies within. 
 (1)  The moral decay of the people. 
 (2)  This is one of the problems in the U.S.A. today. 
2.  A team that plays any kind of sport can pay too much attention to how the competitor plays, and 
 not enough attention to how they themselves play, and lose the game. 
 3.  Christians can become so preoccupied with what others are doing that they fail in their own life -- I 
 Cor. 9:27. 
4.  Paul warns, "Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall --I Cor. 10:12. 
5.  Let us study ENEMIES WITHIN. 
 
I.  SELF-CONCEIT 
 1.  An overwhelming opinion of one's own powers ; vanity. 
 2.  Paul warns man not to think of himself more highly than  he ought to think -- Rom. 12: 3. 
 3.  Paul said a man could, "think himself to be something when he is nothing" -- Gal. 6:3. 
 4.  Paul said, "Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall" --I Cor. 10:12. 
 5.  Jesus said, "And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself 
  shall be exalted" -- Matt. 23:12. 
 6.  Jesus said, "Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven"--Matt. 5:3. 
 7.  Jesus spoke a parable dealing with this attitude -- Luke 18: 9 - 14; Prov. 27:2. 
 
II.  LACK OF SELF-CONTROL 
 1.  Self-control is learning self-management. 
 2.  We are to add self-control -- 2 Pet. 1:6. 
 3.   Paul said he practiced self-control -- I Cor. 9:27. 
 4.  We must learn to control: 
  (1)  Our ANGER-- Eph. 4: 26 - 27; Prov. 16:32; Prov. 25: 28; James 1:19. 
  (2)  Our DESIRES --  James 1: 14 - 15; II Tim. 2:22; I Cor. 6:18; Matt. 5:28. 
  (3)  Our THOUGHTS -- Mk. 7: 20 -23; Phil. 4:8; Matt. 15: 18 - 20. 
  (4)  Our TONGUES -- James 1:26; Psa. 39:1; Matt. 12: 34 - 37; I Pet. 2:1; James 3:1 
 
III.  SELF-DEFEAT 
 1.  We say, "I can't do this, or that". 
 2.  Paul said, "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me" -- Phil. 4:13. 
 3.  Paul said, "Finally my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might" -- Eph. 6:10. 
 4.  The Lord said, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" --Heb. 13:5. 
 5.  "And God is able to make all grace abound toward you" --2 Cor. 9:8. 
 6.  Don't say anymore: 
  (1)  I can't lead prayer. 



  (2)  I can't sing. 
  (3)  I can't teach others. 
  (4)  I can't give more. 
  (5)  I can't attend all the services. 
  (6)  I can't live better . . . 
 
IV.  DISCOURAGEMENT 
 1.  One of the greatest problems in the church today is DISCOURAGEMENT. 
 2.  Discouragement is a PLAGUE that spreads and smothers all it touches. 
 3.  It has no bright side; it offers no comfort. 
 4.  It is found everywhere. 
 5.  It humbles the strong; it destroys the weak. 
 6.  It strikes without warning and often is fatal. 
 7.  Discouragement is not limited to any single source. 
  (1)  It comes from our ENEMIES. 
   1.  They can discourage us to the point of exhaustion and failure. 
  (2)  It comes from FRIENDS. 
   1.  Jesus was betrayed by a friend -- Psa. 41:9. 
   2.  Enemies can hurt, but friends can devistate. 
   3.  We expect much from friends -- comfort, love, kindness, understanding, helpfulness. . .  
   4.  A friend can be cruel -- "The brightest links of life are broken by a single word". 
  (3)  It comes from FAMILIES. 
   1.  Our mates, children, relatives. . . 
  (4)  Discouragement comes from: 
   1.  Business failures 
   2.  Physical infirmity. 
   3.  Accidents. 
   4.  Loss by death. 
   5.  From rejection. 
   6.  From the sinful lives of others. 
   7.  It comes from inactivity. 
 8.  The ANSWER to discouragement is found in God and His word: 
  (1)  "If God be for us, who can be against us?" --Rom. 8:31 
  (2)  "For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure" --Phil. 2: 13. 
  (3)  "Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect?  it is God that justifieth" -- Rom. 8:33. 
  (4)  "In all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loves us" --Rom. 8:37. 
  (5)  Rom. 8:28 
  (6)  Matt. 6:33 
  (7)  Heb. 13:5 
 
CONCLUSION 
1.  To be a success in living the Christian life we must be aware of the enemies within. 
2.  These are the things that many times destroy our souls. 
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