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THE CHURCH AT PERGAMOS 
Rev. 2: 12 – 17 

 
INTRODUCTION: 

1. The first two churches we studied were located in seacoast towns – Pergamos is 
inland. 

2. Pergamos was a capital of Attalid kingdom. 

3. Pergamos had been a capitol city for more than three hundred years at this time. 

4. Pergamos was the capitol of the province of Asia at this time, and retained this 
honor to 130 A.D. 

5. When Pergamos was a part of Attalid kingdom, its king willed it into the 
possession of the Roman Empire, and it became a part of the Roman Empire by 
choice, not by compulsion. 

6. Pergamos had one of the most famous libraries in the world – 200,000 books – 
this was before the days of the printing press. 

7. Pergamos was a famous center of religious worship. 

(1) It was the center of the worship of Asklepios (ASK-LU-PEEUS) the god 
of healing. 

 (2) The emblem of Asklepios is the serpent. 

 (3) Tame snakes were kept in the Temple. 

(4) The sufferers were allowed to spend the night in the darkness of the 
temple – if a snake touched the sick, this was held to be the touch of the god 
himself. 

8. Pergamos was also a center of Caesar worship. 

I. THE DESCRIPTION OF THE SPEAKER – verse 12 

1. “Hath the sharp sword with two edges”… 

 (1) The sword is the Word of God.  Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12 

(2) Christ words cut and penetrate deep – they are as piercing as a sharp 
sword. 
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 (3) He was about to reprove the church at Pergamos.  II Tim. 3: 16 – 17; 4:2 

 (4) This reproof would cut deep. 

 (5) His word pricks and cuts the heart.  Acts 2:37; 7:54 

II. THE LORD’S KNOWLEDGE OF THE CHURCH – verse 13 

1. “I know thy works”… 

2. “Where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is”… 

 (1) The Lord knows our surroundings. 

 (2) The wickedness we are confronted with daily. 

(3) They were in Pergamos – they had to go on living there, they could not 
escape, and life had set them where Satan’s seat (throne) was. 

(4) It was in Pergamos they must live, and it was there that they must show  
that they were Christians. 

3. Where Satan’s seat is – “Satan’s throne is”… 

 (1) Here he had a seat of special authority. 

(2) Pergamos was a place where the anti-God forces of Satan were the most 
authoritative and most powerful. 

4. “Thou holdest fast my name”… 

 (1) They had not denied their confession of Christ.  Matt. 10: 32 – 33 

(2) They wore and honored the name of Christ, given at Antioch.              
Acts 11: 26; I Pet. 4:16; Isa. 62: 1 – 2; 56: 4 – 5 

 (3) Hold fast.  I Cor. 15: 58 

5. “Hath not denied my faith”… 

 (1) There is one faith. Eph. 4:5 

 (2) We should contend for it.  Jude 3 

 (3) In the days when one was killed, they held fast.  Rev. 2: 13 
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6. Antipas, an example of faithfulness unto death.  Rev. 2:10 

III. WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE CHURCH? –verse 14 – 15 

1. “Them that hold the doctrine of Balaam”… 

(1) What Balaam did – “He taught Balak to cast a stumblingblock before the 
children of Israel”… Rom. 14:13 

 (2) It is bad to sin and involve others. 

 (3) Even worse, is to teach others to sin. 

 (4) What Balaam taught: 

  a. To eat things sacrificed unto idols.  I Cor. 8: 8 – 13; Acts 15: 29 

  b. To commit fornication.  I Cor. 10:8 

i. It has been said that chastity was the one completely new 
virtue which Christianity introduced into the ancient world. 

ii. Warnings:  I Cor. 5:11; 6: 9 – 10, 18; Gal. 5:19; Eph. 5:5;    
Col. 3: 5 – 6; I Thess. 4: 3 – 4 

IV. THE ADMONITION – verse 16 

1. Repent 

2. I Cor. 5: 1 – 8 

V. THE PROMISED REWARD – verse 17 

1. “I give to eat of the hidden manna”… 

2. “And will give him a white stone,”… 

3. “And in the stone a new name written,”… 
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