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THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS NEITHER CATHOLIC, PROSTESTANT 
NOR JEWISH 

INTRODUCTION: 

1) When men heard Jesus speak and watched Him work miracles, their 
tendency was to give Him a LABEL, to put Him into some already existing, 
familiar category, and to dismiss Him from their thoughts. 

2) This saved them the trouble of really looking at Jesus and making a 
FRESH, INDEPENDENT EVALUATION OF HIM. 

3) Matt. 16: 13 – 18 is an example of these attitudes. 

 (1) Jesus asked, “Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?” 

 (2) “And they said, ‘Some say that thou are John the Baptist…’” 

  a.  Herod had this attitude.  Mark 6: 14 – 16 

(3) “…some Elias…”  He was considered by many to be the greatest of 
all O. T. Prophets. 

 (4) “…others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets…” 

(5) IN ALL THESE DISCUSSIONS THEY DID NOT RECOGNIZE 
HIM AS BEING JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD. 

4)  The categories into which these people put Jesus were all wrong. 

(1) He was NOT John the Baptist, He was not Elias, nor Jeremias, or 
one of the prophets. 

 (2) But it was easy for them to put Jesus in some familiar category. 

(3) The tragic part – they never realized Jesus WAS NEW AND DID 
NOT FIT INTO ANY OF THE CATEGORIES THAT HAD EVER 
BEEN MADE. 

5) Jesus pointed out this fact in Matthew 9: 16 – 17 

I. THE CHURCH OF CHRIST FACES THE SAME KIND OF PROBLEM 
TODAY THAT OUR LORD FACED WHEN HE WALKED UPON THE 
EARTH: 



 

2 
 

1) There is a tendency among men now to consider the church of Christ too 
quickly and to put a familiar label on it without due consideration. 

2) This makes it difficult to convey to our neighbors and friends the distinctive 
position of the church of Christ. 

3) Men have concocted labels for all fields, and have not missed religion. 

(1) There are three categories into which men normally classify 
anything religious. 

 (2) They say it is either Protestant, Catholic, or Jewish. 

(3) It is the common practice of people of our day to classify the church 
of Christ as just another denomination of the Protestant group. 

 (4) The purpose of this lesson is to show you that categories do not fit. 

4) What is the distinctive position of the church of Christ in the world, and 
why does it not fit into a familiar category? 

II. THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS NOT JEWISH. 

1) We believe some of the same things the Jews do: 

 (1) We worship the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 (2) We believe the Old Testament. 

 (3) We believe in the same basic principles of morality. 

2) Yet, we are not followers of the Jewish religion. 

3) The differences which keep the church of Christ from being Jewish are 
numerous and significant. 

 (1) We believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  Matt. 16:16 

 (2) We  believe He is the Savior of the world. John 3:16; 14:6 

 (3) The Jews reject Him.  John 1:11; 5: 39 – 41 

(4) We believe the New Testament is the inspired Word of God.                
I Cor. 2:13 
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a. The Jews do not believe the New Testament is the inspired 
Word of God. 

 (5) We believe we are no longer under the Law of Moses.  Col. 2:14 

4) It should be obvious that the church of Christ does not come under the 
label marked “Jewish”. 

II. THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS NOT CATHOLIC: 

1) The basic difference between the church of Christ and Catholicism is our 
faith in the sufficiency of Christ.  Col. 2:10; Matt. 28:18 

2) Catholics believe the traditions of men are equal in AUTHORITY WITH 
THE BIBLE. 

(1) The traditions of the Catholic church have developed an elaborate 
system of church government, the pope stands at the top, with the 
cardinals, archbishops, bishops, and parish priests beneath. 

(2) The church of Christ is governed by the Bible and cannot accept that 
system of church organization 

3) The Roman Catholic church recognizes the pope as the head of the church. 

4) The church of Christ recognizes JESUS CHRIST as HEAD of the church.  
Eph. 1: 22 -23 

5) Two basic questions separate us – both involve the sufficiency of Christ. 

(1) Is Christ sufficient as the absolute head of His church? Eph. 1: 22 -
23 

(2) Are the Scriptures all-sufficient as a rule of Faith and Practice?       
II Tim. 3: 16 – 17 

III. THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS NOT PROTESTANT: 

1) We are different from Protestant denominationalism by our faith in the 
authority of Christ.  Matt. 28:18 

2) We do not believe in creeds written by men.  I Cor. 4:6 
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3) God has not approved modification and change in His church.  II John 9; 
Gal. 1: 6 – 9 

4) The basic question that separates us is AUTHORITY. 

5) The one verse that shows the difference between the church of Christ and 
Protestant denominationalism is: II Cor. 5:7 “For we walk by faith, not by 
sight…” 

CONCLUSION: 

1) The church of Christ is different because it accepts the New Testament as  a 
verbally inspired blueprint for the church throughout all ages. 

2) Every warning and rebuke indicates God has a pattern and it must be 
followed. 

3) Our purpose is to restore the true church of the New Testament in: 

 (1) Organization 

 (2) Worship 

 (3) Mission 

 (4) Requirements for salvation. 

 (5) Discipline 

4) “Come thou with us, and we will do thee good…”  Num. 10: 29 

 

 


