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THE DANGER OF DENOMINATIONALIZING THE CHURCH 

LESSON SIX 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  There is no "ORGANIC" connection or relationship between all the churches of Christ on the 
earth. 

 A.  No fellowship between churches of Christ. 

2.  Churches of Christ (Rom. 16:16) do not compose the church of Christ.  Matt. 16:18 

 A.  The church Universal is made up of INDIVIDUAL Christians.  Eph. 1: 22 - 23 

 B.  The Local church is made up of INDIVIDUAL Christians. 

 C.  The church, in the Universal sense, has no organic existence, but is a COMMON    
       RELATIONSHIP that all the SAVED individuals on earth sustain to God, Christ, and 
       the Holy Spirit.  Matt. 29: 19; I Cor. 1:9 

 3.  Inter-congregational TIES soon corrupt the quality, independence, and the autonomy of the 
church. 

4.  When any work or promotion crosses congregational boundaries it is a denominational affair. 

5.  When any movement transcends congregational limitations and boundaries, it becomes an 
"inter" congregational affair. 

6.  Satan has always started the people of God on the road to apostasy by corrupting their 
GOVERNMENT. 

 A.  Israel wanted a KING.  I Kings 8 

 B.  In the first century, "the mystery of lawlessness" was at work.  II Thess. 2:7 

 C.  The falling away came.  I Tim. 4: 1 - 6 

7.  No eldership in the New Testament ever superintended and directed the work, worship, 
resources, discipline, or membership of more than one congregation. 

8.  The extending of the authority of Elders is one sure way to corrupt the government of the 
church, and lead the church into apostasy. 

9.  God's plan calls for elders in "every church".  Acts 14:23 

10.  In the New Testament there is nothing larger, smaller, or other than the local church. 

11.  It takes two things to make a man an elder of the church: 

 A.  Qualifications -- I Tim. 3; Tit. 1 

 B.  An Appointment -- Tit. 1:5 

  a.  When elders are selected by the church (Acts 6) and have the qualifications and 
        are appointed, they are made "bishops" by the Holy Spirit.  Acts 20: 28 
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12.  What do the elders oversee? 

 A.  They have the oversight of the members and must watch for their souls as they who 
       shall give an account to God.  Heb. 13:17 

 B.  They are responsible for the teaching and safeguarding of the truth.  Tit. 1: 9; Acts 20: 
       28 - 32 

 C.  They are over the discipline of the church.  Heb. 13:17; II Thess. 3:6 

 D.  They are over all that the church does. 

13.  No local church can delegate any part of its resources, work, or responsibility to another local 
church and have all its independence, autonomy, and its sufficiency left. 

14.  The only jurisdiction that God ever gave any eldership is the oversight of ONE CHURCH --         
I Pet. 5: 1 - 4; Acts 20:28; Tit. 1: 5; Acts 14: 23 

 A.  When elders act in any other capacity, they are acting without authority -- they are 
       guilty of lawlessness.   

15.  No congregation has a right to plan any kind of a program of work for which it is unable to 
pay. 

16.  No congregation has a right to make plans for a program of work that involves either the 
membership, resources, or facilities of other congregations -- if they do, they have transgressed 
the law of God. 

17.  The religion of Christ -- pure and undefiled religion -- is INCOMPATIBLE with 
denominationalism and religious division. 

 A.  Christ prayed that division might not exist among believers.  John 17: 20 -21 

 B.  Paul commanded by the authority of Christ, "Let there be no divisions among you".  
       I Cor. 1:10 

 C.  Division is evidence of carnality of spirit.  I Cor. 3: 1 - 9 

 D.  Division misrepresents Christ as a divided Christ.  I Cor. 1:13 

 E.  Division destroys the temple of God.  I Cor. 3: 16 - 17; Matt. 12: 25 

18.  There is not representation of the church of the New Testament that permits division or 
denominationalism. 

 A.  There is one head and one body -- Eph. 1: 22 - 23; Col. 1:18; Eph. 4: 1 - 6 

 B.  There is one bride and one bridegroom -- Eph. 5: 22 - 31; Rom. 7: 1 - 7 

 C.  There is one family and one Father -- I Tim. 3:15; Eph. 4:6 

 D.  There is one kingdom and one King -- Lk. 22: 29; Col. 1:13; Heb. 12: 28 

 


