
THE DEITY OF CHRIST  

Lesson One INTRODUCTION: 1.  I cannot think of a subject any more important to study than the subject "The Deity of Christ". 2.  "Deity" is a word that signifies "the state of being God". 3.  Christ was God in the flesh -- John 1: 1, 14; I Tim. 3: 16 4.  The fullness of being God, or Deity, dwelt in bodily form in Christ -- Col. 2:9; Col. 1:19  (1)  In Christ was the whole of God, the fullness of God, while He was in the flesh. 5.  One cannot be saved and deny the Deity of Christ -- John 8:24; Ex. 3:14 6.  The miracles of Jesus are recorded in the gospels that men might believe that "Jesus is the Christ the Son of God" -- John 20: 30 - 31  I.  SOME REASONS FOR THIS STUDY:  1.  We cannot know the fact of the Deity of Christ except by divine revelation -- I Cor. 12:3; Matt. 16: 15 - 17;           John 20: 30 -31  2.  His Deity is the very foundation of the church of the New Testament -- Matt. 16: 16 - 18;  I Cor. 3:11   (1)  The scheme of Redemption rests squarely upon the fact that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God.  3.  There are certain basic fundamental phases of Bible doctrine we must not lose sight of, which must be          emphasized in each generation if the gospel is to prevail and the church to survive.  Among these is the           doctrine of the virgin birth of our Lord, His absolute Godhead, His resurrection, His supreme authority, and          the infallibility of His Word, to name a few... II. SOME WHO DENY THE DEITY OF CHRIST:  1.  The Atheist denies the Deity of Jesus; he has said in his heart there is no God (Psa. 14:1) and if there is no          God, there can be no Son of God.  2.  The Moslems deny the Deity of Jesus; they say He was a prophet of God, but he was not the Son of God.  3.  The Modernist denies the Deity of Christ; he rejects the virgin birth.   (1)  The Bible plainly teaches He is the only begotten Son of the Father -- Matt. 16:16; John 1:14; John 3:16   (2)  His equality with the Father is claimed by Jesus     1.   "I and my Father are one" --John 10:30    2.  One in essence or nature -- Heb. 1:3   (3)  The Jews considered this blasphemy -- if He was not the Son of God, it would have been.   (4)  Christ claimed equality with God in five particulars in John 5:    1.  Equal in Work -- John 5:19    2.  Equal in Power over death -- John 5:21, 28 - 29    3.  Equal in Judgment -- John 5: 22,27; John 12:48; Matt. 7: 21- 23    4.  Equal to the Father in honor --  John 5:23 



   5.  Equal in giving spiritual life -- John 5: 24; 1:4   (5)  The Modernist, in denying the virgin birth, impeaches the predictions of the prophets.   (6)  The denial of the virgin birth makes Mary, His mother, an immoral woman.   (7)  It makes Jesus an illegitimate child.   (8)  It makes the atonement a farce, and His mission a failure.  4.  Many of the Jews of His own day denied that He was the Christ -- John 1:11 - 12 III.  THERE IS A NEW DOCTRINE TODAY BEING TAUGHT BY SOME :  1.  THAT WHEN THE WORD (SON OF GOD) WAS MANIFESTED IN THE FLESH, "he divested himself of the   
       glory, honor, divinity, godhead and became subject to the father as a man;  whatever qualities and        
        characteristics had been His as divine were foregone, whatever privileges and powers there might have been    
       were stripped from Him -- He was a man" -- John A. Welch (April 1987)  2.  These brethren say they believe He is the Son of God, "But whatever privilege there had been was foregone". 

 3.  This doctrine comes down to this -- Jesus was the Son of God on earth stripped of His divine characteristics.  4.  When the Word (who is God --John 1:1) and therefore is Spirit (John 4:24) came to earth, He had to put on          flesh to become like man -- John 1:14; I Tim. 3:16; Heb. 10:5   (1)  Man is a dual nature-- body and spirit -- Gen. 1:27; Gen. 2: 7; II Cor. 4:16   (2)  Man has a spirit in the "likeness of God's Spirit" -- Gen. 1:26 -- But man is not God.   (3)  Man's spirit is devoid of the divine CHARACTERISTICS OF GOD.   (4)  The Word is God (John 1:1), therefore the Word had all the divine characteristics of God.  5.  The Word is the second person in the Godhead -- Matt. 28:19   (1)  The term "GODHEAD" is found three times in the King James Version -- Acts 17: 29; Rom. 1:20; Col. 2:9   (2)  GODHEAD means:  "Divinity; Deity; the divine nature or essence"     1.  "It denotes the quality or state of being God; the sum total of the attributes and characteristics that are  
          common to deity". . . Franklin T. Puckett    (3)  When the Second person of the Godhead, Jesus,  became flesh, He had the sum total of the attributes            and characteristics that are common to Deity -- Col. 2:9    1.  JESUS WAS GOD IN THE FLESH.   (4)  The one true God or Godhead is PERFECT -- Mal. 3:6 --"For I am the Lord, I change not";  Heb. 1: 10 -12    1.   God is ETERNAL -- He has neither beginning nor end of days -- Psa. 90:2; John 8: 58; Psa. 93:2; Gen.            21:33    2.    He is IMMUTABLE -- He changes not -- James 1:17; Heb. 13:8    3.    God is OMNISCIENT  -- All wise -- Col. 2:3; Isa. 46: 9 - 10; John 16: 30; 21:17    4.    He is OMNIPOTENT -- All powerful --  Matt. 19:26; Heb. 1:3; John 3:13    5.    He is OMNIPRESENT --  Everything is before His view --  Deut. 26:15   (5)  Each personality in the Godhead is PERFECT, with all these attributes and cannot cease to be anything     but perfect. 



  (6)  If the Word (the Son of God) simply became a Spirit being (in the flesh), devoid of all the divine             characteristics of God, then He was no longer a person in "the state of being God", hence no longer            Deity -- Even if He could be the same spirit being, He would not be Deity.   (7)  If God could be stripped of His Godhead, He then no longer would be God.   (8)  If Jesus the Son of God was divested or stripped of His Godhead, all of the characteristics that identified     Him as God, when He became flesh, how could He be God in the flesh? -- I Tim. 3:16; Col. 2:9: II John 7  6.  What do the scriptures mean by references to God being manifest in the flesh -- John 1: 1, 14; I Tim. 3:16   (1)  Do the scriptures say that He who had been God was manifest in the flesh, or he who is God was                          manifest in the flesh?   (2)  The answer is:  It is God who was in the flesh and not a Spirit stripped down to humanity, a human          spirit manifest in the flesh -- the fullness of being God was in that flesh -- Col. 2:9; John 14:9   (3)  Whatever difficulties we encounter in understanding Jesus' humanity, no explanation can be valid that          denies His Deity.   (4)  Did the Spirit of Jesus know that He is God because He remembered what He had seen and heard in     heaven, or did He only know who he had been as the Holy Spirit informed Him, without any personal     recall? -- John 3:13; 3: 31 - 32; 8:23   (5)  The Word was fully God before He came to earth (John 1:1), and the fullness of His being entered into           the fleshly body of Jesus -- Col. 2:9; 1:19; Heb. 10:5; Heb. 2: 14 - 17; John 1:18   (6)  Jesus was God manifest in the flesh -- He was no stripped-down version of God, but was fully in the     state of being God.   (7)  Whatever problems we have in understanding Jesus' nature in the flesh, all must harmonize with the     plain declaration of the fact that in Him dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily -- Col. 2:9; Heb. 13:8;     John 8:24, 58 IV.  WHAT DID JESUS EMPTY HIMSELF OF IN  PHILIPPIANS 2: 5 - 7?    1.  The emphasis in this text is the Humility of the Word.  2.  As God, EQUAL with the Father, He accepted a subservient role in the redemption of man -- Heb. 10: 7 - 9;         Isa. 42: 1 - 4; John 8:29; Isa. 53:2  3.  In heaven Jesus was in the FORM OF GOD:   (1)  "Form" is from the Greek word MORPHE -- it means "The form by which a person or thing strikes the           vision; the external appearance"  Thayer, p. 418 (Mark 16:12)   (2)  In heaven the Word bore the form of God -- He appeared before the inhabitants of heaven in this form.   (3)  Jesus did not think that this equality with God was to be eagerly clung to or retained -- but emptied     Himself of it -- So as to assume the form of a servant, in that He became like unto men, and was found in    fashion as a man"  Thayer   (4)  Jesus did not empty Himself of his DEITY, He emptied Himself of the display of his Deity -- His Glory! --     John 17:5 (The Form of God).   (5)  Instead of appearing among men in the Divine Form, He emptied Himself of that divine form and took     the form of a servant (a bondservant) -- He did not come to earth in the full glory of Deity, the Form in     which He dwells "In unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see" -- I Tim. 6:16   (6)  The Word took on the form of a servant 



   1.  In contrast to His glorious appearance as God, a Sovereign to be served, He took on the appearance      of a Servant.     2.  He changed roles from being SERVED as Deity to become a SERVANT -- Luke 22:27 "But I am among  
    you as he that serveth". 

   3.  In His NEW FORM, He clothed Himself in FLESH and became in FASHION AS A MAN -- Heb. 2: 14 -      17; Gal. 4:4; Phil. 2:8   (7)  Jesus was no mere man, He was God in the flesh --  I Tim. 3:16; Col. 2:9; Gen. 18:1   (8)  What man saw was the fashion of a man (Phil. 2:8); what they did NOT see was the Person of God in     that body.    1.  The person of God demonstrated who He was by His life, works and teaching -- John 20: 30 - 31; 2:11 V.  THE NATURE OF CHRIST  1.  QUESTION:  When God was manifested in the flesh, was He the very same nature as we?  2.  ANSWER:  Yes and No  3.  The nature of Christ on earth was BOTH HUMAN AND DIVINE -- John 1:14  4.  By "Nature" we refer to the Natural characteristics and attributes of Christ.  5.  In referring to the "divine nature" we mean the characteristics and attributes that belong to the Spirit which          is Deity.  6.  In referring to the "human nature" we mean the characteristics and attributes of the fleshly body -- Heb.    10:5; Matt. 26:41  7.  By definition, "Nature" means:  "The essential character of a thing; quality or qualities that make something           what it is; essence"  Webster  8.  The divine nature added a physical nature by taking on the body of a man -- Phil. 2:7; 2:14  9.  In affirming the two natures of Christ, I don't mean that Christ had one body with two spirits -- I mean that          He had ONE body and ONE spirit (Human body and Divine spirit).   (1)  He did not have a human spirit -- II John 7  10.  His body was physical, flesh and blood (Heb. 2:14); His spirit was Divine (John 1:14)  11.  Christ was God manifest in the flesh -- I Tim. 3:16; Matt. 1:23; Isa. 9: 6   Donald Townsley  


