
THE FOLLY OF DENOMINATIONALISM 

By Donald Townsley Men in this county * began to see the folly of denominationalism and to make a plea to restore the New Testament order as far back as 1823 when Ephraim D. Moore came into the county preaching that men should return to the ancient order of the New Testament in order to be pleasing to God.  James E. Matthews came here in 1826 making the same restoration plea.  B. F. Hall came from Kentucky in 1827 to preach in a gospel meeting for the Cypress Creek church of Christ (later known as Stony Point).  His sermon on Sunday evening was on "baptism for the remission of sins".  At the close of the sermon, Tolbert Fanning came forward, made the good confession (Acts 8: 37) and was baptized the next morning for the remission of his sins (Acts 2: 38) by James E. Matthews. From this small beginning the gospel was spread throughout this county by the labors of such men as E. D. Moore, James Matthews, James Young, James Hackworth, John Taylor, J. M. Pickens, B. F. Hall, J. H. Dunn, J. J. Trott, W. H. Wharton (who was a doctor), Tolbert Fanning, William Grisham, Bill Stevenson, T. B. Larimore, C. E. Holt, Will Behel and a host of others (some of these men lived in the county and others came just to visit and preach).  Thousands of people fled denominationalism by obeying the gospel of Christ and being added to the Lord's church (Acts 2:47). Now, in this last decade of the twentieth century, there are preachers and churches in this county who want to turn back again to spiritually bankrupt denominationalism and have "ecumenical fellowship" with them.  This is a return to the "spiritual bondage" that our forefathers struggled to come out of over a hundred years ago!  Brethren, wake up (Rom. 13:12), study your Bible and you will see where these "change agents" who are at work today are leading you!  Let us look briefly at the folly of denominationalism.  DENOMINATIONS ARE HUMAN IN ORIGIN All denominations trace their origin to men.  They are all "plants" that God did not plant, and "shall 
be rooted up" (Matt. 15:13).  One's labor in a denomination is vain (Psalms 127: 1). DENOMINATIONS ARE HUMAN IN CONTROL They are controlled by Creeds, Disciplines, Prayer Books and Catechisms, not by Christ and His Word  (John 12:48).  They teach for doctrines the commandments of men, and their worship is vain (Matt. 15:9).   DENOMINATIONS ARE UNSOUND IN DOCTRINE They teach that salvation is by "faith only"; the New Testament teaches that we are saved by a 
working (obedient) faith, not by "faith only" (James 2:24; Gal. 5:6; Matt. 7:21).  They also teach that baptism is not necessary to salvation, when the New Testament teaches that baptism is "for the 
remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). DENOMINATIONS ARE SOCIAL IN PRACTICE They appeal to the carnal man; they draw men with that which is carnal (worldly, not spiritual).  Their worship is entertaining with their instrumental music, choirs and solos.  They furnish entertainment and recreation for their members (I Cor. 11: 22, 34).  They operate all kinds of human institutions to serve the fleshly man (schools, hospitals, children's homes, nursing homes, etc.). 



DENOMINATIONALISM PRESENTS A "DIVIDED CHRIST" TO THE WORD People in denominationalism say:  "I am a Methodist", "I am a Baptist", "I am a Presbyterian", "I am a Catholic", etc.  Christ is NOT DIVIDED (I Cor. 1:12, 13);  all His disciples are to be ONE (John 17: 21).  They are to speak the same thing; there is to be no divisions among them (I Cor. 1:10). If you are honest, I think you can see the folly of denominationalism.  It is spiritually bankrupt, and to turn back to it will damn the soul (Gal. 1: 6 - 9).  One cannot be saved in denominationalism because denominationalism did not originate with Christ.  He built ONE church (Matt. 16:18; Eph. 4:4), and the saved are added to it (Acts 2:47); He is the Savior of the body (Eph. 5:23). Brethren, I beg you, don't be led away with the errors of the "change agents" (false teachers) who are at work today.  Come back to the truth of the New Testament -- flee denominationalism and institutionalism!  (From "Great Plainness of Truth" bulletin, January 1995) * Note:  Donald Townsley lived in Lauderdale County, Alabama when he wrote this article. 


