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THE GREAT SUPPER 

Luke 14: 15 - 24 
By Donald Townsley 

INTRODUCTION 

1.  The events of Luke 14 have been called the "Table Talks of Jesus" for verses 1 through 24 were spoken at a feast 
 in the house of a Pharisee (Lk. 14:1). 

2.  Jesus had healed the man before him which had the dropsy, spoke the parable on seeking the chief rooms, and 
 had told them when they make a supper or dinner to invite the poor who could not recompense them. 

3.  One at the table that had heard these things said to him, "Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God" 
 -- v. 15 

4.  Jesus now takes this opportunity to press them with the thought --"What have you done with God's invitation to 
 His great supper?" 

5.  The Jews supposed that they would have places in the Kingdom when it was established on account of being the 
 children of Abraham. 

6.  Jesus, in this parable, is warning the Jews not to be too sure of themselves about having a place in the kingdom, 
 for the invitation had been given and for many insufficient reasons they had not accepted that invitation. 

I.  THE CUSTOM OF INVITING GUESTS TO A FEAST 

 1.  The custom was to invite the guest, and then send someone to announce that "the supper is now ready" -- v.  
  17. 

 2.  The invitation of this parable is the announcement of the fact that the supper is now ready. 

II.  THE APPLICATION OF THE PARABLE 

 1.  The Great Supper represents ETERNAL SALVATION --Heb. 5:9 

 2.  The Invitation represents the GOSPEL -- II Thess. 2:14; Mark 16: 15 - 16 

 3.  The Servants are the TEACHERS. 

 4.  The First who were bidden were the JEWS -- Matt. 10: 5 - 7 

 5.  The First invitation was given:  

  (1)  By the PROPHETS 

  (2)  By JOHN THE BAPTIST  -- Matt. 3: 1; Lk. 1: 16 - 17 

  (3)  By CHRIST -- Matt. 4:17 

 6.  The LAST invitation was given by the Apostles, preacher, and Christians. 

 7.  The invitation being extended to those in the cities, highways, and hedges represents the provisions that  
  God has made for ALL men through the gospel, whether they be Jews or Gentiles -- Rom. 2:11; Tit. 2: 11 - 12 

 8.  The poor, maimed, blind and lame represent the discouraged, forgotten people who feel their unworthiness  
  to be invited to such an occasion -- Luke 4:18 

 9.  These were compelled or constrained to come -- v. 23 
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  (1)  The only way that God compels people to come is through the gospel -- Matt. 11: 28 - 30; John 6: 44 - 45 

 10.  The invitation of the gospel is to be announced by all Christians -- Matt. 28: 19 -20; I Tim. 3:15; I Thess. 1:8 

III.  THE EXCUSES 

 1.  The ones invited, "They all with one consent began to make excuse" -- v. 18 

  (1)  These who had been invited were supposed to be prepared to drop whatever they were doing and go  
   immediately to the feast. 

  (2)  They were indifferent to the invitation and made their business and social plans just as if no supper  
   was being planned for their benefit. 

  (3)  This is an indication of the esteem in which they held the ONE inviting them.  

 2.  The FIRST --"I have bought a piece of ground" -- v. 18 

  (1)  "I must needs go and see it" 

  (2)  The love of possessions -- this man placed property before God. 

  (3)  People give more attention to anything soon after they purchase it. 

  (4)  Love of possessions so filled this man's heart that there is no room for the kingdom -- Matt. 13: 22; 6:24 

 3.  SECOND --"I have bought five yoke of oxen" --v. 19 

  (1)  This man put devotion to business ahead of God. 

  (2)  This indicates the low esteem he held the MAN who gave the supper. 

 4.  The THIRD--"I have married a wife" 

  (1)   Domestic affairs were in his way. 

  (2)  The wife was now his, and she would keep. 

  (3)  Luke 14:26; 12: 51 - 53 

 5.  It should be noted that all these things urged as excuses were in the realm of the LAWFUL. 

  (1)  But Jesus puts the KINGDOM ABOVE LAWFUL ACTIVITIES-- Matt. 6:33 

CONCLUSION 

1.  Those who made excuses were NOT permitted to eat of the supper -- Luke 14: 24 

2.  Those today who make excuses for not obeying the gospel will not enter heaven. 

 

(Underwood Hts. 1976; Hebron Lane 1988) 


