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The subject assigned to me is one of great importance because this movement has already had a 

greater impact upon the church than many of us realize.  The feminist movement did not begin to 

have any great influence upon our government and other institutions until the early 1960’s.  Since 

then its influence has steadily grown until it now has a great impact.  The movement has contributed 

millions of dollars into the campaigns of liberal politicians who in turn have helped the cause of the 

feminists. 

 

What the Feminists Believe and Teach 

The feminist movement has a diversity of beliefs – all the way from the radical feminists to the so-

called “biblical” feminists who pretend to be committed to the Bible, but will then argue that much of 

the Bible is “culturally conditioned” and is therefore not binding on people today.  They reject what 

the Bible teaches about the role of women in the church (I Tim. 2: 11- 12; I Cor. 11:3) and in the 

marriage relationship (Eph. 5: 22 – 24).  The radical feminists are anti-God and anti-marriage:  they 

are humanists.  They have set out to restructure the government, the home, and the church.  They are 

intent on changing all our standards in society.  They support civil rights for homosexuals and 

lesbians, are pro-abortion, and approve of any kind of “live-in” arrangement that one might desire.  

They say that marriage is a “de-humanizing” institution; that it is “legal whoredom” for women, and 

believe that it must end in order for women to be liberated.  The believe children should be taught to 

believe in “human potential” not in God, and they would give the responsibility of rearing children to 

the state. 

 

Its Impact on Denominationalism 

The feminists do not intend to leave religion alone.  They have had such an impact on 

denominational churches that by the middle of the 1970’s there were 7,000 women ordained to 

preach among religious groups in the United States.  The Methodist church alone had more than 500 

women preaching at that time, and the Disciples of Christ ordained 51 women in 1987 (The Christian 

Standard, Feb. 26, 1989, page 23).  In a period of ten years the number of females enrolled in 

seminaries grew from three (3) to sixteen (16) percent. (U.S. News and World Report, Sept. 27, 1976, 

page 84).  In 1982 the feminist movement had such an influence on the National Council of Churches 

that it issued a new version of the Bible attempting to remove from the text most of what they called 

“sexist” language. 

 

Its Impact on Institutional Churches of Christ 

Institutional churches of Christ are now involved in a great struggle over the issue of women 

preachers, elders, and deacons; women leading public prayers, and women being used to usher and 



to serve at the Lord’s table.  In 1990 Freed Hardeman University had what they called “The Preachers 

and Church Workers Forum” on the subject of “The Role of the Woman in the Work and Worship of 

the Church”.  Earl D. Edwards (forum director and Dean of the School of the Bible) gave the following 

as one of his reasons for having this forum: 

Because this writer is convinced that if the tendency to place women in public leadership roles is 

not checked it will cause division in churches of Christ within a very few years. (Gender and 

Ministry, Preface, page 6) 

They studied in this forum such questions as: “Are Biblical prohibitions cultural ones?”, and 

“Should today’s Christian woman be encouraged to lead prayer (or even preach) in the assembly?” 

(Gender, page 7).  Four men spoke:  the two men who defended the expanded role of women in the 

church were Robert M. Randolph (preacher for the Brookline, MA church) and Lynn Mitchell (one of 

the elders of the Bering Drive church in Houston, TX).  Ralph Gilmore and Don McWhorter took the 

opposing view.  Randolph and Mitchell argued that the expanded role of women is allowed today 

because the restrictions found in the scriptures are “cultural”; Gilmore and McWhorter showed that 

I Timothy 2, I Corinthians 11, and I Corinthians 14:34 are not tied to culture but to the creation of 

God.  Brother McWhorter said in his summary speech: 

First Timothy 2:11 – 12 finds Paul still not appealing to culture, but to the normative law of 

creation as the reason why women cannot teach over men nor usurp authority over men.  I do 

not see any argument that has been made that would change that. (Gender, page 165) 

The Bering Drive church in Houston (where Lynn Mitchell is an elder) have women participating 

in public worship in equal roles with men.  In a “Report on Women’s Participation in Public Worship” 

dated March 4, 1989, they stated: 

On July 31, 1988, the elders presented a statement to the Bering family concerning the use of 

spiritual gifts by both men and women expressing our conviction that it is scriptural and 

appropriate for sisters, as well as brothers, to serve in Sunday morning worship roles of 

ushering, greeting visitors, receiving the offering, reading scriptures, leading prayers, leading 

singing, and serving communion. (The Spiritual Sword, Jan. 1991) 

During the aforementioned forum at Freed Hardeman in 1990, Robert Randolph was asked, “Can 

women serve as elders today?”, to which he replied: “I have no problem with women serving as elders 

today.”  When Lynn Mitchell was asked the same question, he said: “I would not take any exception 

to what brother Randolph said.” (Gender, pages 74, 75). 

Some institutional churches of Christ began a drift from the God-given role of women in the 

1970’s.  In some situations that involved small groups of young people and adults, women were 

allowed to lead prayers and to participate in chain prayers along with men.  We can see that in a few 

short years they have progressed from women leading prayers in small groups to a place where it is 

being advocated that a woman can be an elder and a preacher!  Brethren, any trend away from God’s 

pattern, if it is not stopped in the very beginning, will grow into a full apostasy! 

 

 



Its Impact on Conservative Churches 

Conservative churches of Christ have not escaped the impact of the feminist movement.  As 

brother Mike Willis said in Guardian of Truth, March 16, 1989: 

To think that we can live in a society with such a movement as the Women’s Liberation 

Movement influencing religious groups around us without some spillover occurring among us is 

naïve.  In the milieu of this movement, we are now seeing articles asking whether or not women 

should attend the business meetings.  Is this the portent of a demand for leadership roles for 

women? 

     Brother Connie Adams (editor of this paper) said in the February 1992 issue: “There are straws in 

the wind which indicate that we shall not be immune to this problem.”  Brother L. A. Stauffer made the 

following statement in an article entitled, “Women – Their Subjection”: 

A disturbing sign or two are beginning to display themselves in some churches I know about and 

others I have been associated with in meetings.  A few women have made it clear, especially in 

the absence of elders, that they want to be in business meetings where decisions are made about 

the work of the church.  This is one small step in the direction of the long strides that have been 

made in society by the feminist and E.R.A. movement.  Are these women looking for equal rights 

and equivalent roles in the church? 

Some congregations among us are now having both men and women to come together to talk 

about the work of the church.  In these meetings they discuss the needs and hopes for the 

congregation, and make suggestions for the improvement of the work.  Brethren, this is just a first 

step in the wrong direction.  The next step will be that women will naturally want to be included in 

the decision-making process.  It is like our institutional brethren allowing women to pray in small 

groups (which is a violation of I Tim. 2:8, 11 – 12), now women are preaching (in some places), 

teaching classes where there are both men and women, serving at the Lord’s table and leading 

prayers in the assemblies!  One step away from God’s order leads to another, and then another, and 

another . . . ! 

God has put the care of the business of the church into the hands of men.  He intended for every 

church to have a plurality of elders as soon as men can be qualified (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5).  Elders 

are men, not women.  No woman can be an elder because she can never meet the qualifications (I 

Tim. 3: 1 – 7; Titus 1: 5 – 11), therefore she has no right to be in a business meeting of the local church 

helping to plan and make decisions for the work.  She cannot do the work of one she can never qualify 

to be, an elder!  The man has been given the headship role, not the woman (I Cor. 11:3).  None of the 

apostles, elders, deacons or evangelists were women in apostolic times.  With the understanding that 

God has specifically placed the business of the church in the hands of men, no God-fearing woman 

should want to do what God has forbidden her to do – take the role of headship (I Cor. 11:3; I Tim. 2; 

11 – 15) and leadership in His church.  Just as God placed the husband in the role of headship in the 

home (Eph. 5: 23 – 24; I Pet. 3:1, 5 – 6), He has placed the man in the role of headship in the church 

(I Tim. 2: 11 -14).  Any woman who rejects the headship/leadership role of man, in the home or in 

the church, has sinned against God who gave the roles of men and women for as long as the earth 

shall stand. 



Why would women today want the role of decision-making in the church?  The only answer is that 

many women (and men) have been influenced be the feminist movement of our day.  Many in the 

church today know more about the feminist movement than they do about the Bible and the God-

given roles for men and women given from Genesis!  There is a great need in the church today to go 

back to the word of God and study again the roles God has given us as men and women, and may God 

help us to be content to abide by the limitations He has placed on us. 

The impact of the feminist movement upon God’s people has been greater than many realize, and 

the full impact is yet to be felt if preachers, elders and brethren don’t do some good, sound teaching 

on this issue NOW!  I believe that God have woman a great role in the home and in the church – she 

is no second-class citizen in the Kingdom!  But others will deal with these things; this article is 

intended to show the impact on the church when woman steps out of the role that God has given her. 

 

 


