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THE LOCAL CHURCH IN GOD’S PLAN 
Lesson 2 

 
I. MEMBERSHIP IN THE LOCAL CHURCH IS NECESSARY: 
 
1. When Paul left Damascus and went to Jerusalem he became a part of the 
Jerusalem church.  Acts 9: 26 – 27 
 
2. Phoebe was identified with the church at Chechrea.  Rom. 16:1 
 
3. Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius, Manaen, and Saul were identified with the church at 
Antioch. Acts 13:1 
 
4. When one joins a local church he is: 
 
 (1) “Among” that church. I Cor. 5: 2, 13 
 
 (2) “In the church”. Acts 13:1 
 

(3) He is part of the local church; he is one of the number that makes up that 
body. 

 
5. A relationship and fellowship has been established between one joining and 
those he joined – the local church.  Acts 9: 26 – 28 
 
6. Each member is to be subject to elders.  Heb. 13: 17; I Thess. 5: 12 
 
7. Membership in the local church is a family-type relationship. I Tim. 3:15 
 
 (1) This type relationship carries obligations with its privileges. 
 
 (2) Some members only want the privileges with no obligations. 
 

(3) Many members of the church feel no responsibility to the church – they 
just “pick up” and walk away without adjusting their obligations. 

 
(4) When one is a member of the local church he or she has responsibilities to 
fulfill. 

 
  A. Work obligations. 
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  B. Financial obligations.  Acts 2:42 “fellowship”; 11:29 
 

(5) One needs to adjust his obligations before he leaves.  One can do great 
harm to a local church if he does not. 

 
8. Each member has a duty to other members of the local church. 
 
 (1) We are “members one of another”.  Rom. 12:5; Eph. 4:25 
 
 (2) We are to have “care one for another”.  I Cor. 12: 25 
 
  A. We can become discouraged.  Gal. 6:9; I Thess. 5:14 
 

(3) We are to “consider one another to provoke unto love and good works”.  
Heb. 10:24 

 
 (4) We are to “Edify one another”.  I Thess. 5: 11 
 
 (5) We are to “exhort one another”. Acts 2: 40; Heb. 3:13 
 
 (6) We are to restore one another. Gal. 6:1 
 

(7) We are to love one another. Heb. 13: 1; II Pet. 1:7; John 13: 34 – 35;         
I Pet. 1:22 

 
II. THE LOCAL CHURCH HAS ORGANIZATION. 
 
1. The local church is to have a plurality of elders.  Acts 14: 23; Tit. 1: 5; Phil. 1:1 
 
2. The members of a local church have agreed to function together under 
overseers.  Acts 20: 28 
 

(1) God has given Christians responsibilities to carry out together with other 
Christians. 

 
  A. We are to assemble together.  Heb. 10: 24 – 25; Acts 2: 46; 5:42 
 

B. In such an assembly we are to observe the Lord’s Supper on the 
first day of the week.  Acts 20:7; I Cor. 11: 23 – 26; 11:20 

 
  C. We are to sing together. Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19 
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D. We are to pray together. Acts 2:42; Acts 12:5; I Tim. 2:8;          
Matt. 18:19 

  
E. On the first day of the week, when we assemble, we are to give into a 
COMMON treasury to finance our work together.  I Cor. 16: 1 – 2; 
Acts 2: 42 

 
F. We are to support the preaching of the gospel from the COMMON 
TREASURY.  II Cor. 11:8; Phil. 4: 15 – 16 

  
G. We are to provide for the fulfillment of the needs of certain 
destitute saints.  I Cor. 16: 1 – 2; I Tim. 5:16 

 
H. We are to exercise discipline against ungodly members.  I Cor. 5: 1 
– 5; II Thess. 3:6 

 
(2) Each Christian is accountable for HOW he works with others in what 
God demands we do together.  Eph. 4: 1 – 3; Phil. 2: 2 – 3 

 
(3) Failure to obey God in TOGETHER-ACTIVITIES affects our 
relationship to God. Heb. 10: 24 – 26 

 
3. Elders and their responsibility to the local church: 
 

(1) They are ELDERS, men of mature age and experience – “not a novice”.  I 
Tim. 3:6; Acts 14: 23; Tit. 1:5 

 
(2) Bishops and Overseers:  Acts 20:28  “One who oversees, superintends, or 
supervises”… “A man charged with the duty of seeing that things done by 
others are done rightly”. 

 
(3) Shepherds or Pastors: I Pet. 5:2; Eph. 4:11  They lead, tend and feed the 
flock.   

 
  A. Protects 
 
  B. Cares for the sick. 
 
  C. He knows them. 
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(4) Stewards:  Tit. 1:7  One who has the charge  or care of the souls of the 
flock of God. 

 
(5) They are to RULE:  Heb. 13:7, 17; I Tim. 5:17  “To Lead” “To go before”  
They are to lead the local church.  They direct and guide. 

 
 (6) They are EXAMPLES:  I Pet. 5: 3  They serve as a pattern to be imitated. 
 
 (7) They are WATCHMEN:  Acts 20:31; Ezek. 33: 7 – 9   
 

A. They are to protect the flock from false teachers and teaching.     
Acts 20: 28 – 31; Tit. 1:9 

 
  B. They see the enemies of men’s souls at a distance. 
 

(8) It is the business of elders to see that preachers preach the Word (II Tim. 
4:2) and that the members hear the Word (Acts 20: 28; Heb. 13:17). 

 
  A. One’s spiritual appetite is formed by the diet he is fed on. 
 
  B. Those who hear only “sound doctrine” will grow up to like it. 
 
  C. Those fed on “fables” will come to like that diet. 
 

D. It is imperative that Elders see to it that the church hears only 
sound doctrine.  Tit. 2:1; I Tim. 1:3 

 
4. The members of a local church have agreed to function as a TEAM under 
overseers (Acts 20:28) and through servants ( Phil. 1:1). 
 
 (1) Deacons are servants of the local church.  Phil. 1:1; Rom. 12:7 
 

(2) The local church teaches and preaches through servants.  Acts 13: 1; 
11:26 

 
(3) The Local church can employ an Evangelist to preach and teach.  I Cor. 
9:14; II Cor. 11:8 

 
5. A local church must operate with a COMMON MIND, with agreement in 
doctrine and judgment.  I Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4: 1 – 6; John 17: 20 – 21 
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(1) The elders lead in forming this judgment, and as sheep we must follow 
the shepherds.  I Thess. 5: 12 -13 

 
  A. Legitimate judgment is within the realm of faith.  Matt. 28: 19 – 20 
 
 (2) They must not lord or dominate.  I Pet. 5: 3 
 
6. Much of the work done in a local church is by the medium of money. 
 

(1) Each member obligated to bear his share of the load.  I Cor. 16: 2; Acts 
11:29 

 
(2) The collection is to be taken on the first day of the week.  I Cor. 16:2;       
II Cor. 9: 6 – 10 
 
(3) When a planned program is announced we must help finance that work. 

 
7. There is to be mutual assistance in the local church. 
 

(1) Some seem to think that if they assemble and give, this is all of their 
relationship to the local church. 

 
 (2) This ignores a most vital reason for collective work. 
 

A. One of the basic purposes for assembling is to “provoke unto love 
and good works”… and to “exhort one another”…  Heb. 10: 24 – 25 

 
B. We must learn to think of the local church as a mutual 
encouragement society. 

  
a. In public worship we “teach and admonish” by singing.       
Col. 3:16 
 
b. We edify one another when we pray together. I Cor. 14:26 
 
c. We are built up by the teaching. Acts 20:32; II Tim. 4:2; Acts 
20:7; Acts 2:40 
 
d. The Lord’s Supper. I Cor. 11: 23 – 26; 10: 16 – 17 
 
e. We are blessed by our giving.  Acts 20: 35 
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f. Every member has a part.  Eph. 4: 16; I Cor. 12: 14 –v22 
 
 (3) Mutual assistance goes far beyond public worship: 
 

A. Fellow Christians enter into a pact to “bear one another’s burdens 
and so fulfill the law of Christ…”  Gal. 6:2 

 
B. This involves seeking to correct the errors of one another.  Gal. 6:1; 
James 5: 19 – 20; II Tim. 2: 24 – 26 

 
  C. This involves warning one another about sin. I Thess. 5:14 
 
  D. This involves comforting one another.  I Thess. 5:14; Rom. 12:15 
 
  E. Doing good to one another.  Gal. 6:10 
 
  F. Being examples to one another.  I Tim. 4:12 
 
  G. This involves looking on the things of others. Phil. 2:3- 4 
 
  H. This involves helping one another in need. I John 3: 17 – 18 
 
8. The local church has a TREASURY. 
 

(1) Members of the local church give into the common treasury each first day 
of the week.  Acts 2: 42; I Cor. 16: 1- 2 

 
(2) Each member is obligated to bear his or her share of the load in the local 
church.  Acts 11:29; I Cor. 16:2 

 
 (3) It is through the treasury that the local church does much of its work.   
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