
 

THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE 

Matt. 13: 45 - 46 
INTRODUCTION: 

1.  The Pearl of ancient times was to the people then what the Diamond is to us today. 

2.  The Pearl was a prized possession, and it was exceedingly VALUABLE. 

3.  The parable illustrates the UNSURPASSED VALUE of the Kingdom or church -- Eph. 5: 25; Matt. 6:33 

 

I.  THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE PARABLE OF THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE AND THE PARABLE OF 
THE TREASURE HIDDEN IN THE FIELD: 

 1.  The Merchant of the parable of the pearl of great price was SEEKING goodly pearls, but the man of the   
      parable of the Treasure hidden in the field (v. 44) just HAPPENED to find the treasure. 

  (1)  Some find the true church and the Truth with little effort, while others SEEK the Truth. 

  (2)  Some are REARED in the church's environment and grow up knowing the Truth. 

  (3)  Some find the true church by mere chance. 

  (4)  Some, like those reared in denominationalism, must put forth great effort to find the truth. 

   1.  They have the SEEK for the Truth. 

   2.  They have to learn to DISCRIMINATE between True and Counterfeit religion. 

 2.  The merchant seeking goodly pearls already had OTHER pearls, but the man who found the treasure had    
     nothing which he prized highly. 

  (1)  Some who obey the gospel are forced to give up their old religion which they have prized highly. 

  (2)  Other who obey the gospel are compelled to give up little from a religious point of view. 

II.  THE CHURCH CAN BE FOUND BY ALL WHO SEEK FOR IT-- Matt. 7:7; John 7:17; Matt. 6:33 

 1.  The Lord promised that ALL who seek the Truth above everything else will find it -- John 7:17; Matt. 5:6; Psa. 
      25:14 

 2.  The Merchant KNEW what he was looking for. 

  (1)  He recognized it when he found it. 

  (2)  He was looking for Goodly Pearls -- Matt. 13:45 

   1.  Genuine pearls, not simulated. 

 3.  The World has many kinds of religions and "isms". 

  (1)  One must look for the church and the religion of the Bible. 

  (2)  One must study the Bible so he will be able to recognize the true church when he finds it, because so  
        many religions are counterfeit. 

  (3)  One who does not seek to find the religion of the Bible will likely be deceived -- Eph. 4:14; II John7;  
        II Thess. 2:10; Prov. 14:12; Jer. 10:23; Ezek. 14:4 



 4.  The Merchant was seeking GOODLY PEARLS -- he did not sit down and imagine he had something valuable    
       like many do who are adherents of false religions -- Prov. 14:12 

   (1)  If a person is a member of a church which is UNLIKE the church of the New Testament in doctrine,  
        worship, and practice, he should look for a church that is like the church of the New Testament. 

  (2)  We have been warned against false religions --  Acts 20: 28 - 30; Rom. 16: 17 - 18; I Tim. 4: 1 - 4;  
        Matt. 15:9 

  (3)  We are commanded to turn away from that which is ERROR -- II John 9 - 11 

III.  THE CHURCH IS A PRICELESS PEARL 

 1.  Salvation is in the church. 

  (1)  The saved are added to the church -- Acts 2:47 

  (2)  Reconciled unto God in one body, the church --  Eph. 2:16 

  (3)  Salvation is in Christ -- II Tim. 2:10; Eph. 1:7 -- To be in Christ is to be in the Church -- Eph. 1: 22 - 
        23; Gal 3:27; I Cor. 12:13 

  (4)  The blood of Christ bought the church --Acts 20:28 -- One must be part of the church to benefit from  
        the blood. 

  (5)  Christ is the Savior of the body, the church -- Eph. 5: 23 

  (6)  We are called by the gospel unto the body, the church --  II Thess. 2:14; I Cor. 1:9; Col. 3:15 

 2.  One should seek for the Kingdom and pay the price to be a member of it -- Matt. 6:33 

IV.  THE PRICELESS PEARL IS COSTLY 

 1.  It cost God His Son -- John 3:16 

 2.  Christ His blood -- Acts 20:28 

 3.  It will cost you any church or religion that you have previously embraced -- Gal. 1: 13 - 14 

 4.  It sometimes costs the breaking of family ties -- Matt. 10: 34 - 37 

 5.  It will cost you the pleasures of sin for a season -- Heb. 11: 25 

V.  THE MERCHANT BOUGHT THE PEARL 

 1.  The Merchant knew that for which he was seeking. 

 2.  The Merchant had courage to risk ALL he had for it. 

 3.  The Merchant lost no time selling all he had to buy the pearl 

  (1)  He paid the price -- Prov. 23:23 

  (2)  Many are slow to obey the gospel   

  (3)  Many want a cheap religion 

 4.  The Pearl of Salvation is NOT subject to the fluctuation of the stock markets 

  (1)  It is as cheap now as it ever will be. 

 5.  The church is of GREAT VALUE, and whatever you might have to give up to be a member of it will be a    
      cheap price to pay for such a prized possession. 

 

 



 CONCLUSION: 

1.  Friend, have you turned your back upon the world and obeyed the gospel? 

2.  Are you seeking FIRST the kingdom of God?  Matt. 6:33 

3.  Won't you do so now? 
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