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Ihe dternal Purpose of God

Homer Halley

This course of study will be confined primarily to a consideration of
Christ and the church &s set forth in Uolosnians and Zphesians. Paul's theme in
Colossirng is, the »ra siincnce of Cnrist; in Zphesians, it is the fulness and
complet-ness of the chvrch. In bobth he t-pchos that God's provision for man's
Splrl‘tu«.ll nesls is now coimletz. The stuly will include -~n outline of God's
romise from &den 1o its consuwation in heavon,

L. GOD'S STZRWL DURD0SE L7 CHIST, JPE, 157-14

“The apostle surveys in +this the "ﬂ:s"iﬂ'i‘*’it; the entire source of tlhe revelaw
tion of _rrcce. S‘G""‘Lllb Wit the men of hisg doy, the new-born ﬁom‘nunlty of the
sous of Goi in ulflS‘i;, wvidury betwe.n the erce pest and to come, he looks baclk-
ward to the source of wen's sclv.tion vhen it law' e sSilent thou“ht in the wir?
of God, an? forimard to the hour ‘;hen it shell heve egconplished its p1‘01*1“=- e

—_—T A

echieved our redsumtion.” -- &, B, Findlav, The spistle to the Aphesians, v, 7. .
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1. God - tae -.rc.‘ﬂ""ct 2 Fowsbainahend oi‘ 21l blessings V. 5-6
Eo oy

- e

Ve”so 3.
Yivers soiritu.l D.LEU e B zll blessings cr2 frow God, and in Christ,
lesveniy ploces, | e,o Lois erourcniols en Christoi, "E“ﬁls preclse pbra
(with en) occurs o Where 61se (Ghoil in Jﬁi?b:tens) in the ¥ T.% --

Ae To doverison, Word Pictures,

"1t is best tle.rworu, To Teteli the simple local meaning, and take i%
to fascribe The bles.: mbs which are stat»d to be in their nabure
spiritunl, further as oemﬂ fowxd in hecven. To that they belong,
s fro: Shwace it is bhet t‘le'" come to us Lo ba our prosit poss-
ession oa sarth, The choice of the uvnusuel form here tay be due
to tIL ler ccness of the ides. It is not merely that the Dleswlng,s
with sdidch God bles od us oro blesnings boving, their oriszin in hesven,
but Glot tasy ar: blOSol‘ﬂgS wiieh have thoir seﬁt where God iimself
is =und where Christ veims,” -- Splmond, Zxpositor's Gresk Testrment,

Snre ~lso &3, 1520; 2:6; 3:10-11; of. G312, )

Voerses 4-6,
e chcs; us, ve & (
8

Slettos, “pizls

chog Ne" ~- Fher,
A o -
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Lnpr s os the iden of sele\,-tmg for oneself out of 2 nuwbor. . he
foumdction of the stoteient is tue raot O T ifes of Israel As a
nation c.osen oy thd Lord to be 'a peculiar people wnto dimsc if,
sbove 11 peovles that ~re upon the earth' (Vewt, 14:2), . .The
imie "iats sublect is not w ¥: ere or are uode, bub what God
does = His electlon and hm«.r it TProcends. And the idea is tTET thet
r:lectio;. has its ground in Christ, in the sense thai npart from
Carist ~d without raspect to Iis s»necicl relcohion to us, and
His forcseon work, there would be mo elechion of us." -~Sulnond,
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oundf'moa of the werld, v. 4
foan&#nb (2. wying dowm & foundaticn, pro, Joum 17:2

ey
.
w Fy

J[.‘.E}j.'.'l'sé; 1 Pet 1820).7 -- .Laﬂgﬂr,'

Lite., o cesting down. . (2} {pro, Johm 17: doh 1i4; 1 Pet 137203

all other pes-rges, £po, Th) The labter phrﬂse {oro, the thre nHas=

32363 just Olued, ) Toolis biek to the pe.st ebernity.® ~ . L. Vine,
Heving foreoricined us wubto o’ppbion as 5015 , groorldzo, V. 9., oridgo,

o

To ornc.otern:me, decide beforehand. . oo Toreordrin, apjoint Bee
fore hand . -- Theyer.,
“Denotes to bound, to set a houndery {in lish, horizon); heunce, to
nark out definitely, determine., pro, b{a'oredﬂnﬂ, to determine be-
f‘oreh:md, to deteriine bn,oze forcor . in (Lxc,'cs 4:28; 1 Cor Z:7;
Ron 8' Gm 30 upﬂ. l 5 ll;. - ..f E \?1.!‘.'1\/-

Dut the 0100311“(;, foreor“eining, was in the purpose ol God, sec vv. 9-11.
Kecp this thought before wou in studying The pass 85E .

Forelmoiledss - c;'tu*'y tials alsc. »prosmosing, noun foria, two times in the
¥ 7; proginosio, verb, 5 times:

Acbs "0i5 ) Verd fornm, purely clacsical, "or-vious knowle’ge."
2 Pet 3:17 ) Ulazst .

Lets 2533 ) forn, bavon” purely classical memning

1 Tet 1:2 )

Ror 8339 2

07 117 )] 312 for:, also bewond purely clas~icol umesning.

1 Pet 1:70

Jesus Christ - the swmming up of Jod's purposce and the chennel of Fisf blesg—

I e P e [ S N S .

Verss 7 - R-»2coztion: ox p ained as “the {orzivenesn of trospes-es.”
Turoush Lis Tloocl = for boti those of the 0ld Co ant ond of bho Vg
Heb $:13,2:3 1034, Tuab apert from us thoy s houlu not be uade per lecu.™

"l. A hidden or secret thing, not obvious to *he
anderscroainge 2. o bidden purpose or counsel; seorel will,® - Thayor
D:'Lsz,e;.s ation - oikonomicn, "m‘rriﬂistreb ion, dispensction.” - Thiyer.,
Tarremgoment or ¢ iiuistrotion,” - Vine. FThe divine orderins of ths
effairsas of the world™ - The iew Ceutury Dictioumary.

'_Eystarv: .msterion,

Fulness of Time - vwihwen thse Uine should be roady. When ready, Christ
coue, Grl 4:4; .ork 1:14,15,., Thus bagsn the unfolding, the rovelo-
tlon of the ﬂ;"st”ry the fulfilling of the purpose of God.

To sum up (11 things iun Chrisb: i.c., the sumeing up of God's purpese
end eals redeuvtlon, vhus uniting the family in heeven and on
cartly, s2e dnh 3:14,

¥Y; in whon we have obbteined

ze, wrivabte possescion. . JShe
e Writ, it sirmifics to becoune
e M 3V iz betbor, of 1:18.

Verses 11b-17, ~ swuaery of Bl “purpose”.
Purpose - “ecnor i3 bo purpese,” tie key bo tihe possave.
probithemi, “te sui bulfors, s-t 'I‘or&;b,“ - ke B, Vine.
Protaes.s, sotting Teorth of a thing, placiy it in view, 2. & DVT-
T Tpos-, zom 3:.3; Jdph 1:11." Prow “protitheni: nidile, T, So sot bafore
one's sslf, provose to one's self; +o propose, deteruim . - Theyer .,
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TheraTore, purpose sirnifies God's plan set hefore Linself from ebernity.
s G . A - -
Homce, God chose us in Uhrist before the foundeobion of the wrld, for-
ordained us to a‘option, secorring to purpose, in His plin.

S« The Holy Spirit - the sarnest of owr iuberitance, vv. 13-14

You heard the gospel - you believed - vou werc sealed, verse 13.

Sealeds sphragideo: ™ Ho set a mark upor by lImpress of a sosl, to stamp: . .
respaoting Ged, who by the gift of the E 3 inficates who ara his, pass.,
Bph 1:13; 4330." -~ Thayer .

o secl, is used to indicate (a) ownership and secw ity, together with
destinebion.” -= W, 4, Vine.

"Holy Spirit of promise™ - promisc: not activel drubguibg ir eibfurnubg tge
promise, but possive, promised: object or content of the promise, Pro-
mises: Jgpel 2:28-32; Isc 44:3; Brek $6:26,27; Zech 12:10 -~ Johm 14.16;
Acts 2:38-39; @1 3:126-87; 4:6,7,

Verse 14:

Barnest, arrebdn, "en earnest, i.e., money which in purcheses is given
as 2 pledse that tre full amount will subsccuently be paid," - Thaver.
#0rizginally, esrnost-monev deposite’ b the purchaser ound forfeited
if the purchese wes not completed, In general usage it ¢ e to de-
note & pleige or e.rmest of ray sort; inmthe I' T it is used only of
thet which is sssured by God to believers. . .2 Cor 1l:3; 5:5; foh
1;14." -- 1, 3. Vine

Therufore, it is God's fwll —ucrante.: that the pwrpose will be consu-
nated in owr irhoariterce, in the reswroctbion, the fingl work of
Caristls rodemptive scerifice, 1 Fet 1:5,9; Heb 9:27,28.

This view of the purposc exbtords from eternity to =zbernity:

=i ) (GOD:
Yurposed )] _Mystory CERIST Holy Spirit ( Cons.a:lon
Chose us ; o N Revealcd E of Purposc.
Forcordeined Sealed (ecrnest) Inh, 1 P 1:3-5

I1. CHRIST - Tas PRE« TMEICH OF GERIST IN THL ATERULL PURPOSSH: "TIilI FULNZSS OF THI
GOUEADXE oL, 1:5-3:4  ~ ' -

Imtroduction, 1:3-14
Thenksgiving for the church at Colossas, 3-8,
Proyer on tiwir behelf, vv G-11.,
Thenksgiving to God for His part, vv 12-14.

l. Christ's precminence 2ng glory in all things as showm by His reletion to
God snd cra-~tion (He slone is Crenbor, Redeemer, Sover2ign), 1:14~23,

(1) Relstion to God:

Inoge of CGod: 3cn, Is~ 916,7; Hgb 1:1-3; Rovenler, John 1:18; 14:7-9.
Fulness of the Codhead, v. 19; 7:2. Godherds "1 rnco;mized technical
teri: in theolony, denoting the totrlity of ths Divine powers and

abtribubes’." « Lightlfoct, -uoted by Robertson, Word Pickures, p. 480.

(2) Relation to the universe:
Creator, vw. 16,17; Jdohn 1:1-3; Hab 1:2

First-bern of a1l croation: towporel priority, dominion.

Thrones, dominions, principalities: usse”’ of anmsliec powers, good and
bad, and of e:irthly poverss
Good: Col 1:16; iph 1:i20-27; 3:10; 1 Pob 3:24, Bes also Revelation:
throne of God cnd 34 thrones, 4:2,4; four living crccbures, 4:6;
momy engels, 53ll; overy or-ebed thing, 5:13.
&vils 2 Pet 7i4; Jude €; Aph 6:13%; Cel ?:10,15; 1 Cor 15:24,25,
Both: Romans 8438,
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Before all things. As Orector, He would be baforc tho thvn s created.
Mies, John 1: 1; "am," John 8:58; “"before the world was,” John 17:5;
"'T““l ity with God,” Phil. 2:5-8, Hz is "before all things® in £ ime
and prcel.mcnce .

Susteiner, v 17b, “Consist, 'Yo cohora, to hold together .t Ths per=
monence of the universn rests, th»n, on Chrisc far wore then on
grovitys It is a Christo-cenmtric umiverse.” - Robertson, Tlord Picturcs

\TO}. I"f., P- [78u
(3) Relaticn to the church: Heed, ve 18; Bphe 1:2.:,2%,. In Colosszians the
emphirsis is on tle "headship of Chy 13"'", in BEvhesians it is on the
church,
) Relation o Godlwod: the fulmess, v. 19; 2:8-10.
)

(4
(5) Relation to wen ard to sin as uhnae are related to Gods Roconciler,
the werns or avenuve of recomeilistion, vv, 20«23,

e Your past ralation; rliemetad and cnewics, ve 2l.

be Your prosent conditiong reconciled, v. 280,
¢

» Your futurc: to be prescated, v. 2°%h. - IF ~ conditiorns, v. 23.

2e Christ, the wystery of God, and Tressury of Wisdom and Knowledge, 1:24-2:86,
TERTT Up on Wy Dart, ebC. ', V. 84. TChrist sulfercd for Lhe king-
dom of God, und His followers must continue this." --Lizhtfoot. "Clrist
wos scit only to Isrecl, and endured sufferings in His ministry to it.
Prul fllls up vt is 1c,,\, of those sufferings, as apostle to the Gon
tiles." «-Hoffacn, YThe ¢ ff‘lict‘?on_s tro Paulls owm, and are called
tho afflictions of Christ, boceause they ars of the same ossential
charcebor o ~—giocor. L1 from P 91'@, depositorts Grock e T,
11) The mysbery reve.led: Unrist in you, tho hope of HLoTye
liystory - nustErion, JAccording o Paul & Mmystery™ is truth which wr.
ounce hidden bub now is rivealed, It is not discovored by men,

is revealad by God, The thing now being mde krowm is that th hona
of Llory for the Goenbiles is HChI‘lSt in you,” 1:37; sge olso &rh 7 L7,

For‘.;erlv sou b and secrched for by the proplkets and now being wrde lnom
throu‘,p tuae gospel, by the o"JJ.I'iL'L 1 Pet, 1310-12; Rome 16:25="7,
(2) Treasur.s of iisdom, Ve 37
Troasury, .L'lasc;u:_(:'lS' The plece in which goods znd prescious thins are
eollicet 4 znd laid up, 2.. 2 caslet, coffor, or other rosepticle, in
uhich vrluables rre kep - Thaver .
Fisdom - “ili. . ,hidf?.en." Hone outsidz, no nz-d to search further
then in Jdesus Christ. The wisdom here spokon of is Godls wisc plen
for manl!s selvehlon, in contredistinetion to tae wislom of the
world, 1 Cor. Ll:18~34.
Tt is wiisdor leng hidden from tle world, but anov . de kown in Christ,
1 Cor. 2:1-13, Aud this revelation accor”ing to the etermel purpose
of God, .vh. 3:10-11.
(3) tnd of %0, 1oty B
The Imowledse ro ulred o guide us in the woy of life, "Tic wisdom forms
the plen; tha lnovledse knows the woys of corrying it out™ {Vineceant).
Iz christ ig reverled all thot is nocessary for mai to Imowy there
is no nced to epnerl eibhor to humen wisdon and philosonhy, or to
Joifsh ritucl.
This kmowlecze covars the thre. most imporbtant subjects of en uiry:
fe N0 is God? - Josus ruply, Johm 1:18; 73293 14:9; kictt. 11:70-
27. To 'mr0.r Thrist is 4o kmow God; FHe is the ravelation of
tant ’v:fzc'.'"!-'u"ge, Johnn 17:3,
e

vt

De “hnb I ond what is his dustiny? « In His ecrthy 1life Christ
raveclod the true neture ond glory of mang in His resurrection
da decliar:” his destiny, liott. 28:;18; iark 16:15,1G.

e ot iIs ien's duby Yo God and to nan? - Christ Himgolf is the
cngwer: Ls .4n f‘o.n.lox,s T4 he finds rad does his dwy, John 14
s bt 18:%4-28; John 21:°72,
(<) Fiden - bub enly to thosc who rofuse to ses.
This wisdo: o d-e oro found not on the surlface
2

Z.oile but must be
sougae, Lath. Ti7{8: as & worchant afbur poorkas, i

L
the 13141240,
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To those whe have no love for the truth, instead of truth, delusion ard
error ara found, 2 Thess, 2:10-12,

This mystory has beon mnde known, lom. 16:28; "proclaimed,” with admow
nition and teuching, Col, 1:28; understood, Col. 2:3; therofors no
excuse for one's being deluded, v, £, There is no bulwark against
error or of boing deceived like the bulwark of understending and
welking in the ftruth, v. 6,

3¢ Christ - the Fulness of the Gedhead, and the Christian's Completeness, Col.

ol JE cxRe 8 b
21Ba314,

Frem the beginning Christionity has had its cnemies: they have always becn
about the same, From among the Jews there have boon the judaizers who
would bring the Christiens agein inte bondage to the law; from cmong the
Gentlles ther: have becn the philosophers whe would substitute human wisdom
for Christ and His t2rching, The books of Romans and Galaticns confube
Judeism; Colossimms and fphesians meet philosophy.,

(1) Thilosophy denounced as boeing the engny of Christ apd the Christien, 2:8,
:'Talcg l:medf' - beware, look out., A warning.
8poil™ ~ "fo corry off booty; to cerry off one as & ceptive and slave."
- Thayzr, ‘“plunder as tcken in war," - Bernos, "o make a prey of,
flecce." - iruro.
"Philosophy” ~ sttempbing to devis by human reoson an oxvlanation of
the vniverse. Humen wislom, 1 Cor, 1:20-21; 234, TIts consenuences,
HOoMe 1520—23-
"Wain deceit" - lenos, "empty, with special reference to -uslity." - Vg
t or Jecoitfulness, that which zives a false xuw-
prescion. o o T vain deczit' sug ests that deceilf is vo-d
of enybhing proTiteble.” - Vine, It is vanity.

Tracditions of mn® - e emphasis is on of men, &s opposed to that ro-
vealed from Ged. F-ul effirmed his dootriné was from God, Gal, 1:1l.
12+ Anything otier then that which is from God is wain, Mabt. 15:7-9,

"Ruciments of the world"” - clemenbs, stoicheion, "primarily significs
any first things from which others in o séries, or a composite whole,
take their rise; the word denchbes an element, first principle. .
{b) the delusive speculations of Gentile cults end of Jewish theeries,
trooted as elementory prineiples, Col 238, . .(c) the rudimentrry
principles ol raligion, Jewish or Gentile, also described as tthe
rudiments cf the world', Col 2:20; and as 'weak end Begarly rudiments,!
Gal £33,4,9.," = i, £, Vine.

{2) The Caristisn's completencss affirmod 4o be in the complete Christ,

%+9=15,

2. The fulness of Clrist roaffirmed, v. 9.

Hot a nartiel rovelation, bub complete; not a partial indwelling of
God, but full. All the power, wisdom end knowledge of God; ail
the love, merey, tordorness of Ged; all of Ged's hatred for sin
and wiciedness. All the fulness of deity summed up in Him.

He 1s sbove angzls and crosbion, tlese are not to be comparcd with
Him, Hob, 1:1=5; 1:8-10,

Bodily - in the flosh, Jolm 1:14; IHgb. 10:5-10; Phil, 2:5-8.

b, The fulness of the Vhristian asserted, vv, 10-15. TNobhing lacking
or to b2 svpelae’ Dy another ,

Cireume sed, vnited with Ged in Oprist, vve 11,12, Jewish physicsal;
the Christian, spiritual, Phil 3:3; Roms 2:28,%9; Eph. @:ll.
Uryuried - roised," sce Rom, 83l-11; Ggl. 3:26-27.

Dead - flive, dow 2 new ereaturs, 2 Cor, 6:16,17; Eph. 2:1-5; Rom.

4

Vino. rpubz,
el

o

8:1:-17.
Sins forniven, soc Jor. 5141343 Heb, 81123 Aets 3:19.
Ordinences tlotted oud, fulfilled, Eph. 2:114; Heb. 9318-17; 10:8-10,
Princinalitiszs deospoiled - triumphed over our foes, Christ ceme to
bird ti¢ strong man, Matt 12:29; dostroy his works, 1 Jdn 3:8; bring
B

&
to naught nis power, Heb 2:;14,15; which he did, Rev 1:18.,
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{(3) Therefora:
“here is notiin -hilosophy can supply or add to Christ's fulness or to
the Christian's completoness, 218,
There arc no powers that can conquer the Christian, v 15.
There is nothing the law can contribute to the Christian's fullness;
~— hence not to be judged by it, nor is one now under it, 16-17.
Neither visionary angel worship, nor modern revelations can add a thing
to Christ's fulness or to the Christian's completeness, vv 18,19,
Nor is the Christian to submit to ascetic rules (Catholic or Adventist,
ete), for Christ supplies all, 20-23,
BUT - let him scek things above, where Christ is, 3:1-4.

ITT. THE CHURCH - IN THE ETERNAL PURPOSE OF GOD, EPH. 1:15-4:16

In passing from the book of Colossians to the book of Ephesians, one
passes from a cersideration of "the fulness of Christ" to that of "the fulness
of the church,” God in Christ - "Christ, the fulncss of the Godhead," Col.2:9;
Christ in the church - "the church, the fulness »f him that filleth all in all,"n
Hph, 1:22,23.

The eterral purpose of God has been considoraed; alsc it has been shown
that Christ is the swmring up of all the purpose, wicdom and lmowledge of God.

In this section we propocse to show the place of the church in the chernal purpone
of God, and that in it are sumicd up all of God' provisions for men which He
has made in Christ.

1. The church - the fulpnuss of Christ, Eph. 1:15-23

(1) In Christ: every spiritual blessing, 1:3.
Redemption, the forgiveness of sins, 1:7,
5 Sumrming op of all things, 1:10.
‘-' Cod's reritage, 1111, ;
Saints sealed unto the inheritance, 1:13-1J,
(2) Paul's prayer and desirc for the saints: that they may appropriate
these blessings and the power which are et the Christian's disposal,
1:15-20.
(3) But the church is tke fulness of Christ, 1:23,
Therefore, all that God has provided in Christ is enjoyed by these in
Christ, who ere thc church, which is the fulness of Him that filleth
all in all, Zvery provision in Christ, made by God for man, is
realized in the church,

2. The church - the alive with Christ, 2:1-10,

(1) The fermer condition: dead in sins and tropasses, 2:1-3,
(2) But ncw raised up to sit with Fin in hoavenly places, and that by the
power exercised in Him when God rajsed Him, 4..10.

3. The ghurch -~ the body of the reconciled, 2:11--18,

(1) Separated, slienated, and withoud God, 2:11-32 (ples the enmity which
cxisted between them and the Jows),

(2) But now made nigh in Christ, by His blood, 13~15,
One new man: the new creature, 2 Cor. 5:17; neither Jew nor Greek.
The "one body" 1s th2 church, mede up of these new individuals.

(3) Reconciled in M"one body" ~ the church. Christ preached peace to them;
but wher? In the Holy Spirit through the gospel, John 14:18,26;
Acts 26:23; through the apostles, 2 Cor, 5:18-21; through Christians,
Eph. 3:17; Phil. 2:14-15; Rev, 22:17,

Therefore, all the reconciled are those in Christ, in the church; all




L. The church - 2 itcmple of Cod, 2 habitstion for God in the 3pirit, 2:19-22,

(1) Fellow-citizens - here in the kingdom idea - fellow-citizons in the

kingdom, though strangers in the world, 2:19; 1 Pet. 2:11,12, The
kingdom and the church are one:

Church bought with blood, fcts 20:28,
Individuals bought with blood, I Pet. 1:18,19,
The individuals bought with blood are the kingdom, Rev. 5:9,10,
Since the individuals bought with blood constitute tha church =
constitute the kingdom ~ the church and kingdom are the same,
(2) Household of God - the family idea - God's family, His sons and
daughters, 2 Cor. 6+16,17; 1 Tim. 2:15,
(3) & toemple of God - the worship idea - a dwelling place for God in the
Spirit, vv. 20-22; sce 1 Cor. $%9,16-17; 2 Cor, 6:16-18; 1 Cor. 6:19-20,

The various congregations make up the church in the aggregate,

5. Ihe church - in the eternnl rurvose of God, 3:1-13

(1) The revelaticn of hs mystery, vv 1-7,
The myslery: the pizce of the Gentiles in the plan of God

(sez also Gol, 1:27; 2:3-4).

Feliow-helse: Isracl's God is our God; Abraham is our father,
Gal. 3:7,29; Isracl's experience, our example, 1 Cor. 1062 g
their irheritence our inheritance, Heb. 9:15; Acts 20:32; boin
are heirs of the ages, 1 Cor, 3:21-2%,

Fellow-nembers of the body: one body, the church, made up of Jews
and Gentiles ~ now new - Eph. 2:15-17.

Fellow-partakers of the promise: Gods promise to Abraham, Gen. 12:3;
22118,

Its revclation:

Through the apostles and prophets (NT prophects, 4:11) - by the
Holy Spirii, John 14:26; 16:32-14; 1 Pet. 1:10-12; 2 Pet. 3-4.
Hero is the Holy Spirit's work.

This forever answers the absurd claims of Mormonism and all
other modurn revelationists - there is nothing ieft to be
revecled; there is no vacuum to be fillaed.

(2) Paul's special mission, vv 8-10.
Preach to the Gentiles, v 8, Whole plan of the gospel,
To make all men se: - to bring them into fellowship with God through

the gospel, v 9,

Through which unfolding in the church angels werc being instructed,
v 10. Sec¢ again 1 Pet. 1:10-12,

and pow, fulfilled in the church, hence the church was as much a part
of that eternal purpesc of God - the hody of roconeiled and re-
desrod zen - as any other part. This forever answers the claims
and feolishness of pre-millennialists on the church as a substituts
or n aftor-thought,

(1)} Taul's przyor for the church that they faint not, but that they be
strangiiiinid In Christ, vv 14-19,

(2) ¥Unto 1= ©= glory in the church and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever, "
3:20-27. Zirs is Zod's great and ctornal purpose finding its fulfill-

Z=nt 2ot miczlding - glorified in the church,




(1) To be with the apostles as a YComforter," i.e., an aider, succorer
helper. To bc with them in the stead of Christ, 14:16-18,
Comforter: paraklctos: 3., In the widest semse, a helper, succorer,
aider, assistant." —-Thayer. So used of the Holy Spirit who was to
be with the disciples in the stead of Christ.
fmother: alles: UMenother, other." —~Thayer. MAllos expresses 2
numberical difference and denotes another of the same sort." —-W., E,
Vine,
Jesus: "I come unto vou." He came in the person of the Holy Spirit.
(2) To teach thc apostles all things, to guide them into all truth:
14126
16:13,14
At this point He hos borne witness to Jesus: as He guided the apostles
into all truth. This evidence is offered below,
(3) Declare things to come, 16:13,
At this point also tho Spirit has borne witness: all the church knew
then and Lnows now about things to come the Holy Spirit revealed it.
One prophecy is sufficient: Paul's decleration of the apostasy,
2 Thess, 2, Continuzs to be fulfilled.
(L) Convict of sin, righteousncss, judgement, 16:8.
This work He began on Pentecost, through the preaching of the gospel,
the resurrection of Christ, icts 2:37.
(5) Boar witucss of Clrist, 15:26,27.
This witnuss H: has horne:
Lbhiding with thenm as their helper, aider, succorer.
Guiding them into all truth.
Confirming that truth with signs that followed.
Convicting the vorld of sin, righteousncss, judgment.

2. The completsd work of the Holy Spirit in the complete revelation.

(1) He rovenled the mystery, God's purpose in Christ, Eph. 3:3-3;

1 Cors 2ei-dds

(2) He made knovn the groce of God:

The grace hns ppenred, Titus 2:11-14.

The groce has been preached by the 3pirit, 1 Pet. 1:10-12,

That groce hos been written, 1 Pet. 5:12,

(3) The faith h:s been once delivered:

2 Pet, 1:1-2

Jude 3: The faith - the organized body of truth,

Cnce for all - complete, not to be repeated or added to.
Delivered - revealoed, not discovered.
To the saints - the trustees of the faith.

Since tho anostles completed their work, not one line of truth has

beon ~dd.d to thot frith once for all delivered. This is the Spirit’s

tesbimor; to the truthfulness ond omniscience of Jesus.
() ¥an mnde pertaker of the Divine nature.

By the work of the divine power - the Foly Spirit - man is made
partskor of the divine noture, 2 Pebtoer lih.

The divin. vowor gronted the things pertoining to godliness (v. 3)3
throuh these non becomss prrbaker of the divine nature (v, L)
but szek cculd coue only by the Holy Spirit, and did so come, The
tronsfaroetion of simners into the likencss of God, and their
partzking of the divine nature is the Spirit's tostimony to Christ's

Fags
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(5) Men thoroughly furnished unto every good work, 2 Tim. 3:14-~17.
Thoroughly furnished by the scripturces, therefore the scriptures
would heve to be complete. Peter considered Paul's writing as

seripture, hence thot by the N. T. writers now makes man complete,
2 Pet. 3:15, 16.

Since by the Holy Spirit the mystery is revealed, the grace of God is
made knowm, the faith has been once for all delivered, man is made
partaker of the divine nature, and thoroughly furnished wnto cvery good
work, we conclude that all truth is now revealed, complete, and thereby
the Holy Spirit bas borne and bears testimony today to Jesus Christ,
that He is the Son of God.

V. THE CHURCH - ITS UNITY AND GROWTH, L:1-16.

1.

The unifying spirit -~ the temper in which unity is f£o be achicved and
maintained, vv 1-3.

(1) A proper sense of our Christian calling, v 1, This carries one back
to the first three chaptors: God's purpose. Lalled according to
Eis purpose, Rom. 8:28, Heavenly calling, Heb., 3:1; into felloww
ship with Christ, 1 Cor. 1:9. The walk must be worthily of the
calling, and of Cod, 1 Thess., 2:12; and of the gospel of Christ,
Phil, 1:27.

(2) Lowliness and meekness. Lowliness is deep humility; meskncss, that
disposition which readily submits to God, Jas, 1:21; it does riot
avenge iiself. Both arc exemplified in Jesus, Matt., 11:29; ana
commanded of Christians, 1 Pet. 5:5-7.

(3) Longsuffering - that disposition that leads to suppression of anger -
opposad to short temper.

(k) Forbearing. . .love, The spirit in which long~suffering is exercised;
sp of unselfishness, in lowve, 1 Cor, 13:4-7.

(5) Diligencu. .spirit. .peace. Diligence: M"steady application. .
constant care. .duc attention, industry; ossiduity.! Web.

Th> unifying frets ~ the basis upon which unity rests, h-6.

(1) One body — orgenism, orgenization.
(2) One spirit - tke Holy Spirit by which led. Oneness of life.
(3) Onc hope — the hope wrovght in you by your calling: et. life,
(4) One Iord ~ ths Christ, 2round whor 21l revelves. One head,
(5) One faith ~ one belis?, Laving Christ as its cbject; one system
of salwvation, the resuli of cne messnge, Jude 3; Rom, 10:17;
1 Ped, 4:11.
(6) One baptism - the rite, swwe for 2il, by which “dmittod into fellow-
ship with Him, Ga21. 3:26, 27; Rom 6:3-5.
(7) One Gode-.231 - the =uthor of every blessing, Eph, 1:3; object of
worship, ¥ati. L110; John 41:23,2%,
Over 211 - troncendence, sovercignty over all cxpresses suprenm—
acy oi absclute Godhezd and Fatherhood.
Through a1l - expressing irmanence, all-pervading presence,
In a1l - indwelling, cxpressing the constant abode of the one
Cod and Faother in His people, by His spirit, Eph. 2:23,

Ihe unifying gifis - the offices under which unity is £o be achieved
and maintained, yv. 8-12,

(1) The giftss
Apostles and prophcts - provision for the foundation of the church,
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2:19-20; 3:5, The foundation had to be laid only once, hence no
successors in their office. They are still there,
Apostles: Witnesscs, iActs 1:21-22; 2:32-33; 10:39-41.
Signs: Rev. 2:2; 2 Cor. 11:14,15; 12:13.
Three Classes: Christ, Heb. 3:1; of Christ, the twelve;
of the church, 2 Cor, 8:23; Phil, 2:25,
Prophets: mouth, spokesman, Ex. 4:16; 7:1. Inspired teachers.
Associated with the apostles, Eph. R119-23; 3:4,5; 4:11,
Independent of apostles, Acts 11:127-30; 13:1-3;
21:9,107¢.

Evangelists - provision for the extension of the church. To proclaim
the gospel: Philip, Acts 21:8; Timothy, 2 Tim, 4:5. Study the
work of these two men to learn what they do.

Pastors and teachers - provision for the continuation, development,
of the church.

Pastors: elders, bishops, shepherds, icts 20:17,28; 1 Pet, 5:1-5;
Titus 1:5,7, Sce also Heb, 13:17; 1 Thess. 5:12-15,
Teachers:s dinstructors, faithful and able, 2 Tim, 2:2; Jas. 3:1,
(2) The purpose of these ministers:

Perfecting of the saints - maturing,

Work of ministering - spiritual ministry, scrvice,

Building up of the body of Christ, numerically and spiritually.

he The unifying growth - devolopment through which unity is attained, 12-104.

Unity of faith and knowledge of the Son of God; full-grown man; measure
of staturc of fulness of Christ - the possession of a2ll Christ has to
offer, becoming like him, 12,13,

Aim: purpose of such a goal: no longer children, but grown up, complete
and mature, vv. 14-16,

. THE CHRISTIIN ~ HIS CHORACTES AND BEH..VIOUR ;ﬁ CHRIST, EPH. L1173 6:2h;
Col. 3:5; L:18,

=i

1, As set forth in Ephesians, 4:16: 6:23.

(1) The character of the Christian, ka17; 5:21.

a., Putting off the old man, no longer walking as the Gentiles walk,

1-!-21?—32-

b, Walking in love, as an imitator of God, 5:1-14.

c. Walking wisely, redeceming the time, 5:15-21.
(2) The Christian and social relationships, 5:122; 6:9,

a. The Christisn husband and wife, 5:22-33.

b, The Christian parents and children, 6:1-4.

c. Christian slaves and masters (employues and employers), 6:5-9,
(3) The Christian warfere and armour, and Paul's conclusion, 6:10-23.

2, &s set forth in Colossians, 3:5; 4118,

(1) Putting off the old character and putting on the new in Christ,
3:5-17.
a. Negative: put to death, vv. 5-11,
b, Positive: put on, vv, 12-17,

(2) The Christian and social realtionships, 3:18; 4:1.

(3) Exhortations, 4:2-6.

(4} Conclusion and personal remarks, h:7-18,
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THs TWO-FOLD PROMISE TO ABRAEAM AND ITS FULFILLANT

God promised that in the se d of tle woman the head of the serpe:xt should

b~ bruised, Gon. 3:15 The Bible, from that noint, is God's revelation of the
fulfllllng of that nrou

AMeer the floo?, when the world was soing inbo idolatry, God chose sbra-

ham as Jis servent throurh whom the se ¢ should come. This stus ¥ is = considera-
tion of that promis o rs it pertains to the scheme of redemption,

The two-fold uromise, Gen. 12:1~3

1.

D

The nation-lsnd >romisv. Go® would male of Aprahcim 2 [ reab nation snd

zive to that nation the land of Crmr n, vv 1-2, 7.

That in his sv.d 2all tae nations of the earth should be blessed - spiritucl,
Va 5-

I The Fulf;lllﬂ@ of the uction- 1""a nromlsu.

1.

1.3

At i A s S Y ke e

The promis: from Abvah-om to ‘ios»rs =zt Sivai:

(1) The promise Vales the form of a covenint, chroter 15, Consider:
2, The sojourn of 400 yeeors, v.. 13,14.
be The fourth gemerstion, aud condition of the Amorites, v 16,
¢. Tue oxtent of the land to be receivsd, wr 18-20.

(2) The covenent of cirsumeision, as it pertains to the "Flesh” ond the
Tland,® 17:1-14,

(3) The prouis" renewel to Isrrn, 26:

éé) The promise renewed to Jacob, 28:3-4, 13-14,

5% The descent into £ yphb, where the tribes develops’ imto a nabion.

The oing out of & .ypt, the “fourth genefktlonu Levi ~ Koheth = Amrem =~

Moses and % ron, &%, 6:16.20.

(7) To Simai, where God made a covenant with them, as » nation, ix. 19:
4,53 20:1-17; 34327,28.

The covenant -t Moab, "besides the covenant made st Horeb," Usut, 28-20.

(1) The "blessing®” and ths “curse®; .chap. 283,

(2; dtady cerefully Deut 208:1-30:10, The promisz to &hrohem had been "un-
conditional,” the actual receiving of the land wes due to the promise

na's to Aorrhan bug the retos iniug of it was conditional - "IfY - L0:1-10,
(3) Wyen they should return unto Jehovsh, under the law, God would brlnw

them b ek to the ‘aﬂg vv 8=10; see also Deut 8:18-19,
(4) The 'if" conditions ropeatoed, Jer. 18:1-10; bub the people shovld bs
broken, Jer. l=:1-35,

The inheriting of the land;

(1) Under Joshue Yod zave them 2il the land He had promised their Pathers
21143-45; 25:15-16.

() Solomon reijned ovar all of it, 1 hings 4:dl; God had Fulfilled His
promise, lich., ¢:7,8.

(3) At the death of Sclomon, 925 B.(., the nation was dividies inbo the
north: Isracsl, and the souths: Judoh, 1 Xings 12.

(2) Israel continus? a seperahe nebtion till 721, when they wore carriad
awry inko Assyriesn ueD*4viuy, nd Judrh continuad ©ill 586, when they
were grrried avay into Ba“VlOLlaﬂ ¢ wtivity - the curse d;d corie , lieh,
1:8‘-10.

prornige comearaing the s lveticn of a “remnant™s

To be geved, Isa 1:9; 10:20-243 11:11.

1d b2 in P.b lonien servitud: 70 yerrs, Jere 28:8-~12; 29110~
6:17-%5,
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(3) & rommant did return, the first group under Zerubbabel and Joshua the
hivh priest, in 036; another group under Hzro the scribs, 468. So: Ezre
1; 9:18-15; Heh. 1:3-11 (cf. Deut 50:8-10); Has, #i 1:13,14; 2:3,

Conclusion: God's promise to J*b]ruham aoacerning the nation wnd land has been
fulfil»d, He has #lso fullille” His promise o the nation in giving them the

le

nd ~ud in bringing back the remnant to posssss it alfber tle captivity. God

has nothing mofe for the Jews axcept in bhr_.w throuzh the zospel.

url

II. The mru,/P comise and its Fulfilment

L. The promlse frcm A‘}rmia;" Lo Juﬂ.;}'r
- .
(l) The p'omiso of @en 3:15 now to come through Ayrehem, Gen 12:3. It
should include "a2ll families,"” .11 nations,™ 12:Z; 272:18.
(2% Rznewe” to Isa o, 26i4.
(3) Renewe? to Judnh, asg the particular tribz of Israsl, 49:10.
2. The Promise from David to “hrish:
(1) The femily of Dovid selesta’, of the tribe of Jideh, 2 Sem 7:11-14,
This passag? is wvery import-at, study it cgrefully. Hote:
&, God would weke Dgvid a house - not meterisl, bub ohysicel, of his
dzsgendents,
b. When David should slesp with his fathersg;
¢. God would, of his s2cd, sot one upon his (Bavid's) thronc;
d. The fthrove of the kinglow would be established for ever (v 10).
o« That this referved to Yhrist there con be no dovbt, of. v 14, Heb 1:5,
4., 3e0 also Psrlim 891 18-37,
(8) The s2cd in prophecys
2. Should b: borm of a virgin, Ter 7:ld.
be. & “son,’ throne, kingiom, Ist £:6=7. (note, "-overnment on shoulder)
c. The "kov oi‘ Da.id" shonld be on his ghoulder, Lsa Ansda, of . Revw 3:7.
#, The ener cier of the king, of the subjects, and the kirg om, com-
poszd ;”' a "re:mzz_;rc," thig iz the spirituel remmenc, Les 11:1-13%;
Cf, Homeds 18:12; 11:5,
3. The promise fulfills i gasuas prids
(1) The rrocmise of Sz angsl, fule 1:28-33.
(3; Peter's sarmon on Fgmiceo t, were he clcins for 01-1-131; wha't Nethen
ha? vromise Devid, kets 2347-27 (0%, 2 3-m T:11-1d}.
{3) The throoe of Devid wes th: throme of Jahev h, 1 Xings 2:12; 1 Chron.
29123, upon which Jkrisi now sits, Hdev. 5::1.
{4) E’aul’s ¢l-im for tas fu1Pilyce rouise, =md ciscussion of the relation
of the law to Thz mtlcom a=l wezises of Go, Gol. 3:6-28,
Conclusion: The promise of the "s: - zn® an® “seed of Abreghen®

Tas peen rulfilliazd, In Jesus

m
ulfillied the chings promised

in the law, the »rorhets aid the Ps lms. There is nothing wore for man be-
yound wheat God has now provided in Cyrist.
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VARIOUS JLélLILTS OF THE SCHELS OF REDIIPTION

——

L. THE PLACE OF BLOGD Iif TF® SCH.L OF 04 REDSLICTION

1. Blood in tihc 0ld Tovonant

(1) Blood not to be ccten, Gon. 9:4; Love. 31173 7:26,27 (17:10-16); Deut.
12:16,23,

(2) Blood of the covensut s
fe. The coventnt God made with Lbhrel €r1, Gene 15:8-11,18,
b. Covonent of cireumeision, Gon. 1731-14
ce+ Blood of the covenont “‘mde with -Lsrficl Ex. 24:1-8; Heb. 2:18-.22,

(3) Blood for stoncuont of souls, Lev. 17:10-16; sunusl atonement, Lev. 16:
1-2%. Cf. Hehe 3:5,

(£) Sin offerings: the blood whs poured at the base of the albor, ix, 29:12,16;
Lo “1"[:101_15, chaps 1, 3, 4, ste,

(8} it tho consceration of the pricsts, blood of consceration, Bx. 29:19-21;
love 8124,

2« Blood in the ilew Covenars

(L) Blood not to be catun, sebs 15:19-20, 28-29,
{2} Blood of %ie necw covonanks:
fe Liobt. 25 283 IHari 14:24; Luke 232:20; 1 Cor. 11:25-27,
b. Heb, 8:6-13; chep, 9.
ce Hoba 10:19-23; 1 Pobt,. 1:2; Hob. 9:14: 12:24; 13:20-21.
(3 ) ml vtion of Dlood to the se“fed
. Gr ace, “M.,h, prupiction thr ough blood, Rom. :21-28.
b. Jus ified by blood, Rouw. 5:8.
c» Redevwed by blood, aph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:16,19; Rev. 5:9-10,
: d. uade nigh by, f&sh, 2:13.
o 2 Pocco through, Gol, 1:20.
f. Scnetificd by, Heb, 13:11-17.
g Woashed in, Rove 1:5; 7:14,
he Lept clewn by wulking thercin, 1 Jobm 1:7.

3. Boptism and the blood of Christ

(1) The blood was shed for romiscion of sins, linbt. 26:28.

But we are baptized for romission of sins, scts 2:38.

Hence, baptism brings one te tin bYleood where rerission is obtained.
(2) The blood of Cirist wes shed in His death, iwbb. 26:28.

Boptism is into the desti of Cirist, Hom. §:3-7.
Thercfore the bloed is roached vhen one rz:ches tho decth of Christ, which
is 1n bopbisi,
(8) The hoart is sprinkls’ from an ¢vil comscicnce wacn £he body is washed
whith pwre vater, Hibe 10:19-52.
But tho corseiencee is cle:msed by tlo bloed, Heb. 9:11-14.
Honce whon ba';+iffe;‘, aphe 5:26.
Beptisn iz Miato \-r’ar"“t T Gale £:20=79,
But it is into the Mome bou:',' 1 Cor, 12:12,13,
Therefore, thet ihich puts ono into Christ where is sulvition, puts him
into the ons body,” which is the church, the bedy of the blood-scwved.

Pt
I
e

T, THES SmC0HD COLL.G OF CHRIST, flD IS COUSULIATION OF T SCHEE OF RID& PTICH
1. Cnercctoristice of Lis comings
. (1) It i- nocossary for the consumation of the schome of redempbion crd the
' purpose of God, Hyb. 9:27,28; Phil, 3:220-21; 1 John 3:1-3.

(2) It"is sure ~ as surc as tic word of God - ficts 17:30-31; 1:9-11; 1 Thescz.
4:17-18; 2 Thosz. Lli5-10; Hove 1:7.
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(3) The time of the coming is completely unknovm to man, resorved within +the
cuthority of God, linrk 15:32; liets. £%:27,56-44; 25:13; Acts 1:17. To set a
time, or declarc it as immincnt, is pure sp coculation,

(4) The manner = with or on the clouts of heaven, hets 1:8-11; 1 Thoss. 4:16-
18; 2 Thesse 1:6-20; Reve 1:7, Ho d3d not coms in 1914,

2s Things to be accomplished ot His coming

(1) The rosurrcetion of the dead - all the dead = Jakn 5:28-29: the lost dey .
John 8:40,42,54: Rew, Z20112,13; lust trump, 1 Cor. 15:51; those afflictoed
cnd those afilieting, 2 Thess, 1:5-10.

(2) The judgrment of 11 men, Hebtt, 25331-46; Rov. 20:11-15,

(3) Glorificction of the salnts, Col. S:4; 1 John 3:7; bodies chonpoed, Phil,
3t20-21; 1 Cor. 15351-52,

(4) Punishmont of the wickoed, 2 Thosse 1:7-8; Rove 1:7.

(5) Passing of the present order, and tlo ushering in of o now heaven and o
hew earth, Z Pobt, 3:4-13; Rov, 22:17.

(6} The kingdom shall bo daliverad up to the Fither, 1 Cor. 15:20-28.

II1. THE JUDGLISHT AND ETHRTAL DESTIOY OF BN

oy

1, The judzment and the Fudoo

(1) The Juvdges Jesus Uprist, imbo whose hiud God has committed a1l Judgment,
John 5:2%,27; fets 10:42.43; 17:30-81; 2 Tim. 4:1. He is Sox oi' men end Son
of God, hence, compotent to judge men from Godts point of viow,

(2) The judged: «ll men of «ll szos, graat ond swmali, Rov, 20:11-15; JIott,
£5:31-46, Houne oxcuscd, 2 lor. 5:;10: Rom. 14:10-12,

(8) Tho stindard of judgment: the werd of God, "books,® Rev. 20:12. Tho Jows
who lived under The law to ba judgoed by tixe lew, Rom. 2:12; all since Chriss
arce to be judged by the gospel, Rom. 2:16; John 12:48,

(1) The oternal dwelling plece of God, ilabt. 51316; 12:50; EKove 3:12.

(2) From theneoe the Son descendoed, dohn 3:13,21; 5:28,42; 7:29, Thither He
agcended, febs 1:9-11; H.obe 4314 9324, Trherc He snt dow on tho right heond
of God, Isb. 8:1; where Ez now is, 1 Pot. 3:27,

3) From thonce came tle Ioly Spirit on Pontscost, Lots 2:3Z; 1 Pote 1:12,

4 -

;) Ip is the cbode of the sngels, labtt. 18:10; F
Thess. 4:16; Phils 3:20fF.

g
5) From thence Christ will desecond ot His roburn, 1 :

6) It is to be the cbornal dwelling place of the scinks in glory, 2 vor. 5:1.
7) It is to be ot home wih God, glorifacd, Rov, 21,22,

(1) Thre: words should e stuliod:
ce Sheol, Hobrow, on@iiveilsut of Hedus, Grock. "The uascon world, the
stute of the dead™ (I. S. B, T.J.  The word is uscd of thv obode of
the dead, with ro idee of counscionousness or of sufforing.
be Hedes, Greok, soae meenirg as Sneol, sce Psalm 16:10; Lots 2127,51,
5 bue judgment death ond Hedos ors cast imto tho lake of fire, Rev.
20:1‘::.
¢e Gohonma, found twelve times in tiz N.T., clovin times used by Jesus.
It i1s universully tronslet.d "hell® in the Am. Std. V. of the Bible,
Its reforence is to ttornel punisheent, Matt. 18:8,9; lierk 9:47,48.
{2) The nature of the etermeal punisisment inm holls
ae Brornol fire: a loke, Rgve 18:20; 20:14-15; 21:8; o furnnce, iiatt. 13:
42,905 unquonchable, dark 9:438, 47-48; cvorloasting, linkt, 25341; pro-
pared for the dovil tnd his angels, fictt. 25:41.
be Outer davkncsa, wbt. 2.:13; 25:30.
c. fnguish cnd tribulction, Reom. 2:8,9; sorer thon death without morey,
E,De 1C:28,29; torment deoy and night forcver, Mabt. £:28-29; Lov. 20:10



