
 

THE TWO DEBTORS 

Luke 7: 36 - 50 INTRODUCTION: 1.  Jesus had been invited into the home of Simon the Pharisee, to eat with him -- Lk. 7:36 2.  When Jesus was seated at meat in the Pharisee's house:  (1)  A sinful woman came in and stood behind Jesus, having brought an alabaster cruse of ointment -- Lk. 7:           37 - 38  (2)  Weeping, she washed His feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head, and anointed           them with the ointment -- Lk. 7:38 3.  Jesus gave the parable of the two debtors in answer  to the thoughts of the Pharisee who said within himself that if Jesus were a prophet He would know what manner of woman it was that touched him -- Lk. 7: 39 - 40  I.  THE PARABLE STATED  1.  Jesus said to Simon the Pharisee, "There was a certain creditor who had two debtors" 

  (1)  One owed five hundred pence (About $75.00)   (2)  The other owed fifty pence (About $7.50)   (3)  Both were unable to pay.   (4)  Both were forgiven -- Lk. 7:42  2.  Jesus asked Simon which one loved most.   (1)  Simon  answered, "He, I suppose, to whom he forgave the most" -- Lk. 7: 42, 43   (2)  Jesus said, "Thou hast rightly judged" -- Lk. 7: 43  3.  Jesus contrasted the courtesy that Simon showed Him with the courtesy that the woman showed Him.   (1)  Simon gave Jesus no water to wash His feet -- The woman washed His feet with tears and wiped         them with her hair.    1.  She laid her glory at his feet -- I Cor. 11:15   (2)  Simon did not kiss Jesus, which was the eastern custom of greeting -- Rom. 16:16 -- The woman            kissed His feet.   (3)  Simon did not anoint His head with oil -- The woman anointed His feet with ointment.  4.  Jesus said, "Her sins, which are many, are forgiven" --Luke 7:47 II.  THE PURPOSE OF THE PARABLE:  1.  To put the right construction on the behavior of the woman.  2.  To show Simon, according to his own reasoning, that he only loved the Lord a little -- Lk. 7:47  3.  To point up to the attitude of the two debtors toward the lender who forgave both of them.   



 4.  To defend His own conduct in accepting the courtesy   (1)  He showed that He knew the conduct of the woman -- Lk. 7: 47 - 48; 7:50   (2)  He showed that He knew the thoughts of Simon --  Lk. 7:39 III.  TH APPLICATION OF THE PARABLE:  1.  Man has sinned -- Gen. 3; Rom. 3:23, 9 - 10  2.  Man is not able to pay for his sins -- all are saved by grace -- Eph. 2:8; Tit. 2: 11 -12  3.  Man is still loved of God, and God is willing to forgive, though man has transgressed -- II Pet. 3:9; I Tim.           2:4   (1)  God gave His Son for us -- John 3:16   (2)  Christ gave His life for us --  Eph. 5:25  4.  Man is forgiven of God, but not unconditionally -- Heb. 5:9; Rom. 6: 17 - 18; Eph. 2:8 IV.  THE LOVE WHICH WE HAVE IS IN PROPORTION TO OUR GRATITUDE  1.  It had not dawned upon Simon that he was such a sinner, therefore he did not feel obligated to extend         the common courtesy.  2.  It is easy to love those who love and forgive us.   (1)  We love our  father and mother because they love and forgive us.   (2)  Husband and wife grow closer together as they work together and forgive each other -- Tit. 2:4  3.  It should be easy for us to love God, for He loves and forgives us.   (1)  If we love God we will obey Him -- John 14:15; 14:21; Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38   (2)  If we love God we will be willing to make a sacrifice for His cause -- Rom. 12: 1 - 2; I Cor. 16:1 - 2  4.  It is often the case that those converted from denominational churches are more zealous than those          reared in the church.   (1)  They realize the condition they were once in by being members of unscriptural churches --           Matt. 15:9; II John 9 - 11   (2)  They realize they have been forgiven much, therefore they love much -- Lk. 7:47  5.  It was the faith and love of the sinful woman that brought about her actions, and it is our faith, love and         gratitude that will lead us to do much for Christ and His church -- Lk. 7:47; Rom. 1: 14 - 15  Donald Townsley (Underwood Hts. 1976; Hebron Lane 1988)   


