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UNITED KINGDOM I 

CHARACTERS IN THE UNITED KINGDOM I 

(As you see, there were many characters in this period of history.  Refer back here when you want to understand who someone is.) 

Abiathar -   The fourth High priest to descend from Eli, he was the son of Ahimelech the High Priest, and he 

served along  with Zadok the priest (I Chron. 15:11).  In I Sam. 22 he told David that Saul had killed Jehovah’s 

priests.   

Abigail – The wife of Nabal.  After Nabal died, she became the wife of David. 

Abinadad – The ark of the Covenant was at his house.  His sons drove the cart that carried it. 

Abishai -  The nephew of David.  He was the son of David’s sister, Zeruiah, a brother of Joab, and devoted mighty 

man to David.   

Abner – The captain of Saul’s army and a cousin to Saul (I Sam. 14:51; I Chron. 9:36) 

Achish – King of Gath. He was a Philistine.   David fled to him twice (I Sam. 21; 27).   

Ahijah – A Priest of Jehovah. 

Ahimelech – A Priest of Jehovah.  He served along with the priest Zadok. 

Ahinoam – David’s wife from Jezreel.  It seems he took her for a wife close to the same time period he took 

Abigail for a wife (I Sam. 25: 42, 43).  She and David had a son named Absalom. 

Ahio – A son of Abinadab.  He helped his brother Uzzah drive the cart carrying the ark of the covenant. 

Amalekites -- A nomadic tribe (this means they traveled around without a permanent home) that was an 

enemy of Israel.  They dwelt south of Judah.  King Saul did not follow Jehovah’s commandment to 

destroy them as a nation (I Sam. 15).  King David completed their destruction (I Sam. 30.) 

Ammonites – Enemies of God’s people who descended from Lot.  Nahash was their king. 

Bathsheba – The woman David lusted after from his rooftop while she was still married to Uriah the Hittite.  

David married her.  She was also the mother of Solomon. 

Benaiah—A mighty man of David’s who struck down two heroes of the Moabites who were enemies of Israel, 

and he also killed a lion in a pit on a day when snow had fallen. He was over David’s bodyguard – the Cherethites 

and Pelethites. 

Baanah – A captain in Ishbosheth’s army. He served with another captain, Rechab. Both of them killed 

Ishbosheth. 

Cherethites and Pelethites – David’s mighty men who guarded him. 

Doeg --  An Edomite and a herdsman for Saul.  He overheard what David and Ahimelech discussed,        

 repeating it to Saul.    

Eleazar-- A mighty man of David’s who defended a plot of ground planted with barley from the Philistines.      

Gad – The prophet who told David to leave his stronghold and go to Judah.                     

Goliath – A Philistine giant who threatened Israel, and whom David killed. 

Hadarezer – The king of Zobah.  David defeated him taking his chariots and horsemen. 
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Hadoram -  The son of Tou king of Hamath. 

Hanun -  The son of Nahash, king of the Ammonites. 

Heman, Asaph, and Ethan -  Three Levites who led Israel in singing and music. 

Hiram, king of Tyre – He built David a palace.  

Ishbosheth – The surviving son of Saul after Saul and Jonathan were killed in battle.  He ruled over Israel while 

David ruled over Hebron.  His name means “man of shame”. 

Israel; children of Israel – God’s people who descended from Abraham.   

Jashobeam – A mighty man of David who killed 300 men at one time with his sword. 

Jehovah – The unchanging and eternal God; the I AM; the only true God. 

Jebusites – A Canaanite tribe who lived in and controlled the city of Jerusalem.  David conquered the Jebusites 

in Jerusalem and took the city away from this tribe. 

Jehoshaphat -  Chief record keeper, or historian, for David. 

Joab -  A nephew of David.  His mother Zeruiah was the sister of David.  He was also commander of David’s 

army.  He killed Abner, Amasa, and Absalom, David’s son. 

Jonathan – The son of King Saul and beloved friend of David. 

Kenites – A tribe of people formerly called Midianites; descendants of Moses’ father-in-law who lived inside 

the region of Judah. 

Kish - The father of Saul. 

Medium (or witch) of Endor -  Saul went to her to bring up the spirit of dead Samuel before his battle with 

the Philistines. 

Mephibosheth – The son of Jonathan.  He was crippled in his feet. 

Merab – Saul’s oldest daughter.  Saul promised her to David, but later gave her to Adriel instead. 

Michal – The daughter of Saul who married David.  She loved David, and helped save him from Saul.  At some 

time she was married to Phaltiel of Gallim  (I Sam. 25:44; 2 Sam. 3:15) and was in the household of Saul 

in Ishbosheth’s kingdom after Saul’s death.   

Nahash – An Ammonite king and enemy who brought his army to fight against Israel and surrounded Jabesh 

Gilead. 

Nathan -  A prophet of Jehovah. 

Philistines – Enemies of Israel.  An uncircumcised people who continued to fight against Israel     throughout 

their history.  They lived in the land between Judea and Egypt (Ex. 13:7; Josh. 13:3) called Philistia.  They 

worshipped Babylonian idols.   

Rechab – A captain of Ishbosheth’s army.  He served with another captain,  Baanah.  Both of them killed 

Ishbosheth. 
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Rizpah - A concubine of Saul.  Saul’s son Ishbosheth accused Abner of committing fornication with her.  Later, 

she kept the birds and beasts from the bodies of her dead sons and kin of Saul (2 Sam. 21:8 – 11). 

Samuel – Prophet and Judge of Israel. 

Saul – The son of Kish who was chosen by God to be the first anointed king of Israel.  Saul was from      the tribe 

of Benjamin. 

Shavsha -  David’s scribe. 

Toi (or Tou) -  The king of Hamath. 

Uriah -  A Hittite man who was married to Bathsheba.  He was one of David’s mighty men (I Chron. 11:41; 2 

Sam. 23:19.  David conspired to have him killed in battle so that he could have his wife Bathsheba. 

Uzzah – A son of Abinadab. He drove the cart with the Ark of the Covenant on it, and touched the Ark.  Jehovah 

killed him for this sin. 

Zadok – A priest of Jehovah who served along with Ahimelech the priest. 

Ziba -  The servant of Saul who became the servant of Saul’s grandson, Mephibosheth. 

Ziphites – People who lived in the hill country of Judah in the wilderness of Ziph.  They sought to betray David 

to Saul.   
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON ONE 

Lesson Text:  I Samuel 8 

 

VOCABULARY: 

Bribes: Gifts or rewards received to persuade someone to act in one’s favor.  Bribes are usually an illegal 

means of receiving money or gifts. 

Reject: To despise or cast away; refuse or spurn. 

King:  A male ruler over a major territory.  He would hold the preeminent, chief, or supreme, position 

over a territory. 

 

 

 

Introduction: 

Before Israel had a physical king, she had Judges to rule over her.  During the period of the Judges Israel 

would forsake God.  God would allow another nation to oppress Israel because of her sin, and then Israel 

would repent.  God would forgive them and deliver them when they repented.  They would have a period 

of peace and then repeat this same pattern over and over.  Each time that Israel repented God would 

raise up a Judge to deliver them.  God was their King.  He was the One they were look to for deliverance 

and blessings.  God was their supreme ruler.  They needed no other. 

However, men are not always happy with what God wants, and men tend to want their own way instead 

of what God wants.  During this quarter we will see the mistakes Israel makes when she wants her way, 

not God’s way. 

 

 

During the time that God ruled His people with Judges, the children of Israel became unhappy with 

God’s arrangement.  Samuel was a prophet and a judge of Israel who served God many years.  Samuel 

had made his sons to be judges, but they were wicked men.  They were men who took bribes from 

the people.  They made judgments that were wrong or perverted.  One day the people came to Samuel 

and said, “You are old, and your sons don’t walk in your ways.  Now, we want a king to judge us like 

all the other nations.”   
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This request for a king by God’s people was wrong.  The request displeased Samuel and he prayed to 

the Lord about it.  He knew that God was Israel’s king and they needed no other – certainly not an 

earthly king like the children of Israel wanted. 

When Samuel prayed to the Lord about the people’s request for a king, the Lord said, “Do what the 

people say.  The people have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from reigning over them.  

They have forsaken Me since the day I brought them out of Egypt, and they have served other gods.  

Do what they ask, but show them what will happen to them when a king reigns over them.” 

So, Samuel warned the people.  He told them, “This is what a King will do.  He will take your sons to 

work for him.  They will be his soldiers, they’ll run before his chariots, they’ll reap his harvest, and 

make his weapons for war.  He’ll take your daughters to be the makers of perfumes, and cooks and 

bakers for himself.  He’ll take your fields, your vineyards and your olive orchards and give them to 

his servants.  He’ll take a tenth of your seed and vineyards and give them to his servants.  He’ll take 

your male and female servants, your best young men and your donkeys and use them for his work.  

He will take a tenth of your sheep and you will be his servants.  The day will come when you will cry 

out because of the king you have chosen for yourselves, but the Lord will not hear you on that day.” 

The children of Israel would not listen to the prophet Samuel.  They said, “NO!  We will have a king 

over us!  Then we’ll be like the other nations and our king will judge us.  He will go out before us and 

he will fight our battles.” 

Samuel heard everything that the people said to him, and he repeated everything he heard to Jehovah.   

Jehovah God said to Samuel, “Hearken to what they say and make them a king.” 

Samuel then told the men of Israel, “Everyone go back to your city.” 

 

THINK ABOUT IT:   

There are many lessons to learn from I Samuel 8.  When God’s leaders do not follow Him as they should, 

that is not the time to follow one’s own way.  But this is what Israel did.  Samuel’s sons were wicked and 

did not follow God.  This was not a good reason for Israel to have a king rule over them. 

Wanting a physical king was a rejection of their spiritual King – Jehovah God.  God had been with them 

and taken care of them. 

Israel wanted to be like all the nations around them.  This is something Moses had warned them would 

happen in Deut. 17:12 – 15.  God knew that they would want to do this. 

Can we be like Israel?  YES!!  When we decide that we want to be like the people around us, instead of 

being what God wants us to be, we can be like Israel of old, and then God will not be pleased with us 

either!! 
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QUESTIONS 

1.  Was Samuel young or old when he chose his sons to be judges over Israel?  (I Sam. 8:1)  _____________. 

2.  What were Samuel’s son’s names? 8:2 ____________________________________________________________________ 

3.  Where were his sons judges?  8:2  _________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Why did Israel want a king? 8:5  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  When Israel asked for a king, what was the first thing Samuel did? 8:6  ________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.  Who had Israel rejected in wanting a king?  8:7__________________________________________________________ 

7.  In your own words, how would the lives of the children of Israel change by having a king?  ___________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8.  What would God’s reaction be to the people who rejected Him, and then decided they did not want            

the king they had chosen?  8:18  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9.  What did the people refuse to do?  8:19  __________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10.  THOUGHT QUESTION:  Who had been fighting Israel’s battles up until this point in time?  __________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11.  Why did God want His nation to be different from the nations around them?  Deut. 26: 18 – 19; Deut.         

28:1  

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MEMORY WORK 

 

Psa. 32:10  Many are the sorrows of the wicked,  

but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD. 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON TWO 

Lesson Text:  I Samuel 9 – 10 

 

VOCABULARY: 

Seer – One who sees or has vision; a prophet. 

Maidens – Young women or girls. 

High Place –  A hill or high place where sacrifices would be made. 

Anoint – To pour oil over, or to rub with oil.  A man who was to be king would be anointed.  This means 

he was set apart to be in a special office of king.  Prophets and priests were also anointed. 

Jehovah – A name for GOD – the eternal living one; the “I AM”. 

Commune – To speak with confidentially. 

 

In the tribe of Benjamin lived a man named Kish.  Kish had a son named Saul.  Saul was a good young 

man, handsome, and he was very tall – taller than any of the people in his tribe.    

One day the donkeys of Kish had wandered off and were lost, so Kish said to Saul, “Get up, take one 

of the servants, and go look for the donkeys.” 

Saul and his servants went through the hill country of Ephraim in search of the donkeys, but they did 

not find them.  They also went through the land of Shaalim and of the Benjamites, but still did not 

find them.  When they came to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant, “Come, let’s go back home 

or my father will give up being concerned about the donkeys and be concerned for us.” 

The servant said, “Look, there is a man in this city who is a man of God.  This man is honored and 

everything he says comes true.  Let’s go there now and perhaps he can tell us the way we should go.” 

Saul said to his servant, “But if we go to the man, what can we take him?  Our bread is gone and there 

is not a gift to take to the man of God.  What do we have?” 

The servant replied, “Look, I have the fourth part of a shekel of silver.  I will give it to the man of God 

and he will tell us our way.” 

(In former times in Israel a man who would inquire of God would say, “Come let’s go to the seer; because 

the one now called a prophet used to be called a seer.) 

Saul said, “Well said.  Come, let’s go.”  So they went to the city where the man of God was.   

As they went up the hill to the city they met some young maidens who were going to draw water.  

They said to the maidens, “Is the seer here?” 
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The maidens said, “He is just ahead of you.  Hurry, he came to the city today because the people have 

a sacrifice on the high place today.” 

Now, the day before Saul came, Jehovah had revealed some things to Samuel the prophet.  Jehovah 

said, “Tomorrow I will send you a young man from the tribe of Benjamin.  You are to anoint him to 

be ruler over my people Israel, and he will save My people out of the hands of the Philistines.  I have 

looked upon My people, and I have heard them cry out to Me.” 

When Samuel saw Saul, Jehovah said to him, “Look!  This is the man I spoke to you about.  This man 

shall reign over My people.” 

Saul came close to Samuel at the gate of the city and said, “Please tell me, where is the house of the 

seer?” 

Samuel answered him, “I am the seer.  Go up before me to the high place because you will eat with 

me today.  In the morning I will let you go, and I will tell you all that is in your heart.  As for the 

donkeys that were lost three days ago, give no thought for them because they were found.  And on 

whom is all that is desirable in Israel?  Is it not for you and for your father’s house?” 

Saul replied, “Am I not a Benjamite, the smallest  tribe in Israel?  My family is the least family in the 

tribe of Benjamin.  Why do you speak to me in this way?” 

Then Samuel took Saul and his servant into a guest room and made them sit in the chief place among 

all the thirty guests who had come.  Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the portion I gave to you to set 

aside.” 

The cook brought a thigh he had cooked and set it before Saul.  Samuel said, “Look, this is the part 

that has been kept for you.  Eat it.  This was kept for you until the right time and guests were invited.”  

So, Saul ate with Samuel that day.  As they came down from the high place Samuel communed with 

Saul on the housetop.   

Early the next morning Samuel called up to Saul on the rooftop and said, “Get up so that I can send 

you on your way.” 

Saul got up and both of them went outside together.  As they were coming to the outer edge of the 

city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell your servant to go on before us and stand still a while so I can show 

you the word of God.”  So, the servant went on. 

Then Samuel took a vial of oil and poured it upon Saul’s head.  He kissed Saul and said, “Is it not 

Jehovah who has anointed you to be prince over His people Israel?  When you leave me today you 

will find two men by Rachel’s tomb in the border of Benjamin.  They will say to you, “The donkeys 

you went to look for have been found, and now your father no longer cares for the donkeys, but is 

anxious about you and says, ‘What shall I do for my son?’” 

“You are to leave there and go to the oak of Tabor.  There you will meet three men who are going up 

to God at Bethel.  One will be carrying three goats, another carrying three loaves of bread, and another 

carrying a bottle of wine.  They will greet you and give you two loaves of bread, and you will take 

them.  After that you will come to the hill of God where there is an armed force of Philistines.  When 

you come to the city you will meet a group of prophets coming down from the high place with 
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instruments of music, and they will be prophesying.  The Spirit of Jehovah will come upon you and 

you will prophesy with them, and you will be changed into another man.” 

“When these signs come upon you, do what your hand finds to do because God is with you.  You are 

to go before me to Gilgal, and I will come to you to offer burnt offerings, and sacrifice peace offerings.  

You will stay there seven days until I come to you and show you what to do.” 

And it happened that when Saul turned to leave Samuel, God gave him another heart.  Everything that 

Samuel said would happen, happened.   

When Saul and his servant came to the hill a group of prophets met him.  The Spirit of God came upon 

Saul and he prophesied before the prophets.    When all the ones who had known Saul previously saw 

him prophesy, they said to each other, “What is this that has happened to the son of Kish?  Is Saul also 

among the prophets?” 

When Saul was through prophesying he came to the high place.  Saul’s uncle said to him and his 

servant, “Where did you go?” 

Saul said, “To look for the donkeys.  When we saw they could not be found, we went to Samuel.” 

Saul’s uncle said to him, “Please tell me what Samuel said to you.” 

Saul replied, “Samuel told us plainly that he donkeys had been found.”  But Saul did not tell his uncle 

the matter of the kingdom that Samuel had told him about. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Samuel called all the children of Israel together unto Jehovah at Mizpah.  He said, “Jehovah, the God 

of Israel says, ‘I brought you out of Egypt and delivered you from the Egyptians, and out of the hand 

of all kingdoms that oppressed you.  But, today you rejected your God who saves you from all your 

troubles and enemies.  You told God, “Set a king over us.” – Now, present yourselves before the LORD 

by your tribes, and by your thousands.” 

When all the tribes came near, the tribe of Benjamin was taken.  Samuel had all the tribe of Benjamin 

come near by their families.  The family of Matrites was taken, and Saul was taken, but when they 

began to look for Saul they could not find him. 

They began to ask the Lord, “Is there a man still to come?” 

Jehovah answered, “Saul has hidden himself among the baggage.” 

They ran and took him from the baggage, and when he came and stood among the people he was 

taller than any of the people from his shoulders up.  Samuel said, “See him whom Jehovah has chosen?  

There is none like him among all the people.” 

The people began to shout and say, “Long live the king!” 

Samuel told the people the laws of the kingdom and wrote them down in a book, and laid it up before 

Jehovah.  He sent the people to their own homes.  Saul also went home to Gibeah, and a band of men 

whose hearts God had touched. 

But, there were certain worthless fellows in Israel who began to say, “How shall this man save us?”  

They despised him and brought him no offering, but Saul did not say anything. 
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PAY ATTENTION!  Notice the kind of young man Saul is.  The Bible says he was good.  He sought advice 

from Samuel the man of God.  He is humble when he is told he is to be king, and he does not seek to put 

himself forward when it is time for him to be chosen from among the tribes.  Notice all of this, because 

as time passes, and Saul becomes king, he will become a very different man from who he is at this point 

in time.  Saul starts out as a man in whom God is pleased with. 

 

 

MEMORY WORK 

Psa. 32:10  Many are the sorrows of the wicked,  

but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD. 

 

 

MAP WORK:  Tribe of Benjamin; Ephraim; Shalaam; Mizpah; Gilgal 

 

QUESTIONS 

1.  What was unique about Saul’s physical appearance? (I Sam. 9:2, 23)  ________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Was Saul concerned that his father would be worried about him when he couldn’t find the  

 donkeys? (I Sam. 9:5)_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  Did Saul think going to enquire of the man of God a good idea? (I Sam. 9:10)  _______________________ 

4.  Who revealed to Samuel that Saul would be anointed and save God’s people?  (I Sam. 9: 15 -16)   

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  Who did Israel need to be saved from?  (I Sam. 9:16)  __________________________________________________ 

6.  Was Saul excited to learn that he would be king?  __________________________  Explain:  _________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7.  What came upon Saul so that he could prophesy? (I Sam. 10:10)  _____________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8.  Did the people see a change in Saul after this?  (I Sam. 10:11)  ________________________________________ 

9.  Whom did Samuel say had chosen Saul?  (I Sam.10:24)  _______________________________________________ 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON THREE 

Lesson Text:  I Samuel 11 – 12 

 

VOCABULARY: 

Elders – The older, wiser men of Israel. 

Behold – See. 

Defraud – To deceive; to do wrong or violence to. 

Oppress – To discourage or crush one’s spirit. 

Bribe – To take a gift or favor to cause a person to do contrary to what he knows is truth. 

Witness – To see or know a thing by one’s personal presence. 

Rebel – To be disobedient to. 

 

 

In this lesson Israel’s enemies, the Ammonites, attack the city of Jabesh-Gilead.  This will be the first city 

to be rescued by Israel’s new king, Saul.  Up until this point in time, Israel had not had an earthly king, 

so Israel has to learn to depend on the king that God has anointed – Saul. 

There has already been a private anointing of king Saul, but in this lesson we will see a public anointing 

of Saul, the king of Israel. 

(Notice that in this lesson Israel is already starting to distinguish between “Israel” and “Judah”.  Continue to notice this as the 

Bible story progresses throughout the rest of the Old Testament.) 

Nahash the Ammonite brought his army of Ammonites and encamped around the city of Jabesh-

Gilead.  Being surrounded the Israelite men of Jabesh-Gilead said, “We’ll serve you if you will make a 

covenant with us.” 

Nahash replied, “I will make a covenant with you on this one condition, that all your right eyes be put 

out and disgrace all of Israel.” 

The elders of Jabesh-Gilead said to Nahash, “Give us seven days so we can send messengers 

throughout all the coasts of Israel.  If no man will come save us, we will come out to you.” 

When the messengers came to the city of Gibeah (the hometown of Saul), and told them what Nahash 

wanted to do, all the people of that city lifted up their voices and they wept. 
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About that time, Saul was coming in from the field behind his oxen.  He said, “Why are the people 

weeping?”  The people told Saul about the Ammonites and of their threat to the men of Jabesh-Gilead. 

When Saul heard the words of the Ammonites, he became angry and the Spirit of God came upon him 

with power.  He took the yoke of oxen and he cut them into pieces.  Then he sent the pieces of oxen 

throughout all the territory of Israel by messengers.  The messengers told the Israelites, “Whoever 

does not come out after Saul and Samuel will have the same thing done unto his oxen.” 

This made the Israelites afraid and the fear of the Lord was on all of them so that they all came out.  

Saul numbered the men who came out to fight and there were 300,000 men of Israel and 30,000 men 

of Judah. 

The men of Israel said to the messengers, “Tell the men of Jabesh-Gilead that they will have 

deliverance tomorrow by the time the sun is hot and high in the sky.” 

The messengers went back to Jabesh-Gilead and told the men there, and they were glad to hear this.  

The men there said, “Tomorrow we will give ourselves up to you , and you may do to us whatever 

seems good to you.” 

The next day, Saul divided the people into three companies.  They came out during the morning watch 

against the Ammonites and struck them until the heat of the day.  All that remained of the Ammonites 

scattered, and there were not two men of Ammon left together to fight. 

Then the people said to Samuel the prophet, “Who is it that said, ‘Shall Saul reign over us?’ – bring 

those men so that we can put them to death.” 

But Saul said, “Not a man of Israel shall be put to death this day because Jehovah has worked 

deliverance in Israel.” 

Samuel said, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom there.” 

So, all the people went to Gilgal, and they made Saul the king there before Jehovah.  They offered 

sacrifices of peace offerings before Jehovah, and Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly! 

Samuel Presents Israel Her King 

Samuel spoke to all of Israel and said, “Behold, I obeyed all that you said to me, and I made a king 

over you.  Now, behold, the king walks before you.  I am old and gray-headed, and my sons are before 

you.  I have walked before you from the time I was a child until now.  Here I am – testify against me 

before Jehovah, and before His anointed King, whose ox have I taken? Whose donkey have I taken? 

Whom have I defrauded?  Whom have I oppressed? From whom have I taken a bribe?  If I have 

done any of these things I will restore it all back to you.” 

The people replied, “You have never defrauded or oppressed us, or taken anything you shouldn’t 

from man’s hand.” 

Samuel said, “Jehovah is witness against you and His anointed is witness this day, that you have seen 

no wrong in me.” 

The people said, “He is witness.” 
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Samuel replied, “Jehovah is witness.  He appointed Moses and Aaron to bring your fathers out of the 

land of Egypt.  Now stand still so I can plead with you before Jehovah concerning all the righteous 

acts He did before you and your fathers.  They forgot their God, and He sold them into the hands of 

Sisera, the Philistines, and Moab.  They cried out to Jehovah and said, ‘We have sinned because we 

forsook Jehovah and served other gods – deliver us and we will serve You.’  So the Lord sent Jerubbaal, 

Barak, Jephthah, and Samuel and delivered you from your enemies and made you safe.  But when you 

saw Nahash, king of the Ammonites, come against you, you said, ‘No, but a king will reign over us.’  

You said this when Jehovah was your king. 

“Now, behold the king whom you have chosen, and whom you asked for.  Behold the Lord has set a 

king over you. 

“If you will fear Jehovah and serve Him and not rebel against His commandments, both you and the 

king who reigns over you will be followers of Jehovah.  Then all will be well.  But, if you do not obey 

the voice of Jehovah and rebel against His commandments, then the hand of Jehovah will be against 

you, as it was against your fathers. 

“Now, stand still and see this great thing which Jehovah will do!  Isn’t this the time of wheat cutting?  

I will call unto Jehovah so He will send thunder and rain, and you will see that your wickedness is 

great by asking for yourselves a king.” 

Then Samuel called unto Jehovah and Jehovah sent thunder and rain that day, and all of Israel feared 

Jehovah and Samuel.  They said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants so that we won’t die.  We’ve added 

to our sins by asking for a king.” 

Samuel said, “Don’t be afraid.  You have done all this evil.  Yet, don’t be turned from following God, 

and serve Jehovah with all your heart.  Don’t turn to things that cannot profit.  Jehovah will not forsake 

you because it has pleased Him to make you a people for Himself. 

“As for myself, never will I sin against Jehovah by not praying for you, and I will instruct you in the 

good and right way.  Only, fear Jehovah, and serve Him with truth in your heart considering the great 

things He has done for you. 

“But – if you do wickedly, you will be swept away, both you and your king.” 

(Note:  Rain would not have been welcome at this period of time because it was the time of year – May to June – for wheat 

harvest.  Wet grain would have been ruined so that it could not have been harvested. This would have destroyed food that they 

depended on to live.) 

 

MEMORY WORK 

1Sam. 12:24 

  Only fear Jehovah, and serve him in truth with all your heart; 

 for consider how great things he hath done for you. (ASV) 

 

 

MAP WORK:  Ammonite territory; Gilead; Jabesh-Gilead 
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MATCH 

 

1.  He called on Jehovah to send Thunder and rain.    Ammonites 

 

2.  Saul cut these into pieces and sent them throughout Israel.   Jabesh-Gilead 

 

3.  They were attacked by the Ammonites.     Saul 

 

4.  He said, “No one is going to be put to death today. . .”    Samuel 

 

5.  They told Jabesh-Gilead deliverance was on the way.   Jehovah 

 

6.  They were so scattered that no two could be found together.   Oxen 

 

7.  He delivered Israel from danger.      Messengers 

 

 

THOUGHT QUESTIONS: 

 

1.  Was Israel’s wickedness great because they asked for a king?  _________________________Why? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Did Jehovah God love His people, even though they asked for a king? _______________________ 

3.  Samuel told the people that God would be with them if they did His commandments, but 

 He would not if they didn’t.  Is He the same with us? (Eph. 6: 1 – 3; Col. 2: 23 – 25; Heb.  

 2: 1 – 3; Heb. 11: 6 )  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON FOUR 

Lesson Text:  I Samuel 13 – 14 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS: 

Garrison – A military post where soldiers are stationed. 

Abomination – To stink; to be offensive. 

Hebrews –Another name for Israelite. 

Watchmen – Men who would watch, usually from a considerable height, enabling them to see in every 

direction whether an enemy was approaching. 

Plunder – Spoil; rob; destroy. 

 

 

After Saul had been king for two years he chose 3,000 men of Israel to be his soldiers.  Two-thousand 

of them were with him at Michmash, in the hill country of Bethel.  One-thousand of the men were 

with Saul’s son Jonathan in Gibeah of the territory of Benjamin.  The rest of the men Saul sent to their 

tents.   

Jonathan made an attack on the Philistines that were stationed at Geba.  The Philistines heard what 

Jonathan and his army had done.   

Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land and said, “Let the Hebrews hear.”  And all Israel heard 

that Saul had defeated the garrison of Philistines, and that Israel had become an abomination to the 

Philistines.  So Saul’s men were called out to join Saul at Gilgal. 

The Philistines assembled themselves together to fight with Israel.  They had thirty-thousand 

chariots, six-thousand horsemen, and an army of men that was so large it was like the sand on the 

seashore in multitude.  The Philistines took up their position at Michmash.   

Israel saw the great army of Philistines and knew they were in trouble.  They began to hide in caves 

and thickets, in the rocks, high places and pits.  Some of them crossed the Jordan River into the land 

of Gad and Gilead.  But Saul was still in Gilgal, and the people followed him trembling.   

Saul stayed in Gilgal for seven days until the time appointed by Samuel.  But Samuel did not come to 

Gilgal and the people began to scatter and leave Saul.  Seeing that his army was leaving, Saul said, 

“Bring the burnt offering and peace offering to me.”  They did, and Saul offered the burnt offering 

himself instead of waiting for Samuel. 
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As soon as Saul was through offering the burnt offering, Samuel came.  Saul went out to greet Samuel.  

When Samuel saw him he said, “What have you done?” 

Saul said, “I saw that the people were scattering from me, and you didn’t come on the day appointed.  

The Philistines were gathered at Michmash, so I said, ‘Now the Philistines will come upon me at Gilgal, 

and I have not sought the favor of the Lord.”  So, I forced myself, and offered the burnt offering.” 

Samuel said, “You have done foolishly.  You have not kept the command of your Lord which He 

commanded you.  It was God’s purpose to establish your kingdom over Israel forever, but now your 

kingdom will not continue.  Jehovah searched for a man after His own heart, and He has commanded 

him to be prince over His people because you have not kept what Jehovah commanded you.” Then 

Samuel went from Gilgal to Gibeah. 

Saul numbered the men with him and there were about 600.  Saul, his son Jonathan, and the men with 

him stayed at Gibeah, but the Philistines were still camped at Michmash. 

Three companies of raiders came out the army of the Philistines.  One went to Ophrah, one to Beth-

horon, and another to the valley of Zeboim. 

The Israelites had no iron worker, so they had been going to the Philistines to get their weapons, 

plows, and axes sharpened.  On the day of battle, only Saul and Jonathan had sword or spear, and the 

rest of the soldiers did not. 

The garrison of Philistines left Michmash, going through the narrow passage to leave.   

~~~~ 

One day Jonathan said to the young man who carried his armor, “Come, let’s go over to the Philistine 

garrison that is camped over on the other side.”  But Jonathan did not tell his father what he planned 

to do. 

Saul was in Gibeah with about 600 men, including Ahijah the priest who wore an ephod.  No one knew 

Jonathan was gone.   

Jonathan made his way over the narrow passes over the mountains to the Philistine’s garrison.   He 

said to his armor bearer, “Let’s go to the garrison of these uncircumcised men.  It may be that Jehovah 

will work for us.  He is able to save by many or by few men.” 

Jonathan’s armor bearer said, “Do all that is in your heart.  See, I am with you.” 

So Jonathan said, “We will cross over to the men and show ourselves to them.  If they say, ‘Wait till 

we come to you’, then we will stand still and not go up to them.  But, if they say, ‘Come up to us,’ then 

we will go up to them because the Lord has given them into our hand, and this will be the sign to us.” 

Both Jonathan and his armor bearer showed themselves to the Philistines.  When the Philistines saw 

them they said, “Look!  The Hebrews are coming out of the holes where they have hidden themselves. 

Come up to us and we will show you a thing.” 

Jonathan said to his armor bearer, “Come up after me, for Jehovah has delivered them into the hand 

of Israel.”  Then he climbed up on his hands and feet with his armor bearer after him.  The Philistines 

fell before Jonathan and his armor bearer killed them.  They killed about 20 men in the area of a half-

acre of land. 
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In the Philistine’s camp the men began to tremble.  The earth began to quake and there was much 

fear and trembling. 

The watchmen of Saul’s kingdom were looking from Gibeah and they saw the army of Philistines 

running here and there.  The watchmen said to Saul and his men, “Number the men to see who has 

left us.”   

When they numbered the men they found Jonathan and his armor bearer missing.  Saul told Ahijah 

the priest, “Bring the ark of God here.”  As Saul was talking to Ahijah, the trouble in the camp of the 

Philistines increased more and more.  Saul said, “Withdraw your hand.” 

Saul and his men went into the battle.  Every Philistine’s sword was against his fellow.  Hebrews, 

who had been with the Philistines, left their hiding places and went up with the rest of the Israelites 

to fight.  Jehovah saved Israel that day, and the battle went on past Bethaven.   

As the battle wore on, the men of Israel were driven on to fight.  Saul had made an oath that any man 

who ate food before evening would be cursed.  So, none of the people had anything to eat. 

As the men came to a forest there was honey on the ground.  But no man dared eat of the honey 

because they feared the oath Saul had made.  Jonathan, however, had not heard his father make the 

oath, so he put the tip of his staff in his hand into the honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth with 

the honey in it, refreshing himself.   

One of the men said to Jonathan, “Your father charged us with an oath.  He said the man who ate today 

would be cursed.” 

The men of Israel were becoming faint because they were hungry.  Jonathan said, “My father has 

troubled the land.  See how my eyes are enlightened because I tasted this honey?  It would have been 

better if the people had eaten freely of the spoil of their enemies they found.  The defeat among the 

Philistines would have been greater!” 

Israel defeated the Philistines from Michmash to Ajalon.  The people were so faint with lack of food 

that they flew upon the spoil of the Philistines and killed sheep, oxen and calves and killed them and 

ate them with the blood. 

Saul was told about this.  Those who told him said, “Look, the people are sinning against the Lord by 

eating the blood.”   

To those who told him, Saul said, “You have dealt unfaithfully. Roll a great stone here.  Go out among 

the people and tell them, ‘Bring me every man his ox, or sheep.  Kill them here and eat.  Don’t sin 

against the Lord by eating with the blood.” 

So the men of Israel began to bring their animals that night and kill them where Saul was.  Saul built 

an altar to Jehovah and said, “Let’s go down to the Philistines by night and attack them until morning 

till none of them are left alive.” 

The men of Israel said, “Do whatever seems good to you.” 

But, the priest Ahijah said, “Let’s draw near to God here.”  

Saul inquired of God, “Shall I go down after the Philistines?  Will You give them into the hand of 

Israel?”  But God did not answer Saul that day. 
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So Saul said, “All you chiefs of the people, come close and see where this sin has been this day.  For as 

Jehovah lives, even if this sin is in Jonathan my son, the one who has done this sin shall die.” 

Then Saul told all of Israel to be on one side, and he and his son would be on the other side.  The 

people said, “Do what seems good to you.” 

So Saul said to Jehovah, “Show by lot who is right.”  Then Saul and Jonathan were taken by lot, but the 

people escaped.  Then Saul said, “Cast lots between me and Jonathan.”  And the lot was cast on 

Jonathan. 

Saul then said to Jonathan, “Tell me what you have done.” 

Jonathan told him, “I did taste a little of the honey on the end of my staff, and now I must die.” 

Saul said, “May God punish me if you do not die”, but when Saul said this the people of Israel said,  

“Shall Jonathan die who worked this great salvation in Israel?  God forbid!  As the Lord lives there 

shall not be one hair of his head that shall fall to the ground because he fought with God this day.”   

So the people rescued Jonathan and he did not die that day.  Saul quit pursuing the Philistines, and 

the Philistines went back to their home that day. 

As King over Israel, Saul fought his enemies all around him – Moab, Ammon, Edom, the kings of Zobah, 

and the Philistines.  He fought Amalek and all those who plundered Israel.  All the days of his life, 

Saul  had to fight against the Philistines, and whenever he would see a valiant man in Israel, he would 

take that man to fight close to him. 

~~~~ 

Saul’s wife was named Ahinoam.  Abner was the captain of his army.  He had three sons: Jonathan, 

Ishvi, and Malchishua.  His daughters were Merab and Michal. 

What was wrong with it??  Did you notice that when Israel defeated the Philistines they were 

so hungry that they killed the animals and ate them “with the blood”?  This was reported to Saul, and 

Saul told the people not to sin against the Lord by “eating the blood”.   

WHY??  God has had a law in every dispensation that stated His people are NOT to eat blood.  In Gen. 

9:4 God told Noah that His people were not to eat blood.  Moses told the people under the Law of Moses 

that they were not to eat blood in Lev. 17:12.  Verse 11 of Lev. 17 tells us why – because “the life of the 

flesh is in the blood”.  Paul told the Gentiles in Acts 15:29 under God’s New Covenant that they were not 

to eat blood. 

The Old Law was dedicated with the blood of animals (Heb. 9:18 – 22).  The New Law (the one we are 

under today) was dedicated with Christ’s blood (Heb. 10:19 – 20), because the blood of animals couldn’t 

take away sin (Heb. 10:4). 

It is through BLOOD, Christ’s blood, that we have salvation from sins (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14).  It is with 

Christ’s blood that we are redeemed (I Pet. 1:19).  BLOOD – it has great significance in the Old and 

New Laws! 
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MEMORY WORK 

1Sam. 12:24 

  Only fear Jehovah, and serve him in truth with all your heart; 

 for consider how great things he hath done for you. (ASV) 

 

 

TRUE OR FALSE 
 

_____  1.  Israel became an abomination to the Philistines when they defeated them. 

  

_____  2.  The Philistines had a very small army of men. 

 

_____  3.  The Philistines hid from Israel in caves, rocks and pits. 

 

_____  4.  When Samuel did not come to Gilgal, the people began to scatter and leave Saul. 

 

_____  5.  Saul waited until Samuel came to offer a sacrifice. 

 

_____  6.  Samuel told Saul that his kingdom would not continue. 

 

_____  7.  Jonathan knew that Jehovah would work for them. 

 

_____  8.  Saul made an oath that anyone who ate before evening would be cursed. 

 

_____  9.  Jonathan ate some honey and Saul killed him. 

 

_____ 10.  The people were so hungry they ate the animals they found with the blood. 

 

_____  11.  As king of Israel, Saul fought all his enemies around him. 

 

_____  12.  Saul had to fight the Philistines all his life. 

 

_____  13.  Abner was the captain of Saul’s army. 

 

_____  14.  Ahijah was the priest of God. 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON FIVE 

Lesson Text:  I Samuel 15; 16: 1 – 13 

 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS:   

Amalekites – A tribe of wandering people who were in early in existence in the Bible story (Gen. 14:7).  
God promised Moses in Exodus 17:14 that one day he would utterly destroy the Amalekites.  God fulfills 
this promise in this lesson. 

Kenites – This was a tribe of people formerly called Midianites.  They were the descendants of Moses’ 
father-in-law and seemingly lived as a separate people (Judg. 1:16) even though they lived inside Judah’s 
territory. 

Hearken – To hear and do; to heed. 

Rebellion – To turn away and do wrong; sin or transgression; to resist lawful authority. 

Sanctify – To make ceremonially clean and holy; to purify or set apart for a holy purpose. 

Ruddy – To have red hair or complexion. 

 

 

A New King for Israel 

 

Samuel came to Saul and told him, “The Lord sent me to anoint you king over Israel, so listen to what 
the Lord says.  Jehovah said, “I remember what Amalek did to Israel and how they opposed them 
when they came out of Egypt.  Go now and strike Amalek.  Utterly destroy all that they have and do 
not spare them.  Kill men, women, child, infant, oxen, sheep, camel and donkey.” 

Saul gathered all the people together and counted the number of soldiers he had.  There were two-
hundred thousand footmen, and ten thousand men of Judah. 

Saul took his army to the city of Amalek and waited for them.  He told the Kenites “You need to leave 
the Amalekites or you will be destroyed with them.  You showed kindness to the people of Israel 
when they left Egypt.  So the Kenites left the city of the Amalekites.   

Saul and his forces defeated the Amalekites from the city of Havilah to Shur, which is east of Egypt.  
He took Agag, the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the sword.   

But, Saul had not obeyed God’s commands.  He had saved the king of Amalek alive.  He also saved 
alive the best of the sheep and oxen, calves and lambs, and all that was good.  Everything that was 
bad and of no use they destroyed utterly.   

Then the word of the Lord came to Samuel the prophet.  Jehovah said, “I regret that I have made Saul 
king because he is turning back from following Me, and has not obeyed my commandments.” 
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Samuel became very angry when he heard this from Jehovah, and he cried all night to Jehovah.   

Early the next morning, Samuel got up early and went to meet Saul.  Someone told Samuel, “Saul came 
to Carmel and set up a monument for himself.  He has gone from there to Gilgal.” 

Samuel went to see Saul.  When he came to him, Saul said, “Blessed be you of Jehovah.  I have done 
the commandment of the Lord.” 

Samuel said, “Then what means the bleating of the sheep and the lowing of the oxen that I hear in my 
ears?” 

Saul replied, “They have brought them of the Amalekites, for the people spared the best of the sheep 
and oxen to sacrifice to the Lord your God, and the rest we have utterly destroyed.” 

Samuel said to Saul, “Stay, and I will tell you what Jehovah said to me this night.” 

Saul said, “Say on.” 

Samuel said, “’When you were small in your own eyes, weren’t you made head of the tribes of Israel?  
And Jehovah anointed you king over Israel.  Jehovah sent you on a mission and said ‘Go, utterly 
destroy the sinners, the Amalekites and fight against them until they are consumed.  Why didn’t you 
obey the voice of Jehovah?  Why did you take the spoil and do what is evil in the sight of Jehovah?” 

Saul replied, “I have obeyed the voice of Jehovah, and have gone on the mission Jehovah sent me on.  
I have brought back Agag king of Amalek and utterly destroyed the Amalekites. But, the people took 
the spoil, sheep and oxen , and the best of the things devoted to destruction to sacrifice unto Jehovah 
your God in Gilgal.” 

Samuel said, “Has Jehovah as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of 
Jehovah?  Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.  Because 
rebellion is like the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is like the sin of idolatry.  Because you have 
rejected the word of Jehovah, He also has rejected you from being king.” 

Saul said, “I have sinned for I have transgressed the commandment of Jehovah, and your words, 
because I was afraid of the people and obeyed their voice.  Now, please pardon my sin, and return 
with me so that I may worship Jehovah.” 

Samuel said, “I will not return with you.  For you have rejected the word of Jehovah, and Jehovah has 
rejected you from being king over Israel.” 

As Samuel turned to leave Saul, Saul took hold of the skirt of Samuel’s robe and tore it.  Samuel saw 
this and said to Saul, “Jehovah has torn the kingdom away from you this day, and has given it to a 
neighbor of yours, who is better than you.  Also, the Strength of Israel will not lie or repent, for He is 
not a man that He should have to repent.”  Samuel turned back after Saul, and Saul had begun to 
worship Jehovah. 

Samuel said, “Bring Agag, king of the Amalekites here to me.” 

Agag was brought to Samuel and he was cheerful.  Agag said, “Surely the bitterness of death for me is 
past.” 

Samuel then said to Agag, “Your sword has made women childless, so now your mother will be 
childless.”  And then Samuel cut Agag into pieces before Jehovah in Gilgal.  He left there and went to 
Ramah, and Saul went to Gibeah 

Samuel saw Saul no more until the day that he died, however, Samuel mourned for Saul.  And Jehovah 
repented that He had made Saul king over Israel. 

~~~~~ 
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Jehovah said to Samuel, “How long are you going to mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him from 
being king?  Fill your horn with oil, and go.  I will send you to Jesse in Bethlehem.  I have provided Me 
a king among Jesse’s sons.” 

Samuel said, “How is it possible for me to go?  If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” 

Jehovah said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I am come to sacrifice to Jehovah.’  Then invite Jesse 
to the sacrifice.  I will show you what you are to do, and you will anoint for Me the one that I tell you 
to anoint.” 

Samuel did what Jehovah said, and he went to Bethlehem.  The elders of the city came out to meet 
Samuel, and they were trembling and saying to him, “Do you come peaceably?” 

Samuel said, “I come in peace to sacrifice unto Jehovah.  Sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 
sacrifice.” 

Samuel sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice.  When Jesse and his sons came, 
Samuel looked at Eliab and said to himself, “Surely Jehovah’s anointed is before Him.” 

But Jehovah knew what Samuel was thinking and He said to him, “Do not look on his appearance, or 
at how tall he is, because I have rejected him.  For Jehovah does not see as man sees.  Man looks at 
the outward appearance, but Jehovah looks at the heart.” 

Then Jesse called Abinadab to pass before Samuel.  Samuel said, “Jehovah has not chosen this one.” 

Seven of Jesse’s sons passed before Samuel, and Samuel said, “Jehovah has not chosen these.  Are all 
your sons here?” 

Jesse replied, “There is one who remains that is the youngest, but he is looking after the sheep.” 

Samuel said, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down until he gets here.” 

Jesse sent for his youngest son.  His son was ruddy with beautiful eyes and handsome.  Jehovah said 
to Samuel, “Arise and anoint him, for this is he.” 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him while he was with his father and brethren.  The 
Spirit of the Lord came upon this young man named David from that day forward.  Samuel rose up 
and went to Ramah.   

Jehovah has rejected Saul’s kingdom and He has selected a new king to rule over Israel.  At this point, 
only Samuel, David, and David’s family know about Jehovah choosing him.   

 

 

MEMORY WORK 

Psalm 34:11 

Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

 I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

 

 

MAP WORK:  Bethlehem 
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HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT THIS?? 

Jehovah wanted the Amalekites utterly destroyed.  This means EVERYONE, adult or child, would be destroyed.  
Sometimes people are concerned that God destroyed children along with all the adults who did wrong.   Let’s 
think this through. 

In the Old Testament God made covenants, not just with individuals, but with Nations.  The nation of Amalek 
was very wicked, and had been so for many years.  When nations become so wicked that God does not think 
they can be saved, He destroys them.  He destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 18).  So, the nation of Amalek 
was destroyed for its wickedness.  God made a promise in Exodus 17:14 to destroy Amalek, and God keeps His 
promises.  He gave them time to repent as a nation, but they did not. 

Had Amalek continued as a nation of wicked people, what do you think would have happened to the babies and 
young children raised up in that nation?  Well, they would have become wicked too, when they reached 
adulthood, because there was no saving influence for them.   They would have become idol worshipers when 
they became adults. Then, those little babies and little children would grow up to become adults who disobeyed 
God. 

When Jehovah had Amalek destroyed, the Amalek babies and children, that were killed in that destruction, 
were actually SAVED.  They were saved because little babies and little children cannot sin.  Those who have not 
sinned, and those forgiven of sin, go to heaven when they die!  The babies and children who were killed when 
Israel attacked Amalek were saved by God.  They will be in heaven because they did not live to sin and do wrong, 
and they’ll be with God for eternity. 

When Abraham pleaded with God about destroying Sodom and Gomorrah, God told Abraham, “Shall not the 
judge of all the earth do right?” (Gen. 18:25).  Before we question the reasons why God does the things that He 
does, we need to remember that He is in control, and that He will do right. (Titus 1:2). We need to be like 
Abraham and look for that city whose builder and maker is God (Heb. 11:10).   

The nation of Amalek exists no more because of their wickedness, but some of its smallest and innocent 
inhabitants will be in that spiritual city of heaven!  What a blessed thought that is! 

 

 

MATCH 

Amalek  To make pure and holy for God. 

Kenites  The youngest son of Jesse whom Samuel anointed king of Israel. 

Saul   King of the Amalekites. 

Samuel  Samuel thought surely he would be God’s anointed. 

Eliab   He rejected Saul from being king of Israel. 

Jehovah  Descendants of Moses’ father-in-law who lived in Judah. 

David   The enemy of Israel who opposed them when they left Egypt. 

Sanctify  He did not utterly destroy the Amalekites.  

Agag   He told Saul that to obey was better than sacrifice. 

 



UNITED KINGDOM I Page 25 
 

UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON SIX 

Lesson Text:  I Samuel 16: 14 – 17:58 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS: 

Valor – To have strength of mind and bravery when one encounters danger. 

Coat of Mail – A type of armor made of metal that covered the chest, back and lower parts of the body.  

The metal pieces of the armor overlapped like scales. 

Reproach – Disgrace; shame. 

Defy – To taunt or dare; to provoke or challenge; to deal with arrogantly. 

Disdain – To consider worthless; to think of scornfully; to abhor or look on with contempt. 

Champion – Man of the space between armies (Brown Driver Briggs definition); the man of the two spaces -- space 

between (ISBE); [There was a space between the armies of the Philistines and the Israelites in this lesson.  A 

valley separated them with a brook flowing in the valley.  Goliath would have been considered the 

mighty man (or champion) in the space between the two armies.] 

 

 

The Spirit of the Lord departed from King Saul after his sin concerning the Amalekites, and an evil 

spirit from the Lord troubled him.  (We don’t know what this evil spirit was because God did not reveal this to us – the 

secret things belong to God {Deut. 29:29}).   

Saul’s servants said to him, “Behold now, an evil spirit from God is troubling you.  Now, give your 

servants who are here with you orders to seek out a man who is a skillful player of the harp.  Then 

when the evil spirit is upon you, this man will play the harp and you will get well.” 

So, Saul said to his servants, “Provide me a man that can play well, and bring him to me.” 

One of the servants replied, “I have seen a son of Jesse from Bethlehem who is skillful in playing.  He 

is a mighty man of valor, wise in what he says, pleasing in his looks, and Jehovah is with him.” 

So Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, “Send me David your son, who is with the sheep.” 

Jesse took a donkey and put bread, a bottle of wine, a young goat on it and sent David with the donkey 

to king Saul.  David came and stood before Saul, and Saul loved him greatly.  He made David his armor 

bearer. 

Then Saul sent word back to David’s father Jesse and said, “Let David remain in my service because 

he has found favor in my sight.  So, whenever the evil spirit would come upon Saul, David would take 
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the harp and play it for him.  Saul would begin to feel refreshed and well, and the evil spirit would 

depart from him. 

Now, one day the Philistines had gathered their armies together at Socoh in the land of Judah to battle 

to battle Israel, and camped between there and Azekah.   

Saul and his armies came together to fight the Philistines in the valley of Elah.  As they came to battle, 

the Philistines stood on one mountain and Israel on the other, with the valley between them.  A fighter 

came out of the Philistine army whose name was Goliath.  Goliath was more than nine feet tall.  He 

had a helmet of brass on his head and a coat of mail that weighed around one hundred and twenty 

five pounds!  He had bronze armor on his legs and a javelin hanging between his shoulders.  The point 

of his spear weighed nearly fifteen pounds.   

It was Goliath who came out of the Philistine army and shouted to the armies of Israel, “Why have 

you come out prepared for battle? Am I not a Philistine while you are servants of Saul?  Choose one 

of your men to come down to fight me.  If you kill me, we will be your servants, but if I overcome, you 

will be our servants.  I put the armies of Israel to shame this day! Give me a man so that we can fight 

together!” 

Saul and all of Israel heard what this Philistine giant said, and they were troubled and full of fear.  For 

forty days Goliath came out every day to show himself to the army of Israel both morning and 

evening.   

Three of Jesse’s sons had gone with Saul to battle – Eliab, Abinadab, and Shammah.  David was feeding 

his father Jesse’s sheep at Bethlehem, and he would go back and forth from tending his sheep to Saul’s 

army.   

One of the days that Israel was camped out for battle, Jesse told his son David to take some grain and 

bread to the camp where his brothers were.  He said, “Take ten cheeses to the commander of their 

thousand and see how your brothers are, and bring something back from them to let me know they 

are well.” 

David got up early the next morning and left his sheep with someone else, while he took the things 

that his father sent to his brothers.  As David came to the battle line where the men of Israel were, 

the battle cry went out.  Israel and the Philistines put their armies in position to fight each other.  

David left all the things he was carrying in the care of someone else and ran into the army of men to 

greet his brothers. 

As David was talking to his brothers, Goliath the Philistine came out to speak the same words he had 

been speaking every day, only this time David heard him too.  When the men of Israel saw Goliath 

they fled from him and they were afraid.  The men of Israel said to David, “Have you seen this man?  

Surely he has come to defy Israel.  Whoever kills him, the king has said he will give great riches to, as 

well as his daughter for a wife, and his father’s family will be free in Israel.” 

David said to the men close to him, “What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and takes 

away the reproach from Israel?  For who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the 

armies of the living God?” 

The men answered David, “So shall it be done to the man that kills him.” 
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Now, Eliab, David’s brother, heard David talking to the men, and he became angry at David.  He said 

to him, “Why have you come here?  Who did you leave your few sheep with in the wilderness?  I know 

your pride and the evil of your heart.  You have come down to see the battle.” 

David replied, “What have I done now?  Is there not a cause?” 

David turned from Eliab and continued to speak to the men about Goliath.  The men who heard David 

speaking repeated what David said to King Saul.  King Saul sent for David. 

When David came before Saul he said, “Let no man’s heart fail him because of this Philistine.  I will go 

and fight with this Philistine.” 

Saul said, “You are not able to fight him.  You are only a young boy and this Philistine has been a man 

of war from the time he was young.” 

David replied, “Your servant used to keep sheep for his father.  When a lion or a bear came and took 

a lamb out of my father’s flock, I went after him and killed him and saved the lamb from its mouth.  If 

the animal rose up against me, I caught him by his hair and overcame him and killed him.  Your 

servant has killed both lion and bear, and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them seeing 

that he has defied the armies of the living God.  Jehovah saved me from the paw of the lion and the 

paw of the bear, and He will save me from the hand of this Philistine.” 

Saul said, “Go, and Jehovah be with you.”  He gave David armor – a helmet of brass for his head and 

clothed him a coat of mail.  As David put all this armor on, he could not go battle in it because he had 

never used them before.  He said to Saul, “I cannot go with this armor because I have not proved 

them.”  And so he took off the armor Saul had given him. 

Then David took his staff in his hand and chose five smooth stones from the brook.  He put the stones 

into his shepherd’s bag.  He had a sling in his hand, and he went in the direction of Goliath the 

Philistine. 

The Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, came near to David.  He looked around and saw 

only David, and he disdained him because he saw that David was only a boy, ruddy and fair to look 

upon.  The Philistine said, “Am I a dog that you come at me with sticks?”  And he cursed David by his 

gods.  He said, “Come to me and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the 

field.” 

David said, “You come to me with a sword, and a spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name 

of Jehovah of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  This day Jehovah will 

give you into my hands, and I will strike you down and cut off your head.  I will give the bodies of the 

Philistines to the birds of the air and to the wild beasts of the earth, so that all the earth may know 

there is a God in Israel, and that all the people who are here today may see that Jehovah does not save 

by sword or spear.  For the battle is Jehovah’s, and He will give you into our hand.” 

When Goliath began to come near to David, David ran quickly toward him.  He put his hand in his bag 

and took out a stone and slung it.  He struck the Philistine in the forehead, and Goliath fell on his face 

to the ground.  David did this without a sword in his hand.  He ran and stood over Goliath, took 

Goliath’s sword, drew it out of the sheath, and killed Goliath.  Then he cut off his head with the sword. 
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When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they began to run away.  The men of Israel 

rose with a shout and pursued the Philistines to Gath and the gates of Ekron.  Wounded Philistines 

fell on the way there.  Israel left pursuing them and came back to plunder the Philistine’s camp.  David 

took Goliath’s head and brought it to Jerusalem.  He put his armor on his tent. 

When Saul saw David going out to fight against Goliath, he said to the captain of his army Abner, 

“Whose son is this young man?” 

Abner replied, “As your soul lives, O King, I do not know.” 

The king said, “Ask whose son he is.” 

As David returned from battle, Abner took him and brought him before Saul with the head of the 

Philistine in his hand.  Saul said, “Whose son are you, young man?” 

David answered, “I am the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem.” 

 

Did You Notice? 
Did you notice David’s concern that Goliath had defied the armies of God?  David, from the time he was 
a young man, was concerned for what God wanted.  He realized that God would help them and that no 
man’s heart should fail them when God was on their side. His faith is why he could say in Psalms 23:4 
“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with me; 
Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.”  

David had faith as a young shepherd.  He saw Jehovah save him from a lion and a bear, and he knew 
Jehovah would save him from Goliath also.  That is why he could go into battle with Goliath with only a 
few stones and a sling.  Jehovah’s might would win this battle, not David’s might. 

David also knew that when this battle with Goliath was won, the victory would not belong to him, but to 
Jehovah! 

Oh, that WE can have the same kind of faith that David had in our God!!  Our God is the same God of 
David. 

 

 

MEMORY WORK 

Psalm 34:11 

Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

 I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 
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WHO SAID IT?? Use the names below to answer identify who said each statement 

(you may use some of them more than once): 

Saul, Saul’s servants, David, Jesse, Goliath, Eliab, Abner, the men of Israel 

 

1.  “You are only a young boy and this Philistine has been a man of war from the time he was young”  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  “Behold now, an evil spirit from God is troubling you.” 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.    “Take ten cheeses to the commander of their thousand and see how your brothers are. . .” 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  “As your soul lives, O King, I do not know.” 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  “I am the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem.” 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.  “Am I a dog that you come at me with sticks?”   

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7.  “Why have you come here?  Who did you leave your few sheep with in the wilderness?” 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8.  “Jehovah saved me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear, and He will save me from  

 the hand of this Philistine.”   

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9.  “Whose son is this young man?” 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10.  “Have you seen this man?  Surely he has come to defy Israel.” 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11.  “Come to me and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the field.” 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12.  “Let no man’s heart fail him because of this Philistine.  I will go and fight with this Philistine.” 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON SEVEN 

Lesson Text:  I Samuel 18; 19 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS 

Girdle – A belt; a band that would cover the loins.  Many times it would be made of leather and a sword 

or dagger would be suspended from it.  Fine girdles would sometimes be made of linen and embroidered. 

Valiant – To be powerful, a champion, one who is strong and prevails. 

Snare – To set a trap; something that will bring peril or loss. 

Dowry – A sum of money paid for a wife.  A dowry was a sum of money or gifts that the bridegroom 

would offer to the father of the bride before he could receive her for his wife.  The dowry would usually 

be according to how wealthy the bride was, and might be money, jewelry, or services rendered. 

Teraphim – A family idol in a human shape. 

 

 

Remember!  Samuel has told Saul that God has rejected him from being king.  However, God continues 

to let Saul rule until his death.   

Notice that it becomes more and more evident that David is the one who will replace Saul as king when 

Saul is dead. 

After David’s battle with the Philistines, Jonathan, the son of Saul, became a dear friend with David.  

Jonathan loved David as his own soul, and he gave his own robe, that he wore as a prince, to David, 

as well as his armor, sword, bow and girdle.  He made a covenant with David because of his friendship 

and love for him. 

Saul took David into his service and would not let him go back home to his father’s house.  He set 

David over the men of war, and this pleased the people of Israel and all of Saul’s servants.   Wherever 

Saul sent David, he behaved wisely.   

One day David had been in battle with the Philistines.  As David returned home, the women of Israel 

came out of the cities singing and dancing to meet King Saul with tambourines, musical instruments, 

and joy!  As the women came out of the cities, they sang to one another, “Saul has killed his thousands, 

and David has killed his ten-thousands.” 

Saul heard what the women were singing and he became very angry.  He said, “They have given David 

credit for killing ten-thousands, and to me only thousands.  What more can he have but the kingdom?”  

And from that day on, Saul watched David jealously. 
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The next day an evil spirit from God came upon Saul, and he prophesied in his house while David was 

playing music for him.  Saul had his spear in his hand, and he thought to himself, “I will strike David 

to the wall.”  He hurled the spear. 

David evaded Saul twice.   

But, Saul was afraid of David because Jehovah was with David.  And David left Saul.   

Saul removed David from his presence and he made David a commander over a thousand men.  As 

David went in and out among the people he behaved wisely, and Jehovah was with him.  When Saul 

saw that David behaved himself wisely, he was in fear of him. 

All of Israel and Judah loved David as he went about his business among them. 

Saul said to David, “Look, here is my oldest daughter Merab.  I will give her to you for a wife, only be 

valiant for me and fight Jehovah’s battles.” 

Saul was thinking, “Let it not be my hand that is against him, but let the hand of the Philistines be 

against him.” 

David replied to Saul, “Who am I, and what is my life, or my father’s family in Israel, that I should be 

the son-in-law to the king?” 

But, even though Saul had told David that he was to have his oldest daughter, when the time came 

that he was to give Merab to David, he gave her instead to a man named Adriel. 

Now, Saul had a daughter named Michal, and she loved David.  Saul was told that Michal loved David, 

and this pleased Saul.  Saul said, “I will give her to David so that she will be a snare to him, and that 

the Philistines will be against him.” 

So, for a second time, Saul told David, “You will be my son-in-law.”  He commanded his servants, “Talk 

to David secretly and tell him that the king has delight in him, that his servants love him, and that he 

should become the king’s son-in-law.” 

Saul’s servants went to David and repeated what Saul said to him.  David said, “Does it seem to be a 

small thing to you for me to become the king’s son-in-law, seeing that I am a poor man, and of no 

reputation?” 

The servants went back to Saul and told him what David had said.  Saul said, “Tell David that the king 

desires no dowry except one hundred foreskins of the Philistines so that he can be avenged of his 

enemies.”  Saul thought that by doing this David would be killed by the Philistines. 

When Saul’s servants told David this, it pleased David that he would be son-in-law to the king.  He 

went with his men and killed two hundred Philistines, and brought their foreskins to the king so that 

he could become the king’s son-in-law.   

Saul gave David Michal to be his wife.  He also saw that Jehovah was with David and that his daughter 

Michal loved David.  This made Saul even more afraid of David, and he continued to be his enemy. 

When the Philistines would come out to battle Israel, David had more success in battle than any of 

Saul’s servants, and David’s name was greatly honored. 
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Saul wanted David killed, so he gave orders to his son Jonathan and to all his servants that they should 

kill David.  But, Jonathan was fond of David so he went to him and said, “Saul, my father, seeks to kill 

you.  Be on your guard in the morning.  Hide in a secret place.  I will go out and stand beside my father 

in the field where you are hiding, and I will speak to my father about you.  If I learn anything, I will 

tell you.” 

So Jonathan spoke to his father and spoke well of David to him.  He said, “Let not the king sin against 

his servant David. He has not sinned against you, and his works toward you have been good.  He put 

his life in danger and killed the Philistines, and Jehovah worked a great victory for all Israel.  You saw 

it and rejoiced.  Why will you sin against innocent blood and kill David without a cause?” 

Saul listened to Jonathan and he swore, “As Jehovah lives, he shall not be put to death.” 

Jonathan called for David, and he told him all these things his father had said.  He took David to Saul, 

and David was able to be in Saul’s presence as he had been before.   

~~~~~ 

The Philistines began to fight with the Israelites again, and David went to war with them and killed 

many of them.  It was a great slaughter, and the Philistines fled from Israel. 

An evil spirit from Jehovah was on Saul, and Saul sat in his house with his spear in his hand.  David 

was there playing music for him.  Saul took his spear and tried to pin David to the wall with it, but 

David got away and Saul stuck the spear into the wall.  David ran away and escaped that night. 

Saul sent messengers to David’s house to watch him and kill him by morning.  Michal told David, “If 

you do not escape tonight, tomorrow you will be killed.”  Then she let David down through a window.  

He ran away and escaped.  Meanwhile, Michal took a teraphim, laid it in the bed, and put a pillow of 

goat’s hair at the head, covering it with clothes.  This would have looked like David was lying in the 

bed.  When Saul sent his men to take David, Michal said, “He is ill.” 

Saul sent his men to see David and said, “Bring him to me in his bed so that I may kill him.” 

When the men came in, the teraphim was in the bed with the pillow of goat’s hair at the head.  Saul 

said to Michal, “Why have you deceived me in this way and let my enemy go?” 

Michal replied, “David said to me, ‘Let me go; why should I kill you?’” 

Meanwhile, David escaped and went to Samuel in Ramah.  He told Samuel all that Saul had done.  Then 

he and Samuel went to Naioth for safety. 

Saul was told that David was at Naioth, so he sent messengers to take David.  But went the messengers 

saw the prophets there prophesying, and Samuel standing and leading them, the Spirit of God came 

over the messengers and they began to prophesy as well.    

Saul was told about this, and he sent more messengers, but they also prophesied when they came to 

Naioth.  Saul sent messengers a third time, and they also prophesied.   

Saul decided to go to Ramah to a great well there.  He asked the people, “Where are Samuel and 

David?” and he was told, “They are at Naioth in Ramah.”   
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As Saul went on his way to Naioth, the Spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied until he came 

to Naioth.   He stripped off his outer clothing and prophesied before Samuel all that day and night.  

This caused people to say, “Is Saul also among the prophets?” 

This gave David time to escape from Saul. 

 

 

MEMORY WORK 

Psalm 34:11 - 12 

11  Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

 I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

*NEW  12  What man is there who desires life 

and loves many days,  

that he may see good? 

 

 

MAP WORK:  Ramah 

 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

1.  How much did Jonathan love David?  (I Sam. 18:1, 3)  __________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Why was Saul angry with David?  (I Sam. 18:8)  ________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  Why did David have success?  ( I Sam. 18:14)  __________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Who loved David? (I Sam. 18: 16)  ________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  In your own words, what was David’s attitude toward becoming a son-in-law of King Saul? 

 (18:23)  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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6.  Did Saul think Michal would be a good wife to David?  (18:21)  _______________________________________ 

7.  What was Saul’s attitude toward David every day?  (18:29)  __________________________________________ 

8.  What did Jonathan tell Saul not to do? (19:4)  ___________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9.  Did Michal lie to save David? (19: 13 – 17)   ________________________________  Was this right?  _________ 

10.  How did Jehovah save David at Naioth?  (19:20 – 23)  ________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON EIGHT 

Lesson Text:  I Samuel 20; 21 

 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS: 

New Moon – New moons were on the first day of the lunar month and observed by Israel as a holy day 

(Num. 28: 11- 15).  Animals would be offered in addition to the daily sacrifice. 

Covenant – An agreement of terms decided between two people or parties. Many times when a covenant 

was made under the Old Law, a sacrifice of an animal would be offered, and those making the  covenant 

would pass between the cut pieces of animal of the sacrifice, and then share a meal to ratify or make the 

covenant legal. (Examples of a covenant under the Old Law: Gen. 31:44 - 54; Ex. 24: 8 – 11; Jer. 34:18) 

Mad – To rave and act as though insane; to speak as though one is not in his right mind. 

 

 

REMEMBER that David fled from Saul in our last lesson.  Saul is still pursuing him in this lesson. 

David fled from Naioth and went to Jonathan.  He asked Jonathan, “What have I done? What is my sin 

before your father that he wants to take my life?” 

Jonathan said, “God forbid this!  You shall not die!  My father tells me whether he is doing something 

great or small, so why would he keep this a secret from me?  It is not so.” 

However, David insisted that it was so and said, “Your father knows I have found favor in your eyes 

and has said, ‘Do not let Jonathan know this lest he be grieved’; but as Jehovah lives and you live, 

there is only a step between me and death.” 

Then Jonathan said, “Whatever your desire is, I will do it for you.” 

David said, “Tomorrow is the new moon and I should not fail to sit at the table with the king.  But, let 

me go so that I can hide myself in the field until the third day in the evening.  If your father misses 

me, tell him that I asked permission to go to Bethlehem my city because there is a yearly sacrifice 

there for all the family.  If he says, ‘It is well’, then your servant will have peace, but if he becomes 

angry, then know that evil is determined by him.  So, be kind to your servant because you have 

brought me into a covenant of Jehovah with you.  If there is any guilt in me, kill me yourself, for why 

should you bring me to your father?” 

Jonathan replied, “Far be it from you!  If I knew that my father determined evil towards you, wouldn’t 

I tell you?” 
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Then David said to Jonathan, “Who will tell me if your father gives you a rough answer?” 

Jonathan said, “Come, let us both go out into the field.” 

So they both went out into the field.  Jonathan said to David, “Jehovah, the God of Israel, is my witness.  

When I have talked to my father tomorrow, or on the third day, if his feelings toward you are good, 

shall I then send you and give you word?  But if it pleases my father to do you harm, let Jehovah harm 

me if I do not tell you and send you away, so that you can go in peace.  May Jehovah be with you, as 

He has been with my father.  If I am still alive, show me the loving kindness of Jehovah so that I will 

not die.  Don’t cut off your kindness from my family forever, not even when Jehovah cuts off every 

one of the enemies of David from the face of the earth.” 

Then Jonathan made a covenant with the family of David.  He said, “May Jehovah require this be kept 

at the hand of David’s enemies.”  Then Jonathan took a solemn oath because of the love he had for 

David, because he loved David as much as he loved his own soul. 

“Tomorrow is the new moon”, said Jonathan, “and you will be missed because your seat will be 

empty.  When the third day comes, go quickly to the place where you decide to hide yourself, and 

remain by the stone Ezel.  I will shoot three arrows to the side of it, as though I am shooting at a mark.  

Look and I will send a boy and tell him to find the arrows.  If I say to the boy, ‘Look, the arrows are on 

this side of you, pick them up.’, then you are to come, for as Jehovah lives there is peace and no danger 

to you.  But, if I say to the boy, ‘Look, the arrows are beyond you’, then go, for Jehovah has sent you 

away.  And as for the matter you and I have spoken of, Jehovah is between you and me forever.” 

So David hid himself in the field.  When the new moon came the king sat down to eat.  The king sat 

as he had done other times, on a seat by the wall.  Jonathan sat opposite of him, and Abner on the 

other side of him.  But, David’s seat was empty.   

Saul did not say anything about David that day.  He thought, “Something has happened to David and 

he is unclean, so could not come.” 

The second day after the new moon came, David’s seat was still empty.  Saul said to Jonathan, “Why 

doesn’t the son of Jesse come to the meal, yesterday or today?” 

Jonathan replied, “David made a request to go to Bethlehem.   He said, ‘Let me go because my family 

makes a sacrifice in the city, and my brother has commanded me to be there.  If I’ve found favor in 

your eyes, let me go and see my brethren.’ So, this is why David has not come to the king’s table.” 

Saul became very angry at Jonathan when he said this, and he said to him, “You are the son of a 

wicked, rebellious woman!  Don’t I know that you have chosen the son of Jesse to your own shame 

and the disgrace of your mother!  As long as David lives, neither you nor your kingdom will be 

established.  Send for him and bring him to me, for he shall surely die.” 

Jonathan answered his father, “Why should he be put to death?  What has he done?” 

At that, Saul hurled a spear at Jonathan to strike him.  By this, Jonathan knew that Saul meant to put 

David to death.  He rose from the table in anger, and ate no food the second day of the month because 

of his grief for David, and because his father had put shame on David. 
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The next morning, Jonathan went to the field where David was hiding.  He had a little boy with him.  

He told the boy to run and find the arrows that he would shoot.  As the boy ran, Jonathan shot an 

arrow beyond him.  When the boy came to the place where the arrow was, Jonathan cried out, “Isn’t 

the arrow beyond you?  Hurry, make haste and do not stay!”  So, the boy gathered up the arrows and 

brought them back to Jonathan.  The boy knew nothing of what was going on between Jonathan and 

David, only they knew because of the plans they had made between each other before.  Jonathan gave 

his weapons to the boy and told him to carry them back to the city. 

As soon as the boy was gone, David came out from where he had been hiding.  He fell on his face to 

the ground and bowed himself three times.  David and Jonathan kissed each other and wept – yet 

David’s grief was greatest. 

Jonathan told David, “Go in peace.  We have both sworn in the name of Jehovah that Jehovah shall be 

between me and you, and between my seed and your seed forever.” 

David left, and Jonathan went back into the city. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What a sad scene!  David and Jonathan both realized that the kingdom will never pass from Saul to Jonathan.  

Normally kingdoms would pass from father to son.  Yet, Jonathan was willing to accept that David was Jehovah’s 

anointed, and in his friendship with David, he helped him escape from the wrath of his own father.  Saul knew of 

their great friendship.  He was angry that Jonathan would choose his friend, who was God’s anointed, over him –

Jonathan’s own father. And Saul didn’t like the fact that Jonathan would never have the kingdom of Israel as his 

own.  This was shameful in Saul’s eyes.   

We can see the grief in Jonathan and David in this story.  Jonathan’s love for his friend whom Jehovah had chosen, 

and his love for his father, whom Jehovah was going to take the kingdom away from.  Saul reminded his son 

Jonathan that as long as David was alive, he would never be king. 

 We see David’s love for his friend, and the grief that he would no longer have the close relationship he’d had with 

him before.  Remember David and Jonathan’s covenant.  David will keep this covenant he made with Jonathan. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

David went to Nob where Ahimelech the priest was.  As Ahimelech came to meet David, Ahimelech 

was trembling.  He asked, “Why are you alone and no one with you?” 

David said, “The king has given me orders and he said to me, ‘Let no one know of the matter on which 

I send you, and what I have commanded you.’ And I have appointed my  servants to a certain place.  

Now, what do you have under your hand?  Give me five loaves of bread, and whatever else is here.” 

Ahimelech the priest said, “I have no common bread here, but there is holy bread, if the young men 

have not defiled themselves.” 

David replied, “Truly, we have not been defiled for three days.  When I left the young men were holy, 

even though it is a common journey.” 

When Ahimelech learned that the men were not defiled, he gave David the holy bread.  The only bread 

there was what had been used before Jehovah in the Tabernacle, to be replaced by other bread. 

(Now, there was a man there named Doeg who was an Edomite and a herdsman for Saul.  He 

overheard what David and Ahimelech discussed.) 
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Then David asked, “Is there not here a sword or a spear?  I have not brought my sword or my weapons 

with me because the king’s business required haste.” 

Ahimelech said, “The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom you killed, is here and wrapped in a cloth 

behind the ephod.  If you will, take that, because it is the only one here.” 

David said, “There is no other sword like that, give it to me.”  Then David rose and fled because he 

was afraid that Saul would find him there.  He went to Achish, the king of Gath. 

When David came to Gath, the servants of Achish said, “Isn’t this David, the king of the land? Didn’t 

they sing to one another in dances about him and say, ‘Saul has killed his thousands, and David his 

ten thousands?’” 

When David heard the men of Gath say these things, he was afraid of Achish, the king of Gath.  He 

changed his behavior before the men and pretended to be mad, making marks on the doors of the 

gate and letting spit run down on his beard. 

King Achish said to his servants, “Look, you see that the man is mad!  Why have you brought him to 

me? Are there not enough mad men that you have brought this fellow to behave as a madman in my 

presence? Shall this fellow come into my house?” 

 

 

 

MEMORY WORK 

Psalm 34:11 - 12 

11  Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

 I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

12  What man is there who desires life 

and loves many days,  

that he may see good? 

 

 

 

Map Work:  Nob; Gath 

 

QUESTIONS  All the answers are in I Samuel. 

 

1.  David told Jonathan, “There is only a step between me and _______________________.” 20:3 
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2.  Did Jonathan believe at first that his father Saul wanted to do evil against David? 20:9 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  What was the covenant that Jonathan made with David?  20:15  ____________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Why did Saul think David had not come to the New Moon feast at first?  20: 26  ___________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  Why did Saul want David killed? I Sam. 18: 6- 7; 20:31  ______________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.  THINK!  Why would it have been wrong for Saul to kill David?  I Sam. 16: 11 – 13  ________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7.  Whose sword did Ahimelech give to David?  21:9  ____________________________________________ 

 

8.  What herdsman of Saul overheard Ahimelech and David talking?  21:7 ____________________ 

 (Remember him – we will meet him again.) 

 

9.  Why did David become afraid in Gath?  21:11 – 12  ___________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10.  What did David pretend in Gath? 21:13  ______________________________________________________ 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON NINE 

Lesson Text:  I Samuel 22; 23:14 

 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS 

Stronghold – A safe place; a place of defense. 

Conspire – To join together to work treason; to act together to commit a crime. 

Ephod -- A breastplate of judgment worn by the high priest.  It contained the Urim and 
Thumin that was used for consulting with Jehovah to ask Him His will. 

 

 

*Remember that David is trying to escape being killed by King Saul.  He went to Gath, but 
pretended to be mad when he heard the servants of the King Achish say some things about him.  
So, he left there.  In this lesson, David is still on the run from King Saul. 

Remember Doeg the Edomite, who overheard what David and Ahimelech discussed.  We’ll see 
what he does with this information in this lesson. 

 

David left Gath and escaped to the cave of Adullam.  When his brothers and the people in his 
father’s house heard that David was there, they went to him.  People who were in distress, in 
debt, or discontented in spirit, went to David while he was at the cave of Adullam.  David 
became captain over these people, and there were about four hundred of them. 

David left the cave of Adullam and went to Mizpeh of Moab.  David wanted to protect his 
parents, so he went to the king of Moab and said, “Please let my father and mother stay with 
you until I know what God will do for me.”  Then he took his parents to the king of Moab, and 
they stayed with him while David was in his stronghold. 

The prophet Gad came to David and said to him, “Don’t go on living in this stronghold.  Leave 
and go to the land of Judah.” 

So, David left and went to the forest of Hereth.  Saul heard that David had been seen, and 
heard of the men that were with David.  One day Saul was sitting at Gibeah under a tamarisk 
tree with a spear in his hand.  All his servants were standing around him.  Saul said to them, 
“Hear now, you people of Benjamin, will the son of Jesse give you fields and vineyards?  Will 
he make you captains of thousands and captains of hundreds that you all have conspired 
against me?   Not one of you told me when my son made a covenant with the son of Jesse.  
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None of you are sorry for me, or told me that my son stirred up my servant against me, and 
to lie in wait, as he is this day.” 

Then Doeg the Edomite, who was standing by the servants of Saul, said, “I saw the son of 
Jesse come to the priest Ahimelech at Nob.  Ahimelech inquired of Jehovah for him, and gave 
him food and the sword of Goliath the Philistine.” 

When Saul heard this, he summoned Ahimelech the priest, all his father’s house, and the 
priests who were at Nob, to come before him.  He said, “Hear me now, you son of Ahitub.” 

Ahimelech said, “Here I am, my lord.” 

Saul said, “Why did you conspire against me, both you and the son of Jesse?  You gave him 
bread and a sword, and inquired of God for him, so that he has risen up and lies in wait for 
me this day?” 

Ahimelech replied, “And who among your servants is so faithful as David, who is your son-
in-law, and the captain of your armed men, and honorable in all your house?  Is today the 
first day I have inquired of God for him?  No!  Let not the king make such a statement against 
his servant, or against my father’s family, because your servant doesn’t know anything about 
this.” 

Saul said to Ahimelech, “You will surely die Ahimelech!  You and all your father’s house!”  
Then Saul turned to the guard who stood near him and said, “Kill the priests of Jehovah 
because they are on David’s side, and because they knew he fled, yet did not tell me.” 

But, the servants of Saul would not kill the priests of Jehovah. 

Then Saul said to Doeg, “You put the priests to death.” 

Doeg turned and killed eighty-five of the priests that day.  He went to the city of Nob and 
killed both men and women, children, oxen, donkeys and sheep.  But, one of the sons of 
Ahimelech, named Abiathar, escaped and ran to tell David that Saul had killed Jehovah’s 
priests. 

David said to Abiathar, “I knew on the day that Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would 
tell Saul.  I have brought about the death of all the persons in your father’s house.  Stay with 
me and don’t be afraid, because the one who seeks my life seeks yours.    You will be safe with 
me.” 

~~~~~ 

Word came to David that the Philistines were fighting against Keilah, and they were taking 
the grain from the threshing floors.  David inquired of Jehovah about this and said, “Shall I go 
attack these Philistines?” 

Jehovah said, “Go, attack the Philistines, and save Keilah.” 

David’s men were afraid to go to this fight.  They said, “We are afraid even here in Judah.  
How much more will we be afraid if we go to Keilah to fight the armies of the Philistines?” 

When David saw the fear of his men, he inquired of Jehovah again.  Jehovah answered him, 
“Get up and go down to Keilah because I will deliver the Philistines into your hand.” 

So, David and his men went to Keilah and fought with the Philistines.  He took away their 
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cattle and killed them with a great slaughter.   And he saved the people of Keilah.  Abiathar 
the priest came to David at Keilah with the ephod in his hand. 

News came to Saul that David was at Keilah, so he went to besiege David and his men there.  
David knew that Saul was planning to do him harm, so he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring 
the ephod here.” 

Then David prayed to Jehovah.  He said, “O Jehovah, the God of Israel, Your servant has heard 
that Saul is coming to Keilah to destroy the city because of me.  Will the men of Keilah 
surrender me to him? Will Saul come as I have heard?  O Jehovah, God of Israel, I beseech You 
to tell me.” 

Jehovah replied, “He will come down.” 

Then David prayed, “Will the men of Keilah surrender me and my men to Saul?” 

Jehovah said, “They will surrender you.” 

So, David and his six-hundred men left Keilah, and they went wherever they could find to go.  
Saul was told that David had escaped Keilah, so he did not go there. 

Meanwhile, David stayed in strongholds in the wilderness, and in the hill country of the 
wilderness of Ziph.  Saul searched for David every day, but God did not give David into his 
hands. 

 

 

MEMORY WORK 

Psalm 34:11 - 13 

11  Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

 I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

12  What man is there who desires life 

and loves many days,  

that he may see good? 
*NEW  13  Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit. 

 

 

 

Fill-in-the-Blanks 

1. When David left Gath he escaped to the cave of _____________________________________. 

2. David became captain over __________________ men. 

3. David took his parents to the king of __________________________ for protection. 

4. The prophet __________________ told David to leave and go to the land of Judah. 
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5. ____________________ the Edomite told Saul that David had gone to Ahimelech to inquire 
of Jehovah. 

6. Saul told his men to kill the priests of _________________________ because they were on 
David’s side. 

7. _________________________ killed 85 priests for Saul. 

8. ________________________ escaped and ran to tell David that Saul had killed Jehovah’s 
priests. 

9. David inquired of _________________________________ whether to attack the Philistines. 

10.  David saved the people of ______________________________________. 

11.  __________________________________ came to Keilah with the ___________________________ in his 
hand. 

12.  Jehovah told David that the men of _________________________ would surrender to him. 

13.  Saul searched for ______________________ every day, but God did not give him into his 
hands. 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON TEN 

Lesson Text:  I Samuel 23:15 – 24:22 

 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS 

Sheepcote – A hedge or fenced in enclosure. 

“cover his feet” – This phrase refers to one who relieves himself by, as we would say, 

“using the bathroom”. 

Avenge – To punish or take revenge. 

 

 

David was in the wilderness of Ziph in a forest, and he saw that Saul was seeking his life.   

Jonathan, Saul’s son, came to David and made his hands strong in God.  He told David, “Do 

not be afraid.  Saul, my father, will not find you, and you will be king over Israel.  I shall be 

next to you, and my father Saul knows this.” 

Then Jonathan and David made a covenant before Jehovah.  David stayed in the forest and 

Jonathan went back home. 

Meanwhile, the people called Ziphites went to Saul, who was in Gibeah, and said, “David is 

hiding among us in the strongholds in the forest, in the hill of Hachilah south of the desert.  

Now, O king, come down because we have what your soul desires, and we’ll deliver him into 

the king’s hands.” 

Saul said, “May you be blessed of Jehovah because you had compassion on me.  Go and make 

sure where his place is, and of those who have seen him there, because it has been told to me 

that he is very cunning.  Get knowledge of all his hiding places, and come tell me with 

certainty.  Then I will go with you.  If he is in the land, I will search him out among all the 

thousands who live in Judah.” 

The Ziphites left Saul and went back to Ziph ahead of him.  But David and his men were in 

the wilderness of Maon, in the Arabah south of Jeshimon. 

Saul and his men went to seek David.  David was told that Saul sought him, so he went to the 

rock in the wilderness of Maon.  Saul pursued him there.  He went to one side of the mountain, 



UNITED KINGDOM I Page 45 
 

and David and his men were on the other side of the mountain.  David hurried to get away 

because he was afraid.  Saul and his men were making a circle around David in order to 

capture them. 

But, as this was happening, a man came to Saul with a message.  The message said, “Come 

quickly because the Philistines have invaded the land.  Saul quit pursuing David and went to 

fight against the Philistines.  

David left and went to the strongholds of Engedi. 

As Saul came back from fighting the Philistines, he was told that David was in Engedi. 

Saul picked out three-thousand of his chosen men, and they went to seek David.  He and his 

men went out on the rocks where the wild goats lived.  He came to the sheepcotes where 

there was a cave.  Saul went into the cave to cover his feet. 

While Saul was in the cave, David and his men were hidden in the innermost parts of the 

cave.  David’s men said to David, “Look, this is the day Jehovah said to you that He would 

deliver your enemy into your hands.  You can do to him whatever seems good for you to do.” 

David got up, and as Saul was sitting there, he cut a corner of Saul’s robe off without him 

having any knowledge of David’s presence.  

 After David did this, his heart hurt him because he had cut off Saul’s robe.  David said to his 

men, “Jehovah forbid that I should do this thing to my master, Jehovah’s anointed.  I cannot 

put my hand against him because he is Jehovah’s anointed.” 

When David said this, his men were persuaded not to rise up against Saul.  Saul rose up and 

went on his way out of the cave having no knowledge of David and his men there. 

David also went out of the cave and he cried out after Saul saying, “My lord, the king!” 

Saul looked behind him, and David bowed to the ground giving honor to Saul.  David said, 

“Why do you listen to men who say, ‘David seeks your harm’?  Behold, your eyes can see how 

Jehovah delivered you into my hand in the cave.  Some wanted me to kill you, but I spared 

you.  I said, ‘I will not put forth my hand against my lord; for he is Jehovah’s anointed.’” 

“Moreover, see the corner of your robe in my hand?  I cut off your robe and did not kill you.  

Can you see there is no evil purpose in my hand?  I have not sinned against you, although you 

hunt my life to take it.  May Jehovah judge between me and you, and may Jehovah avenge 

me of you.  But my hand will not be upon you.” 

“After whom has the king of Israel come out?  Whom do you pursue?  After a dead dog?  After 

a flea?  May Jehovah be the judge, and judge between me and you, and see and plead my 

cause, and deliver me from your hand.” 

As David finished speaking to Saul, Saul said, “Is this your voice, my son David?”  Then he 

lifted up his voice and began to cry.  He said, “You are more righteous than I am because you 
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have given me good, but I have given you evil.  For if a man finds his enemy, will he let him 

get away safe?  May Jehovah reward you with good for what you have done unto me this day.  

Now, I know that you will surely be king, and the kingdom of Israel will be established in 

your hand.  Swear now to me, before Jehovah, that you will not cut off my offspring or destroy 

my name out of my father’s house.” 

David swore this unto Saul, and Saul went home.  But David and his men went back to their 

stronghold. 

 

MEMORY WORK 

Psalm 34:11 - 13 

11  Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

 I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

12  What man is there who desires life 

and loves many days,  

that he may see good? 
13  Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit. 

 

 

MAP WORK: Gibeah, Ziph, Arabah, Engedi 

 

Fill-in-the-Blanks 

 

WORD BANK (SOME WORDS CAN BE USED MORE THAN ONCE):  David, Saul, Jonathan, 
Ziphites, Jehovah, David’s men 

1. David knew that _______________________ was seeking his life. 

2. The ____________________________ told Saul that David was hiding in the strongholds of 
the forest. 

3. __________________________ and David made a covenant with Jehovah. 

4. _______________________ received a message that the Philistines had invaded the land. 

5. _______________________ cut off the corner of Saul’s robe without his knowledge. 

6. __________________________________ were persuaded not to kill Saul when David said he 
could not kill Jehovah’s anointed.  

7. David told Saul that _________________________________ would avenge him of Saul. 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON ELEVEN 

REVIEW 

 

Think!! 

Think about the following questions and answer them in your own words: 

1. Why was Israel’s decision to have a king a bad decision?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What wrong attitudes did Saul let come into his heart that caused God to take his 

kingdom away?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How could David fight Goliath without fear?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Explain: “Man looks at the outward appearance, but Jehovah looks at the heart.”  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

True or False 

1. _____  Israel wanted a king to judge them like all the other nations. 

2. _____  God was happy for Israel to have a King. 

3. _____  Wanting a physical king meant that Israel rejected their spiritual King, God. 

4. _____  The Philistines were the Israelite’s friends. 

5. _____  Samuel anointed Saul as the first king of Israel. 
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6. _____  In the battle with the Philistines, Saul made an oath that any man who ate food 

before evening would be cursed. 

7. _____  God was pleased with Israel when they at the animals with the blood. 

8. _____  Samuel told Saul to utterly destroy the Amalekites. 

9. _____  Saul utterly destroyed Amalek. 

10. _____  Because Saul did not utterly destroy Amalek, Jehovah rejected him from being 

King. 

11. _____  Jehovah wanted Samuel to look at a man’s appearance when he chose a new 

king for Israel. 

12. _____  Samuel told Saul that to obey was better than sacrifice. 

13. _____  Goliath was a giant in the Israelite army. 

14. _____  Goliath defied the armies of the Living God. 

15. _____  David wore the armor Saul gave him to kill the giant. 

16. _____  Jehovah gave the giant into David’s and Israel’s hand. 

17. _____  Saul became angry when he heard the women of Israel sing, “Saul has killed his 

thousands, and David has killed his ten thousands.” 

18. _____  David and Jonathan were good friends. 

19. _____  David pretended to be mad before the king of Gath. 

20. _____  Doeg the Edomite repeated what he heard between David and the priest 

Ahimelech. 

21. _____  Saul told Doeg to kill Jehovah’s priests. 

22. _____  David had opportunity to kill Saul in the cave, but only cut off the corner of 

Saul’s robe. 

23. _____ David would not kill Saul because he was Jehovah’s anointed. 

 

Review and be able to say your MEMORY WORK: 

Psalm 32:10 

I Sam. 12:24 

Psalm 34: 11 – 13 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON TWELVE 

Lesson Text:  I Samuel 25 - 26 

 

Vocabulary Words 

Rail -  To defy, taunt, or scoff.  To utter reproaches to. 

Wall -  Protection 

Folly -  Foolish, but more than foolish – wickedness, vile, and shameless. 

Avenge – To take satisfaction by punishing one who injures; inflicting pain or injury on the 

evildoer. To avenge, (or vengeance) belongs to God, not man (Rom. 12:19; Heb. 10:30). 

 

 The prophet Samuel died and all Israel gathered together to weep and mourn for him.  They 

buried him in his house at Ramah. 

David went to the wilderness of Paran.   

Now, there was a rich man in Maon named Nabal who had three thousand sheep and a 

thousand goats.  He was shearing his sheep in Carmel.   

Nabal had a wife named Abigail, and she was a beautiful woman who had good 

understanding.  Nabal was a man who was cruel and evil in his ways.  He was at the house of 

Caleb.   

While David was in the wilderness, he heard that Nabal was shearing his sheep.  So David 

chose ten young men and told them, “Go up to Carmel to Nabal and greet him in my name.  

Say to him, ‘May you, your house have peace, as well as all you have.  We hear you have 

shearers.  Your shepherds have been with us, and we have done them no harm.  They will 

tell you this themselves if you ask them.  Now, please let my young men find favor in your 

eyes and please give them whatever food you have on hand and also to your son David.’” 

David’s men spoke all these words to Nabal in David’s name, then they waited for Nabal’s 

response.  Nabal answered them, “Who is David? Who is the son of Jesse?  There are many 

servants these days who run away from their masters.  Am I to take the bread and water, and 

meat that I have killed for my shearers, and give it to men who come from I don’t know 

where?” 
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When Nabal said this, David’s men turned away and went back to David to tell him what 

Nabal said.  When David heard Nabal’s response to his request, he told his men, “ Every man 

strap on his sword!” 

All of David’s men strapped on their swords, and David strapped on his as well.  Then David 

took four hundred men, leaving two hundred of his men to watch over their goods. 

Now one of David’s young men had spoken to Nabal’s wife Abigail.  He said, “Behold, David 

sent messengers out of the wilderness to greet our master and he railed at them.  But, his 

men were very good to us and we suffered no harm, neither did we miss anything while we 

were with them in the fields.  They were like a wall to us night and day while we  were with 

them keeping the sheep.” 

“Now, consider what you will do, because harm is in store for our master and all his 

household because Nabal is such a worthless man that one cannot speak to him.” 

When Abigail heard this, she quickly took two-hundred loaves of bread, two bottles of wine, 

five sheep ready to be cooked, five measures of dry grain, a hundred clusters of raisins, two 

hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on donkeys to be carried to David.  She said to her young 

servants, “Go on before me, I am coming after you.”  But she told none of this to Nabal her 

husband. 

As Abigail road on her donkey going under the cover of the mountain, suddenly David’s men 

came face to face with her. 

(Earlier, David had said, “Surely in vain I have guarded all that belonged to Nabal in the 

wilderness so that he had no loss of what was his.  And he has only given me evil for the good I 

did him.  May God punish the enemies of David, if by morning I leave one male who belongs to 

him.”) 

When Abigail saw David and his men, she quickly got down from her donkey and fell before 

him with her face to the ground.  She fell at David’s feet and said, “On me alone, my lord, let 

this sin be.  Please let your handmaid speak to you and hear my words.  Do not regard this 

worthless fellow Nabal.  Folly is with him.  But I did not see the young men that you sent.  

Now, as Jehovah lives, and as you live, and seeing that Jehovah has kept you from shedding 

blood, avenging yourself, please let your enemies and those who seek to do you evil be as 

Nabal.  Please let this offering your servant has brought you be given to the young men who 

follow you.  And forgive, I pray, the sin of your handmaid, because Jehovah will make my lord 

a sure house, and because my lord fights the battles of Jehovah.  Evil shall not be found in you 

all your days.  Yet, if men rise up to pursue you, you will be bound in the care of Jehovah thy 

God.  When the Lord has done good to you and appointed you prince over Israel, you will 

have no cause of grief or conscience because you shed blood without cause.” 

When Abigail was through speaking, David said, “May Jehovah, the God of Israel, who sent 

you to meet me this day be blessed.  Blessed by your advice, and blessed are you for keeping 
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me from shedding blood this day, and avenging myself with my own hand.  Jehovah has kept 

me from hurting you.  If you had not hurried to meet me, there would not have been one male 

left that belonged to Nabal by morning.” 

Then David received the food Abigail brought and told her to go back home in peace.  He said, 

“I have heard you and grant what you want.” 

When Abigail returned home, Nabal was having a great feast in his house like a king.  He was 

drunk and very merry, so she told him nothing.  The next morning when Nabal was sober, 

she told him what had happened with David and his men, and all the heart went out of him 

and he became as a stone. 

Ten days later, Jehovah struck Nabal so that he died.  When David heard he was dead he said, 

“Blessed be Jehovah who has avenged the insult I received from Nabal, and kept me from 

doing wrong.”  Then David sent word to Abigail* that he desired to have her for a wife. 

David’s servants came to her and said, “David has sent us to take you to him for a wife.” 

Abigail got up and then bowed her with her face to the ground.  She said, “Behold, just let 

your handmaid wash the feet of my lord’s servants.” 

She hurried and mounted a donkey.  She took five maids to attend her, and she followed 

David’s servants to become David’s wife. 

 

*Now David has three wives.  Michal, the daughter of Saul, Abigail, Nabal’s wife, and  Ahinoam 

of Jezreel. 

 

 

Now Saul was at Gibeah and the Ziphites came to him and told him that David was in the 

wilderness of Ziph.  So, Saul took 3,000 men of Israel and went to find him.  He camped before 

he got to Jeshimon.  Meanwhile, David sent out spies who saw that Saul was coming after 

him.   

David came close to the camp where Saul was sleeping and Saul’s men were sleeping all 

around him.  David said to Ahimelech and Abishai, “Who will go with me to Saul in the camp?” 

Abishai replied, “I will go with you.” 

That night Saul was sleeping surrounded by his men with his sword stuck in the ground by 

his head.  As David and Abishai went into the camp, Abishai said to David, “God has given 

your enemy into your hand, please let me pin him to the earth with one stroke of the sword.  

I will not strike him twice.” 
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But David said, “Don’t destroy him.  Who can put his hand against Jehovah’s anointed and be 

guiltless?  Either Jehovah will strike him, or his day to die will come, or he will perish in battle.  

But Jehovah forbid that I should put my hand against Jehovah’s anointed.  Take the sword at 

his head and the jar of water and let us go.” 

David took the sword and jar, and no one knew they had been in the camp because a deep 

sleep from Jehovah was on all of them.  Then David stood on the top of a mountain with a 

great space between him and Saul’s camp and cried out to them, “Will you not answer 

Abner?” 

Abner answered, “Who is crying out to the king?” 

David replied, “Aren’t you a man of war?  Is anyone like you in Israel? Why haven’t you kept 

watch over my lord, the king? One of the people came in to destroy the king.  You are worthy 

to die because you did not keep watch over the king, Jehovah’s anointed.  Now, look to see 

where the king’s sword and jar of water is that was at his head.” 

Saul recognized David’s voice and said, “Is that your voice, David my son?” 

David said, “It is my voice, my lord, O king.  Why are you pursuing me, for what have I done 

and what evil is in me?  Now listen to your servant.  If the Jehovah stirred you up against me, 

let Him accept an offering.  But if men stirred you up, they are cursed before Jehovah because 

they have driven me out, keeping me from having my place.  Now, don’t let my blood fall to 

the earth before Jehovah for the king of Israel is seeking a flea, like one seeking birds on the 

mountain.” 

Saul said, “I have sinned, my son David, and will do you no harm because my life was precious 

in your eyes.  I have acted foolishly.” 

Then David said, “O King, let one of your men come over to take your sword.  Jehovah gave 

you into my hand today, and I would not kill the Lord’s anointed.  As your life was precious 

to me, my life is precious to Jehovah.  Let Him save me from my troubles.” 

Saul said, “Blessed be you my son David. You will do great things and succeed.” 

So David went on his way, and Saul returned to his place. 

 

DID YOU NOTICE?  David had now had more than one opportunity to kill King Saul, but he 

would not.  David respected Jehovah’s will and trusted in Him to take care of him, and do His 

will regarding Saul. Psalm 63 is a psalm David wrote when he was in the wilderness of Judah. 

 

MAP WORK:  Regions of Wilderness of Paran and Wilderness of Ziph, Gibeah 
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MEMORY WORK 

Psalm 34:11 - 14 

11  Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

 I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

12  What man is there who desires life 

and loves many days,  

that he may see good? 
13  Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit. 

NEW*     14 Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.  
 

 

WHO SAID IT? 

NABAL, ABIGAIL, DAVID, SAUL, DAVID’S SERVANTS, ABISHAI, ABNER 

 

1. _____________________  “Now, consider what you will do, because harm is in store for our 

master and all his household because Nabal is such a worthless man that one cannot 

speak to him.”  

2. ____________________  “Who is David? Who is the son of Jesse?” 

3.  ____________________  “Now, look to see where the king’s sword and jar of water is that 

was at his head.” 

4. ____________________   “Please let your handmaid speak to you and hear my words.  Do 

not regard this worthless fellow Nabal.  Folly is with him.” 

5. ____________________  “Jehovah has kept me from hurting you.  If you had not hurried to 

meet me, there would not have been one male left that belonged to Nabal by morning.” 

6. ____________________  “God has given your enemy into your hand, please let me pin him 

to the earth with one stroke of the sword.  I will not strike him twice.” 

7. ____________________  “ Who is crying out to the king?” 

8. ____________________ “ Why haven’t you kept watch over my lord, the king?” 

9. ____________________  “Is that your voice, David my son?” 

10. ____________________  “Why are you pursuing me, for what have I done and what evil is in 

me?” 

11. ____________________  “Blessed be you my son David. You will do great things and 

succeed.”  
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON THIRTEEN 

Lesson Text:  I Samuel 27; I Chronicles 12:  1- 8; I Samuel 28 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS 

Raid -  To invade and plunder of goods. 

Lion -  The lion symbolized bravery, might and royalty. 

Gazelle -  An animal noted for swiftness and beauty. 

Medium -  Someone who professed to be able to call up the dead to answer questions.  This was 

against Jehovah God’s laws. 

Wizards – Someone involved in magic and divination who was opposed to Jehovah.  Jehovah told 

Israel in Deut. 18:10 and Exodus 22:18 that people who practiced such were not be allowed to live. 

Familiar Spirit -  The spirit of a dead person; consulting the dead. A medium would claim to talk to 

a “familiar spirit” by using ventriloquism.   Lev. 20:6 forbade God’s people doing these things.  

 

 

David said to himself, “One day I will perish by the hand of Saul.  The best thing I can do is go 

to the land of the Philistines, then Saul will give up hope of seeking me within the borders of 

Israel.  This is how I will escape out of his hand.” 

So, David took his 600 men and went to Achish, the king of Gath.  David lived there with his 

two wives Ahinoam and Abigail. 

When Saul learned that David was in Gath, he no longer looked for him. 

David said to King Achish, “If I’ve found grace in your eyes, let me be given one the smaller 

towns in your land to live in, because why should your servant be living in the royal city with 

you?” 

So, Achish gave the city of Ziklag to David.  David lived there for a year and four months.  He 

and his men made raids on the Geshurites, the Gerzites, and the Amalekites.  When David 

would strike he would not leave man or woman alive, but he would bring the sheep, donkeys, 

camels and garments back to Achish.   

Whenever Achish would ask David, “Where have you made a raid today?”, David would say, 

“Against the south of Judah” or “Against the Negeb of the Jerahmeelites”, or “Against the 
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Negeb of the Kenites”.   David would not leave man or woman alive in the places he raided 

because he did not want them to tell Achish what he had done.  David did this the entire time 

he lived in the country of the Philistines, and Achish trusted David.  Achish thought, “David 

has made himself hated by all of Israel, so he will always be my servant.” 

~~~ 

While David was living at Ziklag, he could not move about freely because of Saul, so mighty 

men came to David.  These men were armed with bows and arrows.  They could sling stones 

with their right and left hands.  These men were from the tribe of Benjamin and were Saul’s 

kinsmen.  The men who came to David stayed with him in his stronghold in the wilderness. 

They were mighty men and warriors who could handle shields and spears.  Their faces were 

like the faces of lions, and they were swift as gazelles upon the mountains. 

David went out to meet these mighty men and said, “If you have come to help me in 

friendship, my heart will be joined to you.  But, if you betray me to my enemies, even though 

I have done no wrong, then may the God of our fathers see and rebuke you.” 

The chief captain of these thirty men was Amasai.  Amasai said, “We are yours, O David, and 

on your side.  Peace be to you and to your helpers.  For your God helps you.” 

So, David received these men and made them captains of the band of soldiers. 

~~~ 

By this time, Samuel had died and all of Israel mourned for him.  They buried him in Ramah. 

Saul put all the mediums and wizards out of the land. 

In those days, the Philistines gathered their forces to fight Israel.  King Achish said to David, 

“Know for certain that you and your men are to go out with me and fight.” 

David said to Achish, “You will see what your servant will do.” 

Achish said, “I will make you my bodyguard forever.” 

The Philistines put all their forces together at Shunem, and Saul put his army at Gilboa.  But 

when Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he became afraid.  He inquired of Jehovah but 

Jehovah did not answer Saul.  So, Saul told his servants, “Seek out a woman who is a medium 

so I can inquire of her what to do.” 

Saul’s servants said, “There is a medium at Endor.” 

Saul disguised himself by putting on another garment, then he and two men went to the 

woman at night.  Saul told the woman, “By a familiar spirit bring up the person I name to 

you.” 
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The woman, not knowing it was Saul she was speaking to, said, “Surely you know that Saul 

has cut off the mediums and wizards out of the land.  Why are you laying a trap to bring 

about my death?” 

Saul said, “As Jehovah lives, you will not be punished for this thing.” 

Then the woman said, “Whom shall I bring up for you?” 

Saul replied, “Bring up Samuel.” 

When the woman saw Samuel she began to cry with a loud voice, “Why have you deceived 

me?  You are Saul.” 

Saul said, “Don’t be afraid.  What did you see?” 

The woman said, “I see a god coming up out of the earth.” 

Saul said, “What is his appearance?” 

The woman said, “An old man comes up wearing a robe and a mantle.” 

Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he bowed with his face to the ground.  Samuel said to 

Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?” 

Saul said, “I am in great distress.  The Philistines are making war against me, and God is 

departed from me and does not answer me any more by prophets or by dreams.  Therefore, 

I have called you to tell me what to do.” 

Samuel replied, “Why do you ask me since Jehovah has departed from you and become your 

enemy? Jehovah has done to you as He spoke to me.  He has torn the kingdom out of your 

hand and given it to your neighbor David.  He did this because you did not obey Jehovah’s 

voice and carry out His wrath on Amalek.  Jehovah will give Israel and you into the Philistine’s 

hand.  Tomorrow, you and your sons will be with me, and Jehovah will give the army of Israel 

into the hand of the Philistines.” 

When Saul heard this, he fell at once full length upon the ground.  He was filled with fear 

because of what Samuel had told him.  He had no strength, for he had not eaten that day or 

night.  When the woman saw that Saul was terrified, she came to him and said, “I have obeyed 

you and put my life in your hand.  Now, listen to me.  Let me give you a little bread and food.  

Eat it so you may have strength when you go on your way.” 

Saul refused her and said, “I will not eat.” 

But Saul’s servants and the woman urged him until he listened to them.  He got up and sat 

upon the bed.  The woman killed a fatted calf that she had.  She made unleavened bread.  

Then she brought the food she had made and put it before Saul and his servants.  They ate 

the food and went away that night. 
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MAP WORK:  Gath, Ziklag 

DID YOU NOTICE?  Saul put all the mediums and wizards out of the land.  This was in obedience to God’s laws.  But 

when Saul could not get a response from God, he broke the very laws he had previously upheld for God, and went to a medium.  

Saul seemed to think that he was above doing what God commanded.  Samuel reminded him of this when his spirit told him 

that he had not obeyed God concerning Amalek.  Saul served God only when it served his own purposes. 

Can we disobey God the same way Saul did?  We certainly can!  When we know what God’s will is, but purposefully disobey it 

anyway, we are being like Saul. We cannot “pick and choose” the laws of God we want to obey.  God wants them ALL to be 

obeyed.  God punished Saul for his disobedience, and He will punish us also if we do not repent. 

 

MEMORY WORK 

Psalm 34:11 – 14 

11  Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

 I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

12  What man is there who desires life 

and loves many days,  

that he may see good? 
13  Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit. 

   14 Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.  
 

USE YOUR BIBLE 

1.  Why did David go to Achish?  (I Sam. 27:1)  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How long did David live in the land of the Philistines?  ( I Sam. 27:7)  __________________________________ 

3. Why did David leave no survivors in the cities he raided?  (I Sam. 27:11)  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What tribe were the mighty men from who came to David? (I Chron. 12:2) _________________________ 

5. What two animals were these mighty men compared to? (I Chron. 12:8)  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.  Why did Saul want to inquire of God?  (I Sam. 28:5)  ______________________________________________________ 

7. Why did Jehovah God not listen to Saul? (I Sam. 28:18)   

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Why did the medium of Endor think her life in danger? ( I Sam. 28:9)   

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What was God going to do because of Saul’s sin? (I Sam. 28:19)  ________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10.  What had God become to Saul? (I Sam. 28:16)  ____________________________________________________________ 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON FOURTEEN 

Lesson Text:  I Samuel 29 – 31 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS 

Adversary – An enemy or opponent. 

Weep - To cry with tears; to lament. 

Ephod – A breastplate of judgment worn by the High Priest.  It was made of linen and hung from the 

neck of the priest over his other garments.  Attached to the Ephod was a breastplate of gold with 

twelve precious stones that represented the twelve tribes of Israel.  Inside the ephod were the Urim 

and Thummin.  In some manner, the High priest would consult the Urim and Thummin when an 

answer from Jehovah was required.   

Spoil – Things of value that an army would take away from battle that belonged to the opposing army; 

things taken by force in battle. 

Twilight - Evening 

 

 

All the Philistines were gathering their armies at Aphek.  The Israelites had their army by the 

fountain that is at Jezreel.  The lords of the Philistines led their armies by the hundreds and 

thousands, while David and his men were following in the rear with King Achish. 

The commanders of the Philistine armies said, “Why are these Hebrews here?”  And Achish 

told them, “Isn’t this David, the servant of King Saul of Israel, who has been with me these 

days and years.  I have found no fault in David from the time he came to me until this day.” 

But the commanders of the Philistines were angry with Achish and said, “Make David go back 

to the place that you have appointed for him.  He will not go to battle with us because he may 

become an adversary to us during the battle.  Isn’t this the David of whom the Hebrews sang, 

“Saul has killed his thousands and David his ten-thousands.”? 

So Achish called for David and told him, “As Jehovah lives, you have been honest, and it seems 

good to me that you should march out with me.  I’ve found nothing wrong in you since the 

day you came to me until this day. Nevertheless, the commanders of the Philistines do not 

approve of you.  Now return and go in peace so that you won’t displease them.” 
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David said, “But what have I done? What have you seen in me that I cannot go and fight 

against the enemies of you, my lord and king?” 

Achish replied, “I know you are as good as an angel of God, but the commanders of the 

Philistines have said that you are not to go into battle with us.  Now, get up early with the 

servants who are with you, and depart as soon as you have morning light.” 

So, David left with his men the next morning to return to the land of the Philistines, and the 

Philistines went to Jezreel. 

Now when David and his men were coming into Ziklag on the third day back, the Amalekites 

attacked the Negeb and Ziklag, and they burned Ziklag with fire.  The Amalekites took the 

women of Ziklag captive, as well as everyone else who was there.  They did not kill anyone, 

but carried everyone away with them. 

David and his men came to the city and found that it had been burned with fire.  Their wives 

and sons and daughters had been taken captive as well.  This upset David and his men so 

much that they began to weep, and they wept until they had no more strength in them to 

weep any longer. 

Among the prisoners of Amalek were David’s two wives Ahinoam and Abigail.  David became 

very distressed because the people began to speak of stoning him.  Every man was grieving 

for his sons and daughters.  But David encouraged himself in turning to Jehovah his God.  He 

went to Abiathar the priest and said, “I beseech you, bring me the ephod.” 

Abiathar brought the ephod to David.  Then David asked the Jehovah, “Shall I pursue this 

troop? Shall I overtake them?” 

Jehovah answered, “Pursue, for you will overtake them, and will be able to rescue 

everything.” 

So, David left with his 600 men and went to the brook Besor.  Two-hundred of his men were 

too exhausted to cross the brook and go on, so David took the remaining four-hundred men 

and continued on.  As they journeyed, David’s men came upon an Egyptian man in the field.  

They took the man to David.  They gave him bread, figs, raisins, and water to drink.  The man 

had had no food for three days and nights, so after he was revived David asked him, “To 

whom do you belong? Where are you from?” 

The young Egyptian said, “I am a servant of an Amalekite.  My master left me three days ago 

because I was sick. We attacked the country of the Cherethites that belongs to Judah, and the 

Negeb south of Caleb.  We burned Ziklag with fire.” 

David asked the Egyptian slave, “Will you take me to this band of soldiers?” 

The Egyptian said, “Swear to me by God that you will not kill me, or deliver me to my master, 

and I will take you there.” 
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The Egyptian led David and his men to the Amalekites.  They found the army of Amalekites 

spread out over the ground and they were eating and drinking and dancing.  They feasted 

because of the great spoil they had taken from the land of the Philistines and from the land 

of Judah. 

David began fighting the Amalekites in the twilight until the evening of the next day. None 

of the Amalekites escaped David’s army except for 400 men who got on their camels and fled.  

David recovered everything that Amalek had taken, including his two wives.  Nothing was 

missing.  David brought back everything. 

The people drove the flocks and herds ahead of David and his army and said, “This is David’s 

spoil.” 

 The two-hundred men who had been too exhausted to go with him and had stayed at the 

brook Besor, went out to meet David and the rest of the army.  David greeted them as they 

came near.  But there were some wicked worthless men who had gone with David and they 

began to say, “Because these men did not go with us, they can have none of the spoil, only 

their wives and children that each man can lead home.” 

David did not like this.  He said to the wicked men, “You are not to do this with what Jehovah 

has given us, my brothers.  Jehovah has kept us safe and delivered Amalek unto our hands.  

Who will listen to you about this matter?  The share of spoil for those who went to battle is 

the same for those who stayed.”  (This became a law in Israel from the time of this battle on.) 

When David came to Ziklag he sent some of the spoil to the elders of Judah, and to his friends.  

He said, “See, a present for you from the spoil of the enemies of Jehovah.”  He sent these gifts 

to cities in Judah where he had hidden from Saul. 

 

~~~ 

 

While David was fighting Amalek, the Philistines were fighting against Saul and the men of 

Israel.  Many of the Israelites fled from the Philistines, and many of them were killed at Mount 

Gilboa.  As the Philistines overtook Saul and his sons, three of Saul’s sons were killed – 

Jonathan, Malchi-shua, and Abinadab. 

Saul became wounded during the battle and his archers found him.  Saul told his armor 

bearer, “Take out your sword and thrust it through me before these uncircumcised men 

come and thrust me through or mistreat me.” 

But, Saul’s armor-bearer would not do this because he was afraid.  When he would not do it, 

Saul took his own sword and fell upon it.  When his armor-bearer saw that King Saul was 

dead, he fell upon his own sword and died with Saul. 
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Men on the other side of the Jordan Valley saw that army of Israel was fleeing, and that Saul 

and his sons were dead, so they came out of their cities and fled also.  The Philistines came 

and lived in the cities that they abandoned. 

The next day when the Philistines came to strip what was valuable off the dead bodies, they 

found Saul and his son’s bodies on Mount Gilboa. They cut off Saul’s head, took off his armor, 

and sent messengers to the land of the Philistines carrying good news about this to their gods 

and the people. 

They put Saul’s armor in the temple of Ashtaroth, and fastened Saul’s body to the wall of 

Beth-shan. 

When the people who lived at Jabesh-gilead heard what the Philistines had done to Saul, 

valiant men of that city traveled all night to get the bodies of Saul’s sons, and the body of Saul 

from the wall of Beth-shan.  Then they went back to Jabesh-gilead and burned their bodies 

there.  They buried their bones under a tree in Jabesh-gilead, and fasted for seven days. 

Saul did not seek guidance from Jehovah, so the Lord turned the kingdom over to David. 

 

MEMORY WORK 

Psalm 34:11 – 15 

11  Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

 I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

12  What man is there who desires life 

and loves many days,  

that he may see good? 
13  Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit. 

   14 Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.  
*NEW 15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous and his ears toward their cry.  

 

 

QUESTIONS 

1.  Where did the Philistines gather their armies?  ___________________________________________ 

2. What did the Philistine commanders ask Achish about David and his men?  ____________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What were the Philistines afraid of concerning David?  ___________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4.  Did Achish let David and his men go to battle with them?  ________________________________ 

5. What kind of things did David and his men find as they came back to Ziklag?  ___________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What did David and his men begin to do when they saw the destruction of Ziklag and 

missed their wives and children?   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What did the people begin to say they would do to David?  _______________________________ 

8. Who did David turn to for help?  ____________________________________________________________ 

9. How did David enquire of Jehovah?  ________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What did Jehovah tell David?  _______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Who did David’s men find as they went to battle Amalek?  ________________________________ 

12. Did the Egyptian lead David and his men to the Amalekites?  _____________________________ 

13. How much did David and his men recover from the Amalekites?  ________________________ 

14. How did 400 of the Amalekites escape?  ____________________________________________________ 

15. What kind of men were there in David’s army that did not want to share the spoil with 

the 200 men who had stayed at Besor?  ____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

16. Who had kept David safe and delivered Amalek into their hands?  _______________________ 

17. Who was killed in Saul’s battle with the Philistines?  ______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

18. How did Saul die?  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

19. Who went to get the bodies of Saul and his sons?  __________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

20. Who became king after Saul’s death?  ______________________________________________________ 

 

THOUGHT QUESTIONS:   

When David’s men were ready to stone him, to whom did he turn to for help?  __________________ 

When we have trouble in our lives, to whom should WE turn to for help?  _______________________ 

Why did Saul die? (I Chron. 1: 13 – 14)  ______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON FIFTEEN 

Lesson Text:  2 Samuel 1; 2 Samuel 2 

VOCABULARY WORDS: 

Anguish – Agony; intense pain; extreme pain of body or mind. 

Sojourner – One who is a stranger in a land; an alien; a temporary inhabitant of a land. 

Lamentation -  A song of mourning for the dead. 

Valiant – Having strength and honor. 

Gazelle – An animal that is a kind of antelope.  They are very swift and beautiful. 

Arabah -  A deep sunken gorge that goes from Mount Hermon to the gulf of the Red Sea. 

 

After the death of Saul, David went back to Ziklag.  He had been there for three days when a 

young man came to him from Saul’s camp with torn clothes and dirt upon his head.  When 

the man came before David, he fell before him and gave him honor. 

David said, “Where are you from?” 

The man said, “I have escaped from the camp of Israel.” 

David said, “How did the matter go, tell me.” 

The man answered, “The people have fled from the battle.  Many of them are fallen and dead; 

and Saul and his son Jonathan are dead also.” 

David said to the young man, “How do you know that Saul and his son Jonathan are dead?” 

The young man told him, “It happened by chance that I was on Mount Gilboa and I saw Saul 

leaning on his spear, and the chariots and horsemen followed hard after him.  When he 

looked behind him, he saw me, and he called out to me.  I answered him, ‘Here I am.’  He 

asked me, ‘Who are you?’ and I told him that I am an Amalekite.  He said, ‘Stand beside me 

and put me to death because anguish has taken hold of me, yet my life is still in me.’  So I 

stood beside him and killed him because I was sure that he could not live.  I took the crown 

that was on his head and bracelet from his arm and have brought them to my lord.” 

When David heard this man’s story, he was in such bitter grief that he tore his clothes, and 

all of his men did likewise.  They mourned, and wept, and fasted until evening for Saul and 

Jonathan, for the people of Jehovah, and for the house of Israel because they had fallen by the 

sword in battle. 
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David spoke to the young man who had given him this news.  He asked, “Where do you come 

from?” 

The young man said, “I am the son of a sojourner, an Amalekite.” 

David said, “How is it that you were not afraid to put out your hand and destroy Jehovah’s 

anointed?” 

David called out for one of his young men and said, “Go near to this man and kill him.”  So 

David’s servant put the young man to death. David said to the young Amalekite, “Your blood 

be upon your own head because your own mouth testified that you killed Jehovah’s 

anointed.” 

Then David made a song of lamentation about Saul and Jonathan.  This is part of David’s 
song: “Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, And in their death they were 
not divided: They were swifter than eagles, They were stronger than lions” . . . “How are the 
mighty fallen, And the weapons of war perished!” (2 Sam. 1: 23,27). 

 

After these things happened, David asked Jehovah, “Shall I go to any of the cities of Judah?” 

Jehovah replied, “Go up.” 

David said, “Where am I to go?” 

Jehovah said, “Unto Hebron.” 

So, David, his two wives Ahinoam and Abigail, and his men with all their households went to 
live in the city of Hebron.  The men of Judah came there and anointed David as king over 
Judah.  The men of Judah told David, “The men of Jabesh-Gilead buried Saul.” 

When David learned this, he sent messengers to Jabesh-gilead.  The message was: “You are 
blessed by Jehovah because you showed this kindness to Saul and buried him.  Now, may 
Jehovah show you lovingkindness, and I will be kind to you because you have done this.  Let 
your hands be strong and be valiant.  Saul is dead and the house of Judah has anointed me 
king, but Abner has taken Ishbosheth, the son of Saul and made him king over Gilead, Jezreel, 
Ephraim, Benjamin and all Israel.” 

(Now, Ishbosheth was 40 years old when he began to reign over Israel, and he reigned for two 
years.  But Judah followed David.  David was king over Judah seven years and six months.) 

 

One day Abner and the servants of Ishbosheth went from Mahanaim to Gibeon.  At the same 
time, Joab and the servants of David met them at the pool of Gibeon.  Abner and his men sat 
down on one side of the pool, and Joab and his men on the other side.  Abner said to Joab, 
“Let the young men get up and compete before us.” 

Joab said, “Let them get up.” 

The young men got up.  There were twelve men for Benjamin and Ishbosheth, and twelve 
men for David.  Everyone caught his opponent by the head and thrust his sword into his 
opponent’s side.  The battle was fierce.  The men of Abner were beaten by the men of David.  
Three sons of Zeruiah (David’s sister) were there:  Joab, Abishai, and Asahel.  Asahel was as 
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swift as a gazelle, and he pursued after Abner, not turning to the right or to the left after him.  
Abner looked behind him and asked, “Is it you, Asahel?” 

Asahel answered, “It is I.” 

Abner said, “Turn to your right or left and take hold of one of the young men and his armor.”  
But Asahel would not do so and continued to follow him. 

Abner spoke to Asahel again, “Do not keep following me.  Why should I kill you?  Then how 
could I show my face to Joab your brother?” 

However, Asahel refused to quit following Abner, so Abner struck him in the stomach with 
the end of his spear.  The spear came out Asahel’s back, and Asahel fell where he was and 
died.  When the men who were fighting came to the place where Asahel lay, they stopped and 
stood still.  But Joab and Abishai continued to pursue Abner. 

As they came to a hill in the wilderness of Gibeon, the people from the tribe of Benjamin 
gathered after Abner and took a stand on top of a hill.  Abner called to Joab from the hill, 
“Shall the fighting with the sword go on forever?  Don’t you see that the end of the battle will 
be bitter? How long will it be before you tell your brothers to quit pursuing your brethren?” 

Joab replied, “As God lives, if you had not spoken then the men would not have quit pursuing 
until morning.” 

Then Joab blew the trumpet and all the men stopped and stood still.  They quit fighting and 
pursuing Israel. 

Abner took his men and journeyed all night through the Arabah.  They passed over the 
Jordan River and traveled until they came to Mahanaim.   

Joab returned home.  Nineteen of his men were missing besides Asahel who had been killed.  
But, 360 of Abner’s men had died.  David’s men took Asahel and buried him in the tomb of 
his father at Bethlehem.  Joab and his men marched all night until they came to Hebron at the 
break of day. 

 

Ishbosheth, the son of Saul, ruled Mahanaim, east of the Jordan River.  David ruled in Hebron.  Enemies 
surrounded Israel.  Notice that already there was a division between the men of Judah and the rest of 
Israel.  Keep this in mind as you study the rest of the Bible story about Israel. 

 

MEMORY WORK 

Psalm 34:11 – 15 
11  Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

 I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

12  What man is there who desires life 

and loves many days,  

that he may see good? 

13  Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit. 

   14 Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.  
 15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous and his ears toward their cry.  
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Thought Questions:   
Saul had been trying to kill David, so why would it upset David so when Saul was dead? (Hint 
– look at 2 Sam. 1:14) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is the story that the young Amalekite told the same thing that actually happened Saul? (Read 
I Samuel 31: 4 – 6; I Chron. 10: 4 – 6 then read 2 Samuel 1: 6 – 10) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What possible reason could the young Amalekite have had for telling the story he did?  

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Did the young Amalekite receive honor and notoriety from David for killing King Saul? (Read 
2 Samuel 1: 14 – 16) 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who was the rightful leader of Israel, David or Ishbosheth? (Read I Sam. 16:13; I Sam. 28:17) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Was important that Israel have a leader that Jehovah wanted, or a leader the people wanted? 

 

 

 

MAP WORK:  Jabesh-Gilead; Gibeon 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON SIXTEEN  

Lesson Text:  2 Samuel 3: 6 – 4:12 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS 

Concubine – A woman who was taken as a servant-wife.  Her role was secondary to her husband’s 

first wife.   

“From Dan to Beersheba” – This phrase became a way of designating the whole promised land.  

From Dan to Beersheba was a distance of about 144 miles, Dan in the north and Beersheba in the 

south. 

“Elders of Israel” – Older men of authority in Israel.  These men would keep the law of Moses in 

Israel (Deut. 27:1; Deut. 16:18; Deut. 19:12 ;Deut. 31:28; Num. 11:16, 17).  There was usually around 

seventy of them.  Even in New Testament times they had authority among the Jews (Matt. 16:21; Matt. 

21:23). 

Bier -- A couch on which the Jews would carry their dead to bury them; an open coffin. 

 

There was war between the house of Saul (or Ishbosheth’s kingdom) and the house of David.  

Meanwhile, Abner, the captain of Ishbosheth’s army was making himself strong in the 

kingdom.  One day Ishbosheth accused Abner of taking his father’s concubine. ( This would 

have been a serious charge for a king to make, because a man who would take the king’s 

concubines would also want his kingdom.)   

Abner became very angry at Ishbosheth’s charge, and he said, “Am I a dog’s head that is loyal 

to Judah? I have only shown kindness to your father’s house and brethren, and I have not 

given you into the hands of David.  Yet you are going to say I’ve done wrong this day 

concerning this woman?  May God’s punishment be on me if I do not accomplish for David 

what Jehovah has promised him.  I will help transfer the kingdom from Saul’s throne and set 

up the throne of David over Israel and Judah, from Dan to Beersheba.” 

Ishbosheth became so afraid of Abner that he could not answer him another word.  Then 

Abner sent messengers to David who said, “To whom does the land belong?  Make a covenant 

with me and I will bring all of Israel to your side.” 

David replied to Abner, “Good, I will make a covenant with you.  But on this condition – you 

shall not see my face unless you bring Michal, Saul’s daughter, when you come.” 
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David also sent messengers to Ishbosheth.  His message was:  Send me my wife Michal, whom 

I paid the price of one hundred Philistine foreskins for. “ 

When Ishbosheth got David’s message, he took Michal from her second husband Phaltiel.  

Phatiel was so upset by this that he went along with Michal, weeping as he went and 

following her all the way to Bahurim.  Finally, Abner said to Phatiel, “Go, return.”  And Phatiel 

returned home. 

Abner talked to the elders of Israel and said, “In times past you were seeking to have David 

made king over you.  Do it now, because Jehovah has promise David that by His servant David 

He will save Israel from the Philistines, and from all their enemies.” 

Abner also spoke to the tribe of Benjamin.  Then he went to David who was at Hebron with 

twenty of his men, and he told David all that seemed to be good to Israel and the tribe of 

Benjamin. 

David made a feast for Abner and his men.  Abner told David, “I will go and gather all of Israel 

to my lord the king so that they can make a covenant with you and you can reign over all that 

your soul desires to reign.   

David sent Abner on his way, and Abner went in peace. 

At this same time, David’s captain Joab and his servants were coming into Hebron after 

pursuing another army, and they were bringing much spoil from that battle with them.  

Abner was already gone as Joab’s army came into Hebron.  As Joab came into Hebron he was 

told, “Abner has been to see the king, and the king has let him go.  Abner has gone in peace.” 

So, Joab went to see David, and he said, “What have you done?  When Abner came to see you 

why did you let him go?  Is it not clear to you that Abner came to deceive you and get 

knowledge of what you are doing, of when you go out and when you come in?” 

When Joab left David, he sent messengers after Abner to bring him back to Hebron.  David 

knew nothing about this.  When Abner was back in Hebron, Joab took him aside to talk to 

him privately at the gate of the city.  It was there that Joab struck him under his ribs and he 

died there.  Joab did this because Abner had killed his brother Asahel. 

Afterward, David heard what Joab had done to Abner.  David said, “May I and my kingdom 

be without guilt before Jehovah for the blood of Abner.  May guilt be on the head of Joab and 

his father’s house, and may there always be someone in his family who has disease, or a leper, 

is killed by the sword, or lacks enough food to eat.  The guilt is on Joab and his brother Abishai 

because Joab killed Abner.  They did this because Abner killed their brother Asahel at 

Gibeon.” 

Then David spoke to Joab and all that people who were with him, “Rend your clothes and put 

on sackcloth.  Mourn before Abner.” 
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David followed the bier.  They buried Abner in Hebron, and David and the people wept at 

his grave.  David lamented for Abner and said, “Should Abner die as a fool dies? Your hands 

were free and your feet were not chained.  You fell as a man who falls before wicked people.”  

When David had said this, all the people wept over Abner again.  The people tried to persuade 

David to eat something, but David said, “May God’s punishment be on me if I eat any food 

before the sun goes down.” 

The people took notice of everything David said, and it pleased them, as everything he did 

pleased the people.  All of Israel understood that day that it had not been David’s will to put 

Abner to death.  David said to his servants, “Do you not know that a prince and a great man 

has fallen this day in Israel?  Today I am weak even though I am crowned king.  These men,  

who are the sons of my sister Zeruiah, are too severe.  May the Lord give the evil-doer reward 

for his wickedness.” 

-------------------------------------------- 

Ishbosheth heard that Abner was dead and his courage failed.  All of Israel was dismayed and 

troubled. 

(Now in Ishbosheth’s house lived the son of Jonathan, named Mephibosheth.  He became 

crippled when he was only five years old.  At that time, the news about his father Jonathan, and 

grandfather Saul had come that they were killed in battle.  Mephibosheth’s nurse had picked 

him up to flee, but in her haste he fell and became lame.) 

Now Ishbosheth had two men who were captains of his army, Baanah and Rechab.  One day, 

in the heat of the day, they went to the house of Ishbosheth while he was resting on his bed 

at noon.  Baanah and Rechab came into his house pretending to get some wheat, but instead 

they killed Ishbosheth by stabbing him under his fifth rib.  They also beheaded him.  Then 

they traveled all night through the Arabah to bring his head to David in Hebron.  When 

Baanah and Rechab came before David they said, “Here is the head of Ishbosheth, the son of 

Saul your enemy, who tried to kill you.  Jehovah has avenged my lord the king of Saul and his 

children this day.” 

What Baanah and Rechab had done did not please David.  David said to them, “As Jehovah 

lives, who has saved me from all my trouble, another one came to me one day and told me 

that Saul was dead.  He thought he brought good news, but I took hold of him and killed him 

in Ziklag.  That was the reward I gave him for his tidings.  How much more will I punish you 

for killing a righteous man in his own house on his bed?  Shall I not require his blood that 

you took with your hand and destroy you?” 

Then David commanded his young men to kill Baanah and Rechab.  They cut off their hands 

and feet and hanged them up beside the pool at Hebron.  They took Ishbosheth’s head and 

buried it in the grave of Abner in Hebron. 
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MEMORY WORK 
Psalm 105:1 

NEW 1 Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

 make known his deeds among the peoples! 

 

 

Who Said It, or Did It?? 

Write the correct name by each statement (some are used more than once): 

ISHBOSHETH, DAVID, BAANAH AND RECHAB, ABNER, ZERUIAH, JOAB, MICHAL, 
PHATIEL, ASAHEL 

 

1.  He accused Abner of taking his father’s concubine.  _______________________________________ 
2. He said, “I will help transfer the kingdom from Saul’s throne and set up the throne of 

David over Israel and Judah, from Dan to Beersheba.”  __________________________________ 
3. He told Abner, “Good, I will make a covenant with you.  But on this condition – you 

shall not see my face unless you bring Michal, Saul’s daughter, when you come.” 
________________________________________________ 

4. She was taken from her second husband, Phatiel, and given to David.  ___________________ 
5. He wept as he followed Michal all the way to Bahurim.  ___________________________________ 
6. He told David, ““I will go and gather all of Israel to my lord the king so that they can 

make a covenant with you and you can reign over all that your soul desires to reign. 

_____________________________________________   

7. He was upset that David had let Abner go.  _________________________________________________ 
8. He took Abner aside privately to talk to him at the gate of the city.  _______________________ 
9. Joab killed Abner because Abner had killed who?  _________________________________________ 
10.  David was referring to whom when he said, “Do you not know that a prince and a 

great man has fallen this day in Israel?”  ____________________________________________________ 
11.  He told Joab and Israel to “Rend your clothes and put on sackcloth” at the death of 

Abner.  ______________________________________________ 
12.  He followed the bier of Abner’s.  __________________________________ 
13.  David said, “The sons of  ___________________________________ are too severe.” 
14. His courage failed when he heard that Abner was dead.  __________________________________ 
15.  They killed Ishbosheth by stabbing him under the fifth rib.  _____________________________ 

__________________________________________ 
16. He commanded his young men to kill Baanah and Rechab.  _______________________________ 
17. His head was buried in the grave of Abner.  ________________________________________________ 

 

MAP WORK:  Hebron 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON SEVENTEEN  

Lesson Text:  2 Samuel 5: 1 – 16; I Chron. 11 – 12 

 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS 

Zion -  A hill on which the higher part of Jerusalem was built.  At a later time, David built an altar to 

the Lord on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite (2 Sam. 24), and brought the ark of God there.   

Later, the temple was built in Jerusalem and it was called the dwelling place of God.  Psalm 122: 1 – 

9 tells us that Jerusalem was a place sanctioned by God for Israel to worship.   Zion, in a figurative 

sense, is considered the dwelling place of God (Psalm 99; Psalm 2:6; Joel 3:17, 21).   

Millo -  Some kind of fortress or defense in Jerusalem.  Some historians think it was a tower. 

Cubit -  A unit of measurement about 18 inches long. 

 

 

In this lesson we see all of Israel unite behind David after the death of Ishbosheth. David also 

conquers the city of Jerusalem and makes it the capital of Israel.   

Jerusalem was a wise choice for capital.  It was taken from the Jebusites and had not belonged 

to any tribe.  It was also a city built upon the ridge of a mountain so it could be defended easily.  

The city was small when David conquered it, but he and his son Solomon would greatly enlarge 

the city later. 

 

All of Israel was united behind David their king.  The people came to him at Hebron and said, 

“We are your bone and your flesh.  In times past, even when Saul was king, it was you that 

led Israel out and brought us back in. And it was Jehovah your God who said to you, ‘You shall 

shepherd my people Israel, and be a prince over My people Israel.’” 

The elders of Israel came to see King David at Hebron, and it was there that David made a 

covenant with them before Jehovah, according to the word that Jehovah told the prophet 

Samuel.  Then David and all of Israel went to Jerusalem where the Jebusites were living in 

the land. 
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The Jebusites told King David, “You will not come in here”, however, David took the city of 

Jerusalem that was a stronghold of Zion – also called the city of David.  David told his men, 

“Whoever overcomes the Jebusites first shall be chief and captain.” 

Joab, the son of Zeruiah, went up first and was made chief.   

David lived in the stronghold of Jerusalem, and it became known as the city of David.  He built 

the city all around from the Millo and Joab repaired the rest of the city.  David became greater 

and greater, and Jehovah was with him. 

David had a group of thirty mighty men who were strong supporters of him and his kingdom.  

Three of these men were very mighty.  Jashobeam was chief of the most mighty.  He was a 

man who killed 300 men at one time with his sword.  Next to him was Eleazar.  One day he 

was with David and defended a plot of ground planted with barley from the Philistines.  He 

defended it and Jehovah saved them. 

Another day, three of David’s mighty men went to him at the cave of Adullam.  The army of 

the Philistines was camped in the valley of Rephaim, with a group of men in Bethlehem.  

While they were in the cave, David longingly said to his men, “Oh that someone could give 

me a drink of water from the well of Bethlehem by the gate.” 

David’s men were so loyal that they broke through the camp of the Philistines and drew some 

water from the well of Bethlehem.  Then they took it back to David.  However, David would 

not drink the water and poured it out as an offering to Jehovah.  He said, “My God forbid that 

I should drink this.  I may as well drink the blood of these men who put their lives in jeopardy 

because they risked their lives to bring it.” 

Abishai, the brother of Joab, was chief of the thirty mighty men.  He put to death 300 men 

with a sword and had a name among the three most mighty.  Of the thirty mighty men he was 

the most honorable and became their captain.  However, he was not as mighty as the first 

three.   

Benaiah was a valiant man who did great acts.  He struck down two heroes of the Moabites 

who were enemies of Israel, and he also killed a lion in a pit on a day when snow had fallen.  

He killed an Egyptian five cubits tall, whose spear was like a weaver’s beam.  Benaiah went 

to him with only a staff. He took the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand and killed the Egyptian 

with his own spear.  Benaiah was over David’s bodyguard. 

David also had mighty men who had come to him while he was in Ziklag.  These men were 

armed with bows and arrows. They could sling stones and could use both their right and left 

hand.  They were from the tribe of Benjamin. 

David had mighty men from the tribe of Gad.  These were men of valor and they were trained 

for war.  They were experts in handling shields and spears.   Their faces were like the faces 

of lions (they were violent) and they were swift as gazelles (a beautiful and fast animal) on 
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the mountains.  The men from Gad became officers in David’s army and all of them had men 

under them.  They crossed Jordan in the first month of the year when the river was 

overflowing its banks, and drove out the people in the valleys to the east and west of the 

river. 

While David was in his stronghold, some men from Benjamin and Judah came to see him.  

David went out to meet them and said to them, “If you have come in friendship to help me, 

my heart will be joined to you, but if you have come to betray me to my enemies, even though 

I’ve done no wrong, the God of our fathers will punish you.” 

Then the Spirit came upon Amasai, chief of the men, and Amasai said to David, “We are yours, 

David, we are on your side!  Peace to you and peace to your helpers, for your God helps you.”  

Then David took the men into his army. 

Some of the men of Manasseh helped David against bands of rovers – all mighty men of valor.  

Every day, men came to David to help him, and he had a great army, like the army of God.  

David had men from the tribes of Judah, Simeon, Levi, Benjamin, Ephraim, half-tribe of 

Manasseh, Issachar, Zebulun, Naphtali, Dan, Asher, Reuben, Gad and the other half-tribe of 

Manasseh – a total of 120,000 armed men of war.  They were ready for battle, and they came 

to David at Hebron, ready with a whole heart to make David king over ALL Israel. 

David’s men were with him three days eating and drinking. The tribes of Issachar, Zebulun, 

and Naphtali brought food on donkeys, camels, mules and oxen.  They brought food made of 

flour, cakes of figs, clusters of raisins, wine, oil, oxen and sheep, and they brought the food in 

abundance.  There was great joy in Israel. 

 

 

 

MEMORY WORK 
Psalm 105:1 

 1 Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

 make known his deeds among the peoples! 

 

 

 

 

MAP WORK:  Jerusalem, Jordan River, Ziklag 
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QUESTIONS 

1.  Did all of Israel unite behind David after the death of Ishbosheth?  _____________________________ 

2. Did the people realize that Jehovah wanted David to be prince and king over all of Israel?  

______________________________________ 

3. When the elders of Israel came to see David at Hebron, what did they make together?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What tribe was living in Jerusalem at that time?  __________________________________________________ 

5. What two names was Jerusalem also called by?  __________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What brave act did three of David’s men do because of their loyalty to him?  __________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7.  Describe the mighty men from the tribe of Gad:  __________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. All the tribes came to serve David at Hebron with what kind of heart?  _________________________ 

9. Was Israel joyful or sad that David was their new king?  _________________________________________ 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON EIGHTEEN  

Lesson Text:   I Chronicles 13; 14; 2 Sam. 5:17 – 25; 6: 1 – 11 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS: 

Timbrel -  A musical instrument like a tambourine. 

Threshingfloor -  A large circular spot of hard ground.  Sheaves of grain would be taken to the 

threshingfloor and be threshed out, separating the straw from the wheat. 

Perez-Uzzah -  Outburst against Uzzah. 

Jerusalem – The Foundation of peace.  Isaiah the prophet called Jerusalem “the city of righteousness” 

(Isa. 1: 22 – 26).  It was also called “the city of David”. 

Ark of the Covenant  (also called Ark of the Testimony and Ark of God (or Jehovah) – The Ark 

was a box overlaid with gold.  On top of it was the Mercy seat and two Cherubims.  Jehovah said he 

would commune with Israel from above the Mercy seat (Ex. 25:22).  Jehovah told Moses that on the 

day of Atonement He would appear in a cloud upon the mercy seat (Lev. 16:2).  The book of the Law 

was inside the Ark of the Covenant (Deut. 31:26).  The Ark of the Covenant was placed in the Most 

Holy Place in the Tabernacle.  It also contained a pot of manna and Aaron’s rod that budded (Heb. 

9:4). 

 

The kingdom of David became more and more powerful.  There was a Phoenician king in Tyre named 

Hiram who heard about David.  He sent messengers to David along with cedar trees, carpenters and 

stone masons to build him a palace. 

But when the Philistines heard that David was king over Israel, they were not happy. They went in 

search of him.  David went into his stronghold while the Philistines spread out all over the valley of 

Rephaim.  David inquired of Jehovah what he should do.  He said, “Shall I go to war with the 

Philistines?  Will you deliver them into my hand?” 

Jehovah told David, “Go up, for I will certainly deliver the Philistines into your hand.” 

David went to Baalperazim and defeated the Philistines.  David said, “Like a flood of water Jehovah 

has burst out against my enemies.”   

The Philistines left their idolatrous images at Baalperazim and David’s men carried them away.  Then 

the Philistines spread out again in the valley of Rephaim.  

David inquired of Jehovah again as to what he should do.  Jehovah said, “You shall circle around them 

to their rear, not the front, and come upon them against the mulberry trees.  When you hear the sound 
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of them marching from the tops of the mulberry trees then rouse yourself because Jehovah has gone 

out before you to strike down the army of the Philistines.” 

David did as Jehovah commanded and struck down the Philistines from Geba to Gezer. 

The Ark of the Covenant 

The Ark of the Covenant had been in Kiriath-jearim since the days of Samuel and Eli in I Samuel 4 – 7.  The Philistines captured 

the Ark during those days, and Eli died after he heard this terrible news.  But the Philistines sent the Ark back to Israel because 

God had afflicted them with a plague.  The ark had been at Kiriath-jearim ever since. 

David decided that it was time to move the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem.  There were laws that God had given Israel about 

how to move the Ark (Ex. 25:14; Num. 3:31; 4:4 -6, 15 – 16), but we’ll see in this lesson that David ignores God’s laws and decides 

to do it his way.   

Whenever man decides to do things his way, instead of God’s way, he gets into trouble. 

 

 

David called all the captains and leaders of Israel together and 30,000 of them assembled.   David said 

to them, “If it seems good to you, and if it be from Jehovah, let’s send word to all the rest of Israel, to 

the priests and Levites, and get them to gather here to us.  Then let’s bring the Ark of our God to us 

because we did not seek it in the days of Saul.” 

What David wanted to do seemed right to all the people who were assembled, so they agreed to what 

David proposed to do.  Then David and the people went to Kiriath-jearim to get the Ark of Jehovah.  

They put the Ark on a new cart from the house of Abinadab.  Uzzah and Ahio drove the cart with the 

Ark of the covenant upon it.  As they brought the Ark from Abinadab’s house, Ahio went in front of 

the Ark. 

As they left Kiriath-jearim with the Ark, David and all of the Israelites with him were celebrating with 

all their might with songs and harps, timbrels, cymbals and trumpets.  When the cart came to the 

threshingfloor of Chidon the oxen pulling the cart stumbled, shaking the Ark, and Uzzah put out his 

hand and took hold of the Ark.  This kindled the anger of Jehovah against Uzzah and the Lord struck 

him dead right there for his error in touching the Ark. 

David became angry because of what Jehovah had done to Uzzah, and he called the place Perez-

Uzzah.  He feared Jehovah that day and said, “How shall I bring the ark of Jehovah to me?” 

David decided not to take the Ark into the city of David, but carried it instead to the house of Obed-

edom the Gittite.  The Ark remained at his house for three months, and while it was there Jehovah 

blessed Obed-edom and all that he had. 

QUESTIONS 

 

1.  What did Hiram, king of Tyre, do for David?  _______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Were the Philistines happy that David was king over all Israel?  __________________________________ 
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3. Who delivered the Philistines into the hand of David?  _____________________________________________ 

4. Where would David’s men hear the sound of the marching Philistines?  _________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Read Exodus 25:14; Num. 4: 15 – 16 to find out Jehovah’s commands concerning the Ark of 

the Covenant.  

a. Was the Ark to be carried on a cart or wagon?  _____________________________________________ 

b. How was it to be carried? ____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

c. Could they touch the Ark?  ___________________________________________________________________ 

d. Why?  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Did Uzzah disobey Jehovah’s command?  ___________________________________________________________ 

7. What did Obed-edom receive for having the Ark at his home?  ____________________________________ 

THOUGHT QUESTIONS: 

8. Did David have just cause to be angry at what Jehovah had done concerning Uzzah?  ___________ 

9. Why?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Did Uzzah have good intentions when he touched the ark?   _______________________________________ 

11. Did David have good intentions of moving the ark on a cart?  ______________________________________ 

12. Can we serve God wrongly while having good intentions just as David and Uzzah did?  _________ 

13. Did God require exact obedience in regard to His rules for moving the ark?  _____________________ 

14. Does God require exact obedience from us today in regard to His commandments to us?  ______ 

15. What will happen to the person who adds to, or takes away, from God’s commands?  (Rev. 

22:18 – 19)  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

MAP WORK:  Tyre, Rephaim 

 

 

 

MEMORY WORK 

Psalm 105:1 - 2 

 1 Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

 make known his deeds among the peoples! 

*NEW 2Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; 

Tell of all His wondrous works! 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON NINETEEN  

Lesson Text:   I Chronicles 15, 16; 2 Samuel 6: 12 – 23 

 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS 

City of David -  A term referring to the city of Jerusalem. 

Sanctify -  To make holy; to be set apart or dedicated for a particular pupose; to consecrate 
oneself. 

Linen ephod -  An outer garment made of linen that the priests wore. 

 

In our last lesson, David decided to move the ark of the covenant from Abinadab’s house, but he 
had not moved it according the Jehovah’s commands. Because of his disobedience, the ark 
remained at the house of Obededom.  This is where it is when our lesson begins. 

 

Someone came to King David and told him, “Jehovah has blessed the house of Obededom and 
has blessed everything that belongs to him because of the ark of God.”   

When David heard this, he went to get the ark of the God from the house of Obededom and 
rejoiced to be able to bring it to the city of David. 

This time David moved the ark as Jehovah had commanded.  David said, “No one but the 
Levites should carry the ark of God.” 

David made great preparations for the ark to be brought to Jerusalem.  He assembled all of 
Israel at Jerusalem.  He gathered together all the sons of Aaron and all the Levites.  He sent 
for the priests Zadok and Abiathar as well as the heads of the Levite families.  He told them 
that all of them must sanctify themselves so they could bring up the ark of God to the place 
he prepared for it. 

David told them, “Jehovah punished us the first time because we did not carry it, and we did 
not seek Him according to His rule.” 

So, the Priests and Levites sanctified themselves so they could bring the ark of Jehovah, the 
God of Israel.    The Levites carried the ark of Jehovah upon their shoulders with poles just as 
Moses had commanded them according to the word of Jehovah. 

David also spoke to the chief men of the Levites and appointed men who would sing and play 
music on musical instruments, and lift up their voices with joy.  The Levite singers, Heman, 
Asaph and Ethan, along with other men, were in charge of this.  Other men, along with the 
priests were chosen to blow the trumpets before the ark of Jehovah. 

When all was ready, David and the elders of Israel along with the captains over his army 
went to bring the ark of the covenant from the house of Obededom with rejoicing! 



UNITED KINGDOM I Page 79 
 

When they had gone only six steps David sacrificed an ox and a fattened calf to Jehovah.  
David danced before Jehovah with all his might and he was wearing a linen ephod.  David 
and all of Israel were shouting.  The trumpets, horns and cymbals were sounding.  There was 
loud singing.  Everyone was rejoicing. 

As the ark of Jehovah came into Jerusalem, Michal, the wife of David and daughter of Saul, 
was looking out the window.  She saw David leaping and dancing before Jehovah, and she 
despised him in her heart.  

They brought the ark into Jerusalem and set it in the tent that David had set up for it. David 
offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before Jehovah, and then he blessed the people 
in the name of Jehovah of hosts.  He gave out gifts of food to all the men and women there.  
Then everyone went home. 

As David returned to his own home to bless them, Michal came out to meet him.  She said, 
“How glorious the King of Israel was today, who uncovered himself today in the eyes of his 
handmaids just as a vain fellow would uncover himself without shame.” (In other words, she 
thought his actions beneath the dignity of a king and seemed foolish.) 

David replied to her, “I was dancing before Jehovah, who chose me above your father, and 
appointed me prince over Israel, the people of Jehovah.  I will celebrate before Jehovah, and 
I will do even worse than this and make myself lower in your eyes.  But the handmaids of 
whom you spoke, I will be honored before them.” 

After this Michal, the daughter of Saul, had no child before the day of her death. 

 

 

Think About It 
David had a change of heart after moving the ark the first time. He had learned a valuable 
lesson – that God wanted His commandments followed exactly, and that his own will was not 
important.  David was willing to follow God’s commands the second time he moved the ark of 
Jehovah. 

Do you see the happiness that follows those who do God’s will?  When David did things in his 
own way, and moved the ark in his own way, there was unhappiness for him and for all of Israel.  
But, when he followed God’s commands, he and all of Israel were blessed.   

One thing we can receive from this lesson is that one’s actions affect others.  David’s actions 
affected not only himself, but all those around him.  The things he did had influence on others. 

Is it the same for us?  Yes, it is!  We have an influence on others when we do, or don’t do, God’s 
commands.  We can be an influence for good, or an influence for bad.  It is our choice.  Hopefully, 
when we make the wrong choices we can be like David and learn the same lesson he did – that 
GOD WANTS HIS COMMANDMENTS FOLLOWED EXACTLY! 

We can learn a lesson from Michal too.  She despised the fact that David was happy doing the 
things God wanted and that he was happy in expressing this.  When we see others doing as God 
commands, we should be happy also – not looking for a reason to criticize and be unhappy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
about it. 
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MEMORY WORK 

Psalm 105:1 - 2 

 1 Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

 make known his deeds among the peoples! 

2Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; 

Tell of all His wondrous works! 

 

 

 

TRUE OR FALSE 

 

1.  _____  Jehovah blessed the house of Obededom. 

2. _____  David dreaded bringing the ark of Jehovah to Jerusalem. 

3. _____  David said, “The Levites should not carry the ark of God.” 

4. _____  David made great preparations to bring the ark to Jerusalem. 

5. _____  David told Zadok, Abiathar, and the Levites to sanctify themselves before 
bringing the ark to Jerusalem. 

6. _____  The Levites carried the ark of God into Jerusalem on a cart. 

7. _____  Men were chosen to sing and play music as the ark was brought into 
Jerusalem. 

8. _____  The Levites had carried the ark of Jehovah a mile when they stopped to 
sacrifice an ox and fatted calf to Jehovah. 

9. _____  David danced before Jehovah with all his might. 

10. _____  David’s wife Michal enjoyed looking out the window and seeing David 
dancing. 

11. _____  Because of the things she said to David, Michal would have no children 
before the day of her death. 

12. _____  God wants His commands followed exactly. 

13. _____  David and Israel were blessed when they did things according to God’s 
commands. 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON TWENTY  

Lesson Text:   2 Samuel 7; 8: 1 - 18; I Chronicles 17; 18: 1 - 17 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS 

Establish -  To make permanent; to build a house or family.   

Seed -  child 

 

 

One day King David was sitting in his house.  Everything was peaceful because Jehovah had 
given him rest from all of his enemies.  David said to the prophet Nathan, “Look at me.  I live 
in a house of cedar, but the ark of Jehovah is dwelling in a tent.” 

Nathan knew that David had in mind building a house to put the ark of God in, so he said to 
David, “Do all that is in your heart because Jehovah is with you.” 

That same night the word of Jehovah came to Nathan the prophet and said, “Go tell my 
servant David, ‘You are not the one to build Me a house to dwell in.  I have not dwelt in a 
house since I brought the people of Israel out of Egypt until this day.  Instead I have moved 
from tent to tent, and from one tabernacle to another.  In all the places I have walked with 
Israel, did I ever speak a word to any of Israel’s judges and ask them why they had not built 
Me a house out of cedar?  Now tell David that this is what Jehovah of hosts says, “I took you 
from the pasture and following the sheep to be a prince over my people Israel.  I have been 
with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies before you.  I will make 
your name great like the names of the great ones on earth.  I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel, planting them so they can live in their own place, and not be disturbed 
anymore by the people of wickedness.  I’ll give you rest from your enemies.  Jehovah will 
build you a house, and when the time comes for you to die, I will raise up your seed after 
you. Your son will build Me a house.  I will establish his throne forever.  I will be his father 
and he shall be my son.  I will appoint him over My house and My kingdom forever, and his 
throne will be established forever.’”         

After Nathan told David this, David went in and sat down before the Lord.  He prayed saying, 
“Who am I, O Lord Jehovah, and what is my house that You have brought me this far? And  
this was only a small thing in Your eyes, Yet you speak of my house in the distant future.  You 
regard me as a man of high position, O Jehovah God.  What more can I say to you for honoring 
me Your servant?  You have done all these great things and there is no God like You.” 

“And who is like Your people Israel? You came to redeem these people for Yourself, and make 
a name for Yourself by driving out the nations before them.  Now do what You have said, and 
let Your name be magnified forever.  You have revealed to me that You will build me a house, 
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and I have found it in my heart to pray to You.  O Lord God, Your words are true, to promise 
this to Your servant, and with Your blessing let me be blessed forever.” 

 

 

GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES 

When Nathan told David that Jehovah would establish his son’s throne forever, he was telling 
him that Jehovah would establish David’s family as the ruling dynasty.  The royal line of David’s 
descendants would go on for around 300 years.  It would be through David’s descendants that 
finally Jesus Christ would come to earth.  David understood that it would be through his family 
that the promises of Jehovah would be fulfilled – promises made in Gen. 3:15; 12:3; 26:4; 28:14 
about the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ..  In the New Testament, on the day of Pentecost, Peter 
preached in Acts 2 :29 - 30 that Christ was raised to sit on the throne of David.  Jesus came 
through this very dynasty that was established for David.   

God also told David  that he would not build him a house.  We will find out later in the life of 
David that Solomon, his son, is the one who builds God a house – the temple.   

           

 

Jehovah gave David and his army many victories over their enemies.  He defeated the 

Philistines taking away their authority.  He defeated the Moabites.  The Moabites became 

servants of David’s kingdom and they brought him gifts.   

As David fought to restore his power by the river Euphrates, he defeated and killed 

Hadarezer the king of Zobah.  He took a thousand chariots and 700 horsemen along with 

20,000 footmen from Hadarezer’s army.  He had all the leg muscles of the horses cut, except 

for enough horses for one hundred chariots.  He took all the shields of gold that Hadarezer’s 

servants carried and brought them to Jerusalem.  He also took a lot of brass. ( David’s son 

Solomon would use this brass later when he built the temple.) 

During the battle with Hadarezer the Syrians from Damascus came to help Hadarezer.  David 

killed 22,000 Syrians. 

Tou (or Toi), the king of Hamath, heard about David’s defeat of Hadarezer, so he sent his son 

Hadoram to ask David about his welfare and congratulate him for defeating Hadarezer.  He 

also sent gold, silver and brass to David. 

David took the gold, silver and brass and dedicated them to the Lord, along with what the 

nations of Edom, Moab, Ammon, the Philistines, and Amalek had brought him. 

Jehovah took care of David wherever he went.  His mighty man Abishai killed 18,000 

Edomites and put armed forces in Edom.  The Edomites became his servants.   

David reigned over all Israel.  He judged them and gave right decisions for his people.  Joab 

was over his army.  Jehoshaphat kept his records.  Zadok and Ahimelech were the priests and 
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Shavsha was the scribe. Benaiah was over David’s mighty men, the Cherethites and 

Pelethites, and his sons had places at David’s side as chief rulers. 

 

True or False 

 

1.  _____  God had given David rest from all his enemies. 

2.  _____  Nathan told David to do all that was in his heart because Jehovah was with him. 

3.  _____  Jehovah told Nathan to tell David to build him a house. 

4.  _____  Jehovah told David his son would build Jehovah a house. 

5.  _____  Jehovah told David He would establish David’s throne forever. 

6.  _____  David prayed to Jehovah after Nathan talked to him. 

7.  _____  David realized that the house Jehovah would establish for him was to fulfill the promise 

of the coming Messiah. 

8. _____  David could not defeat his enemies. 

9. _____  David dedicated the gold, silver, and brass he collected from his enemies to the Lord. 

10. _____ Zadok and Ahimelech were the priests during David’s reign as king. 

 

Look It Up! 

1.  What did Peter preach about David’s throne on the day of Pentecost?  (Acts 2: 29 – 30 ) ___________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What did the angel tell Mary (Jesus’ mother) about David’s throne?  (Luke 1:32)  ___________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. From whose seed did Christ come? (John 7:42; Rom 1:3; 2 Tim. 2:8; Rev. 22:16)  ____________________ 

 

 

MEMORY WORK 

Psalm 105:1 - 3 

 1 Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

 make known his deeds among the peoples! 

2Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; 

Tell of all His wondrous works!  

 *NEW 3  Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON TWENTY-ONE  

Lesson Text:   2 Samuel 9:1- 13; 4:4; 10: 1 – 19; 11:1; 12: 26 – 31; I Chronicles 19: 1 – 20:3 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS 

Lame -  To be crippled or disabled. 

Dog -  Dogs were unclean animals . Mephibosheth uses the term “dead dog” to refer to as a term of 

reproach or humiliation. 

Odious -  To stink or smell bad; to abhor; to be an abomination and become loathsome.  

“Beyond the River” -  This phrase refers to the area beyond the Euphrates River. 

 

 

 

One day David said, “Is there anyone left in Saul’s family?  If there is, I want to show him 

kindness for the sake of Jonathan.” 

Now in the house of Saul was one of his servants named Ziba.  David’s servants sent Ziba to 

him.  When Ziba came before King David, he said, “Are you Ziba?” 

Ziba replied, “I am.” 

David asked Ziba, “Is there anyone left in Saul’s family that I can show the kindness of God 

to?” 

Ziba said, “There is still a son of Jonathan who is lame in his feet.” 

David said, “Where is he?” 

Ziba said, “He is in the house of Machir in Lodebar.” 

When David learned where Jonathan’s son was, he had him brought to him.  His name was 

Mephibosheth.   

When Mephibosheth came before David he fell on his face before David and gave him honor.  

David said, “Mephibosheth!” and he answered, “Behold, I am your servant.” 
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David told him, “Don’t be afraid.  I’m going to show you kindness for the sake of your father 

Jonathan and will restore to you all the land that had belonged to Saul, and you will be able 

to eat at my table always.” 

At this, Mephibosheth bowed himself before David and said, “What is your servant that you 

should look upon such a dead dog as I?” 

Then David called Ziba the servant and said to him, “All that has belonged to Saul and his 

house I have given to your master’s grandson.  You are to till the land for him and bring in 

the produce so that your master’s grandson can have bread to eat.  But, Mephibosheth, your 

master’s grandson, will have a place to eat at my table for all time.” 

Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.  Ziba replied to David, “All that you have 

commanded your servant will be done.” 

Mephibosheth ate at David’s table like one of the king’s sons, and he lived in Jerusalem. He 

was lame in both of his feet.   All who were in Ziba’s house became servants of Mephibosheth. 

 

______________________________________________________ 

After some time had passed, Nahash the king of the Ammonites died, and Hanun his son 

reigned in his place.  When David learned this, he said, “I will show kindness to Hanun just 

as his father showed kindness to me.”  So, David sent his servants to comfort Hanun 

concerning the death of his father Nahash. 

David’s servants went to the land of the Ammonites, but the princes of Hanun did not want 

David’s servants to come.  They said to Hanun, “Do you think that because David sent 

comforters to you that he is honoring your father?  He has sent his servants to search and 

spy out the city so that he can overthrow it.” 

Hanun listened to his servants and he took David’s servants and shaved off half their beards.  

He also cut half their garments off to their buttocks and then he sent them away.  This was 

shameful to David’s men.   

When it was told to David what had been done, he sent men to meet his servants.  David said, 

“Stay at Jericho until your beards have grown out and then return.” 

The Ammonites saw that these actions had made them become odious to David, so they 

hired the Syrians and the men of Maacah and of Tob to fight against the army of David’s 

mighty men. 

David heard that the Ammonites were gathering forces to fight him, so he sent Joab and his 

host of mighty men.  As Joab took his army, he saw that there were forces of the enemy in 

front of him and behind him ready to fight.  He chose some of his best men to fight the Syrians.  
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The rest of the men he put under the command of Abishai his brother.  These men went to 

fight against the Ammonites. 

Joab said to Abishai, “If the Syrians are too strong for me, you are to help me.  If the 

Ammonites are too strong for you, then I will help you.  Be of good courage, let us be 

courageous for our people and for the cities of our God, and may Jehovah do what seems 

good to Him.” 

As Joab went near to fight the Syrians they fled before him.  The Ammonites saw that the 

Syrians were fleeing, and they began to flee from Abishai and his army and went into the city 

of Jerusalem.  Joab and his forces entered Jerusalem.   

When the Syrians saw that they were defeated by Israel they gathered together.  Hadarezer 

sent word to bring out the Syrians that were beyond the River to Helam.  David was told 

about this and he gathered Israel, passed over the Jordan River, and went to Helam to fight 

the Syrians.  The Syrians fled from David’s army.  David killed the men of 700 chariots and 

40,000 horsemen.  He wounded their commander Shobach who died there.   

When the kings who served under king Hadarezer saw that Israel had defeated them they 

made peace with Israel and served them.  The Syrians became afraid to help the Ammonites 

anymore. 

That spring, at the time the kings would usually go out to battle, David sent his commander 

Joab to destroy the Ammonites. David stayed in Jerusalem.   

 

 

MEMORY WORK 

Psalm 105:1 - 3 

 1 Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

 make known his deeds among the peoples! 

2Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; 

Tell of all His wondrous works!  

  3  Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 
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Questions 
 

1. Why did David want to know if anyone was left in Saul’s family?  _______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who did David’s servants send to him?  ____________________________________________________________ 

3. Who was left in Saul’s family?  ______________________________________________________________________ 

4. What was wrong with him?  _________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What did David say was to be Ziba’s job from then on?  __________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Why did David want to show kindness to Hanun the Ammonite?  _______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Was David allowed to show Hanun kindness?  _________________  Why?  __________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What did Hanun do to David’s servants?  __________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. When the Ammonites saw that their actions were odious to David, what did they do?  _______ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10.  What two men of David’s commanded David’s army against them?  ____________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MAP WORK:  Ammon, Syria, Euphrates River 
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON TWENTY-TWO  

Lesson Text:  I Samuel 11; 12: 1 - 25 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS 

Lord -  Master; one who rules. 

Valiant -  Having strength and power. 

Ewe -  A female lamb. 

 

David had sent his commander Joab and the army of Israel to go destroy the Ammonites.  

David did not go with his army, but stayed in Jerusalem.  One evening David got up from his 

bed and walked upon the roof of his house.  From the roof he could see a woman bathing, 

and she was very beautiful to look at. 

David wanted to know who this beautiful woman was, so he enquired about her.  He was told 

that she was Bathsheba the daughter of Eliam, and the wife of Uriah the Hittite, a mighty man 

who was in David’s army.   

David sent messengers to get Bathsheba and have her brought to him.  She came to David, 

and he took her to his bed.  Then Bathsheba returned home. 

In time Bathsheba learned that she was going to have a child and the father was David.  She 

sent word to David to tell him that she was going to have his child.   

When David learned that Bathsheba was going to have a child, he sent word to Joab his 

commander and said, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.”  So, Joab sent Uriah to him. 

When Uriah came to David he asked Uriah how Joab was doing, how the people were doing, 

and how the war was going.  Then David said to him, “Go down to your house and wash your 

feet.” 

Uriah went out of the king’s house, and David sent a gift of food after him.  Only, Uriah did 

not go home.  He slept at the door of the king’s house along with the servants of his lord.   
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David was told that Uriah did not go home, so David said to Uriah, “Haven’t you come from a 

journey?  Why didn’t you go to your house?” 

Uriah was a devoted soldier of the king and said to him, “The ark of the Lord, Israel and Judah 

are dwelling in tents.  My lord Joab and his servants are camped in an open field – so should 

I go to my house to eat and drink and be with my wife?  As your soul lives, I will not do this 

thing.” 

So, David said to Uriah, “Stay here today and tomorrow I will let you leave.” 

Uriah stayed in Jerusalem that day and the next.  David called for Uriah to come before him, 

then he ate and drank before the king.  David made him drunk, and at evening Uriah went to 

lie down with the servants of his lord, but he did not go home. 

The next morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent the letter to him by the hand of Uriah.  

The letter to Joab said, “Put Uriah in the hottest part of the battle and then draw away from 

him so that he will be struck down by the enemy and die.” 

So, as Joab was watching the city that Israel was in battle with, he assigned Uriah a place 

where he knew there would be valiant men fighting.   

The men of Ammon came out to fight Joab’s men and some of the Israelites died.  Uriah the 

Hittite also died.   

After the battle, Joab sent word to David about the fighting.  Joab gave instructions to the 

messenger and said, “When you finish telling King David about the war, if the king is angry 

and says, ‘Why did you go so near to the city to fight?  Didn’t you know the enemy would 

shoot from the wall? Do you remember that a woman threw down a millstone from a wall 

killing Abimelech? Why did you go so near to the wall?’ then tell David, “Your servant Uriah 

the Hittite is dead also.” 

Joab’s servant went to David and told him everything Joab said.  He said, “The enemy came 

out against us into an open field, but we drove them back into the city through the entrance.  

Shooters shot at your servants from the wall, and some of your servants are dead, and your 

servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.” 

David said to the servant who brought this message, “Tell Joab not to let this thing displease 

him.  The sword devours one as well as another.  Make the battle strong against the city and 

overthrow it.  Encourage Joab.” 

When Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite, heard that Uriah was dead she mourned for 

her husband. 
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When the days of mourning were over, David sent for Bathsheba and took her into his house 

as his wife.  Bathsheba had a baby boy. 

But the thing that David had done was very displeasing to Jehovah.  So, Jehovah sent the 

prophet Nathan to David.  Nathan went to David and told him this story: “There were two 

men in a certain city.  One man was rich, the other was poor.  The rich man had many flocks 

and herds of animals, but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb which he had 

bought.  The poor man took care of the ewe lamb and raised it up along with his children.  He 

fed the lamb letting it drink from his own cup and lie in his arms.  It was as a daughter to him.  

One day a traveler came to the rich man.  The rich man was unwilling to take a lamb from his 

own herd to prepare a meal for the traveler.  Instead he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared 

it for the traveler that had come to him.” 

When David heard this story, he became very angry at the rich man.  He said, “As Jehovah 

lives, the man that did this deserves to die.  He will restore the lamb fourfold because he did 

this, and because he had no pity!” 

Then Nathan said to David, “Thou art the man!  Jehovah said that He had anointed you as 

king and saved you from the hand of Saul.  He gave you your master’s house and his wives.  

He gave you the house of Israel and Judah, and if this had not been enough, He would have 

given you more.  Why did you have no respect for the word of Jehovah to do this evil that He 

has seen.  You killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife.  

You had him killed with the sword of the Ammonites.  Now the sword will never depart from 

your house because you despised Me and took Uriah’s wife to be your wife.  You will see evil 

rise up against you out of your own house.  I will take your wives and give them to your 

neighbor.  You did this thing in secret, but I will do these things before all Israel.” 

David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against Jehovah.” 

Nathan replied, “Jehovah has put away your sin; you shall not die.  However, because you did 

this and gave the enemies of Jehovah a reason to blaspheme Him, the child that has been 

born to you will surely die.”  Then Nathan left David. 

Jehovah struck the child of Bathsheba and David’s.  The child became very sick.  David prayed 

to Jehovah on behalf of the child.  He fasted and lay all night on the ground. 

David’s servants rose and stood beside him and tried to get him up, but he would not get up, 

and he would not eat with them. 

On the seventh day the child died.  David’s servants were afraid to tell David about the child’s 

death.  They said, “While the child was alive, he would not listen to us.  What grief will he 

have if we tell him the child is dead?” 
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David saw his servants whispering among themselves, and he perceived that the child was 

dead. Then he said, “Is the child dead?” 

His servants said, “He is dead.” 

Then David got up.  He washed and anointed himself, and changed his clothes.  He went to 

the house of Jehovah and worshipped.  Then he went home where his servants gave him 

food, and he ate.  His servants said to him, “What have you done?  You fasted and wept for 

the child while he was alive, but when the child died you have risen and eaten.” 

David replied, “While the child was alive I fasted and wept.  I said, ‘Who knows if Jehovah will 

be gracious to me and let the child live?  But now he is dead.  Why should I fast? Can I bring 

him back again?  I shall go to my child, but he shall not return to me.” 

David comforted his wife Bathsheba.  Later they had another son whom they called Solomon.  

Jehovah loved this son and sent word by Nathan the prophet to call the child Jedidiah that 

means:  beloved of God. 

THINK ABOUT IT: 
When David looked at Bathsheba from the roof of his house, he committed the sin of lusting after her.  To lust after 
something is to have a strong desire for something, usually an unlawful desire.  David did not have a right to lust after (or 
have a strong desire for) Bathsheba because she was another man’s wife. 

Because David allowed this lust in his heart, he took Bathsheba and committed another sin – the sin of adultery.  Jesus said 
in Matt. 5:28 that to look upon a woman and lust after her is to commit adultery in one’s heart.  Adultery is the sin of 
someone taking the wife (or husband) of another and living with them as if married to them, only one is not married to 
them, and has no right to them. 

When Bathsheba learned that she was to have a baby because of the adultery that she and David had done, David then 
planned to commit another sin – the sin of murder. He tried to get Uriah to go home and live with his wife so he would think 
the baby was his own, adding the sin of deception. When this didn’t work, David asked his commander Joab to put 
Bathsheba’s husband, Uriah, in the hottest part of the battle with the Ammonites so that he would be killed.   

Lust, Adultery, Deception, and Murder were all done by David.  Did he do all this without consequences? NO!  The 
consequences of his sin were severe and followed him all the rest of his life.  Pay attention to his consequences.  When you 
study the life of David in the next quarter of lessons you will see him suffer the consequences of his sin until the day he dies.  
Nathan the prophet told him the following would happen: 

• 2 Sam. 12:10 – The sword would never depart from David’s house.  In other words, David is going to have to run 
away from someone trying to kill him the rest of his life. 

• 2 Sam. 12: 11, 12 – Evil would rise up against him from his own family.  David’s own children will rise up against 
him. 

• 2 Sam. 12: 11, 12 – David’s wives would be sinned with openly before all Israel. 

• 2 Sam. 12:14 – The child that he and Bathsheba had would die. (We saw this prophecy fulfilled in this lesson.) 

The consequences of David’s sins were many and severe.  However, when David was confronted with his sin by the prophet 
Nathan, he was a big enough person to admit that he had sinned against Jehovah and repent. 

2Sam. 12:13:  David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” And Nathan said to David, “The LORD also has put away 
your sin; you shall not die.  

Oh, that we would have a heart like David’s when we sin and realize that our sin is against the God we serve.  David served 
God the rest of his life, even though he suffered the consequences of his sin. 
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MEMORY WORK 

Psalm 105:1 - 3 

 1 Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

 make known his deeds among the peoples! 

2Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; 

Tell of all His wondrous works!  

  3  Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 

 

 

 

Thought Questions 

1.  When David saw the beautiful woman from the rooftop should he have stayed to look, 

or should he have looked away and gone inside and put his mind on other things? _____ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did Nathaniel tell David that he had killed Uriah the Hittite?  Did David kill him?  

2 Sam. 11: 14, 15  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why did Nathan tell David the story of the little ewe lamb?  ______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. When David’s child died, what did he mean when he said, “I shall go to my child, but 

he shall not return to me.”?  _________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

LIST THE CONSEQUENCES OF DAVID’S SIN: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Next quarter you will see that David indeed suffered all the consequences of his sin.  There will be one more king 

after David that reigns while the Kingdom of Israel is united.  He was David’s son, Solomon.  You will learn about 

him next quarter too.   
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UNITED KINGDOM I 

LESSON TWENTY-THREE 

 

REVIEW 

 Lessons 12 - 22 

 

TRUE OR FALSE   
 

1. _____  Nabal was a good and kind man. 

2. _____  David married Nabal’s wife, Abigail, after Nabal died. 

3. _____  Saul asked a Medium if he should go to war against the Philistines. 

4. _____  Samuel came from the realm of the dead to tell Saul that God would give Israel into the 

hands of the Philistines. 

5. _____  An Egyptian man led David and his men to fight Amalek after they had taken Israel’s 

wives, sons, and daughters captive. 

6. _____ David prevented his men from killing Saul, “the Lord’s anointed”, several times. 

7. _____  David congratulated the Amalakite who killed Saul. 

8. _____  The rightful leader of Israel after Saul’s death was Saul’s son Ishbosheth. 

9. _____  Joab killed Abner because he had killed Joab’s brother Asahel. 

10. _____  David told Israel that a prince and great man had fallen in Israel when Abner was killed. 

11. _____  David did right to put the ark of the Covenant on a cart and take it to Jerusalem. 

12. _____  Uzzah had good intentions when he touched the Ark to steady it, so he should not have 

been killed. 

13. _____  David realized that God had punished Uzzah and Israel because they had not carried the 

ark as God had commanded. 

14. _____  God told David that He would establish his throne forever. 

15. _____  David did evil to Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan. 

16. _____  David committed lust, adultery, deception, and murder. 

17. _____  When Nathan the prophet talked to David about his sin he would not repent of it. 

18. _____  The baby that was born to David and Bathsheba died because of their sin. 

 

THOUGHT QUESTIONS (some of these questions are from the first half of the quarter) 

 

1. Saul was a king who started out with a good heart.  What attitudes did he have that caused 

his heart to change and lose his kingdom?  __________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Was Saul right to get rid of all the mediums (or witches) in Israel? (read Ex. 20: 18, Deut. 

18:10)  __________________________  What was wrong with Saul consulting with one?  _______________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why would David not kill Saul, the Lord’s anointed, and why was he upset with the man who 

did?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why was it important to carry the ark of the Covenant in the way God had commanded, 

instead of carrying it on a cart?  ______________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  It is important to do things in exactly the way God wants them done?  ____________________ Why? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How could David have prevented his sin with Bathsheba?  (Read Job 31:1; I Cor. 6:18)  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What did you learn this quarter that you think will help you in serving God better?  ____________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CAN YOU SAY THESE VERSES FROM MEMORY?? 

Psalm 34: 11 – 15 

 Psalm 105: 1 - 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


