
WHY HAVE THIS GOSPEL MEETING? 

Some time, effort, and money are required to have a meeting, so we should have some good reasons for 
engaging in this effort.  First we will list some reasons why we are not having this meeting:  (1) Not simply 
because of custom because nothing should be done in the church of the Lord because of custom; (2) Not for 
entertainment.  We will have no special music or anything of that nature; (3) Not to advance some man's theories.  
We have no theories of our own or any other man's to propagate.  Conflicting theories and doctrines of men 
discredit true religion (Matt. 15:9); (4) Not to build or maintain a denomination, because the need of the day is not 
more sects and parties but a return to New Testament Christianity; and (5) Not to raise money.  Christians give of 
their means on the Lord's Day in order to carry on the Lord's work ( I Cor. 16:2). 

Now, let us look at some reasons for having this gospel meeting:   (1) To correct false ideas and 
misunderstandings.  What we teach and stand for will be set forth clearly and kindly in this meeting.  Get your 
information first-hand; (2) To teach the truth ( John 8:32).  We have nothing but the truth to offer; (3) To save the 
lost--because souls are precious (Matt. 16:26); and (4) To strengthen the church (Eph. 4:12).    

HOW TO HAVE A SUCCESSFUL MEETING 

(1) You can help the attendance by being present for every service.  You need to be here because it is your 
responsibility before God to be here! (Heb. 10:25).  You need to be here to set the right example to the world, and 
if you truly love the church and lost mankind you will be here!; (2) You can help the worship by sitting near the 
front and closer together.  Each member here is a participant in this joint activity, and no member here is to be in 
the "grandstand" as an observer!; (3) Pray for the success of the meeting (James 5:16).  Pray for sinners (Rom. 
10:1), pray for the preacher (Eph. 6:18 -19), pray for the church, and for yourself; (4) Invite and bring your friends 
and neighbors to the meeting; (5) Be optimistic--don't give up before the meeting begins; and (6) Advertise the 
meeting by passing out printed materials which were prepared for this purpose. 

HOW TO KILL THIS MEETING! 

(1) Begin attending the last day instead of the first day of the meeting; (2) Take a back seat if there is one; (3) 
Watch to see how well the song leader can sing without your help; (4) Plan all the club meetings and social 
activities possible and attend them; (5) Never invite anyone to attend; (6) Watch closely every remark of the 
preacher and hunt for mistakes in his grammar and mannerisms -- then be sure to publicize them; (7) At times tell 
non-members not to believe all the preacher says; (8) Never pray for the meeting; (9) If you think of something 
you want to tell those sitting next to you, don't wait until the service is over -- get it off your mind right then; and 
(10) Sleep through the service. 

Now, do you want a good meeting?  Enough to search your own heart?  Enough to use your telephone to 
invite others? Enough to use your car to bring others?  Enough to be present at every service?  If you do, then we 
will have a good meeting! 

 

Donald Townsley 

(Taken from "The Voice of Underwood Heights church of Christ" bulletin, June 1975) 


