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-Jesus said: “Upon this rock T will build my church.”
(Matt, 16:18.) The word “my” is defined Ly Webster as:
“of or belonging to me.” When Christ said, “f will build
my church,” of course, he meant that the churclh he would
bnild was to be of himself and was o belong to him. So,
we read in the New Testament of “he church of ithe Lord”
(Acts 20:28); “the church of God” (1 Cor. 1:2); “the
church” (Eph. 1:22.) Ii is noticeable to the student of
the New Testament that vre never read of different
denominations as branches of the church. Denominations
have come into existence since the close of the New
Testament period and without the authority of God. 'ihis
thought may be impressed upon our minds by simply ask-
inati id Jesus have in

nation m mind. That being true, Jesus did not promise
to build a denomination or denominations. ¥F¥rom this
thought ‘we gather three imporiant lessons. Jesus did
not promise to build a denomination, therefore: a
denomii i ttoat e anihorty of Christ; (2)
no denomination that exists today is the church of Christ,
or “the church of the Lord;” (3) the church of Christ, or
lthe church that Jesus built, is not a denomination.

i Since the church that Jesus built is not a denomina-

gon, all loyal members of that church are opposed to
epnominaiionalism. By dying for but one church, Jesus

demonstrated his desire for unity among his followers. '

{Acts 20:28; Jno. 17:21.) Denominaiionalism destroys
unity among those who would follow Christ. One can-
not consistently claim fo be a member of the church of

Christ and a denomination at the same {ime. The success

pf one means the failure of the other.

Honest hearts will inguire: “How may I become a
member of the Lord’s church and not join a . denomina-
tion?" The answer: 'Go to the book that tells all about
the church that is of Chrisi and nothing about denomina-
tionalistn. Go to the Bible! One who takes the Bible as
his only rule of faith and practice is sure to learn all there
is to know about the Lord’s church. He will be certain to
learn but one thing about denominationalism and that is,
Ahat is is wrong. Since the Bible tells nothing of modern
denominations, one cannot become a member of a denomi-
nation by following the Bible. Since the Bible tells all
about the church that Jesus built, one cannot become a
member of it without following the Bible. Iif one cannot
join a denomination by following the Bible, and cannot
become a member of the church of Christ without fellow-
Ing the Bible, sureiy the church of Christ is not a denomi-
nationl

Let us give attention to some very definite reasons
why the church of Christ is not a denomination:

(1) It does not have a denominational head. Christ
is the head of his church. (Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22-23.) He
is the only head of his church. No man, nor group of
/men, upon this earth have the right to legislate for the
Lord’s church. All azuthority rests with him. (Matt.
28:19.) Sometimes the question is asked of members of
the church of Christ: “Doesn’t the church of Christ have
headguarters somewhere?” What prompts this question?
Is it not the fact that the various denominationg h their
eadguarters on earth with legislative, judicial, and exec-
uiive authoriiy vesied n some man, or a group of men?
The héadguarters of the churca of Christ is in Heaven.
Christ is head and his throne is headgquarters,

(%) it does not have a denominational organization.
This follows what we have just been saying. Modern
denominations are highly organized. Fach congregation

is tied to all other congregations in that denomination
by a man-made machine or organization. Therefore, we
read of the activities of conferences, coyncils, conventions,
gte. The church of Christ knows no such organization.
Its organizalion is fashioned after the New Testament
pattern. FEach congregation is a unit within itself. No
two congregations are iled together by human organiza-

tion. The only officers known t¢ "it" ‘are elders-and

deacons. (THus 155-9; 1 Tim. 3; Phil. 1:1)) Each congre-
gation has its own elders and deacons, No elder, nor
deacon, can function with authority in more than one
congregation at a time. The only way the various local
congregations of the church of Christ are tied together is

simply_ j:}rlld only as they are related through Christ.

(2) It does not have a denominational name. The
chu-ch of Christ accepts only such names as are found
in : New Testament applied to the church. (Acts 20:28;
Mal ~%:18; Acis 2:47; 1 Cor. 1:1; Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22--23.)
Indivi .i a1l members of the church wear only the name
“Chrirtian” 'The name in which Peter said we should
glorify God (1 Peti. 4:16); the name that was wors by
the disciples in New Testament times (Acts 11:26); the
szaxéxe)that Paul tried to persuade Agrippa to wear. (Acis

G:28,

(4} it does not hold to a denominationai docirine.
People who are members of the church of Christ did not
join it. They were “added to it by the L.ord when they
obeyed the gospel of Christ. (Acts 2:47.) Members of
denominatons have been led to think that they entered
into Christ by doing one thing and later joined a denomi~
nation by a different proceedure. The New Testament
clearly shows that_all who are in Christ are in his church,
and that all who are saved are in the church. The same
thing that makes one a child of God also causes that one
to be added to the church of the Lord. Those who obey
the gospel are saved. {Rom. 1:16.) The saved are added
to the church. (Acts 2:47.)

{5) £ is not denominationali in its work anc¢ wor-
ship. Denominations work through human societic : and
other organizations. They have introduced into the wor-
ship things for which there is no authoriiy i the Bible.
The church of Christ adheres stricily fo the Dible in its
plan of work and worship. All work, such as preaching
the gospel and works of benevaolence, is done in the name
of Christ (Col. 3:17) and through the church. (Eph. 3:21.)
This means that Christ is authority for what is done and
that God is glorified in the church. No missionary so-
cieties nor charitable institutions, with their glery-taking,
fee-grabbing ways, are employed. Nothing is used as an
item of worship in the church of Christ which is not com-
manded by Christ and his apostles. The worship of the
church was not designed _Eg_negtertaigl_pp_t_tpﬁvfy. here-~
fore, only such items as are authorized in the New Testa-
ment are accepted.

Conclusion: Followers of Christ in New Testament
times were not denominationalists. If we reproduce the
exact patiern of the church they were members of, how
can we be members of a denomination?
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